

        
            
                Abhishek Bhatnagar

                Dear Guru Maharaj, 



Please accept my humble obeisances All glories to Srila Prabhupada On this most auspicious day of your Vyas puja, I would like to make a futile attempt to glorify your magnanimous nature and great personality.



Based on Srila Prabhupada's teaching, if someone wants to value a jewel or calculate the value of an asset, one needs to approach a jeweller, who has proper knowledge about the qualities of that jewel and, also, he must know its original well.&nbsp; Similarly, to gain knowledge on any subject matter one should approach a Guru -a person who has realized this true knowledge from a disciplic succession which&nbsp;ends to its origin.



Without true scientific knowledge, we cannot survive in this world, do anything, whether it is related to Food, medicine, economic development and eco problem. 



If one possesses the most valuable thing without knowledge and understanding, he will still be considered poor and unfortunate. 



By the mercy of GuruParampara, Srila Prabhupada and your grace, we get to know what is the absolute truth, what is the purpose of life, who Krishna is and what is our relationship with him. 



By your grace, we know that Krishna is the supreme personality of Godhead and he is the supreme proprietor, maintainer, lover, friend and enjoyed.



But it is also true that Devotees like your holiness are a dear devotee of Lord Shri Govinda, are considered higher than Supreme personality, because Krishna’s attributes are only visible when Guru Parampara reflects his glories to this world of darkness. 



Krishna is Sun but you are his warmth and Sunshine, which give us motivation, that after every dark cold night, there is the sunshine of hope and stability.



Krishna is the Rose but you are his sweet aroma which refreshes and revive our agitated and faulty sense,



Krishna is the most precious jewels like diamond, ruby, emerald and pearls but you are its shine, you are the value and beauty of all these jewels.



Krishna is medicine but you are the cure of the diseases.



Krishna is Lion but you are his boldness and his strength which destroy Mayavada and establish true religion. 



Krishna is Honey but you are the Honey bee, who precisely collect him from different pastimes and store his sweetness in different devotees’ hearts according to their heart's ability.



Krishna is Moon but you are his moonshine who fills everyone's heart with the nectar of Radha KrishnaPrema.



Krishna is Destination but your path on which all the fallen souls wake on to achieve him Srimati Radha Rani&amp; Krishna is our mother and father but you are their compassion, love, care and protection.



Srimati Radha Rani and Krishna’s Loving pastimes are the greatest things in the entire cosmic manifestation, but without you, no one can understand the real meaning of their pastimes – their emotions, their feelings, their love, their pain and their complex affairs.&nbsp; &nbsp;



I heard and, in my realization because of your grace, when Krishna Looks beautiful it is because Srimati Radharani's love is his radiating him,&nbsp;



and When Srimati Radha Rani is looking beautiful, it is Krishna’s Love radiating her, but when they both look beautiful, attractive and adorable, it is because of the love of a pure devotee like yourself which is melting their hearts and making them so Charming and attractive. 



According to one of the Acharya’s Prayers in Glorifying the importance of Guru, it is said, “Whatis the use if one has a most beautiful body, knowledge of all the Veda, has a most beautiful wife, has big families, has world fame, has wealth equivalent to mount Meru, has many friends, many followers, has a kingdom if one doesn’t fix his mind in Guru’s lotus feet, and doesn’t surrender to his guru’s lotus feet, all these assets will be useless.





In one of your live Vyasa Puja in 2017, you mentioned very humbly “ Let us remember our incalculable debt towards Srila Prabhupada”,&nbsp; you were reflecting on, where would you and all of us be,&nbsp; without Srila Prabhupada's mercy.&nbsp; Lacking this knowledge, lacking this lifestyle, and the most valuable thing is lacking chanting of Maha Mantra and devotees Association, would definitely put oneself in a most dangerous situation.&nbsp;You compared your family&nbsp;and relatives'&nbsp;material achievements&nbsp;and material extremes, with Srila Prabhupada's gifts to us which are completely priceless. You explained&nbsp; Srila Prabhupada's mercy&nbsp;in the form of his&nbsp; Books, Chanting of Hare Krishna maha-mantra, Devotees association and delicious Krishna Prashadam, 



You then humbly declared that in our congregation we have the world's topmost opulence which is free from all sinful karma. If one lives without Srila Prabhupada's mercy, is following the most dangerous path and which will not only lead him to a disaster but leads others to the same path. 



My life and many others life is evolving around the dangerous above path,&nbsp; &nbsp;which is centred around me and mine,&nbsp; and has failed to acknowledge the most valuable thing, i.e. &nbsp;Guru Kripa- Guru’s Mercy.&nbsp; 



Who could be most unfortunate than me, I am the most fallen one, so please bless me and keep me under the shelter of your lotus feet, and may I never, ever leave your lotus feet. 



I sincerely beg Lord Shri Hari and Hara, to take away all my materially motivating desire, my false ego, my pride and engage me in your service.



May Lord Shri Nara- Narayana kill all my pride and material achievements, make me a humble servant of your servants and disciples. 



May Lord Shri Laxmi Narashima, protect your health and protect your empowerment to uplift fallen souls like myself. 



I also, take this opportunity to sincerely beg all my Godbrothers and sisters to forgive any of the offences and please engage me in the service of Srila Gurudev and Srila Prabhupada's mission.





Your aspiring servants

 Abhishek, Shubhra, Chakradhara and Murali&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;

            

        
            
                Acyuta Aravindaksa Das

                Dear Maharaj,&nbsp;

    Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. I must be very fortunate to participate in this auspicious celebration of your appearance day.&nbsp;

It is mentioned in sastras,&nbsp; that,&nbsp;&nbsp;"Even if you have a pretty body, a beautiful wife, Great fame, and mountain-like&nbsp;money, But, If your mind does not bow at the Guru’s feet, What is the use? What is the use? And What is the use?"

Dear Maharaj, although you had the opportunity to enjoy all the above-mentioned opulence, you considered them useless and dedicated your life to Srila Prabhupada's lotus feet. True to your fame, your disciples are holding the same glory by following in your footsteps. Their eagerness to render devotional service grows exponentially. It is by your mercy that I am living in their care and affection although I don't deserve such benediction. Book distribution has become their life and soul. No wonder that they are the repented fruits of such an exalted spiritual master. Being my benefactor you instructed me to take shelter of Srimad Bhagavatam and the association of devotees. On this auspicious day, I kindly seek your blessings, so that I will always remain in the association of your disciples as you instructed me and serve Sri Sri Radha Gopinath perpetually with the same sincerity as them.&nbsp;



Your unqualified servant, 

Acyuta Aravindaksa Das

            

        
            
                Acyuta bhava devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva



Please accept my humble obeisances.  

All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance!



I am very grateful for your impact on my life. After a visit to Cairns, you commented to me, "everything and everyone is so slow there". That was my condition, and although the remnants of that conditioning still linger, but for your influence, my life would be incredibly different and much, much slower.



Despite my slowness, there is one thing I can see clearly: that you are the ideal teacher. Ideal in your surrender to your spiritual master and ideal in your personal example.  



To be in your presence as you chant, it is very obvious that you have a deep, strong attachment to the Holy Name.  As a new devotee in Brisbane, it was such an eye opener to see and hear you chant japa in the temple.  The small temple room meant such close proximity, and the power of your chanting was tangible, the affection audible, even to a new comer.  Your taste for chanting is a huge inspiration. 



Your compassion for the conditioned souls is endless. You give so much thought, time and energy, not only to reaching those who are deep in the illusory energy, but also to those who are attempting to get out of it. Your care for others is extraordinary, as you truly see everyone as part and parcel of Krsna. 



Thank you for your patience with this slow servant. Thank you for giving me the opportunity for devotional service and association with devotees. These are the greatest treasures in my life. 



Your aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,

Acyuta bhava dd







            

        
            
                Aghari Krsna dasa

                Dear Gurudeva



Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Thank you for awarding me shelter in the dust of the Sri Sri Radha-Damodara’s cows. As described in <i>The Teachings of Lord Caitanya</i>, there are two principles in this world: the <i>asraya</i> – shelter of all manifestations – and the <i>asrita</i>, or subordinate corollaries and reactions. As the <i>asraya</i>, the Absolute Truth, Sri Krsna expands Himself unlimitedly and makes Himself available in the form of Srimad Bhagavatam, the person <i>bhagavata</i>, and his compassionate nature, to offer local shelter.



Thank you for transmitting the 10th Canto into my life. Being in touch with the cows of Gita Nagari daily has made me more dharmic. Indeed, I am experiencing rapid erosion of the five types of <i>klesa</i> as delineated in the <i>Madhurya Kadambini</i>, namely, <i>avidya</i> (ignorance); <i>asmita</i>  (false ego), <i>raga</i> (attachment); <i>dvesa</i> (hatred) <i>abhinivesa</i> (instinctively clinging to bodily enjoyments and fear that death will cut one from all these). Your worldwide advancement of Srila Prabhupada’s <i>books, books, books</i> and <i>farm, farm, farm</i> keystone missionary programs, is making this opportunity of <i>living</i> the Krishna book more widely available. On a planet where cows are abused, and humans are spoiling their human form of life through indulgence in perverted <i>parakiya-rasa</i>, your propagation of the <i>asraya’s saktya-avesa avatara’s</i> world rescue plan for protecting cows and reading about the loving pastimes of Sri Krsna, so that they may become sane, is your superlative compassion. 



Dear Guru Maharaja, thank you for being a carrier of this precious dust from the <i>asraya’s</i> supreme abode, Goloka Vrndavana. As the chief administrative custodian of the world famous Deities, Sri Sri Radha-Damodara, Who personally helped Srila Prabhupada advance his mass book distribution program, thereby gather the financial resources he needed to enrich the BBT and contribute towards the building of his three main temples in India – Mayapur, Juhu and Vrindavana – you are now personally helping Their Lordships to inspire a second revolution in ISKCON – establishment of productive Krishna farms that produce liquid dharma, black gold, flour free from the pesticide glyphosphate, and other pure <i>bhoga</i> for the worldwide <i>sankirtana-yajna.</i>



On this auspicious occasion of your appearance, I pray that I may receive the spiritual strength to continue being in a position to serve you as you serve Srila Prabhupada’s farm farm farm mission. I pray that the particles of dust from Radha-Damodara’s abode of cows, Sri Gita Nagari dhama, may continue to purify my heart so that I may rise from <i>anistitha</i> to <i>nistitha bhajana-kriya</i>. All glories to you on this most auspicious occasion of your 71st Sri Vyasa-Puja Mahamotsava.  



Your milking servant

Aghari Krsna dasa                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          



            

        
            
                Aka putra

                Dear Gurudev



All glories to srilla prabhupada



Please accepted my humble obeisance in to the dust of your lotus feet all glories to your divine.



It's all started from I was praying to the Lord for guidance. I know god is existed or its something out there and at the same time I was praying please revealed yourself and help me get outta this material existence I was in the darkness ignorance of life,I suffer so much,i commit so many sinful activity and I need get rid of all my bad karma please help me. 



A few days later the Lord answer my prayer. I meet the devotee in Willis St Wellington. I gave the devotee $20 for bhagvad gita and sb 1.1.idk nothing about the book but it's something tell me to get the book and made me think why this person so dedicated distributing this it's must be some hidden knowledge on this book. A few days later I started reading the book cover to cover. It's full of love of God, transcendental knowledge and a person who wrote this know the science of God. 



A week later I meet another devotee. I asked her where can I learned about this book she gave me flyer and invited me BL. I remember on Sunday soulfeast night you were giving such a nice talked and on Wednesday I went to your workshop and be able to talked with you 1 and 1. At that time I was telling you about my drugs experience and I was struggling with drug addiction but by reading srilla prabhupada book and chant hare krsna it's help me a lot. 



I remember you told me to stop drinking,doing drugs and just chant and keep reading the book. That night I went home I sit in my room and thinking about what you had said to me. Stop drinking doing drugs and just chant hare krsna.

I know deep inside I just need to stop my nonsense and sort my life but I remember what you had said to me to chant hare krsna and read the book. I followed your instructions only by following your instructions and rendering services unto spiritual master I be able to make spiritual  progression and achieve krishna blessings . I often things I don't know what I be doing if i never meet you I just gonna say thank you so much thank you for everything gurudev!! You changed me to become a better person and become enteral servent of krishna. I have nothing to ask from you either pay my respectfull obeisance into saintly person like you and i am promise always lived under your instruction and never ever leave your lotus feet I take shelter of your lotus feet all glories to your divine!!! 



Your eternal servent



Aka putra

            

        
            
                Akarsini Devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva 



Please accept my humble obeicences

All Glories to Sri;a Prabhupada



There is something I never personally thanked you for, but I’d like to take the opportunity on this Holy occasion.  Thank you for talking to Srimati Radharani on my behalf, there is no authority more expert then She in the field of devotion service.  The only problem is the anxiety that I might   get you into trouble for being my referee.



There are so many things I should be thanking you for but lack the grateful capacity, plus I don’t think I have that much storage space on my computer. 



If you had never directed your desires for outreach towards these tiny volcanic rocks in the South Pacific I would never have escaped from the human zoo I identified as home and given up my Jackal like ways.   



Every week-end our building shakes to the rhythmic rituals of student parties that supply sub-human sound effects into the corridors, then eventually drift out to the deserted urban streets.  Quick to accuse them for my broken sleep I should also be quick to remind myself of my youthful savage days of attending similar tribal gatherings   Something that basically resembled a fellowship of apes stamping their hairy feet to some polluted jungle beats.  Human refinement seems like only a fraction of the entire Bhakti equation when compared to discovering activities that can dovetail one in Krsna’s service.  That is still a worry on my case file, no practical engagement to really make the sparks start flying, I know I need to strategise so Krsna might start to reveal some clues.

 

Although initially disturbing at times, your broadcasts have the power to weaken the fun taste for material life with the hope of rapidly turning it sour. The “Wrinkled Sex” announcement could really jolt some egos.  That late model Porsche Carrera or that Audi GT doesn’t really look that hot with a sagging body behind the wheel, but don’t worry a bit of plastic surgery will patch it up.  When I visit my material family home your words become realisation.  Begging the Parampara and Sri Sri Panca Tattva that I be spared from that too much of that contamination. 



Another harsh truth was in relation to a Women’s mundane expiry date, 50 years, bereft of all bodily beauty, her weapons of control cease to serve her.  That means I have less three years till my body is completely ugly food for dogs and vultures.  What to do, it’s not like spiritual armour can be found at Pack ’n’ Save it can only be purchased through devotional service.  The only available options I can see are to get cracking in service or choose to become severely humbled by time. 



Fortunately your transmissions from the spiritual world arrive in saffron dust clouds to give relief from the material pangs especially at this time of unfortunate cosmic arrangement.   Thank you for increasing the frequency of your classes providing a plentiful supply of particles to inhale, the fragrance of Krsna Katha helps to combat the potency of Durga”s  bewildering perfume.  After drinking the sweet vibrations of the Gopi’s that spill down the slopes of Raivataka Mountain who could revert back to joining in on the drunken perverted trance with like minded primates.  



A while back you mentioned that this intense energy is affecting everyone even devotees so what to speak of the common folk sitting in the shadows?   



Thank you for introducing me to Prabhupada’s books, devotee association, friends relatives and your ceaseless reminders and guidance about how to be genius in designing a life style conducive to hearing and chanting about Krsna.  Without these essential ingredients we would be lost and so would everyone else.  Sri Caitanya Caritamrta is exquisite candy for the soul, anyone who has a material body shouldn’t be denied the taste.



Still Trying to be your Servant 



Akarsini devi dasi       



            

        
            
                Amani Gaurahari das

                Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to you on this most auspicious occasion



In times of apparent peace and prosperity the conditioned soul is dazzled by the glitter of matter - the obvious situation is hidden right before their eyes. 



Current events have exposed a glimpse of the real nature of the material energy. The unstable, precarious condition of material existence is shaking the seemingly advanced and sophisticated moderns. Will this weaken their dreams for material happiness? 



The self realised souls, like yourself, out of compassion, are constantly beckoning everyone to remove this curtain of illusion, irrespective of the material circumstances. 



It's not only those who are completely ignorant of the spiritual reality who need regular coaxing. Devotees whose faith in Krishna and devotional service has not fully blossomed can also be shaken in such uncertain times. 'Stay on track! Keep focused on the spiritual reality!' The compassionate bhakta calls.



Just as Krishna beckons Arjuna to rise above the turbulent ocean of the three modes of material nature, you compassionately call out to all to take shelter of the infallible ship of bhakti yoga.



For an advanced soul the upheavals of the material energy are no surprise, in fact, any temporary lack of turbulence invokes suspicion. Your clarity and sobriety amidst reversals proves maturity in devotional service.



Thank you for leading by example; showing us what it's like to be fixed in Krishna consciousness. 



Thank you for providing a sturdy anchorage so we also have a chance to experience life beyond matter.



Please continue to allow me to try to engage in devotional service despite my stubbornness to surrender.



Your servant, 

Amani Gaurahari das

            

        
            
                Anādī Kaiśora dāsa

                Please accept my respectful obeisances,

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupada,

All glories to you on your Vyasa-Puja.



Dear Gurudeva,



In the last year I have noticed that your outreach efforts have the momentum of a freight train travelling at top speed. Any resistance in the form of material adversities is inconsequential in the face of your unstoppable engine room of devotional energy. 



In just the same way that you crank up the dancing energy in your kirtans by clenching your fist and making circular motions with your forearm, when the material energy snarls with lockdowns, controversies or upheavals you simply stoke the sankirtan fire.



It is said that pure devotees are satya-sankalpa; their intentions are always fulfilled. I see that in you, having successfully woven a network of desires perfectly in line with Prabhupada’s desires realised by creating contemporary asramas and tailor made outreach centres across the world. I recently witnessed, through an online class, that you even play key inspirational roles in Prabhupada’s ongoing farming communities. 



You are so encouraging to your disciples, giving them full facility to engage in pure devotional service no matter who they are, where they come from or what circumstances they are under. Indeed, “we make it easy” is one of your mottos. 



Recently I contemplated the mechanics of the parampara system along the lines of; that which we offer to you will be consecutively offered up the disciplic chain. 



It’s humbling to think that moment to moment you provide me with opportunities to be a part of your offerings to Srila Prabhupada. I had the realisation that every single act I perform; every mantra I chant, every interaction I have, you give the opportunity for pure devotional service … all I have to do is get my head and heart into gear. For which I’m in grave need of your help, nonetheless I feel secure that there’s no one more qualified or specifically sent by Krishna to shine that lamp of knowledge into my otherwise dimly lit consciousness. 



Prabhupada writes, “… if the spiritual master is kind enough to his disciple, however unintelligent the disciple may be, then by the divine grace of the spiritual master everything is revealed.” (SB 3.25.30) and “There need be no anxiety over attaining perfection because if one follows the instruction given by the spiritual master he is sure to attain perfection.” (SB 3.8.71)



I have thus tried to express some of these meditations in a short poetic offering;



The highest degree. 



My limited perception, of your unlimited glory, 

Barely scratches the surface, of your sankirtan story.



You’ve strung a fine garland, from Prabhupada’s wishes,

Of lounges and lofts, replete with neat vegan dishes. 



As you frankly conveyed, I felt your voice crack, 

Sensing mystic emotion, welling up in the back,



Of your throat, as you uttered, that most important to you, 

Is Bhaktivedanta Swami, the Jagad Guru.



My mind is in awe, considering this, 

that each effort we make you never dismiss.

What to speak of dismiss, you offer it too, 

to that person who’s most, important to you. 



And he offers in turn, what you offer to him,

Saturated with Bhakti, it’s full to the brim.

When it reaches the top, of the devotional chain, 

Sri Radha’s lotus feet, then it’s offered again.



When Sri Radha presents, to Govinda, Her dearest, 

What seems light years away, in fact is the nearest, 

The closest, most precious, most valuable art, 

The perfection of love, the goal of the heart. 



The condition dependant, on this unworthy descendent,

To get my steel framed soul into gear …

I require your assistance, facing my mind’s persistence, 

When the material energy sneers.



You’re a bhakti dream weaver, for this unworthy receiver,

You encourage and guide nonetheless.

In my previous days, Guru’s sidelong gaze,

I’d never sought out, I confess.



But the fire was lit, and oblations were made,

My life was renewed, and obeisances payed.



Now three years gone by, since I made that decision, 

this auspicious day, I pray for the vision; 



Each moment I pass, each thing that I do,

as an ever fresh chance, to offer to you.



My whole life is an offering, or at least it should be, 

To the most humble servant, of the highest degree.



Your aspiring servant,

Anādī Kaiśora dāsa

            

        
            
                Ananda-candra

                Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



Many years ago during an outreach night at Bhakti Lounge, loud bangs, which sounded like gunshots (we will never know) were heard. You were giving a workshop discussion in the lounge, I was managing BL but in the kitchen at the time. Confused what to make of this unfamiliar frightening sound, a few of us approached the windows at the rear of the building where we saw a policeman crouching down. As we returned toward the hallway, we saw through another set of side windows about six or so policeman. They were dressed in protective armour and searching on the balconies of the apartments of the several storied neighbouring building. Some were climbing over the balconies down the walls. It was an action packed scene to say the least.



I headed to the lounge to check in on the workshop where you sat with your back against the windows and with the curtains open. This meant that the guests who were facing you , were also facing the commotion of the mysterious-policeman-frenzy-soon to learn drug-bust going on behind you. But you were your usual focussed, eloquent self, speaking only of Krsna unfrazzled and unfazed... Unlike everyone else.



On noticing the audience's sudden change of attention however, you had a look over your right shoulder to see what was going on, and without wasting a moment, you gave a shrug of your shoulder, turned back to the audience and carried on exactly where you left off, peacefully absorbed and more importantly absorbed in Krsnas service. The groups focus was immediately brought back to Krsna, despite the vibrant commotion going on behind. Everyone seemed somewhat hypnotized and spellbound by your powerful focus, demonstrating where true priorities lie. It was so impressive and glorious to witness.



On another occasion you were giving an evening class to the Wellington devotee community, while mid lecture , loud creaks sounded, the floor began to shake, the walls started to sway, literally an earthquake struck. Immediately you chanted "hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare"... Unlike everyone else. The short earthquake soon stopped , and without wasting a moment, you carried on with your class, in full ease and grace, completely unfathomed, fixed on the Lord and unfazed by the external situation.



Now, during these current times of multi-layered and endless catastrophes, a world "pandemic" threatening fear instilled citizens and nations, corrupt governments and leaders with selfish agenda, conflict and hate, the world being on the brink of war, you keep delivering Srimad Bhagavatam in pure devotion, with ease and grace, with enthusiasm and complete immersion , complete fixation, complete taste, unjaded by any of these external dramas which come and go... Unlike everyone else. Which you pointed out in a class recently , that so many of us are knowingly or unknowingly rattled by.



You remind us through words, through example and by your obvious deep spiritual taste, to keep our focus on the real deal, the most important, the only solace, the only saviour Sri Krsna, The Supreme Pleasure , The Supreme Sole Peace, and not get swept away by worldly affairs, politics, differences of opinion and sock colours to speak.



Thank you for giving us an alternative path to walk upon whilst traversing through this insane yuck world.



Your servant

Ananda-candra

            

        
            
                Ananta-naga das

                Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories unto you.



  Another year of pandemic, travel restrictions, global economic and political uncertainty. Yet, you have managed to go to Australia to inspire the devotees and timely escaped another wave of prolonged lockdowns back to your New Zealand base. Out of your mercy, you risked being stuck in lockdown and were willing to undergo the austerity of managed isolation upon your return (although spared from such).



   In the recent Q&amp;A session, you discussed at length how practically in every sphere of life there is some fault and discrepancy, producing fear, doubt, and anxiety. Even among the devotees, there is a difference of opinions on material subjects. You are right – we will never get to the end of the doubts and faults of material existence.



   You have pointed out, that as devotees we should all have an agreement to serve Krishna.  Devotional service to Krishna is the only truly unifying factor in existence and we have the greatest opportunity to do it at this challenging time by your grace.



   Among all the doom and gloom, you remain focused. Out of a few certain things in this world, there is one, that you will be always meditating on your spiritual master’s mission and being always active in its execution. You are a true disciple of Srila Prabhupada, who always thinks and plans how to fulfill his spiritual masters’ desires.



   You say: “Whatever works” and push on. You advise: “Take whatever material situation and take shelter of Krishna’s service” and support it by personal example. It is very inspiring and gives me the strength to push on with my sadhana and attempt to somehow assist you in your mission to please the Parampara.

 

   I admire how you are very personal with all your disciples, well-wishers, and guests even as the number of your followers grows. You often surprise and endear the person by remembering subtle details about them. In a personal exchange, you can quickly grasp the person’s situation and give a piece of tailor-made precious advice according to time, place, and circumstances. 



   These two qualities – steadiness and personalism are not common in the material world. You have pointed out how we have an impersonal tendency as our “default setting”. By meditating on your example, I have a chance to develop some steadiness and personalism which are very scarce assets in my portfolio. 



   I am forever grateful to you for all the guidance you have provided over the years and the opportunity to engage in Krishna’s service. I feel fortunate to be a part of your loving spiritual family.



Your servant,

Ananta-naga das 



            

        
            
                Ananya-bhakti devi dasi

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja.



Another Vyasa Puja, which to me marks another year that I have not been in your physical association. I know that I miss your association more than ever, but I also know that in this last year I have felt the closest to you at heart. Earlier this year you accepted me as your disciple, and I accepted you as my eternal father and spiritual master. I still can't fully articulate just what this experience meant to me, but know that I am forever grateful for your care and mercy.



I feel so lucky to have someone like you -&nbsp; so devoted, caring, considerate, knowledgeable, controlled, merciful, really I could keep going on - as my spiritual master. I know that I shouldn't be proud, but I can honestly say that I am SO proud to have you as my spiritual master. To me you are the epitome of a devotee. I pray that through your example and guidance I can one day become even a small percentage of the devotee that you are.



I often feel unworthy and unqualified to be your disciple, but I've never felt it to the extent that I do now. I know that I cannot continue on this path of bhakti without your mercy. So please Gurudeva, I'm begging you, please bestow your mercy on this poor fool who cannot survive on her own. Please help me so I can always hold on to your hand and never let you go. I promise to try to try my best to always serve you and follow your instruction. I know that this is meant to be an offering and I shouldn't be asking you for anything, but the truth is that I have nothing to offer you Gurudeva. I pray that one day I will be able to offer you some small, but meaningful service. Until then, I pray that you forgive my inadequacy.



Your aspiring servant,

Ananya-bhakti devi dasi

            

        
            
                Andy Skippins

                Dear Your Holiness Devamrita Swami



Please accept my prostrated obeisences, and this meagre offering of gratitude and respect, at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance, and on every other day also, since every single day is made auspicious, because of your constant absorbtion in Krishna consciousness, and chanting of His Holy Names. 

Having recently been informed that I will accept Diksa from your good self very soon, I anticipated feelings of great jubilation, anxiety and excitement. However in their absence, I realised that actually it was an overwhelming sense of gratitude. 

Although I am not competent to write anything substantial to offer on this most auspicious day of your appearance, I pray that you will be pleased nonetheless. Thus I cast my memory back 2 years, to the day that I sought permission to take shelter at your feet. 

Early September 2019 - Having got permission from Tarakanatha prabhu and Gaura Kishore, I approached the room where you were staying, and asked if I could aspire to become your disciple. To my delight, you said yes and so I happilly returned to the temple, and shared the news with Tarakanatha. 

I thought he replied: "Oh great! you can be initiated next time he comes." 

Then in February, a month before your next visit to Wales, I had a meeting with Tarakanatha, but instead of speaking of initiation, he offered me a place in the bramacari asram. 

In our Darshan, as always you impressed me that you know what I'm currently reading about, even though I myself don't even remember. I also expressed concern that the Food for Life project I was trying to manage had struggled with a low demand. Then, to reciprocate with your overpowering compassion, Krishna enveloped the whole world in Coronavirus lockdown. Thus demand for our prasadam sky-rocketed, and under Tarakanatha's expert guidance, the Food for Life project achieved success. 

Fast forward a year and a half, feeling great separation from your vapu sangha, Food for Life is also entering a new chapter. At the time, I felt that I was ready, but on looking back at how much I've changed since then, realise I certainly was not. And in another two years, when I look back at this moment, I may realise that even in 2021 I was not ready. Therefore, I am now praying that you cast your merciful glance upon this fallen soul again, so that I may become successful in my service to Sri Krishna, Srila Prabhupada, and all the Vaishnavas. 

It appears that the Caity-guru has inspired a short poem, to glorify Himself, through the Diksa-guru. Please tolerate bow he following... 



I long for the day when I can chant the holy name with love and attention.

This is the way that mercy is passed on through love and descension.

I long for the day when I can serve devotees with affection.

No longer will my ego resist correction. 

Unto your lotus feet, I wish to take full surrender.

Between your lotus feet there is no discrimination - cast, creed or gender. 

Unto your lotus feet, I wish to always remember.

Between your lotus feet, I have become a family member.



Your ever-aspiring servant,

Bhakta Andy

Ty Krishna Cymru

ISKCON Wales

            

        
            
                Anna Acatieva

                nama om vishnu-padaya

krishna - preshtaya bhutale

srimate dewamrita swamin iti namine



I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Holliness Dewamrita Swami



Dear Gurudev, let me congratulate your Holiness in this auspicious day!

Your qualities identifying the sublime spiritual realization. Your loce for Krishna and taste of describe the pastimes of Lord Chaitanya Mahabrabhu exite my heart!Your way of preaching fulfill the joy and wonderfully full for my soul.

How I would like to have at least a drop of your devoted attachment to Krishna. A little bit of your equanimity and determination. I never ceaseto be surprised at Your courage and devotion to Your Spiritual Masterrisking Your life for the sake of distributing books of His Devine Grace Srila Praphupada. 

I thank You for Your kindness and firmness in helping bewildered conditioning souls to see the realexample of a pure devotee.

May Your Holiness have inexhaustible enthusiasm, patience and solid health!

Permit, please,  always be at Your lotus feet, see with Your eyes and feel with Your heart.

Dear Gurudev, please, bless us that we can follow Your instructions, by service and devotee association becone worthy servant of Yours.



Your eternal servants. 

Acatieva Anna and Ruslan. 

            

        
            
                Anna Körmendi

                Dearest Devamrita Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to You and Your lotus feet on the most auspicious day of Your appearence.

What a year! Now that I find myself in the fortunate position to be able to glorify You, I constantly think of every wonderful thing You’ve done in order to save me, an unqualified, fallen soul, even before knowing me – it also indicates Your unlimited greatness.

This year in February I moved into the Budapest ashram as a brahmacharini and started distributing books full time. At that time I was not so sure about all of this, and I can now admit that I was a bit scared of the unknown – just graduated from university, quit a nice job-, but on my last night at home you appeared in my dream and I still can recall the experience, how real it felt, how comforting your presence was, and how you made every little piece of my doubts disapper, how you cleared my vision about the future and the choice I was about to make, and this is how I feel about you still when I hear from you, see you, even from afar like now, in times likes this when our material bodies are even more confined to one place due to travel restrictions. But by Krishna’s arrangement and the ocean of Your mercy I got the chance to write to You and exchange letters with You. Even if I ask the most obvious questions, You still take time to answer them and help me through the challenges.

I’d never be able to repay you for your endless compassion, inspiration that You’re giving every single day, I can only express my eternal gratitude for your example of a pure devotee, an example for perfect devotional service, and I can just hope that one day I can get your magical association, as I have no other desires than serving you. Your love and dedication for the mission of Lord Caitanya and Srila Prabhupada gives the world hope everyday, and intensifies my faith that this is the one and only reality that we live now. Listening to Your lectures makes me feel you’re bringing the spiritual world closer and closer to us. 

Please please please keep inspiring me, give your blessings and mercy so I can stay close to the devotees, to the sankirtan movement, to Your lotus feet. We have no hope other than that.



Your eternal servant,

Bhaktin Anna Körmendi 



            

        
            
                Annabelle

                Hare Krishna Devamrita Maharaja 

Please accept my humble obeisances 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada





When I look around, everything in the world is uncertain and unsteady.  You are the only person I know who remains so calm and steady, and in fact flourishes despite all disruptions.  You truly know how to use every situation for the advancement of real life.  Thank you for showing us by example what success means.  



Thank you very much for taking the position to help everyone in the best way, by helping them understand who they are and who is Krsna.  Thank you for being very kind and engaging as many people as possible in devotional service. 



I really like how you always find ways to make transcendental topics easier to understand, as well as relatable for us, so that we will have a better chance at understanding.  You always present a beautiful balance of clarity, curiosity, gravity and humour in all your talks and classes, which is one reason why people are so attracted to hearing you.



In high school, I once had to write down my goals for the year, but, being frustrated with the idea of academic goals, I decided to be “rebellious”, and wrote down, “What is real happiness?”  It was only a matter of months later that one of your devotees stopped me on the street, and presented me with a copy of your “Hiding in Unnatural Happiness”.  Since then I have been slowly attempting to learn that the key to real happiness is Krsna Consciousness.  Thank you for giving this key to so many people.



Later, when I first started reading Bhagavad Gita, I made the mistake of trying to understand it by sheer brute force of stubbornness, as I would attempt to study a material subject.  But as Srila Prabhupada himself explains in Bhagavad Gita, we can’t understand Krsna like that, we can only try to begin to understand Him by His mercy, and the mercy of the spiritual master, through devotional service.  Recently I’ve been listening to your classes on Bhagavad Gita, and it’s like you are taking away the coverings from my eyes so that I can gradually gradually start to understand some of what Bhagavad Gita means.



Please give me the opportunity to serve your servants in some small way, even though I do not have any desirable qualities.  I understand that the spiritual master, by His mercy, may engage conditioned souls in such a way that they may be able to render some service, despite being in such a poor position. This is my only way home. 



Praying to be eager for the desire to take shelter at your lotus feet,

Your aspiring servant

Annabelle 











            

        
            
                Apurva-madhuri dd

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you on this very holy day of your appearance.



Here in this offering I will attempt to reflect on how you, carrying on the legacy of your spiritual master, are slowly but surely imprinting on my consciousness what it actually means to live a civilised life; a life which provides the physical and emotional freedom to grow and nourish one's devotional creeper. I resist it so much even when I know it's in best interest not to, yet I can see that because of you, I am getting somewhere...slowly! In your firm but patient way, you continually remind me of our sambandha, abhidheya and prayojana, just as Srila Prabhupada does through his books and lectures.



In your sober and potent offering to Srila Prabhupada this year, you describe 'dreadful storm clouds' of global problems which are 'darkening the sky'. This is all on top of the erosion of human wellbeing and behaviour which you observe as the antithesis to Prabhupada's vision of 'the' civilisation, one in which self-restraint and other aspects of sattva guna are understood for what they are: the gateway to actual freedom of spirit. Your critical analysis of the social changes from your generation to the current one(s) has always struck me as significant. Sometimes I get carried away thinking that we are more 'woke' than ever, when the reality is that just because we have more knowledge about certain issues (for example, human rights and psychology) doesn't mean we have the collective strength of character to fix them. To paraphrase a point you've made plenty of times, we can only make change in the world when we understand and work on ourselves at the deepest level, and that means going beyond seeing and experiencing the mind and body as the self. There also seems to be a correlation between the social degradation you describe and the environmental destruction we have seen in recent years. How can we possibly think we are 'evolving' if we continue to damage and plunder our surroundings? 



It's tempting to just 'tap out' of all of this - to shut down and block it out. This is what our human brains have evolved to do to us when we cannot find any solution to the stressor in front of us. But no, you never tap out Gurudeva. You continue to spend every single day of your life trying to help humanity get right to the root of the problem. What excuse do I have? I have no choice but to follow you, just as you follow your Srila Prabhupada. As you describe, there are 'life sustaining bhakti seeds' available to us by the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Guru-Krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija. I am forever indebted to you for the hope you continually instil in me, despite so many external and internal obstacles we all face. May I develop the spiritual intelligence to actually appreciate every moment I spend hearing from you and receiving your instructions, and apply them to my life and in my meager efforts to reach others.  



As Suta Goswami says in chapter 2 the first canto,



tadā rajas-tamo-bhāvāḥ

kāma-lobhādayaś ca ye

ceta etair anāviddhaṁ

sthitaṁ sattve prasīdati



'As soon as irrevocable loving service is established in the heart, the effects of nature’s modes of passion and ignorance, such as lust, desire and hankering, disappear from the heart. Then the devotee is established in goodness, and becomes completely happy'. This is our medicine.



Thank you for leading me always. 



Forever your aspiring servant and daughter,

Apurva-madhuri devi dasi 



            

        
            
                Aravinda Nabha das

                Dear Gurudeva, please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada, 

All glories to you on this Auspicious day of your appearance.



As you stated in your offering to Srila Prabhupada, we glorify him for delivering the western countries.

Recently I've been thinking about how you have taken Srila Prabhupada and his mission very seriously.



Starting off as "the Hard Luck Kid" you persevered in daily book distribution, despite no external results your sincerity placed you as the sankirtan leader.

As if by providence you became very sick and flew off to LA to join the BBT.



There in LA you took part in the famous CC marathon where Prabhupada personally blessed you with the words  “...so by this your endeavor you will all go back home back to Godhead."

Young and very qualified with your ticket in hand you could have moved to Hawaii, got married and settled for an "easy" life in Krishna consciousness. 

Instead you gave up sunny California at 27 to go behind the Iron Curtain.



With a desire to get the dust of Srila Prabhupada's lotus feet your heroic motto was "I may live or die but Bhagavad-Gita is eternal"



From Yale grad to book smuggler, you were wanted by the KGB and took the life long vow of Sanyasa at age 32.



Despite early ISKCONs big ups and downs, you held tight to Prabhupada's books and came to Kiwi Loka to save us.

Almost 30 years ago starting from scratch you made devotees and empowered them to effectively run western outreach centres which have become a template to transplant worldwide.

Formally accepting the role of Guru you perform the heart breaking task of giving shelter to the wild west. It's not just flower garlands and maha prasad, you pour your heart into persons who don't just ungratefully leave you but even sometimes criticize you.



Writing books, Traveling, Preaching, playing the GBC role, It seems there's nothing you're not willing to do for Prabhupada.



Although you have done so much for Srila Prabhupada, you're not finished, you have your sights on fulfilling Prabhupada's desire for New Zealand.

As a bramachari your locker door had a letter from Prabhupada. This letter explained that Prabhupada had given one devotee such a big opportunity to play a key role in Lord Caitanya's movement, yet he had fallen down. Prabhupada went on to explain that he wasn't worried though because he knew lord Caitanya would send someone else to get the job done.



On the 26th of May 1972 Srila Prabhupada Wrote a letter to one of his leading men, who later on had some difficulty. This letter expressed Srila Prabhupada's desire for New Zealand, no mention of temples but rather he explained that New Zealand is a first class country for farming and raising cows.



This leader was given such an important task to fulfill in the western world, the basis and beginning of Varnashram Dharma.



The unfortunate reality is that Prabhupada's desire for New Zealand remains largely unfulfilled.



I think that Lord Caitanya has sent you here to fulfill this task for Srila Prabhupada. You personally explained to me that you have studied farms, you also deal with Gita Nagari, you know what it takes in terms of both Land and man power. It's no small task.



Nowadays the kind of farmland Prabhupada would want is in the millions. Our only hope is by preaching, somehow, some way, someone needs to be caught by the sankirtan movement and give Prabhupada his Farm. 

You have an army of preachers, young and old, male and female, married and single. We are all inspired by your personal example and wish to assist you in pleasing Srila Prabhupada.



Why can't a million dollar farm be given to you? Prabhupada wants it, you want to please Prabhupada and we want to please you. as you explain this is vedic Technology, Parampara.



On this auspicious Day of your appearance I'm begging at your lotus feet for a part in your mission to please Prabhupada. I pray that I may never become envious and uncooperative but rather let me be happy to drive the sankirtan van, sleep on the floor, stand on the street, cook, clean and be told what to do.  



Both you and I know I'm not very sharp, and not so competent, but I'm happy. This is the greatest opportunity, like an ordinary farm boy who can become a hero in war time. 



I wish to offer my short life to you who are seriously engaged in assisting Prabhupada to deliver the western countries.



aspiring to serve you always,



Aravinda Nabha das



            

        
            
                Arjun Ajayan Edathumkandy

                Hare Krishna Maharaj,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

Happy Appearance day.

I feel fortunate to be in Melbourne congregation and living in Bhakta Bhavan.

By the mercy of devotees like Gopa Vrindesh Prabhu and Nithyananda Priya Prabhu I was able to attend your retreat in Oct 2016. During that time I was fortunate to have your short Darshan and during that time I mentioned that I am new to Melbourne as a student and lonely missing my parents. At that instance you told me that Gopa Vrindesh Prabhu will look after me as a brother and take care of me. Till now Prabhu is a brother to me takes care and guides in all times.

Thank you Gurudev for your blessings.

Hope by the guidance of Gopa Vrindesh Prabhu I can please you and Prabhupada soon.

Looking forward to seeing you tomorrow in the zoom session.

Seeking your prayers and blessings.



Your Humble Servant, 

Arjun.



            

        
            
                Asrayananda das

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances



On the occasion of your appearance, I would simply like to thank you for your personal support and your unwavering devotion to Srila Prabhupada and the mission of Lord Caitanya. 



Over the years I feel while the demands of the ashram progress, it is always a fascinating experience that we have become more conscious of the subtleties of spiritual life while in such chaos! 



With this, my respect and gratitude to you and our great examples is deepened each year, while simultaneously being revealed the seemingly endless anarthas that have been obscured by our own ignorance!



You offer so much inspiration and assurance to us. Your dedication to guru and Gauranga is becoming gradually perceived as the years go by. When I want to look into how to free up time to deepen hearing and chanting, I look to your example. You know how to not waste time! 



Thank you for always directing us to hearing and chanting. Sadhana and regular reading has made my life possible. It is the ultimate freedom, as it helps to deal with anarthas as well as renders us strong and complimentary members of Iskcon.



Wishing you a incredible day and many more to come, I beg for your blessings to be able to preach and inspire people to take up Krishna Consciousness. I pray for your blessings to help those devotees in need of assistance and stability





Much love, gratitude and respect



Your servant



Asrayananda dasa





            

        
            
                Atma-Dharma Dasa

                Dear Gurudeva 

Please accept my respectful obeisances.  

All glories to Srīla Prabhupāda.



You have such taste for the nectarine topics of Krsnas name, form, qualities and lilas. 

You are kindly injecting enthusiasm for these topics to your desciples. 



In this Material world there is nothing worth striving for all zeros, but you have given us Krsna Consciousness.

This is the most wonderful purpose in life. The Greatest purpose. Development of our original relationship with the Lord and the chance to assist you in giving this gift to others. 





Thank you very much.  



Your servant Ātmā-Dharma dāsa 







            

        
            
                Bāla Gopāla dāsa

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances in the sacred dust of your lotus feet.



All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance in this world !

All glories to Srila Prabhupada !



In Srimad Bhagavatam 5.6.16 Srila Prabhupada states:



These instructions are so powerful that even in this age of Kali, one can attain perfection simply by explaining the instructions, following in the footsteps of the Acaryas or listening to the instructions with great attention. If one does so, one can attain the platform of pure devotional service to Lord Vasudeva. The pastimes of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and his devotees are recorded in Srimad Bhagavatam so that those who recite these past times and listen to them will become purified. Nityam Bhagavata Sevaya. As a matter of principle devotees should read speak and hear Srimad Bhagavatam persistently twenty four hours daily if possible. That is the recommendation of Sri Caitanya Mahāprabhu. 



His Grace Vaisesika Prabhu spoke of you as:



"One who is stepped in Srimad Bhagavatam, living Bhagavatam, breathing Bhagavatam... "



You are so intoxicated by descriptions of Krsna in Srimad Bhagavatam that after lovingly reciting Krsna Katha, you have to stop yourself from again repeating the very same pastimes again.



Indeed so lost in the waves of love of Godhead, you even give Srimad Bhagavatam classes in your sleep.



In your youth, your yearning to uncover a universal solution to all the world's problems was so sincere, so striking in your person. After studying with the world's finest and leaving them aside, the most profound highly realised Maha Bhagavata author - Srila Prabhupada - was discovered. His every word spoken was thoroughly realised, not theory - but reality. So much taste you had for his every publication that at the age of 21 years you gave $20,000 in eager search of Srimad Bhagavatam.



In current affairs you comment:



"We have now a situation in which human beings are thinking, 'have we lost the plot'? and this type of thinking will simply increase."



With ominous power you then stated,



"You can mark my words, material nature has only just begun to inflict its havoc...



(Why?) ... Because human beings are so proud unnecessarily. Now more than ever the distribution of Srimad Bhagavatam is so important."



In Searching for Vedic India, you clearly describe the dark direction of advances in science, military and security with chilling terror. Progress in initiating and transmitting diseases, psychological disorders, setting off earthquakes, volcanoes and all kinds of havoc has been developed.



You explain that Srimad Bhagavatam can solve the world's problems and the more we participate in the distribution of Srimad Bhagavatam the more we'll get a front row seat in seeing how the world changes.



You continue:



"One by one you can see individuals changing, and as you become more advanced we will detect how society as a whole is changing"



The time I spent in communist Europe trying by hook or crook trying to infiltrate Srila Prabhupada's books...



It may sound pie in the sky to you now, it may sound to you like devotional platitudes, but...



Srila Prabhupada told us if his books are distributed behind the iron curtain, the iron curtain is finished. We took that as our life's mission. 



I had a personal motto: I may live or die doing this service in this dangerous place but Bhagavad Gita, Srimad Bhagavatam are eternal..." 



It is indeed so enthusing to see young freshly shaven headed devotees possess that semi anxious, concerned, serious look on their faces that 'I've got to do my reading prabhu'.



You have explained when someone has a full set of Prabhupada's books, just even a set of Srimad Bhagavatam, the whole house changes, "we don't know what's going to happen to them and when, but life is never the same."



You reveal your heart by saying: 



"My constant prayer is how the set distribution can increase...



It is just what our spirit souls require and it will make a difference in the world. That's why Srila Prabhupada was pushing so much to have his books distributed - he knew the world would change. If you want the vision to see that, participate in this grandest effort and you'll be there at the party, you'll be seeing these miracles and your spiritual life will never be the same."



People are choking their souls to spiritual death by binging on political lies, fairytales and fear mongering, social media addictions, pummelling themselves with endless in-person and on-screen promiscuity, endangering their functional sanity with high risk intoxicants, desperate hoping that something will work out when it never has before, heart shattering heartbreaks, hurting themselves so much they try to cut at their own necks with knives, suicidal attempts that fail, leaving them hugely handicapped with even more suicidal tendencies. Everywhere more than ever, the social political environmental and spiritual madness is manifested, but unless and until they meet you - the walking talking Srimad Bhagavatam and your representatives, their lives are hopeless failures. 



When Sri Nityananda Prabhu was thinking about delivering Jagai and Madhai, He considered that if they could take up Lord Caitanya's order then that would truly say something amazing to the people of Navadvipa who ran away in fear of those two rogues. 



In the same way, so many of us are such horribly tragic cases of Kali yuga. But having being blessed by you as Nityananda's representative, we are now trying to relish Srimad Bhagavatam and Chant Hare Krsna, aspiring to become servants of the Panca Tattva. This is all your doing and your sharing your profound taste with us. This indeed evidences transformation and impresses the people that there is indeed hope.



You continue to enlighten us:



''The masses of people don't know the linking processes of devotional service how by linking with Krishna all problems of life can be solved on an individual level and a societal-level. Srila Prabhupada had no doubt that the mass distribution of Srimad Bhagavatam would produce a change in society.'' 



Although I roam amongst many untouchable people, the Maha Mantra has spread very far. At the Psychiatric hospital recently, I walked past a man raving to himself in all kinds of loud unknown tones. As I passed by I said "Hari" and  "Haribol" and he immediately started to chant the Hare Krsna maha mantra! 



You once explained:



"Prabhupada's potency is complete dedication to Srimad Bhagavatam, knowing that Bhagavatam distribution will change the face of the world."



"Our aim in life is to realise and to experience that Srimad Bhagavatam is the exact image of Sri Krsna. It's not just a religious book, it's the presence of Krishna, just as the Maha Mantra is. When we gain experience of these transcendental realities then we can effectively reach out to others...



We should reconsider our relationship to Srimad Bhagavatam. Srimad Bhagavatam is meant to stimulate our attraction to Krishna and revive our dormant love for Krishna. We've got to allow Bhagavatam to enter the core of our heart and work it's miracle.



Every syllable of Srimad Bhagavatam is saturated with Krishna Prema. We aspire to see that in every syllable, every syllable is ever fresh.



It's very important to approach Srimad Bhagavatam with the right attitude, just as it's important how we approach the Holy name, how we approach the Deity, how we approach the spiritual master and how we approach the Vaisnavas. Sanatana Goswami is not only leaning on Srimad Bhagavatam as his life support, he is clinging, he is holding tight. We aspire for just a drop of that ocean of reality."



Thank you Gurudeva for giving us the clear, ever relevant solution to all the worlds horrific problems noticed and unnoticed by us.



You are indeed one of the wealthiest, most precious people in the world and to inherit all these incredible realisations from you as your aspiring disciple and son will be the ultimate perfection of my life.



Bhaktivinoda Thakura in Bhajana Lalasa 12 sings:



"Gurudeva! When, with a steady mind in a secluded place, will I sing the name of Sri Krsna? When will the pandemonioum of worldly existence no longer echo in my ears and the diseases of the body remain far away? When will that day be mine?



When I chant “Hare Krsna”, tears of love will flow from my eyes and ecstatic rapture will arise within my body, causing my hair to stand on end and my body to become overwhelmed with divine love.



Faltering words choked with emotion will issue from my mouth. My body will tremble, constantly perspire, turn pale and discoloured, and become stunned. All of this will be like a devastation of ecstatic love and cause me to fall unconscious.



When will such a genuine ecstatic condition be mine? I will constantly sing the holy name and remain absorbed in profound devotion while maintaining the material body. In this way I will obtain your mercy."





Aspiring to become,

the humble servant of your servants  

Bāla Gopāla dāsa













 

            

        
            
                Balarama Acarya das

                My dear Gurudeva, my dear spiritual father,



Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances unto the fine dust of your lotus feet. All glories to your appearance day, an auspicious day so precious for the suffering, conditioned souls of this age. All glories to you dear Gurudeva ! All glories to Srila Prabhupada !



Through the windows from the room that I reside at the Parama Karuna Ashrama, an extension of your energy and a sheltering umbrella that mercifully protect me and other ashrama devotees from the Kali Yuga thunderstorm, I meditate on this transcendental device that you carefully crafted to induce people to hear and chant about Krishna. This device is your Bhakti Lounge in Wellington, infused with your everlasting instructions and spiritual intelligence. It is a holy place, as it is blessed by your very presence. All glories to Bhakti Lounge Dhama ! All glories to you dear Gurudeva !



Looking from this room, it is as though I am peeking into the spiritual world: I see devotees going here and there, completely engaged blissfully in serving you and Krishna; I hear devotees absorbingly glorifying Krishna in kirtan, or talking about Krishna with one another, sometimes laughing, sometimes joking, in a jolly mood; I smell the devotional aroma that overflows from Bhakti Lounge’s engine room - the kitchen, when devotees attentively prepare a variety of preparations for your and Krishna’s pleasure; I feel the rhythmic trembling of the room as devotees dance ecstatically for the pleasure of Gauranga.



How does this fallen soul deserve this fortune ? Not only am I able to observe these admirable devotional activities in action, but I am also given an opportunity to perform these activities - a rarity in this age. This fortune is all due to your mercy that flows through the parampara. But my misfortune is, at this stage of my practice, I can neither fully comprehend the breadth and depth of your mercy, nor understand the immense sacrifices that you have undergone for me and other conditioned souls.



My Dear Gurudeva, please kindly allow me to wholeheartedly receive your mercy. Please mercifully instruct me in removing these unwanted qualities, namely envy, lust, greed, anger, illusion and madness, which have been accumulated for too long on the mirror of my heart. Please allow me to humbly and submissively imbibe your instructions in every conscious moment in my life with patience and determination, so I may become a real, sincere and disciplined disciple of yours so you may become pleased. Please allow me to align my minute interests with yours, to serve your sincere servants, your disciples and Srila Prabhupada’s mission in ISKCON. I beg you to grant me spiritual strength in devotee association so I may become a servant of the servants of your servants, always desiring to serve you, through them, in a cooperative and humble mood, always placing Krishna in the centre. My prayer to you to please allow me to serve every living entity selflessly, without interruption and material motivation, bringing them closer to the fine dust of your lotus feet.



Your mercy is all-pervading like rain clouds, pouring soothing and cool water to extinguish the blazing fire of material existence. Whenever I look up at the sky and see the clouds, I pray that I can always remember you, your merciful glance, and your presence in the form of your instructions.



Recently, by your mercy, I prepared for and served you prasadam - this is the most absorbing service that you have mercifully given me so far in my spiritual life. I remembered how you taught me that the consciousness of the cook, the devotee who offers the bhoga, the server and the person who takes the prasadam, determines the potency of the prasadam. Remembering your instructions, one time, I tried my very best, pouring out all I have, to infuse my affection, attention and devotion that I have for you into the planning, cooking, curating and offering of the preparations. When I finally served you dear Gurudeva, I felt this loving devotion towards you flowing from my heart through my arms and palms and fingers to the prasadam, as I scooped spoonfuls of prasadam onto your plate. You gracefully honored the prasadam, which I understood as your loving reciprocation towards my effort. I felt transcendental bliss, which makes material enjoyment completely pale. From this service, I realised, no one in this world but you dear Gurudeva could make this lowly servant of yours to repose such a focussed and intimate effort in pleasing someone, not even in my biological father, with whom I used to consider as someone having the most intimate relationship. 



It is only you Gurudeva, who can so lovingly bring out the minute good qualities from this lowly servant of yours, and engage me in devotional service. You are teaching me what real love is, and I am slowly and gradually starting to understand this subject that knows no depth. All good qualities are due to your instructions; all unwanted qualities are due to my misuse of freewill.



I desire to stay truly alive by remembering, contemplating and applying your instructions everyday, just as I need to breathe air everyday to stay alive as long as I am trapped in this material body. Your instructions, however, are beyond this material body as they are directed to the soul and are eternal, unrestrained by time and space. Wherever I go, I want to think that as long as I am allowed to serve your instructions, whether I am in hell or heaven, close or far away from you, whether you are apparently present or absent, I will be as happy as a dog wagging my tail, faithfully and loyally remembering your lotus feet in my heart, patiently and eagerly waiting for your next instructions. If you desire, please bestow this mood of humility, surrender and selfless servitude unto me so you may become more and more pleased with me.



Staying at your Parama Karuna Ashrama, I am very happy serving you dear Gurudeva, through serving your servants and sincere disciples. If you are willing, please continue to engage me in devotional service. 



My body, mind and words are yours dear Gurudeva. Please accept the little service that I try to offer you and your servants. Please be pleased with me. One day in this short life, with your permission, I hope I may become a useful instrument of yours to fulfill Srila Prabhupada’s mission.



Please accept my most humble and respectful obeisances unto you, again and again, on this auspicious day. 



A menial servant of your servants of your servants,

Balarama Acarya das 

            

        
            
                Bali Daityaraja dasa

                Dear Gurudeva, 

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet, 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



On this most auspicious day of your appearance I’d like to sincerely thank you for everything you have done for me Gurumaharaj. For saving me from my express route to the hellish planets. For giving me Krsna Nama! Srimad Bhagavatam and the association of Krsna devotees. For the super excellent pastimes of Sri Krsna and his devotees. For a chance to play a part in  Mahaprabhus’ sankirtana mission. Thank you for engaging me in your service to please Srila prabhupada and the parampara. Even though I’m self-centered and unintelligent by your mercy the world seems dry without these things. 



You are our guiding light Gurudeva. You show by your example how real life lies in Krsnas service. I pray that one day you can be proud to call me your disciple.



Aspiring to be your worthy servant and son,

Bali Daityaraja dasa

            

        
            
                Bhaka Caleb

                Dear Gurudeva



Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your apperance.



Thank you for all you have done to share Krishna with us all. Nothing i can do will ever match how much you have done for me. I hope that one day i can hold a small candle to your tumultuous ever-effulgunt bonfire consisting of your warmth of love for Krishna, an monumental inspiration to us all, leading us away for the darkness of the age of Kali.





If it weren't for your mercy, 

where would i be?

Because of your innovative leadership,

Now we can see! 



A chance to be a human, 

You have given to me

Blind as a bat before 

But Now we can see! 



Enlivening! And bold!  And full of

Gaurangas mercy! 

You are Spreading it like wildfire

And Now we can see! 



The glories of Nectar of devotion, 

You read with such ecstacy 

A massive inspiration, we thankyou for

Helping us to see!



Through service to your lotus feet

With utmost Sincerity 

Following your willful instructions 

The more we will be able to see!



I offer my respectful obeisances

With attempted humility.

All glories to you

Now we can see! 





Maybe one day i can render some useful service to help your mission of spreading krishna consciousness. I pray that one day krishna will give me the intelligence to serve you more adequately, and it will be only because of your mercy that i will ever be able to do anything. 



Begging Krishna to allow me to become useful enough to serve your lotus feet, 

Your ever-indebted aspiring servent,

Bhakta Caleb

            

        
            
                Bhakta Martin (from germany now in ISKCON Wales)

                Dear Gurudev,

I offer my respectful obeisance’s to your lotus feet.



This is Bhakta Martin from Germany, It’s been 10 months now since I moved to Wales.



I remember, when you came here last year you told me that I am on the way to become “a swan like person”. Everyday when I walk home along the river Taff and observe one of the Swans in the water I wonder, if this prophecy will actually come true..



Not over night that is for sure. Anarthas haunt me like evil ghosts, nightmares of irresistible temptations, images of women, intoxication, lost of control, darkness and finally my alarm wakes me up. Trying to adhere to my only shelter - you’re instruction. That penetrate with infinite depth trough the Parampara.



Yesterday I finished the Bhakta course. My personal highlight was the storytime with Gopal-raya prabhu in which he read from Sivarama Swamis “Suddha bhakti cintamani” the story of Alex and his way to perfection. It helped me to develop a broader vision, where bhakti is aiming at &amp; that it’s not only about battling the uncontrolled mind. 



Lord Chaitanya causeless merci, has brought me in contact with you. To give me a clearer vision of reality. In a lecture where you speak about “inconceivable information in SB” you explain to understand the SB it is necessary to see every personality in terms of a yoga power. This helped me to understand, that everything is driven by a person, by consciousness. Dead matter can’t move itself.

I’m especially grateful for your impulse on the establishment of a Contemporary ashram here in Wales. So that newcomers to bhakti, like me, can have some time to readjust from the darkness of Kali Yuga.



I’m trying my best on the street to distribute Srila Prabhupads books and I’m grateful for the opportunity. Please bless me with the right intelligence, so that I can surpass the mental platform, penetrate the hearts of the persons that I meet and act as an instrument of Lord Chaitanyas love. Nimitta-matram bhava savya-sacin.



All glories to you’re words, thoughts, endeavors,

you’re insignificant servant

Bhakta Martin



            

        
            
                Bhakta Rajat S.Roy

                

Hare Krishna Gurudeva.

All glories to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada.

Please accept my humble obeisances.

   

  I take this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa Puja to express my immense gratitude for having found shelter at your lotus feet amidst this dense darkness of material existence. Please forgive all offences incurred if possible:



  “Since times immemorial, misled, gone astray,

  Drenched in ignorance, implosive agonies in utter dismay,

  Disowned and forsaken, desperate and heartbroken

  Withered away, illusioned and shaken.

  Shattered to bits-beyond repair,

  Consumed by maya;

  Into her clutches craftily taken.

  Helpless and frail, to Krishna I yelled:

  “Safe haven, my friend” my heart impelled.

  Long white clouds, as they hovered

  over my head; Your transcendental love 

  Kept me fulfilled and sheltered.

  A bliss surpassing life’s thick and thins,

  Beyond all trivialities, bright and dims.”



 I am in crisis, both internal and external, since I know not what to do nor do I know how to. But all I know is that, if I surrender to Guru then life is successful. Only by your mercy do I have the good fortune to come across Srila Prabhupada. My biological parents always told me that one can only rightfully ask from elders and only give gratitude in return. Since you are His bonafide representative all I can truly ask from you is to bestow upon me the strength to execute that which is in my best interest. And I also thank you very much for enduring me (through your bonafide representatives).



 It’s still quite unbelievable how Krishna brought me to your lotus feet. Hopefully I will be worthy of surrender in some distant lifetime. Only through the mercy of Guru can the dense darkness of ignorance be vanquished . But I am so unqualified that I don’t have the sincerity to take your words into action. Please help me be a real man (although I am not man/woman or anything in relation to gross reality) so that I can help myself and help others. Please give me the strength to execute your orders which is as good as Krishna’s words i.e.:



 “Sarva dharman paritagya 

  Mam ekam svaranam vraja

  Aham tyam sarva papebhyo 

  Moksayisyami ma sucah”



  Please give me the strength to harness the following so that I can one day be the embodiment of an ideal offering to you: 

1. strength to be humbler than a blade of grass and more tolerant than a tree; 

2. wisdom to have equipoised vision to see everything/everyone through the eyes of authentic compassion; 

3. purity in thought, deeds and words; 

4. never ending enthusiasm for devotional service;

5. the strength to build good relations, good friends, be more loving and pleasing to others; 

6. the strength to stand for dharma and serve Krishna to the best of my abilities; 

7. the wisdom so that I can be rightfully the servant of the servant of the servant of the servant.......in a generous loving mood of surrender;

8. also the intelligence to discriminate.

 

I asked for all these things since I know that the best I can offer in my offering is an expression of my true desire which is to be blissful, loving and energetic. I often hear that Bhakti is “simple for the simple” and “complicated for the complicated”. I definitely don’t belong to the former category. But by your grace maybe one day I can employ my overcritical outlook towards being productive for Krishna.



 I am anxious as to what Krishna and His potencies will unfold through the next few months/years/decades of my life and hopefully I will be able to use them all in His service, only under your transcendental direction. All I can do is thank you humbly for all that you have done for the the world and myself. 

 

Please accept my humble obeisances! 



Your undeserving aspiring servant,

Rajat S.Roy.



  

            

        
            
                Bhakta T

                

All glories unto you dear Gurudeva, my respectful obeisances unto you, all Glories to Śrīla Prabhupada. 

...



I felt always consumed by the wish to forget,

Trying to convice myself there is no wrong or correct,

I left my soul sleeping on maya’s lap like her pet,

Consumed by the wish to forget

The wish to forget

The wish to forget ... 



And yet ... 

My eyes fill up with darkness ‘till I seen no sight,

All of a sudden a flash so bright,

And just at the perfect time you delivered to me trancendental light ...

This sight of absolute truth held inside of your being,

You wish to share with the world,

Transforming the all blind into all seeing,

Only by Your kindness do the ropes of the three modes start freeing ... the soul from the clutches of birth and death,

The world should sing of your glories until out of breath,

And fall face down in obeisances out of respect ... 



O Dear Gurudeva I wish I could describe further the glories of the service you render ... 

Since only now, by the mercy of your kindness like a fan on an ember ... you've burnt up my wish to forget with the wish to remember,

The wish to remember 

The wish to remember ... 



Your lowly servant,

Bhakta T

            

        
            
                Bhakti-lata devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.



Vyasa-puja day is our opportunity to appreciate and meditate on your qualities as our spiritual master, and that activity is naturally pleasing to Krishna.

As we understand it, the path of bhakti is not so much about renouncing the world but about attaching ourselves to Krishna. If we turn our worldly attachments towards devotees who are attached to Krishna, then we can also develop an attachment to Krishna. Among all devotees we develop an attachment to, the initiating spiritual master is our prominent way to connect to Krishna. You are always engaged in Krishna’s service. When you give classes and you express your attachment to read Srila Prabhupada’s books, I also feel inspired to read with more attention and eagerness.  



At the beginning of Srimad-Bhagavatam, when the sages asked 6 questions to Suta Goswami, they also asked him that while answering their questions, he also takes into consideration that in kali yuga, people are lazy, quarrelsome, misguided, unlucky, and above all, always disturbed. Suta Goswami then expertly made a suitable presentation as he had understood it from Sukadeva Goswami. Coming all the way down the parampara through Srila Prabhupada, you present to us the same knowledge in a way we can easily assimilate it. You always show care and sensitivity to see how the message of Krishna consciousness can be best understood, using contemporary examples and being attuned to the current thought process that is there in the world and affecting devotees to some degree. Just recently, you mentioned that right now it is prevalent for people to assume that the world is usually safe and that it’s just currently going through turbulence. But you took the opportunity to correct that misconception and reminded us that materially everything always keeps fluctuating and changing. Life in the material world is always shaky &amp; precarious. 



“This Age of Kali is not at all suitable for self-realization as was Satya-yuga, the golden age, or Tretā- or Dvāpara-yugas” (SB1.1)

Yet the journey is made a lot smoother and direct with the help of the spiritual master. Year after year you continue extending yourself, reaching out to people, and making yourself available to uplift, nourish and encourage whoever you meet. And as you mentioned once, sometimes the instruction may just be ‘Chant &amp; be happy”. Sometimes we expect special custom-made instructions just for our situation, but you point out that general instructions are no less important. 



“The expert spiritual master knows well how to engage his disciple’s energy in the transcendental loving service of the Lord, and thus he engages a devotee in a specific devotional service according to his special tendency” (purport CC Adi 1.35)

I have seen your disciples serving in many different capacities. Yet you relate to all of them and encourage them according to their situations, be they single, parents, young or old. 



Every day I am grateful for your help and guidance in my life, I am embarrassed to think that due to my conditioning I sometimes complain. Thank you for taking me under your shelter. I pray that I can please you with my service.



Your servant,

Bhakti-lata devi dasi

            

        
            
                Bhakti-sara Dasa

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine



pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥ





Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 





In the bhakti career of a sadhaka, faith plays a pivotal role. There are many occasions when the faith is tested. Although a kanishtha adhikari has a weak faith, equal opportunity is available for him to advance. This is especially true due to the appearance of Caitanya Mahaprabhu in this age.



Srila Prabhupada gave an example: sometimes there is rain even though there are no clouds in the sky. Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy is like that. Kali yuga residents cannot be given permission to travel to Goloka, but Mahaprabhu’s mercy can drown anyone in the ocean of nectar in spite of their demerit points.



In the purport to Bhagavad Gita 9.3 it is mentioned: “The faithless cannot accomplish this process of devotional service. Faith is created by association with devotees. Unfortunate people, even after hearing all the evidence of Vedic literature from great personalities, still have no faith in God. They are hesitant and cannot stay fixed in the devotional service of the Lord. Thus faith is a most important factor for progress in Kṛṣṇa consciousness.” Spiritual master’s association comes in two forms – Vapu and Vani. By such association with a bona fide spiritual master one can increase faith to higher levels.



We hear that Srila Prabhupada said: “ISKCON is my body and BBT is my heart”. So all the followers of Prabhupada are duty bound to use their intelligence to plan for Krishna’s service and to cooperate with the fellow devotees to assist Prabhupada. Within ISKCON we find three ecosystems coexisting. Guru-disciple, Organisational and the Social ecosystems. It is a great art to have a healthy and wholesome coexistence of these ecosystems in our bhakti life. Gurudeva you are showing this perfectly with your personal example. 



Material existence is characterized by envy. Krishna spoke in confidence to Arjuna and he understood the message of Bhagavad Gita because he was non-envious (…pravakṣyāmy anasūyave, BG 9.1).  Our envy for anyone in this world is the indication of our envy for Krishna who is the possessor of six opulences in unlimited quantity. If we envy Krishna then we also envy Krishna’s pure representative, the spiritual master. That is why the third offence to the holy name – guror avajñā – is one of the most grievous offences. In dictionary avajñā means – disrespect, contempt, slighting, low esteem and disregard. So disrespecting, criticising, blaming and not following the instructions of the spiritual master are all symptomatic of this pandemic - Envy.



Theoretically knowing these facts, I struggle to imbibe the higher principles in my life. Dullness of sloth, passion for material gratification (both gross and subtle) and rare drops of goodness that bring oceans of pride, are the anchors that are stopping the progress of my bhakti boat. The different levels of disciple are mentioned in Srimad Bhagavatam 9.18.44 – “A son who acts by anticipating what his father wants him to do is first class, one who acts upon receiving his father's order is second class, and one who executes his father's order irreverently is third class. But a son who refuses his father's order is like his father's stool.” I aspire to reach at least the second-class level.



Thank you Gurudeva for all the mercy and guidance that you have given. On this auspicious day kindly bless me so I can understand that Krishna is the Supreme enjoyer, the Supreme proprietor and my dear most friend.



bhoktāraṁ yajña-tapasāṁ sarva-loka-maheśvaram

suhṛdaṁ sarva-bhūtānāṁ jñātvā māṁ śāntim ṛcchati





Aspiring to be your humble servant

Bhakti-sar Dasa





            

        
            
                Bhaktin Erin

                Dear Maharaja, 



All glories to Srila Prabhupada, and you, on this most auspicious day of your vyasa puja! 



Recently I was reflecting on the first time I was granted the opportunity to have darshan with you. I had only been in the ashram for a couple of weeks, and had never spoken to a senior vaisnava outside of ISKCON Wales before. 



I didn't even really know what taking darshan meant. All I'd been told was that I could have a chat with you and ask questions, if I wanted to. I, of course, jumped at the opportunity, having seen some of your classes at the temple and knowing how respected and loved you were within the yatra. 



But I still didn't know what to expect. And it's fair to say, I definitely didn't go about greeting you in the proper way. I didn't offer my obeisances. In fact, I didn't even know how or where to sit in your presence. Still, you were kind and guided me to sit on the floor in front of your feet. 



You led most of the conversation, as I was too nervous to speak freely or ask questions. And despite my wrongdoings and offences on that day, you blessed me with so much encouragement and priceless guidance. 



But the thing that surprised me most about this first encounter of ours, was something you asked me about half way through. 



You came right out and asked "are you a quiet girl or are you a party girl?" 



I was pretty taken aback. I fumbled over my thoughts for a while - do I tell the truth? Do I lie? Surely I can't lie to someone so advanced? I'll probably go to hell or something! 



So, warily, I admitted "I was a party girl." 



And you looked surprised, which I guess was a nice thing. Maybe I had managed to disguise myself as an innocent and chaiste devotee after only a month or two of practicing. 



Then, you proceeded to ask me what my favourite night club was. At this point, I thought he must be messing with me. Surely this is a trick question! He can't possibly want to know what my favourite club is! 



I was very confused. I don't remember what I said, I'm pretty sure I probably told you the truth, but the answer isn't important. 



Because when I look back, I realise that it wasn't that you were making fun of me, and it certainly wasn't the case that you were interested in the Swansea nightlife scene. 



Rather, you just wanted to make me feel more comfortable in your presence. And that, it did. 



And over the years, this has remained one of my favourite things about you. Despite my embarrassing offences and naivety, you remain compassionate and charming. 



You welcome new devotees with open arms and give us so much hope to push forward in this Krishna Consciousness movement. 



You were the first guru I ever met, and to this day, I dare say you are the best. 



I hope one day I can properly reciprocate these blessings you have bestowed upon me, and the community you have provided. 



All my gratitude on this special day, 

YS Erin 

            

        
            
                Bhaktin Luna (Bhakti Lounge Wellington)

                To Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada !



About a year ago I started to properly try and chant 16 rounds every day and follow the regulative principles. Before this, I was very much cloudy minded, full of so many anxieties and had no idea what to do with myself. All I could do was follow what others were doing, distract and entertain myself with what I thought were very intellectual and alternative ‘art’ films and music, and do the reasonable thing and get a degree after high school. I had people in my life that I thought were nice and smart, but our relationships were limited, and they couldn’t tell me what the goal of life was or what was really going to satisfy my heart and the real me. Looking back I was really suffering then. 



I came to Wellington to study and near the end of my first year is when I met the devotees and started coming to the Bhakti Lounge.  Your book ‘Hiding in Unnatural Happiness’ was the first I read and Radhika-bhava, who had made friends with me, encouraged me to finish it soon because you were coming to visit. In the first workshop I attended you asked everyone the question “What do you live for?”. I had never thought about this deeply before, but in your presence and having just read your book, it all made me have a moment of ‘what is my life? What am I doing? I don’t know anything, I don’t know why I’m suffering so much, I don’t know how to handle life’. It really stirred something deep in me. 



I know that I don’t yet have much realisation about what it really means to be chanting Hare Krishna and the significance of having the opportunity to associate with you and serve and make friends with the devotees at Bhakti Lounge, but reflecting on everything that has happened while I write this, I really am feeling thankful  to you because you have changed the direction of my life and existence. I can’t see the full picture, but sometimes I can feel that the nature of Bhakti has something to do with the core of me and what is really going to  satisfy me truly, and you and the other devotees have given me this opportunity and are helping me to apply myself and serve the devotees and Krishna. I hope that I can take this more seriously and apply myself more. 



You really inspire me to think more deeply about the situation that I am in in this material world and body, and be more for real. I was recently listening to a lecture where you were talking about this and you said “there is a price you pay for being for real, but that price is the gateway to freedom. The price you pay for being for real is to have no higher priority in life than your own enlightenment…self awareness, self knowledge, self realisation is my number one goal, I have no higher priority. That’s being for real”. I finish my third and last year of university this month, and so there is a lot of talk about future career plans amongst the students. This lecture is making me think a lot about what the number one priority in life is as I move on from my material education and figure out what is next in re-establishing my relationship with Krishna as a servant.



Thank you.







Your aspiring servant, 

Luna



            

        
            
                Bhaktin Rachel

                Dear Maharaja,

Please accept my most humble obeisance. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and the dust of your lotus feet.



It is the first time to write the Vyasa Puja offering to you. I am not very confident on it since I am so new to Krishna consciousness. I wrote to you that I have wasted much time at the first 2-3 years of learning Bhakti yoga. But I am very fortunate I can meet you and take shelter to your lotus feet. To be honest, I was not very comfortable for the learning style at the beginning, such as too much focus on the offences, not interesting class etc. Sometimes, I asked myself if Krishna Consciousness is really what I want?



Now I know I was so foolish and proud at that time. I am totally attracted by your transcendental knowledge and your wisdom. I know I have to read more books so that I can catch up your teaching. So I have read Srimad Bhagavatam for past 2 years. The more I read, the more I feel my fool and ignorance. I pray to Krishna, how can I connect with Gurudeva? He is so far in another country. I sent you some association video and pictures to you. When I get your reply email, I am very happy. Recently, it is Krishna’s mercy, I have contacted some devotee in Australia and she is very nice to tell me your regular ZOOM class information. Wonderful! I can associate with you from time to time. 

Your class just likes pure milk in Mayapur, full of knowledge nourishment. I know I am not very intelligent to understand 100%, but I will read more books to improve myself. Meanwhile, I can feel your fearless and happiness power. You know, I am still take medicine for the anxiety and depression. But I know it is only my body’s request for them, not mine. When I feel terrible, I will meditate your voice, smile and your instruction. They dispel the fear and bad feeling quickly. 



From the quality you demonstrated, I find the confidence on Bhakt Yoga, Holy name, ISKCON and the philosophy. “Material happiness make us blind”, you are the sunlight to dispel my darkness. 



Please accept the most ignorant and falling soul as your disciple and allow me serve your lotus feet. 



Your servant,

Bhaktin Rachel

            

        
            
                Bhaktini Noemi

                Dear Gurudeva,

please accept my most humble obeisances. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to you on this auspicious day of your appearance in this world.



Thank you Guru Maharaja for having accepted me as your aspiring spiritual daughter.

After so many lifetimes wasted rotting in the darkest region of material existence, by your mercy I have the opportunity to practice Krishna consciousness.

Just one year ago around this time I was travelling through New Zealand looking for my “own meaning”, asking everyone what they thought the “truth” of existence was, considering myself so exalted, and foolishly trying all sorts of things, reading all sorts of books and trusting all sorts of people. Even though I heard about Krishna consciousness there was no way I would take it up. I preferred trying to “meet God” through Ayahuasca and othe way foolish people told me to. 

But out of great compassion your devoted and merciful disciples took their precious time to cultivate me, a hopeless  24 year old “hippie”, they taught me how to chant, took care of me like a child and brought me to the recharge festival. I have been so fortunate to attend your lectures every morning, everyday I prayed that you never stop instructing me, because I actually had no clue of what the purpose of my life is.

One year ago I was reading misguiding books and now I have the fortune to be reading the 10th canto of Srimad Bhagavatam. I often forget how fortunate I am and I take it for granted.

I don’t understand how it is possible that I’m now here staying at New Gupta Vraja in the association of so many senior devotees.

I have the most fortunate opportunity to serve your lotus feet.



Gurudeva you established all these centers, community, mentor systems so that even the most fallen, degraded, hopeless, sinful jivas like me can actually take up devotional service in Kali yuga. I feel obliged to devote my entire life trying to assist you in your mission to spread love of Krishna to all the conditioned souls out there, if you desire me to do so. 



You made your Guru Maharaja’s instructions your life and soul, despite all difficulties. I pray that I may be able to understand what that means and apply it in my devotional service so that you may be pleased with me, Srila Prabhupada must be so pleased with you.



I honestly have no idea how I can repay you for having saved me, I beg you to please keep me under Your lotus feet, engaging me in whatever devotional service you find me worthy for, if there is any. 

Sorry for my ignorance, my incapability in glorifying you and my hard heart.

I also apologize for my embarrassing English skills.



Praying at your lotus feet,

your insignificant aspiring servant,

Noemi



            

        
            
                Bhauma Vrindavana Das

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances all glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



The feeling of life being a merry go round is not too distant for me at the moment. But hearing your soothing words, bellowing laugh and the appetite you have for sharing Krishna stops the fun fair ride in its tracks. Your hand guides me to more stable ground. 



I feel that I’m inadequate to be your disciple. Yet you never stop fighting for your devotees. I feel recently that I’ve taken you for granted. I’ve Forgotten about the lost souls that are crying out for a spiritual teacher, never to find one. I’m one of the lucky ones. 

You are the the rays of sunshine casting away the shadows and bringing warmth to the soul. Your selfless endeavour to give people Krishna, to encourage and promote Krishna Consciousness is awe inspiring. Gravitating towards you and desiring you to be my spiritual teacher is by far one of the best choices I’ve ever made. 



You bring to life the word living, you give it meaning, understanding and direction.  you give all of your devotees the example of how a devotee should follow in the footsteps of the parampra, how a devotee should behave and act following the teachings of Lord Caitanya. 



After recently reading:



CC Adi 1.44



yadyapi āmāra guru — caitanyera dāsa

tathāpi jāniye āmi tāṅhāra prakāśa



Although I know that my spiritual master is a servitor of Śrī Caitanya, I know Him also as a plenary manifestation of the Lord.



Prabhupada explains in his translation:

Every living entity is essentially a servant of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the spiritual master is also His servant. Still, the spiritual master is a direct manifestation of the Lord. With this conviction, a disciple can advance in Kṛṣṇa consciousness. The spiritual master is nondifferent from Kṛṣṇa because he is a manifestation of Kṛṣṇa.



I pray that my conviction in serving you increases and that this lost soul starts to unlock the nectar of Krishna Consciousness. 



Your humble servant, 



Yours always 



Bhauma Vrindavana Das

            

        
            
                Bhava Kanti devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to your service and Srila Prabhupada!



Despite my lack of spiritual knowledge and progress, I have still received your mercy that keeps me going during this time, as I am moving into new phases of this life. Because of your mission and service for Krishna, I have been able to receive strength in my spiritual practice.



Your mission to spread Krishna consciousness is greatly inspiring, and all the austerities and service that you do continue to inspire me further, and that is essential in my life right now. It is amazing to witness how expertly you have spread Krishna consciousness to a new generation, by being able to take timeless spiritual wisdom, and connect it to the modern world. On this auspicious day, we celebrate your birth on this planet, and the blessing that it brought to us all.



I am eternally grateful that you have taken me under your shelter, despite all my faults. I will continue to try my best in my own small way to follow, not only in your footsteps, but in the footsteps of all my wonderful god brothers and sisters. 



Your aspiring servant,



Bhava Kanti devi dasi



            

        
            
                Bhava Sandhi dd

                Dear Gurudeva.

Please accept my humble obeicesncies.

All glories to Srila Prabhuapada.

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasapuja.



When I sat down to think about writing a Vyasa-puja for you, my memories went back to well over a decade ago in New Gupta Vraja. I was heavily pregnant, and I was cooking your lunch when you unexpectedly walked through the front door. I started to offer obeisances and immediately with concern in your voice you said, "No, please don't". You enquired about my health and as usual thanked me for cooking. I was touched by your care and humility in our simple exchange. I remember our New Gupta Vraja days with fondness.



I started thinking of the personal exchanges, messages, and even gifts that you have given me that I treasure. Even though you have given me connection to Srila Prabhuapada and all the previous acharyas, even though you have given me so many oppertunities and adventures in devotional service, even though you have given me the Hare Krishna maha mantra, the means to pass over the ocean of birth and death, you know my simplicity and so also give me attention and gifts that I will treasure. How busy you are endeavoring make sure disciples feel appreciated and reciprocated with, when it should be us appreciating and reciprocating with you for all that you have given us.



Thank you for your personalism Gurudeva, I am hoping to one day truly serve you instead of the other way around.

Praying to remain at the shelter of your lotus feet.



Your servant, Bhava Sandhi dd

            

        
            
                Bhava-vibhusana das

                Hare Krishna Dear Gurudev,

Please accept my humble obeisances. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for inspiring all of us to take shelter of Srila Prabhupada’s books. 



In Krishna Book, Chapter 20, in describing the rainy season in Vrindavan, Srila Prabhupada writes, <i>“After the first rainfall, when there is a thundering sound in the clouds, all the frogs begin to croak, like students suddenly engaged in reading their studies. Students are generally supposed to rise early in the morning. They do not usually arise of their own accord, however, but only when there is a bell sounded in the temple or other spiritual institution. By the order of the spiritual master they immediately rise, and after finishing their morning duties they sit down to study the Vedas or chant Vedic mantras. Everyone is sleeping in the darkness of Kali-yuga, but when there is a great ācārya, by his calling only, everyone takes to the study of the Vedas to acquire actual knowledge.”</i>



It is only by your spiritually potent calling that so many, frog-like souls, like me, have now woken up from deep ignorance and are now reading and chanting verses from Bhagavad Gita, Srimad Bhagavatam &amp; Sri Caitanya Caritamrita. It’s simply amazing to see how so many people, from all sorts of backgrounds, from all over the world, you have inspired to take shelter of Srila Prabhupada’s books. 



During both your Balaram Jayanti and Radhastami lectures this year, you chose to read simply from the Nectar of Devotion, just to show all of us, how much nectar there actually is in The Nectar of Devotion. It was so nice to see you first read a passage from The Nectar of Devotion and then to see you laughing out loud to yourself in great bliss. Seeing you having such a blissful &amp; fun time reading Srila Prabhupada’s books, infects us also with the desire to further take shelter of these transcendental books.



You revealed to us during one of your lectures this year on the section of Uddhava going into ecstasy in the 3rd Canto, how you’ve been meditating on this section of Srimad Bhagavatam for quite some time now. How long? For over four decades! When I heard that I was completely shocked. To be honest, I’ve personally read that section a couple of times and to my dull mind, I don’t remember anything so extraordinary there. So naturally, I was left wondering how you could meditate on such a small section for not just a few days or weeks or months, but for more than four decades! After your lecture, I then started to realise how deep that section of Srimad Bhagavatam actually is. In this way by your own personal example, our eyes are opened to the reality of how unlimitedly deep Srila Prabhupada’s books actually are. 



Your personal testimonies of how you read these books for 4 hours every day for the first 6 months, or how you parted with $20 000, just to get Srimad Bhagavatam or how you risked your life under the iron-curtain, smuggling and distributing Srimad Bhagavatam, with a personal motto “I may live or die. But Srimad Bhagavatam is eternal”, again pushes us to not only seriously read these books but to distribute them also. 



In the words of Srila Prabhupada again, <i>“Everyone is sleeping in the darkness of Kali-yuga, but when there is a great ācārya, by his calling only, everyone takes to the study of the Vedas to acquire actual knowledge.”</i>



Your unworthy servant,

Bhava-vibhusana das



            

        
            
                Bhuribhoja das

                Dear GuruMaharaj,



Please accept my humble obeisances



All Glories unto you on your Auspicious 71st Vyasa puja 



All Glories unto Srila Prabhupada 





GuruMaharaj expertly , with empowered deliberation and mercy , you have strategically imbibed a Bhakti yoga culture , throughout the world under the umbrella of Srila Prabhupadas instructions , taking your very life and soul in searching for true meaning and purpose in life .



I cannot name all the many glorious activities you have accomplished by the supreme will of Srila Prabhupada and Krishna , you a always so youthful and joyful in glorifying and going deeper into the Transcendental topics of Krishna and his devotees .



You have travelled to so many countries and faced the most challenging difficulties in preaching in the eastern block of Europe . But you did it to please Srila Prabhupada and to accompany him in his Divine mission in saving all the suffering souls in this darkened age . You give us Transcendental light by Chanting the Hare Krishna Maha Mantra , and speaking upon Srimad Bhagavatam and inspiring so many people to take to the process of Bhakti yoga in all the centres and temples worldwide .



Recently I am aware of a lot of Book Distribuition and sets being placed into the hands of very fortunate people , when I was staying at New Varshan this year in my little attempts ,the temple shop Devotee reached out to me because I helped her pick up some furniture for her residence on the farm . After this she sent me some contacts that had enquiries about buying the Bhagavad Gita , so I arranged for them to get the books posted immediately . One man Alister who now reads Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagavatam , and has been in contact with the Devotees from Wellington is appreciating the online discourses .

Also Juanita receives hiding in unnatural happiness , and Bhagavad Gita .

She lives in Queenstown , but recently has been in contact with Devotees from Dunedin . 



I pray I can carry on and stay alive and connected in what ever way I can to assist your Devotees in pleasing you GuruMaharaj , I consider my  active service to be very minute compared to all your servants, I am trying to remain alive in Bhakti I pray to you for that guidance so I stop falling back into illusion .





Your insignificant servant Bhuribhoja 

            

        
            
                Bimala Prasād Dāsa and Family

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine



pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥ



Dear Guru Mahārāja,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

All glories to Your Lotus Feet.

All glories to You on this auspicious day.



After so many years, we are finally realising that you are the perfect teacher. You are a transcendental touchstone – all actions that you perform, all lectures that you present and all instructions that you give never fail to bring us toward Kṛṣṇa and display your exemplary character. Many events this year have reaffirmed this fact to us. Earlier this year we were serving you lunch prasādam and Kṛṣṇa Priya requested if she could play kīrtana for you. Though you generally honour prasadam in silence, you magnanimously allowed her to play to encourage her to progress in Kṛṣṇa consciousness. Furthermore, despite the risk of the coronavirus pandemic at your advanced age, you came to Melbourne to distribute your mercy and vast knowledge of the śāstras amongst the devotees. This was particularly evident in the meetings you arranged for your disciples on Gaura Pūrṇimā and Śrī Rāma Navamī where you led ecstatic kīrtana, gave enlightening lectures and, just like a loving father, honoured prasādam with us all. Your association was not restricted to only your disciples, however, as you arranged seminars for the wider Melbourne saṅga and inspired us all with your insight into the importance of reading Śrī Caitanya caritāmṛta. Finally, you have continued to grace us all with your online presence even after returning to New Zealand, with your lectures being broadcasted in multiple time zones throughout the world. A highlight in such meetings is that you ask the assembled devotees to turn on their videos so you can see their faces, and we are blessed as your purifying glance falls upon us.



In this way we are constantly inspired by your enthusiasm in Kṛṣṇa consciousness and your ability to adapt any situation, however trying, to serve Śrīla Prabhupāda’s mood and mission. We pray that by your mercy we can follow in your footsteps and develop a similar zeal in our devotional service.



On this auspicious day of your appearance we pray to Kṛṣṇa to grant you a long life so that you can continue to preach and deliver the countless conditioned souls like us. We also pray for your blessings so we can continue to serve your lotus feet and the lotus feet of the Vaiṣṇavas, for it is only through your and their mercy that we may even dream of approaching Kṛṣṇa.



Your most fallen of servants,



Bimala Prasād Dāsa, Lalitā Prasād Devī Dāsī,

Bhakta Charan and Bhaktin Kṛṣṇa Priya

            

        
            
                Brahmakund dasa

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet.



While recently reading in Nectar of Devotion the characteristics of a person who has actually developed his ecstatic love for Krishna, I was amazed to realize that you carry all the characteristics mentioned by Rupa Goswami. It is said:



1.  He is always anxious to utilize his time in the devotional service of the Lord. He does not like to be idle. He wants service always, twenty-four hours a day, without deviation: You are an expert in time management and very calculative in what you are doing so that you can maximize your time for service and it seems you have more than 24 hours in a day as I have never seen you rushing to do anything because you are running late. Not only with time, you are even particular with what you eat, you follow such a strict diet, so that eating does not hamper your service. 



2.  He is always reserved and perseverant: In one of the quotes of Prabhupada from 5th Oct 1971, Prabhupada said “If one is situated in real Krishna consciousness, he can face the most severe type of adversity and remain completely undisturbed”. Gurudeva, over the years, you have gone through so many disturbances, challenges &amp; disappointments in your service, but every time you have come out more determined, more enthusiastic to keep serving the mission more and better than before. One time in a Srimad Bhagavatam lecture you were mentioning that initially you did not want to go out for book distribution, it was not a service you liked to do, then you said “but I went out and did book distribution because I was determined to like it as this is what Prabhupada wanted”.



3.  He is always detached from all material attraction: Being Shastra Chaksus, you are always explaining in your talks how the material energy cheats us and never fulfills its promise of happiness, it is just a shadow and there is no substance in it. If you are a pleasure seeker, then you should go for the real thing and not the shadow. You were mentioning recently in your talk that how we are living in the middle planetary system so we should not become very attached to the material prospects and comforts because the material energy can rock our boat at any time. 



4.  He does not long for any material respect in return for his activities: You once mentioned in a lecture that “the best way to remain humble is by always remembering that there is someone else in the ISKCON world who is doing this service better than you are’ and you said you always meditate on this.



5.  He is always certain that Kṛiṣhṇa will bestow His mercy upon him: At the celebration of 25 years of you taking Sannyasa, in your address you mentioned, after practicing Krishna Consciousness for almost 4 decades, I can tell you the process works.  You once said, “if you are engaged in preaching, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu will give you the highest salary, that much I can tell you”.



6.  He is always very eager to serve the Lord faithfully: Your every thought, word and action is to serve Krishna and you often ask, is there anything better you can do with your life than chanting the holy name and be engaged in devotional service?



7.  He is very much attached to the chanting of the holy names of the Lord: Quoting Bhaktivinoda Thakur you recently mentioned there is nothing better than chanting the holy name in the entire 14 planets. Last year you mentioned in a zoom talk, if you want to give me something, then please come to chanting 16 rounds if you are not already chanting 16 rounds and if you are chanting 16 rounds then please improve the quality of your chanting. 



8.  He is always eager to describe the transcendental qualities of the Lord: Last week while discussing the pastime of Aghasura you said you only wanted to read a certain section but could not control your senses and so you dived right into it. And at the end of the talk you said let me not get carried away otherwise I will keep you awake all night. 



9.  He is very pleased to live in a place where the Lord’s pastimes are performed, e.g., Mathurā, Vṛndāvana or Dvārakā: Over the lockdown, few times you have mentioned can’t wait to go back to the Dhama’s – Mayapur, Vrindavan. 



It is said the spiritual master is a father, but I think you are both father and mother at the same time. Because just like a mother you are always giving, giving and giving. At times your children inevitably do wrong things and cause you heartache &amp; pain, but like a mother, you are always forgiving, loving, caring and keep holding our hands to take us back to our Supreme father.



Some years back, in your seminar Begging for Krishna, while narrating the pastime of Rukmini sending a Brahmana with her message to Krishna, quoting Srimad Bhagavtam you mentioned that when Krishna greeted the Brahmana, Krishna did not ask how are you but instead he asked, do the Citizens in your land feel happy and protected, if so then the King is very dear to me. Gurudeva, under your shelter &amp; leadership, we feel safe, happy &amp; protected, so we know for sure that you must be very dear to Prabhupada and Krishna.



We sing every day in Guru Puja, “Attachment to his lotus feet is the perfection that fulfills all desires”, I must somehow keep holding on tightly to your lotus feet, your instructions and assist you in your service. I don’t have skills, abilities or intelligence but I remember reading a Purport in Bhagavad Gita where Prabhupada says by serving a pure devotee you gradually develop the same qualities as him. I pray that I can keep myself focused and engaged in your service and as you have said “the process works”, so I hope overtime and gradually I can develop some of your qualities at least in a small quantity.



Seeking your shelter &amp; guidance



Your Servant

Brahmakund dasa 



            

        
            
                Buddhimanta Dasa

                Nama Om Vishnu padaya Krsna-presthaya bhutale,  Srimate Devamrita Swami iti namine

Pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinta,  pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances. 

All glories to your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to your Vyasa Puja 2021.	

Guru Maharaj, you are an ocean of compassion and today on this auspicious day of your Vyasa puja I beg at your lotus feet for few drops of ‘karuna’ from the ocean. Though my sins and offences do not deserve forgiveness but I take some hope from ‘karunyam’ in your pranam mantra. And that’s how I am trying to carry on with my Krishna consciousness. This year has been a year of committing offences, corrective action and seeking forgiveness. For years I was taking up more and more services without paying much attention to my real self in spite of your kind reminders to me to work on my chanting by chanting more and deeper. I acted so foolishly by not taking instructions of my spiritual master seriously. 

Guru Maharaj you are always in a merciful mood to guide and correct your disciples so they can continue making progress in their spiritual lives and especially today on your auspicious Vyasa puja festival day you are in a more merciful form. So can I please beg at your lotus feet today to kindly always keep me in your divine shelter so I can become a devotee someday, following my exemplary god brothers and sisters who are serving you with utmost sincerity and willing to give their lives in your service.

Guru maharaj you wrote in ‘Perfect Escape’, “no intelligent person likes to live in ignorance.” I pray at your lotus feet to bless me with your torch light of knowledge to dissipate my darkness of ignorance. Guru maharaj, I lack good qualities but your compassionate glance can turn the tide.



Thank you Guru Maharaj. 

Happy Vyasa Puja day Guru Maharaj.	

Your humble servant, 

Buddhimanta Dasa



            

        
            
                Cancala-Laksmi devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 



You're like the glowing exit sign as we fumble in the dark trying to make up from down. Your words ring out beckoning us to get out of this mess, reconnecting us with our long forgotten friend. 



When our batteries are nearing empty, your voice is the electric charge. Urging us to plug in to our chanting saying, “That’s our career of our lifetime—trying to hear.” 



Your excitement to read and discuss Srila Prabhupada’s books is contagious. You bring smiles to our faces, soothing our frazzled minds with talks about Krsna so sublime. With eager ears we drink up your classes, wishing they would never end.



When there’s confusion you dispel the illusion, answering our questions with such expertise. Guiding us with love and care, Gurudeva, <i>you</i> make bhakti easy when our mind tells us it’s too hard.



When we’re stuck treading water, waves crashing overhead, you’re the lifeguard reminding us to swim. “Dive deeper,” you say, and the turbulent waters will fade away. 



Gurudeva, on this special day of your appearance, I pray that I may someday be blessed with a drop of your loving enthusiasm to hear about Krsna and to serve Srila Prabhupada.



Your aspiring servant, 



Cancala-Laksmi devi dasi

            

        
            
                Candanesvara Das

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisance!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to your auspicious Appearance Day!



I would like to express my deepest gratitude for accepting me as your disciple. 



The Srimad Bhagavatam explains that the conditioned soul, forgetting its real eternal nature, tries to master or Lord it over the material nature. The conditioned soul tries to enjoy his senses thinking he is the enjoyer when in reality is only getting enslaved by Maya shakti. Illusory energy captures the soul so expertly that he doesn’t even notice it.



I recall my pre-Krishna-conscious days, when I too was enslaved by Maya and was blissfully unaware of the fact. After arriving in Australia I was captivated by the opulence and glamour of Melbourne. I took pride in traveling to different places and enjoying "true" Melbourne life. 



This illusion was shattered when I heard you speak for the 1st time. Thank you, Gurudev for dispelling my ignorance and showing me the reality, bringing Lord Krishna into our lives.

I cannot imagine what I would be doing today had I not met you then. 



We daily sing <i> cakhu-dan dilo jei, janme janme prabhu sei.</i> This bhajan reveals that the relationship between guru and disciple is eternal. I meditate sometimes on how long can this eternal be? What if I fall short in this lifetime to make it back to godhead? Does Sri Guru come back to rescue his disciple?



In one Vyasapuja offering to Srila Prabhupada your god sister Nikunjavasini Mataji narrated an incident:



A devotee asked a question: 'In the guru-puja song we sing, ‘You are my spiritual master life after life. Srila Prabhupada, does this mean that if we don’t make it in this lifetime will you come back to save us?' 

Srila Prabhupada answered firmly, banging his fist on the little bookstand, <strong>'You make it in this lifetime, don’t make me come back.' </strong>



Elsewhere it is said that if the disciple becomes negative toward devotional service, or commits sinful acts deliberately, then the guru's obligation will be finished, although out of affection guru may come back to save him anyway. 



Gurudev, I have to admit that I lack enough strength and determination to follow your instructions, although trying my best to fight my own anarthaas. Making out of this material world in THIS LIFETIME itself seems a far distant reality at this stage. But by merely following your instructions and serving all the devotees I hope to help others and myself get out. 



Dear Gurudev, to become your disciple, it is not enough to take initiation from you. I have to deserve it by applying your discipline. 'Disciple' means 'strict follower of the disciplines given by the spiritual master.' A doctor can help a patient only if the patient follows the prescription and diet the doctor gives. Similarly, you can save us only if we strictly follow your instructions. 



Lastly, I can’t thank you enough for all your support through the last moments of the passing away of my father this year. Although the times were difficult, your words strengthened my  faith in Krishna and the process of Bhakti. Although passing away of my father is a  big loss externally,I gained much more spiritually due to the mercy of devotees.We received so much care and love from the devotees. By their association and prayers we were easily able to overcome this tough time.

 

We beg at your lotus feet for giving us enough strength to follow your instructions and help everyone in their journey towards Krishna. Our most sincere prayers at the lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha Vallabha, Sri Sri Gaura Nitai and Sri Jagganath Baladev Subhadra to always keep you in good health so that you may spread glories of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and please your dear spiritual master. 



Candanesvara Das

Suvarna Radhika Dasi

Narottam &amp; Sudama



            

        
            
                Chandra Sarovara Dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,



On this auspicious and blessed day of the celebration of your appearance (Sri Vyasa-Puja), please accept my humble obeisances and kindly forgive my offenses.

 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to you on this very special day.



As a newly initiated disciple of His Divine Grace, please help me to be bestowed with your causeless mercy. So far I have not given up my faith or the hope that someday I may be a worthy disciple.



Knowing me to be relentlessly victimised by the six enemies of the mind, please forgive the offenses I have knowingly or unknowingly committed at your lotus feet.



Thank you Gurudeva for giving me the chance to serve you when in Melbourne, your priceless association and above all the Holy Name in this pandemic year.



All glories to your outreach program.



All glories to your book distribution.



All glories to your dedication of saving the fallen souls.



Your insignificant servant

Chandra Sarovara Dasa



            

        
            
                Charumukhi dd

                Dear Gurudev, please accept my humble obeisances at the dust of your lotus feet!

All Glories to you! All Glories to Srila Praphupada!



I really want to express my gratitude to you on this special day of  your appearance!



Everything I've achieved on my spiritual path is only by your causeless mercy, I am nothing without your mercy! Thank you so much for being so merciful to me dear Gurudev and thank you for leading and guiding me on this amazing spiritual path to lotus feet of Radha and Krishna. 

I am eternally grateful to you and will do whatever I can to become a worthy disciple of such an advanced bonafide spiritual Master like you, Dear Gurudev! 



Please forgive me any offences I may have accidentally committed.

I fully depend on you mercy! 

Your servant 

Charumukhi dd



            

        
            
                Chintamani Dham devi dasi

                Hare Krishna Dear Guru Maharaj!

Please accept my humble obesiances

	We pray in the Lotus Feet of Sri Sri Radha Govinda Dev that He should take care of your health and we get your blessings forever. Guru Maharaj, I miss you a lot. Your Kirtan and Lectures are enlightening. It can change anyone’s life. Everything is felt new. You are like Sun, who is covered with clouds. We got opportunity to serve you but since last two years, we are feeling helpless to serve you. We don’t know, when this pandemic time will get over and we would be able to get your darshan and service. We were missing association of devotees as well, but now the things are getting back to normal. Our services in the temple are restarting.

	Though internet would be a useless thing, but during this Covid period we learn to know its utility. In that period no one could get outside or meet some devotees. So I accomplished few courses from ISKCON Noida, Bhaktivedanta Academy i.e. Bhagavad Gita 18 Chapters in 18 Days, Srila Prabhupada Lilamrita, Vaishnava Etiquette and Deity Worship Level 1. This was the best use of time period, which Academy made us learn, how to utilize the time.

	Guru Maharaj, we would request you to forgive our mistakes and be merciful to us. We wish to have your personal association in your next Vyasa Puja Mahamahotsava, so that we could get opportunity to serve you personally. Once again my humble obesiances in your Lotus Feet.



Wish you a very happy Vyasa Puja Guru Maharaj

Your humble servant



Chintamani Dham Devi Dasi

            

        
            
                Citta Mohini

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Thank you so much Gurudeva for everything you have given me: the holy name, opportunities to engage in devotional service, association of devotees and the richest wealth of guidance.



You are always reminding us of the importance of maha mantra, and how our life should be based around chanting. You tell us how chanting should not just be another thing in our life, but it should be our life and other things should revolve around it. 



When I was in India, I asked you a question at Buddhimanta prabhu’s house, and you replied saying I need guidance. And only by your mercy i got the opportunity to stay in the wellington ladies ashram. I feel so unqualified for the amazing guidance and the service opportunities that I am getting here. Gurudeva, you are an exemplary teacher. You very expertly teach your disciples how to be so loving, caring, selfless and charitable. I am very deeply grateful to the amazing mentor system you have set up for all of us.



SP describes in purport to CC Madhya 24.277



<i>“Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura said that the position of a Vaiṣṇava can be tested by seeing how good a touchstone he is-that is, by seeing how many Vaiṣṇavas he has made during his life. A Vaiṣṇava should be a touchstone so that he can convert others to Vaiṣṇavism by his preaching, even though people may be fallen like the hunter.”</i>



Gurudeva, you are a touchstone. You are not only creating vaisnavas, but you are also creating touchstones by inculcating your qualities in your disciples.



I wish and pray that i am able to make the most of the opportunity that you are giving me. You were explaining to us in a recent lecture: 



<i>“Mercy is always coming and we are always dodging it. We should become the servant of servant and engage in Krsna's service in that way.”</i>



I wish to have a better service attitude and develop a servant mentality, rather than just serving my false ego.



Gurudeva, please give me your mercy that I am able to serve you in the association of devotees. Without your mercy i am nothing. 



On this very special day of your appearance on this planet, I pray for your good health so that you can continue bringing many many souls back to Krsna’s lotus feet.



Aspiring to serve you,

Citta Mohini



            

        
            
                Dainyārnava Das

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisances!

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All Glories onto your lotus feet!



On this special occasion on I would like to wish you a happy appearance day. 



We are basically cheated in most fronts in Kaliyuga.

Many times it is difficult for me to comprehend that going back to Godhead is indeed that easy. 

I cannot believe that someone is there tasked to help us to achieve that goal.

But indeed, it is in this age there is a sublime way and you are there for us to take us back home.



Thank you for being here for me.

I am fortunate that I have taken birth at a time when you are present.



Your aspiring servant,

Dainyārnava Das

            

        
            
                Daityari-hari Dasa

                Dear Guru-maharaja



Please accept my humble obeisances, and give me shelter at your lotus feet.



I've always really appreciated your ability to explain the philosophy of Krishna Consciousness in such a simple and practical way. You explain things in such a way that anyone can apply your instructions to their lives and at the same time there is great depth in those seemingly simple explanations. You explain very well, and with great insight, in your lectures, subjects that are often quiet complicated and misunderstood by devotees in their day to day lives. Subjects like the nature of karma, how time acts, the futility in trying for material happiness and that ultimately, that all our endeavours should be directed towards spiritual life. You explain all these things so well and with such clarity that it's easy to understand, and these explanations are always so relevent to what people tend to struggle with. 



Over and beyond your intellectual and social capacity to convey these truths of life, is the fact that your a self realized soul and pure devotee. Your words are living expressions of Prabhupada's purports and your love for Krishna's service as opposed to just cleverly expressed philosophical explanations and practical lifestyle advice. 



The result is that your words when given the respect and attention they deserve, tangibly effect change in the heart and nourish my own desire to go further in Krishna Consciousness. I need to hear properly and not take these words for granted.



I'm happy to say that in the last year, my relationships with many devotees who I've been serving with has improved immeasurably and I feel deeper gratitude and loyalty towards them than I have with any of my so called friends before taking up bhakti. In truth I've felt your mercy come mostly indirectly, through devotees who have a strong connection with you. Unfortunately I'm still quite crude in my behaviour, very hardhearted and unsympathetic towards people by nature and therefore prone to offenses. I lack any real heartfelt sincerity and often feel trapped in a useless situation where my words prayers and actions are empty, and meaningless, in spite of there seeming to be some real people around me. I live of the scraps of their mercy, without which I'm useless. I pray that I can genuinely pray to be real. Instead  of giving sentimental  eulogies that don't correspond to the actual level of devotional service I perform.



I want to be able to do genuine good for others. Book distribution has been a great opportunity for me to give mercy beyond my qualification.   However unqualified I might be I feel the burden that I must some how or other become a proper representative of the these books, otherwise I'm wasting my time. 



Please forgive my current shortcomings and bless me that I can overcome them and I'll do my best to continue trying to move forward in a way that you'd be proud of.



Your aspiring servant Daityari-hari dasa.

            

        
            
                Damodara Katha

                A fellow God brother Yashodeva shared this with me



You ask anybody, "How are you?" "Yes, very nice." What is that nice? You are going to die tomorrow.



Lecture, Vrindavan, Sept 13, 1975. 

 But I can see how it is nice to think about it and at the same time being freed from it. Before Krishna consciousness I was dying and I have been saved by your mercy by initiating and giving instructions. But to the main point is that I can only say it is nice if I am following your instructions and death is when your instructions are not followed, struggle is point where I am unable to figure things out and when there is no struggle, your instructions were followed when and although I am no where near perfect, perfection of life is achieved through instructions.

            

        
            
                Damodara Krsna dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you!



While reading Srila Prabhupada's books one encounters many beautiful analogies that perfectly communicate spiritual truths. One I read earlier this year reminded me of you.



<i>The devotees of the Lord, peacefully fixed in absolute knowledge, are the ultimate shelter for those who are repeatedly rising and falling within the fearful ocean of material life. Such devotees are just like a strong boat that comes to rescue persons who are at the point of drowning.</i> SB 11.26.32



O holy man, without you, many wouldn't have their heads above the waves. You are such a Vaisnava Thakura that you are giving buoyancy to thousands of souls who once were rising and falling within the fearful ocean of material life.



Recently I've been feeling that ocean has become more turbulent than usual with high swells, rip tides, coastal flooding, tidal waves, and whirl pools. It's been a real challenge staying afloat.



Of course, only by your grace has my spiritual life survived such a period of tumult.



Aboard that boat plowing through the treacherous ocean of material existence I can see a whole crew of devotees devoutly serving the captain. However, others have fallen overboard, some desperately struggling to reboard. And others are indifferent to the various rescue attempts made by the captain and the ship's crew members.



I was once drowning, and you rescued me. Sometimes I tumble overboard. Again, you and your crew members valiantly perform the rescue mission. I certainly have you to thank that I am still here chanting Hare Krishna today. 



I really respect you Gurudeva and I am sorry to disappoint you. I can do better, and I believe I will. All by your grace.



Thank you,

Your servant,

Damodara Krsna dasa. 

            

        
            
                Dandakaranya das

                Nama Om Visnu Padaya

Krsna-presthaya Bhutala

Srimate Devamrta Swami

Iti namine



I offer my respectful obeisances to Srimate Devamrta Swami who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.



Pracare purva-daksyam ca

Bhaktacara-pravinata

Pararthatapi karunyam

Yasya sarve ca te namah



Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.



Dear Gurumaharaja,



The first book of Srila Prabhupada’s that I had the great fortune to come across was ‘Raja Vidya The King of Knowledge.’ It was in October 1995 and the book was sitting on a bookshelf in a backpacker lodge somewhere in the South Island of New Zealand. I remember being struck by the scriptural authority, clarity, conviction and conciseness of the words Srila Prabhupada was so expertly articulating to explain the spiritual reality beyond my mundane vision. It was exactly what I was looking for and needed at that time to give me much needed guidance on my journey of self-discovery. I’m indebted to whoever the devotee was that was responsible for distributing that book so it ended up on that bookshelf in the backpacker lodge, my obeisance’s to them whoever they are!





As time goes on I’m appreciating more the depth of understanding and full awareness Srila Prabhupada has of not only the spiritual realm of Goloka Vrindavana, but also the realities of how the material world actually functions. I recently came across a sanskrit term ‘lokika sradhha’ and ‘shastriya shraddha’ penned by Bhaktivinoda Thakur in two articles he authored called ‘Matsarya’ and ‘Vaisnava-ninda.’





‘Lokika Sraddha’ refers to a devotee whose development of faith is impeded and misdirected by continuing to hear from the so called non devotee ‘experts’ and ‘authorities’ of the material world, (such as speculative atheistic science and politicians) and continue to base their perceptions of reality from those mundane authorities. Whereas the kanistha devotee who has developed enough life experience and realisation to have ‘shastriya sraddha’, faith in the scriptures from which they base their perceptions and world view on.





It’s an ongoing transformational process and challenge to develop ones understanding of reality based on the vision of shastriya shraddha, especially after lifetimes of deeply rooted ‘lokika sraddha’. I find as time goes on and I gather more life experience it’s becoming increasingly apparent that Srila Prabhupada’s words and teachings are being increasingly vindicated, even though the truths of what Prabhupada has presented was not always apparent or palatable to read or hear.





After 25 years of first coming across ‘Raja Vidya The King of Knowledge’ I recently revisited the book and came across this section from chapter 4 titled ‘Knowledge by way of the Mahatmas, Great Souls’:



“At present, this world is being managed by the rakshasas. The rakshasas are man-eaters who eat their own sons for the satisfaction of their senses. Now great regimes have been created to smash so many people for the satisfaction of the rakshasas' senses, but they do not realize that their senses will never be satisfied in this way. Nonetheless, the rakshasas are prepared to sacrifice everything to satisfy their whimsical desires. It is very difficult for them to understand the real situation because they are overly enamored with material civilization. Who then can understand? Those who are mahatmas, whose hearts have become magnified, understand that "everything belongs to God, and I also belong to God."





As unpalatable as it is, this statement about the rakshasas running the world, is becoming glaringly obvious as the reality of the current worldwide situation is unfolding before our very eyes and our lack of Krsna consciousness to clearly see it. Prabhupada was so far ahead of everyone in his understanding of how the world worked, and even further ahead of what needed to be done as the solution to steer this misdirected civilisation back on the right course. We’re still trying to catch up with Srila Prabhupada’s vision for his mission 44 years after his physical departure from this world!





I was reading about an exchange Prabhupada had with a disciple. Prabhupada stated to the disciple ‘You go to the place that I cannot go.’ The disciple appeared confused by Prabhupada’s statement and Prabhupada repeated again “You go to the place that I cannot go.” After pondering on Prabhupada’s statement and not understanding the meaning, Srila Prabhupada clarified what he meant, “The future.”





Prabhupada has left a legacy behind of Krsna conscious books, the Holy Names, Temple infrastructure, disciples and devotees to allow us to carry him into the future. Srila Prabhupada’s teachings not only offer full spectrum knowledge and solutions to the precarious situation the world now faces, but ultimately show us how to live a meaningful life which grants entrance into Krsna’s transcendental abode. The world now just needs to understand this!





Thankyou for bringing Srila Prabhupada’s teachings into the future in such a relevant and realised way. I hope I can continue to be of some service to you as time continues on into the future.



Your servant

Dandakaranya das



            

        
            
                Dasya-prema das

                Nama om visnu pādāya krsnapresthāya bhūtale

srimate devāmrta swāmin iti namine



I offer my respectful obeisances to Srimate Devāmrta Swāmi who is very dear to Lord Krsna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.



Pracāre purva-daksyam ca bhaktācāra pravinata

parartathāpi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah



Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.



Dearest Guru Maharaja, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



I am definitely a very low-born Kali-yuga prototype. Somehow or other you mercifully were willing to accept my as your disciple. You gave me a chance. Causeless mercy as we say. From the beginning you opened the doors to the highest achievement, instructing me to do everything for Krishna. You kept me afloat by prescribing a heavy dose of 2 hours of reading per day. I am so greatful for that. You have always been very protective of my brahmacari status and for that I am also so greatful. You allowed me to travel with you, which showed me how one could serve Krishna in a very effective way, by utilizing all sorts of modern commodities. I have always felt so much pride to have you as my Guru because I love how you do everything! I won't naively say that I'm your #1 fan, but I will say that of everyone I'm a fan of, you are #1. Because of this I have always desired to be a part of one of your projects. This was partially fulfilled by my moving into the Radha Govinda Mandir. And now I am serving at Gita Nagari, a project I know is so dear to you.  In this way I'm trying to give my life as Guru daksina for all you have given me. It's been hard, but what isn't in this world. Your Holiness has definitely been doing your part in helping me in this endeavor. I really really hope I can do my part.



Your aspiring servant, 

Dasya-prema das

            

        
            
                David Costello

                Dear Gurudeva,



All glories Srila Prabhupada,



Please accept my humble obeisances,



This time will be different, I can feel it in my bones. I'm excited and a feeling of expectation courses through my veins. I'm a coiled spring which is prepared to sprint while maneuvering.



The sky extends to an expanse of blue, the shade of which you'd see on a Sapphire. The vista is disrupted by puffy white clouds which drift or hover. Their form change's and, in my mind's eye a Dragon or Whale manifests. Lush green glass with clumps of wild flowers are underfoot and everywhere to be seen. Odors of varying rasa's to be experienced and relished. 



Game on. The game in question is bull rush. Simple and complicated is our eternal pass-time. A flat running field with boys standing on one edge of the field. The boy who drew the short straw, stands in the middle of the field, I move from A to B by sprinting past him as he's occupied by others. The level of difficulty increases due to runners being caught. We continue and I'm obliged to evade by rolling or side stepping. Glorious this is with a wonderful atmosphere, we indulge in mock fights while swapping jibes and shouting. The girls walk past us, as they do I see them giggling and rolling their eyes. 



We're in the middle with one exception. To whom do I refer? He's blue and holds a flute. He's the .... did you say the Supreme Personality of Godhead? Lord Krishna? You must be a Swami!  The Lord said, he would carry us on his shoulders if one of us touched him. One chance only and the pass time has reached the climax. He saunters forward, slowly and steadily as if he's in control. He's such a tease and so provocative! Somehow or other, he walked between Raj and I. At no time did the Lord run or evade. Incredible and amazing, a no man's land existed between us which the Lord exploited.   



I'm filled with a sense of outrage and anger, yet for all of that my emotions are inherently pure. .................. Okay, I admit that I admire the Lord and relish the unending perfection. The challenge of it encourages me. My mood swings again, we were so close and sure of ourselves. I crouch and the Lord expands himself, prior to sitting on my shoulders. I sigh and start chanting Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya. While walking to the lake, it occurs to me that we can counter the Lord's latest ploy. So ...... tomorrow, we'll tag Krishna and the day of triumph will be a reality. I smile and relish what is to come. 



Regards





David   

            

        
            
                Dayal Nitai Dasa

                Nama om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

Srimate devamrita svamin iti namine

Pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

Pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namaha



Dear Srila Gurudeva,

     Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada, all glories to you on this auspicious occasion of your appearance.



Since last meeting with you I am starting to realize the importance and gravity of following the order of the spiritual master. Not only do we advance on the path of bhakti by executing the order of guru but also the opposite is true. As is regularly recited in the morning, disobeying the order of the spiritual master (guru avajna) is an offence against the holy name, and offences against the holy name are what prevent us from making tangible advancement in our spiritual lives.  



To illustrate this fact we can turn to Srimad Bhagavatam Canto 6, Chapter 7, where we learn that the demons were able to overcome the devatas headed by King Indra, and temporarily defeat them. This was made possible simply by the demons faithfully following the order of their guru and spiritual master Sukracarya.  And because of King Indra’s disrespect of Brihaspati the guru and spiritual master of the devatas, Brihaspati disappeared leaving the devatas without guidance which is what ultimately led to their defeat at the hands of the demons.  



Sri-guru-carana-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma,

Bando mui savadhana mate

Jahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,

Krsna-prapti hoy jaha ha’te 



The lotus feet of our spiritual master are the only way by which we can obtain pure devotional service. I bow to his lotus feet with great awe and reverence. By his grace one can cross the ocean of material suffering and obtain the mercy of Krsna.



Without your mercy Srila Gurudeva, I am simply uselessly drowning in this ocean of nescience. Please continue to instruct and guide me. I will always endeavour to make following your order as of prime importance in my life.      



Your aspiring servant,

Dayal Nitai Dasa.



            

        
            
                Dayalu Gaura Dasa

                Dear Guru Maharaja

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja.



I have taken up a more thorough study of the Bhagavad Gita recently having gone through chapter one and during my study i discovered a question that absorbes my thoughts " Have I stopped taking shelter in the materialistic intelligence "?

Why this thought came to me was when Arjuna claims to surrender to Krsna as a disciple.

Quote " now i am your disciple and a soul surrendered unto you pleqse instruct me " it is understood and expected that upon hearing this Krsna will now in the next verse instruct Arjuna and accept him as His disciple. This isn't the case.  Here Krsna tests Arjuna, the acaryas comment, by saying " you have great respect for authorities like Vyasadeva why don't you learn from them". In this way Krsna is putting Arjuna's claim to the test. 

In the proceeding verse Arjuna then says: " I can find no grief which is drying up my senses, i will not be able to dispel it even if i win an unrovaled kingdom lile that of the denizens of heaven"...

And in the course of my study this is understood to mean that Arjuna has ceased taking shelter in the material intelligence to figure out a solution.

It was at this point that i wondered have i come to this realisation does my intelligence cease planning like this knowing that it will lead to dry senses or frustrated and baffled attempts?

I then remembered the pastime of prahlada maharaja and his hearing from Narada in the womb he remembered all that Narada said but his mother, the wife of the great demon Hiranyakasipu could not because she was thinking about her husband her intelligence was distracted by hoping that having him back will make her safe..she took shelter in her own idea rather then Narada's guidance..



I pray that i may always be under your guidance and also make a personal effort to tale shelter and apply those instructions to my life.

Your aspiring servant.

Dayalu Gaura Dsra55

            

        
            
                Dayamaya devi dasi

                

Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All Glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance!



Three years ago, placing the Saligrama Sila in my palms, you gave me the instruction -‘your life should be just śravaṇaṁ kīrtanaṁ.



Last year, when I was locked down in india , you texted ‘Donot despair or feel dejected. Use your present situation for increased attachment to chanting and reading’



Today, over a year after the global pandemic began, I’m beginning to realize the importance of your instruction.



At a time like this, only your instruction has helped me stay alive in bhakti.



As you often point out that there is always uncertainty in the middle planetary system. At any moment we can be surrounded by a deluge of anxiety, you say.



You are far-sighted. Knowing that such unprecedented situations can arise, you are training us to take shelter of your instructions.   



jahara prasade bhai, e bhava toriya jai,

krishna-prapti hoy jaha ha’te



By his grace one can cross the ocean of material suffering and

obtain the mercy of Krishna.



I’m appreciating how you have dedicated your life in loyally adhering to the instructions of your Gurudeva, Srila Prabhupada – daily dose of attentive chanting and reading.



You have made śravaṇaṁ kīrtanaṁ as your life and soul and you are teaching me the same through your instructions. You are passing on the same legacy to your other disciples.



You have given me the rarest gift in all the three worlds – the Hare Krsna Maha mantra . I have heard from devotees, who have had the good fortune of chanting with you, that when you chant, its as if you were tasting something delicious. I long to hear that Maha Mantra that you are tasting.



 By your example you are teaching us how to make Srila Prabhupada’s books as our main meal in life. 



When you speak, it appears you are swimming and splashing in the ocean of Srila Prabhupada’s purports. Your outpourings of realisations filled with compassion inspires me to increase my hearing.



Through your  zoom classes, you give us a glimpse of the spiritual world by in-depth explanations of Sri Krsna’s pastimes.



You have the full realization and conviction that only Srila Prabhupada’s books can save the world in this present time of  turmoil.



 By your personal example you show us how book distribution can be exciting and ever-fresh; Raising the bar from single books to distributing Srimad Bhagavatam sets.  



In your outreach efforts, you are expert at presenting the Bhakti knowledge tailor-made for western audience.



Gurudeva, on this auspicious day of your Vyasapuja, I’m embarrassed that I’hv nothing to offer to you except my heart-felt gratitude.



Instead , may I shamelessly beg, if you so desire, to kindly bestow upon my lowly self, a drop of the taste you experience in chanting the Holy name and immersion in hearing from Srila Prabhupada.



Awaiting your mercy,



Your servant

Dayamaya devi dasi.





            

        
            
                Dayavira das

                Dear Gurudeva.

Please accept my humble obeicesncies.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja.



It is very interesting how the dynamic of Srila Prabhupada's spiritual network has changed over the years. From a tight family of ex happy hippies in the sixties to the institutional days of the seventies plus. Now of course we live in times of a much more open, mostly congregational phase. So we can see that the managing style of this revitalisation of the divine science of devotion has transformed to move in step with the current times. In the early years, Srila Prabhupada guided his flock in a very close personnel way suitable to the tight nit groups of devotees dependent on his immortalised care &amp; attention. As the movement exploded into a more formal temple &amp; even farm community centred culture management was delegated to meet this need, in the form of a more institutional framework. Of course, nowadays devotees live mainly outside of the institutional premises much more in vogue with the duties of keeping spiritual life and their adopted nature in some sort of balance. So now the control falls back on the original template of leading by example which Srila Prabhupada was famous for. Devotees following in his footsteps like you Gurumaharaja, it's all about being authentic and demonstrating at every step, one`s good character. You have, with great determination and personnel sacrifice led the way, inspiring us fledgling devotees toward the highest standards of bhakti. As a parent, I can practically understand that peer pressure, coercion and cunning don't ultimately touch the heart of people. Going the long haul means showing us this steadiness in determination toward the perfection of all loving exchanges which you have done for nearly half a century. As one dear friend of mine said recently "Your Gurumaharaja has shown his great spiritual character by maintaining his ashram, outreach and dedication to Srila Prabhupada's legacy over such a long time that I have had the good fortune of his association."



Currently, with the world situation on the brink of financial and biological collapse, when many devotees are drawn into all this conspiracy-mongering associated with Kuliyuga worrying about their dubious position living in the cities and properly their bank balance, I chuckle a little. Fortunately, we have you Gurumaharaja, with your great foresight having purchased New Gupta Vraja many years earlier fully understanding the need for somewhere for the devotees to find refuge when the walls of modern civilization come tumbling down. As you always demonstrate, love is a practical offering in relation to time and place. Actually, who can understand the mind of the elevated souls like yourself, but at the very least I can pledge my gratitude for all you continue to do for us all on the path, definitely the right shot in the arm. 



Thank you very much. 

Hare Krishna.



Your servant, 

Dayavira das 

            

        
            
                Demya Allen

                Dear , Devamrita Swami Maharaja 



Please accept my humble respectful obedience at your lotus feet ,



All glorious to Srila Prabupada ,



All glorious on a special appearance day to such a great soul  





Hare Krishna it is a honor to be able to write to you on your auspicious appearance day please accept my humble offering unto your holiness. Starting this journey of self realization in this time and age of quarrelsome has been a good start for me I can say being able to learn such transcendental knowledge. Just being able to be in assistance with devotees is such amazing experience as being a new coming up devotee. As you all are helping to awaken the fallen souls from the slumber of material existence to be able to come back into remembrance of the pastimes of Sri Krishna. Just coming to this realization it really has shown me how much of myself was so entangled in this so called material happiness and without the opportunity to come in contact with devotees I would be so lost in maya being engaged in nonsense assistance with the material energy. Amazing to say Krishna has giving you his mercy to be able to spread this spiritual knowledge to us fallen condition souls and to be able to inspire so many people and bringing them to there own realization that we can not ever have happiness in this material experience relating to your book I have started to read of hiding in unnatural happiness. There is no happiness without knowing who the Supreme personality of Godhead who is the cause of all causes . Again grateful for his mercy upon you and encouraging me to chant his holy name with enthusiasm and be more engaged in his service. I am glad to say I can came in contact with a great soul like yourself and praying that being an aspiring disciple of yours that I am able to take shelter at your lotus feet one day and , and praying that the supreme helps me take your guidance as a student increasing my hearing to be able to enhance in my spiritual life. Krishna’s mercy is upon you helping us engage more in his service , back to our natural spiritual state which is being Krishna Conscious.

Thank you for your kind and genuine heart 

 

I’m praying to have you as my spiritual master maharaja 



Sincerely Your aspiring servant  ,



De’Mya Allen







            

        
            
                Deva Darshana Das

                Haribol Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



nama om visnu padaya krsna presthaya bhu-tale

srimate devamrita swamin iti namine

pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah



Om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjan- salakaya

Caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah



I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Holiness Devamrita Swami, who is very dear to Lord Krishna on this earth, having taken shelter at His lotus feet



Obeisance’s unto you who have all the qualities of unique skills in preaching, competence in Vaishnava dealings, selflessness and compassion.



I offer my respectful obeisance’s unto my spiritual master, who has opened my eyes, which were blinded by the darkness of ignorance, with the torchlight of knowledge.



You are sorely missed here in the states. I can’t believe it’s been 2 years since we’ve been able to have your association.



I was reminiscing on some time that we had got to spend together during your last visit here to LA. You had mentioned how Krsna Consciousness, despite all your extensive research and experiences, even after so many years and struggles, was still the greatest act of compassion you could find and share with the world. I reflected on that quite extensively and I was deeply humbled &amp; inspired. Not only by the realization itself, but also by how you’ve spent nearly the entirety of your life looking to take everything Krsna has given you to spread Krsna Consciousness and the holy name. This world can be such a confusing place for myself and so many, and I’m so deeply thankful that there are souls like you in it. My great hope is that I can, with my life, even reflect a fraction of your integrity, kindness, and care.



I’m very much hoping that this travel restrictions drop soon so that we will be able to see you again soon. Thank you for being such an inspiration.



Your servant,



Deva Darshana Das



            

        
            
                Dhira Siromani Dasa

                nama om vishnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

srimate devamrita swami iti namine.

pracare purva daksyam ca

bhaktacara pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam

yasya sarva ca te namah

Dearest Gurumaharaj,

Please accept my prostrated obeisances unto your lotus feet. All Glories to you. Year after year, I feel more and more unqualified to describe your unlimited glories. As much as I look forward to the occasion to glorify your ocean of qualities, which knows no depth, I feel hopeless and worthless to even describe a drop. I remember almost a decade ago, in my immaturity, I did open my heart to you mentioning how I find it impossible to hope any success in spiritual life given that Krsna goes by ye yatha mam prapadyante. In your own humorous way, you agreed to it but offered an avenue of full hope when you mentioned “ You may have a point but we are in Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s sankirtan movement and all shortcomings are checked by causeless mercy and nothing depend on your strength alone. Therefore success is guaranteed” Since then these words of yours have been resonating, and on this wonderful Vyasa puja day of yours, I beg for your mercy so I can have a juvenile attempt to put in words my feelings.

The importance of worshipping Sri Guru has been established by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu Himself in His pastime of worshipping adi-guru Sri Nityananda Prabhu. Srila Vrndavana dasa Thakura describes how once Sri Nityananda Prabhu in an ecstatic mood entered in the inner chamber of Mahaprabhu. Lord Gaurasundara worshipped Him with all auspicious paraphernalia such as sandalwood paste, garland, etc. and distributed the abhisheka cloth to all the devotees. Mahaprabhu then offered His glorifications of Nityananda Prabhu in the same mood as Lord Krsna glorifies Lord Balarama:

Nitayananda prasade se haya Visnu-Bhakti

Janiha Krsnera Nityananda purna sakti

Sangi-sadha Nityananda caritra

Sarva jiva janaka raksaka sarva mitra

“One can attain devotional service to Lord Visnu only by the mercy of Sri Nityananda Prabhu. Know that Nityananda Prabhu possesses the complete potency of the Supreme Lord. The qualities of Nityananda Prabhu are incomprehensible even to the Vedas. He is the father, protector and friend of all living entities”

My dearest Gurudeva, as an external manifestation of adi-guru Sri Nityananda Prabhu, you are my most worshipable deity, my divine father, protector and most intimate friend. Because of your loving spiritual care, I have survived the onslaughts of Maya which has been relentless so far. When I look around at my workplace, doctors, nurses and caregivers are becoming more and more depressed and resorting to horrible means to survive. My everyday sight and encounter comprises of helpless people full of suffering, crying of some relatives for their beloved deceased ones or people leaving their bodies without having any closed ones near them. I cringe to think what my state would have been, had I not been the recipient of your mercy. The dance of Mahamaya has brought the world to its knees. While the world is struggling for panacea during this corona times, your karuna (mercy) has been my solace. To have a strong mental resilience at work has been an everyday challenge.  I remember during you last visit to Melbourne, while I was driving you to your doctor’s appointment, I was discussing with you the effect of the pandemic and its aftermath. You lovingly pointed out how merciful Srila Prabhupada has been and the real way of being out of lockdown is to break free at the end of this lifetime and not take another material body. You chuckled that is the real vaccine. 

You never fail to glorify Srila Prabhupada and you leave no stone unturned to please your spiritual master. Your staunch faith in Srila Prabhupada struck me. On this day, I beg to have an iota of this faith so that I may be worthy to be called your son. You exude an energy that instantly provides me strength to want to serve from the heart, and I am eternally grateful to have the fortune of being under your shelter. Your instructions have always been equivocal, simple yet very deep. You always emphasize hearing and chanting as being the backbone of spiritual life. You lead the way by example. Over the years of serving you at the farm, I observe how your day starts and ends. You exhibit a very high standard of dedication to Srila Prabhupada, following his instructions to the dot, despite any impediments. You serve the Holy name with each breath. You do not waste any single moment. You do not settle for any lesser than 100%.  Whenever I ask you any question, your replies would mostly start or end with “Srila Prabhupada says.. or this is how Srila Prabhupada wanted his disciple to be or behave”. I cannot fathom how many times you may have listened to Srila Prabhupada’s lectures and conversations but yet your morning always start with such classes and you would get absorbed every single time. It took me by surprise to see your level of absorption as I could see you react to each words, jokes, as though you are hearing it for the first time or the lecture was actually taking place at the present moment. I remember I asked you how many times you have listened to this particular lecture, to which you replied you have lost count and it is ever fresh. Your enthusiasm and eagerness to hear makes me introspect and conclude how I miserably fail to be even qualified as your disciple. Despite all my shortcomings and obstinance, you do not give up on me. 

You leave no stones unturn when it comes to preaching. Travelling vigorously around the globe you extend the mercy of our Guru Parampara to conditioned souls. I recollect how on one instance when I was driving you back from the retreat, you asked me to stop by the road side to check your suitcase for your jacket. It was missing. Despite we had ensured we did not leave anything behind, we rang the caretaker of the lodge to check. After a while you mentioned to me, you did not actually bring the jacket with you. “This is what happens when you live life in a suitcase. I have been travelling constantly for the past eight months or so.” I could not imagine the amount of trouble you voluntarily take to please Srila Prabhupada and to save fallen souls. A perfect Guru is a perfect disciple. I can only pray to you with my folded hands: “prati-janme kori asa caranera dhuli”

I desire the dust of your holy feet in every birth I may take. 

On this auspicious day, I beg for forgiveness for all my shortcomings and pray for your health and well being as I know spreading Srila Prabhupada’s movement to new boundaries is the ultimate thing that gives you pleasure as opposed to anything else. 

Your insignificant son,

Dhira Siromani Dasa







            

        
            
                Dhira-Lalita Dasa

                Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to you, Srila Gurudeva on your most auspicious appearance



Gurudeva, You are such an inspiration for distribution of Krsna consciousness in any kind of time and situation. Hearing your zoom presentations on material energy and spiritual energy based on Nectar of Devotion was such an enlightening experience and on so many other topics.



I was at California State University, Los Angeles. A young, handsome, healthy boy comes to my book table and asks me if I had something for grief. I asked him why is he asking for such a thing? He looked fine to me.

He replied saying that he lost three family members in the last year. I was amazed to hear and kept thinking about it for some time. I wondered how he felt that I could offer him something to help with his situation. 

I sympathized with his situation and gave him a pack of books, explaining to him how helpful they will be for him. He very gladly accepted them and gave a nice donation.



This is just one of the many exchanges that have helped me understand the significance of this service of sharing/ giving Krsna consciousness to others. 

The realization of the importance of giving Krsna consciousness especially by giving these books by Srila Prabhupada has certainly become stronger due to current situation of so many restrictions on people.  It is not surprising how more and more people are starting to take to meditation, yoga, spirituality due to various reasons these days.



There has been a significant increase in the book distribution overall and in Los Angeles also. We are so fortunate to be able to go to some of the universities here this fall and share the books. People in general are starting to realize and accept the uncertainties in life. Hence there are some who have started to seek some answers. 



On this special day I want to thank you for engaging us in this great service. This is your special mercy for sure. I pray at your lotus feet that I may continue to serve your grace in this way.



Your servant

Dhira-Lalita Dasa

  



            

        
            
                Dhirabhakta Das

                Jai Srila Gurudev



Nama Om Vishnu Padaya Krishna Presthaya Bhutale

Srimate Devamrita Swamin iti namine

Pracare purva-daksyam ca, Bhaktacara-pravinta

Pararthatapi Karunyam, Yasya sarve ca te namah



Please accept my humble obeisances at your Lotus Feet

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada



Dear Sri Gurudev it's been many years since I last wrote due to health issues and embarrassment of not being the devotee I should be; but one conversation we had always remained with me, your words resonates now even more than you first challenged me to do this one thing.



I'm sure you remember.



The challenge to not only look after the material body but more importantly to look after the spirit soul; I remember how strongly you asked "Can you do that?" I've never forgotten the importance of caring for the spirit soul and working in health what better challenge and during the global pandemic I've seen even more so how practical and powerful this chanting of the holy names are.



Working directly over the past few years with those entering end of life and dealing with the first wave of the pandemic one noted the fear and anxiety of both clients and staff; but understand the difference between material body and spirit soul meant one could clearly see there is no need to panic.



Practically as one was struggling to breath to hear the Mahamantra spoken it immediately gave relief to the individual; encouraging them to chant if initially in the mind alongside the treatment (although in the first wave it was trial and error along with hope the treatment will work). Those who started to recover started to chant, one individual told me it somehow reassured him God was with him anh asked me for a book; one simply weeps. But I found many asked for books both clients and staff.



Sadly not all made it this is the nature of health care a point you stressed to me, but I noticed that those who heard the holy names, those who chanted; notably left there body calmly it's hard to explain in words.



Understandably material nature by your mercy and grace and encouragement to read Srila Prabhupadas books means with true knowledge one remains clear-headed while fear enters those without this real knowledge.



One prays that by your mercy somehow I can always recall this first conversation and continue to care for the spirit soul whilst meeting the needs of the material body; and remain eternally grateful for your words of wisdom each time we meet.



Yours Humbly

Dhirabhakta Das



            

        
            
                Dina Dayala devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on this most auspicious day.



When the sages at Naimisaranya received Srila Suta Gosvami with great respect, they acknowledged his qualification for us to understand his glories. “Because you are submissive, your spiritual masters have endowed you with all the favours bestowed upon a gentle disciple. Therefore you can tell us all that you have scientifically learned from them,” they said (Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.8).



Gurudeva, when you speak Bhagavatam, even a novice like me can feel its power. Indeed, what we hear has brought about a revolution in our misguided lives. We can see that you have certainly pleased your spiritual master and our parampara have endowed you with all spiritual attributes. 



Thus, you live in this world to speak its message and illuminate our hearts. You shine a torch of knowledge that can eradicate the world’s otherwise insurmountable problems.



Over the last two years, we have been able to hear more of your classes live than ever before, via zoom. For my family, these classes have been the central chakra of our life at home. You, like a beacon, cast light on the ominous terrain in our path and reveal its true nature. Mercifully, you give guidance to those that look to you for shelter in these dark turbulent times. Actually, your message has always been the same: this is the material world and why do we expect any different. 



It is strengthening for us to be hearing so much from you. Thank you for giving us your association so generously.



Sukadeva Goswami (Bhagavatam 2.2.37) says, “Those who drink through aural reception, fully filled with the nectarean message of Lord Krsna, the beloved of the devotees, purify the polluted aim of life known as material enjoyment and thus go back to Godhead, to the lotus feet of Him (the Personality of Godhead).”



At this time, I am thinking how I can assist you in distributing this message. I pray that I can become a pure instrument of your desire, as is my duty and my shelter.



Your servant,

Dina Dayala devi dasi. 



            

        
            
                Dina-palika devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you on this day of your appearance!



As I was reading the Caitanya Caritamrta the other day, the pastime of Lord Caitanya describing the glories of Vasudeva Datta particularly struck me, in that it reminded me of you. Srila Prabhupada writes (CC Madhya 15.163), “One who executes Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu’s mission must be considered eternally liberated. He is a transcendental person and does not belong to this material world. Such a devotee, engaging in the deliverance of the total population, is as magnanimous as Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu Himself… Such a personality factually represents Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu because his heart is always filled with compassion for all conditioned souls.” I still do not know much about Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu but I can see that I at least factually experience His mercy through you. You have kindly tolerated all of my conditional service: I want to serve here, I want to serve like this, I want to serve under this person or these conditions, etc. While this is the level I’m currently at, I really pray to be able to increase from this platform to unconditional service to you and the Vaisnavas.



Gurudeva, I am only now, by seeing the “wider world of ISKCON,” beginning to realize how fortunate I am for having been under your protection and guided by your training. You have created a culture that encourages devotees to chant all sixteen rounds at once attentively, attend the full morning program, read Srila Prabhupuada’s book two hours a day, and love to distribute Prabhupada’s books. Through this program and standardized culture you have given me purpose, life, and a bedrock on which to base my daily activities as well as my entire bhakti career. You’ve given me the perennial compass: “How will this affect my reading and chanting?” From a young age, I wanted to help the animals, help society, help humanity, yet now you have factually engaged me in the highest welfare work. I pray that in whatever services lie ahead for me, that I carry with me this mood and even a fraction of your compassion.



I have been meditating on your personalism. Sometimes when I listen to your lectures and hear you being heavy or uncompromising with devotees or those coming along, even then I squirm in my seat and want to slink away, but in our personal interactions you are extremely soft and gentle with me, knowing that I can’t take much heat. This only proves a glimpse into your expertise in personalism and reciprocating with each devotee where they are at and based on time, place, and circumstance. The more I read Srila Prabhupada’s lilas, the more I see his expertise in personal reciprocation, and how you imbibe the same, carrying this transcendental quality down through the disciplic succession.



You continue to smash my preconceptions of you: when I’m feeling doubtful, skeptical, hesitant or worried, your gentleness and patience dissolve my mental blocks. One day maybe I’ll realize that I can’t anticipate the spiritual master’s response or intentions; really, I just can’t figure out the spiritual master because the ways of a pure devotee are beyond my tiny thinking capacity. In a similar way, I have a fond memory of one phone call when I was asking you questions about the Upanishads and some doubts about Srila Prabhupada’s presentation. Knowing my pride and confidence in my so-called “intelligence” you finally just said, “These texts were written for people with intelligence” and then, “One day you’ll read more and understand all of this.”



You’ve told me that you’re repeating what Krishna has said and what Srila Prabhupada has said. With each of your lectures I hear, each of our interactions, and each of your books I read, I continue to see you expertly presenting parampara knowledge in your style, packaged in a way that our Kali Yuga brains can understand. You are like an expert coach, training and guiding each player (devotee), based on their ability, to the ultimate goal. What’s more, you are able to even get the players (devotees) to cooperate together to reach the goal more quickly. Recently you expressed to me that many of your disciples think that you’re omniscient and just absorbed in their little world, when in reality you are neither. Yet somehow Gurudeva you are so personal and connected to Krsna that you know where I’m at, what my needs are, my abilities, and are able to guide me accordingly, even if that guidance is simply that I take guidance from another devotee.



Finally, in Caitanya Caritamrita (Madhya 15.169), Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu says to Vasudeva Datta, “‘Whosever welfare you desire immediately becomes a Vaiṣṇava, and Kṛṣṇa delivers all Vaiṣṇavas from the reactions of their past sinful activities’” and Prabhupada clarifies, “In essence, Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu said, ‘You desire the liberation of all kinds of living entities without discrimination. You are very anxious for their good fortune, and I say that simply by your prayer all living entities within the universe can be liberated. You do not even have to take up the burden of their sinful activities. Thus there is no need for you to suffer for their sinful lives. Whoever receives your compassion becomes a Vaiṣṇava immediately, and Kṛṣṇa delivers all Vaiṣṇavas from the reactions to their past sinful activities.’” Gurudeva, I can feel that you deeply desire my welfare, but the lifetimes of exploitation and exploiting others makes it difficult for me to constantly perceive this reality. However, your anxiety for my good fortune somehow or other must be carrying me along, otherwise I would have been covered over many times.



Praying that I can do something worthwhile for this mission.



Your aspiring servant,



Dina-palika devi dasi



            

        
            
                Dinodhari das

                Nama Om Visnu Padaya

Krsna-presthaya Bhutala

Srimate Devamrta Swami

Iti namine

&nbsp;

Pracare purva-daksyam ca

Bhaktacara-pravinata

Pararthatapi karunyam

Yasya sarve ca te namah

&nbsp;

Dearest Gurudev,

Please accept our humble obeisances, All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to your most auspicious appearance day. All glories to your lotus feet.

We sincerely pray to the Lord To shower his Mercy and Blessings upon you always with good health so that you continue with your mission of serving in&nbsp; Srila Prabhupada's Mission and Hare Krishna Movement. We pray that you continue to shower your blessings upon countless souls and guide them and uplift them from their sufferings.

&nbsp;

Even though you are from the best University in the world, you realised the importance of true education – which is the education of Srimad Bhagvatam and Devotion. Because you realised this spiritual education at heart, you have decided to share this knowledge to nicely all over the world. Every word you speak is like a drop of pearl. Everything you utter has depth and realisation. 

&nbsp;

In the Chaitanya Charita-mrita Madhya 19.151, there is a beautiful verse:

&nbsp;

brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva

guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja

&nbsp;

Translation

“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. By the mercy of both Kṛṣṇa and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.

&nbsp;

In the purport, Prabhupada explains: When we speak of brahmāṇḍa, we refer to the whole universe, or to the cluster of many millions of universes. In all the universes there are innumerable planets, and there are innumerable living entities upon those planets — in the air, on land and in the water. There are millions and trillions of living entities everywhere, and they are engaged by māyā in suffering and enjoying the results of their fruitive activity, life after life. This is the position of the materially conditioned living entities. Out of many of these living entities, one who is actually fortunate (bhāgyavān) comes in contact with a bona fide spiritual master by Kṛṣṇa’s mercy."

&nbsp;

Out of millions of suffering souls in the universe, you are one who is the true Guru like your spiritual father who has taken to heart the instructions of the Srimad Bhagvatam to enlighten the world.

We really feel fortunate that out of millions and millions of suffering souls, you have showered us with your mercy and given us your shelter.



Also, As per the Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 4, Verse 34, it is said:

tad viddhi pranipatena

pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jnanam

jnaninas tattva-darsinah

&nbsp;

TRANSLATION

Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth.

&nbsp;

In this verse, Prabhupada explains that one must approach a bonafide spiritual master with submissiveness, humility and desire to render service to such a spiritual master. While we have been very fortunate to get a bonafide spiritual master like you who is truly following Srila Prabhupada in every word, thought and deed, we feel we are not qualified to be called true disciples because of our inability to seriously develop desire like you to serve Guru parampara. We humbly pray to you as a family to please bless us so that firstly we become serious in our devotional service and then we can try to be of real service to you and your mission. Without your mercy we feel we have no qualification to assist you in your mission. 

&nbsp;

We pray and beg to you on this auspicious occasion that we&nbsp; are be able to follow your instructions and orders Sri Radha Vallabh and all his dear devotees. We beg you to please grant us association of devotees and their service.

&nbsp;

&nbsp;

&nbsp;

&nbsp;

Your ever grateful aspiring servants

Dinodhari Das

Satyadhari Dasi



            

        
            
                Duranta-sakti Das

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada 



Another year passes, and I continue to feel deeply grateful for receiving your mercy, thus enabling me to take up devotional service. I shudder at the thought of what I would have been up to, if it weren't for your mercy.



In your unique style, you expertly preach according to "time, place and circumstance". Whether it is giving Bhagvatam class to group of devotees or a talk to young westerners at universities and preaching centers, you present 

Krishna consciousness in a manner that is perfectly suitable to either audiences. 



Upon taking an interest in Krishna consciousness, young westerners have the unique opportunity to move into the mens or the womens ashram to learn the ropes of devotional service. In the ashram the young students are carefully taught the intricacies of devotional service in a fun and loving manner by the ashram leaders. Having spent some time in the ashram and cementing their Bhakti practice, there is then the opportunity to be guided by mentors to enter either the Grihastha ashram or for the men to enter the Brahmacari ashram. Upon entering either ashram, there is ample support provided by senior mentors in the community. Throughout this process, the vibrant preaching centers in Auckland and Wellington provide plenty of service opportunities to give Krishna to others. 



It is truly amazing how such a holistic system for systematic growth in Bhakti is present and thriving in remote New Zealand. Gurudeva, the vision with which you have worked tirelessly for over 25 years has resulted in a true community catering to all types of people. You have established a true "End to End" Bhakti lifestyle program. 



The devotee of the Lord is very compassionate and is eager to give relief to struggling souls in the material world by speaking Krishna Katha. In the current global situation that is fraught with lockdowns, you have been very kindly offering regular live online Bhagvatam classes and Question and Answer sessions, for the benefit of anyone interested globally. 



Gurudeva, I pray that I am able to realize the great fortune that you have bestowed upon me, and with great urgency and seriousness I improve my Krishna consciousness practices and also endeavor to please you by giving Krishna to others. 



Your insignificant servant,



Duranta-sakti Das

            

        
            
                Dvija Pītāmbar dasa

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda.

All glories to you and your divine appearance day.



Vyāsapūjā celebrations are certainly very important festivals for the disciples to exclusively meditate on the qualities of and instructions by the spiritual master.



Spiritual master saves disciple from the forest fire of material existence. How does he do so? By instructing disciples to engage in the devotional service. Thank you for your instructions and encouragements for us to constantly meditate upon and work towards.



In your lecture dated 30 December 2019, after hearing the entire presentation on saṇkīrtana by the devotees of NZ yatra, you declared your motto, your mission statement—Love to read and love to distribute!



Both of these activities are very nourishing and pleasing to the heart, especially when done regularly. By regular reading, mind and intelligence become very clear and by preaching and distributing one develops the vaiṣṇava qualities of humility, compassion, determination etc. Thus life becomes very simple and fulfilling. 



For your pleasure, I would like to add a little Saṇkīrtana story from this year’s book distribution: 

During the lockdown, a few devotees were engaged in distributing books via phone. I had the opportunity to deliver those books to the buyers. In dropping off books at one such house, I saw a Indian lady walk past as I parked. She noticed by saffron robes, said “Hare Krishna” and walked away. I immediately called out to her, “would you like some prasadam?” “Yeah sure!”, she replied, pleasantly surprised. As I gave a box of prasadam, I told her that I have been delivering some Bhagavad-Gītās and if she would like one. She agreed but was hesitant to pay. After going back and forth a few times she agreed to pay a generous donation and accepted one more Bhagavad-Gītā. What she told me afterwards amazed me and made me realize this as Kṛṣṇa’s mercy. She said, “a few months ago, I met with a car accident, a side-hit collision, car completely destroyed and I got multiple injuries. For months I have not come out of my house. Today is the first day I came out for a short walk and fresh air. But I can’t walk much so I must go back.” Saying this she turned around and entered the doors literally a couple of houses later! After many months she comes out for a 5 minute walk, not to come out again for a few days again and in that process receives two Bhagavad-Gītās and prasadam. What are the chances for that!



By Kṛṣṇa’s mercy I have the opportunity to engage in wide spectrum of devotional services. Although I am indeed very grateful for them, still keeping your instructions in mind, I am trying to keep my primary focus on these two activities, less due to my own taste for them but more for your pleasure. 



Although I am engaged in reading and distributing Śrīla Prabhupāda’s books, I humbly seek your blessings to be able to develop a genuine love for them and gradually develop and expand on to them.



Aspiring to be a servant who may be able to please you,

Dvija Pītāmbara dasa

            

        
            
                Dyuti-mandala Das

                Dear Guru-maharaja

Please accept my respectful obeisances. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you on the occasion of your auspicious  Vyasa-puja! 



I'm always inspired by you dear Guru-maharaja. When it seems that my life is in all darkness you turn on the lights. Your words comfort my heart and your instructions makes the path of progressing in Krsna consciousness clear.



Listening recently(on Soundcloud)to one of your lectures on the Nectar of Instruction, entitled "The Essense of All Advice" you emphasised the importance of chanting attentively. You also pointed out the benefit of completing one's 16 rounds in the early morning and preferably in "one go". You gave the example of how Prabhupada had advised this to book distributers who aspired to do more books back in the seventies. You also emphasised the importance of reading Prabhupada's books at least 1 and a half hours a day. I'm taking this advice very seriously as I aspire to be much more Krsna conscious and to share about Krsna with others more. My regret is that I have not taken much heed to this essential advice before.



I am very grateful for all your inspiring recorded classes and kirtans on various media. Thank you for reaching out to us on the live Zoom sessions(they are very nice!). I pray that I may take more advantage and attentively and submissively listen to you more. My sincere apologies that I have not properly taken heed of your words and instructions in the past. I sincerely pray that I may do so. 



On this auspicious day, I beg for your mercy and forgiveness for my wrong-doings and short-comings. I strongly aspire to be your sincere and dutiful disciple. Thank you being my inspiration and guiding light.



Aspiring to serve you, 

Your insignificant servant,

Dyuti-mandala Das. 



            

        
            
                Ekant Dham das

                Hare Krishna Dear Guru Maharaj!

Please accept my humble obesiances

All glories to your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

	This is about two year years we God-brothers and sisters have not met you. We all are praying for good health for yourself and this Krishna Conscious movement. In this pandemic period, when everyone is under the threat of disease and death, I have learn so many lessons of life.

	During one of the courses conducted by Bhaktivedanta Academy, I learnt that after taking shelter to the Lotus Feet of our spiritual master, we don’t have right over this body. It is here for serve the spiritual master. It should be utilized to serve the spiritual master and his mission to preach Krishna Consciousness around the world. Since then, I am taking care of my body as of your asset.

	Though difference of time zone, I miss most of your lectures which are being broadcast through Zoom. However your books are there to keep me guiding. As your vision is to produce good leaders, who will push this mission farther, I am trying to accept your this mission as of mine. I might not be a good teacher or preacher or trainer but I am trying to give my 100% for preaching Krishna Consciousness.

	I have been assigned Admin services in Bhaktivedanta Acaemy, wherein I have to contact, motivate and cultivate the students and boost up their morale for pursuing various courses being conducted for their spiritual advancement. I am able to do this all because of your mercy. Whatever I have learnt from you, I keep utilising your teachings keeping your vision of producing leaders in my mind.

 	My sincere prayers at the Lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha Govind Dev to keep you healthy and protect you. I wish to serve you and Srila Prabhupada forever.

Wish you a very happy Vyasa Puja Guru Maharaj

Your humble servant



Ekant Dham Das

            

        
            
                Ekatma Gaur Das

                Nama Om Vishnu Padaya Krishna Presthaya Bhutale

Srimate Devamrita Swamin iti namine



Pracare purva-daksyam ca, Bhaktacara-pravinta

Pararthatapi Karunyam, Yasya sarve ca te namah



Dear Gurudev,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



On this auspicious day of your appearance, I feel so enlightened to see how you are so enthusiastic and focussed on preaching the glories of the Lord which helps many souls progress on their spiritual advancement.



I pray that I can always serve you by your vani as I am not able to do any service personally.



Please bless me to continue on the path of devotional service.



On this auspicious day of your appearance, Gurudev, I beg for your ongoing inspiration always.



Gurudev, today I pray at the lotus feet of Lord Chaitanya to grant you a long life to spread the happiness of Krishna Consciousness.



Begging to become an useful servant.



Ekatma Gaur Das

            

        
            
                Gadai Gauranga dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.



Recently, while reading Nectar of Devotion, I read about Krishna's personality trait dhīrodātta (NOD Chapter 23).



"A dhīrodātta is a person who is naturally very grave, gentle, forgiving, merciful, determined, humble, highly qualified, chivalrous and physically attractive."



I started to think, "hang on, that's interesting, this is an accurate description of Gurudeva's personality."



One may think that these are Krishna's qualities, pertaining to his personality, how can anyone else have all these qualities?



The Nectar of Devotion corroborates that this is possible in chapter 25.

"all the transcendental qualities discussed previously are also found in the devotees of Kṛṣṇa"



How important is reading Nectar of Devotion?



Back in 2010, when I was still a "new bhakta"  I had been encouraged by Jayadeva Kavi and others to read Nectar of Devotion, but I thought, "I've still got to finish Srimad Bhagavatam, I can't start it yet"



Then, to completely eradicate any doubts about this books importance, you seemingly, "coincidentally", talked about nothing but Nectar of Devotion, in your Vyasa puja offering to Srila Prabhupada, that year.



You said to Srila Prabhupada

"In this offering I wish to single out your

vāṇī manifesting as The Nectar of Devotion. May we never underestimate the capacity of that śāstra to trigger the inner life of mature devotees, who selflessly push ahead in your service with steadiness and

determination"



And you quoted Srila Prabhupada numerous times, emphasising the importance of this book.



So every one of you should read this Nectar of Devotion repeatedly. [23 June 1970)



Every one of you should very carefully read and make progress. [7 September 1976]



So each chapter you should read very carefully. And if you cannot understand, read it repeatedly. Don’t all of a sudden, reading one or two page, immediately question, “Prabhupāda, what

is this? What is this? What is this?” Go on reading, and the answers will automatically come. [23

June 1970]



As by drinking nectarine one can become immortal, similarly, by drinking the nectarine of devotion one becomes immortal. Therefore we have named the book Nectar of Devotion. You drink

it and become immortal. That’s all. Amṛtam aśnute. [14 February 1971]



Nectar of Devotion is very important book. It is the science of devotional service. If you want to

be engaged in devotional service, then you must read the Bhakti-rasāmṛita-sindhu. And then we

shall be able to see God. [18 October 1972]



The Six Gosvāmīns, and if we associate with them . . . this book, Nectar of Devotion, Bhakti-rasāmṛita-sindhu, if you read regularly, try to understand, this means you are associating with

Śrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī directly. And if you act accordingly, then you are serving their lotus feet.

[20 October 1972]



After hearing your offering, once I finished the 10th Canto, which I was reading at the time, I immediately read Nectar of Devotion, twice, before proceeding to the 11th canto.



A year or two later in a darshan, you asked me what I had read and where I was in my reading....and then you specifically asked



"How many times have you read Nectar of Devotion?"



I found this rather curious. I thought "Why is he asking me about that book in particular?"



Even after hearing your 2010 vyasa puja offering, I clearly still didn't realize the significance of this book. Otherwise, why was I surprised that you singled it out and asked such a question?



I started to understand, its a crucial book, not to be overlooked. Its part of the "Big four"



Srila Prabhupada states 



“In our Krsna consciousness movement we have therefore limited our study of Vedic literatures to Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya Caritamrta and Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu. These four works are sufficient for preaching purposes. They are adequate for the understanding of the philosophy and the spreading of missionary activities all over the world.”

(CC.M.22.118.purport)



And in Nectar of Devotion chapter 7 Srila Prabupada says

"Practically, if one very carefully reads the Bhagavad-gītā, Śrīmad-Bhāgavatam, Teachings of Lord Caitanya and this Nectar of Devotion, that will give him sufficient knowledge to understand the science of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. One need not take the trouble of reading other books."



During your recent 2020 lockdown lecture series, you discussed several sections from Bhakti rasamrita sindhu. You, as part of the BBT, are working on getting a 5-6 volume, 1st class edition of this book published.



Again in 2021, you are heavily stressing its importance. You used it as the basis of your talks on Balarama purnima and Radhastami. You simply went to the index, and then, choosing relevant sections, started to read.



Clearly, this book is very important, as you keep emphasizing.



I pray to have deeper realization of your Vani, your words, and to be free of all unwanted things, so I can do some meaningful service for you.



Aspiring to become a useful instrument,

GGd



            

        
            
                Gaura Avatara Das

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva.

Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Gurudeva, I am very fortunate to have met you in this lifetime. I am so grateful for all your support and advice.

I remember when Bhava Kanti and I spoke to you about our future endeavors. I told you that I wanted to become a doctor, so I can make good money and support outreach missions. You told me that it will be a long time from now until I actually start to make good money. You gave me the advice that I needed to hear in order to choose what’s best for me and my future. Without your advice, I would have been having sleepless nights right about now in medical school.

Gurudeva, there was this one occasion where you made me feel very special, and I am truly grateful for the love and kindness you give to all those that come in contact with you. I was standing in the back of the devotees dancing in New Zealand. Bhava Kanti and I were the only ones from New Zealand to go from Los Angeles and reunite with the New Zealand Yatra. I was standing there moving side to side during the kirtan, and you pointed at me and told me come to you. I was in shock. You told me you it was nice to see that we made it to the festival, and you also asked for Bhava Kanti. I told you she was a bit under the weather, and you gave some tips on what would make her feel better. Bhava then was coming to join us, and you spoke to us during the kirtan and while everyone was having a blast. We both felt very special. Thank you so much for your continuous kindness and support. We are truly indebted.

Gurudeva, I have heard one devotee from New Dwaraka say a talk you gave once in the LA Temple was on their Top 5. That same day, I heard many devotees praising that same talk you gave in the morning program. The talk was in front of the devotees and a group of college students that were taking a tour of the temple. The talk you gave was so insightful and potent. Even at the end of the class, the students asked question and you answered with complete confidence. Gurudeva, your talks are always very enlightening, and I am super fortunate to even be able to listen to just sit there for a second listening to the Krishna katha emanating from your mouth. Thank you so much for continuously inspiring all of us in this preaching mission and for teaching us that reading Prabhupada books are highly important.

Gurudeva, I still remember and hold on to the instructions you gave me Bhava Kanti at the meeting we had months before we were fortunate enough to take first initiation from you. You said to us, “keep chanting.” You are an example of how one should continually chant the Holy Name. There’s never a moment in my life when I don’t see you chanting. Thank you so much Gurudeva for teaching and showing us the importance of chanting the Holy Name. We really hope to see you soon here in Los Angeles Gurudeva. I am praying that Krishna fulfills the desire of seeing you here once again and giving us your saintly association . We miss you Gurudeva.



Your well-wisher and most insignificant disciple,

Gaura Avatara Das

            

        
            
                Gaura Bhumi Devi Dasi

                Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya

jñānāñjana-śalākayā

cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena

tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ



Obeisances unto my guide, who frees me from material binds. 

May I forever follow his strides, from the lowest region of darkness

into the brightest blue of light.



My guide and good fortune, thank you so much. The current turn of life reveals that the heart of bhakti is relationships. 



Just like a gardener, you patiently sow seeds of interest into the hearts of spiritual seekers and gently till the soil of their hearts until saplings of bhakti sprout. You continue to water and prune the growing creepers of devotional love as they make their way into full bloom for Srila Prabhupada and Lord Krishna.



I am ever-grateful for the unprecedented times we find ourselves in, for they have granted me so many opportunities to hear from you. These moments. however short or long, have built a trust so great, and the faith I continue to gain from you paves my progress in never-ending service.



Only one as expert as yourself can so diligently weed out my misgivings which continue to strangle my creeper of devotional love.



On this day, and every day, I humbly pray to you - bless me with divine grace and humble dedication. May I one day realize that I do not belong to me. I have my eternal master.



Aspiring to be a servant

Your eternal daughter

Gaura Bhumi devi dasi





            

        
            
                Gaura-arati dd

                Dear Guru Maharaja,


Please accept my humble obeisances.


All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you, my divine master!





On this most auspicious day of your appearance I would like to start my aspirational offering to you with a letter from Srila Prabhupada to his disciples. It sums up the matter of a bonafide Guru so eloquently and more perfectly than I could ever compose and the contents of which you have obviously meditated on deeply, digested and acted upon.





The letter is to the Residents of New Dvaraka, dated August 14th 1976



My dear Sons and Daughters;





Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your letter dated August 9, 1976 and the enclosed daksina and pictures of the murtis in New Dvaraka which I am having framed and put on my wall here in Bombay.





If you feel at all indebted to me then you should preach vigorously like me. That is the proper way to repay me. Of course, no one can repay the debt to the spiritual master, but the spiritual master is very much pleased by such an attitude by the disciple. In the Bhagavad-gita it is said, vyavasayatmika buddhir ekeha kuru nandana [Bg. 2.41], "Those who are on this path are resolute in purpose, and their aim is one." Our only business is to be fixed up in devotional service by pleasing the spiritual master. Those who are not fixed up they have various lines of action (eka means 'one' and bahu means 'many').





The real ocean of mercy is Krsna and it is the duty of the spiritual master to tell his disciple to come to the ocean and be happy. The spiritual master's duty is to lead the disciple to this ocean. I am trying my best and if you try to follow surely you will benefit.





Bhaktivinode Thakura has sung, "Krsna sei tomara, krsna dite para, tomara sakati ache. Ami ta'kangala, krsna krsna boli, dhai tava pache pache." "Krsna is yours and you have the power to give Him to anyone you wish. I am poor and wretched and running behind you shouting Krsna, Krsna!”





Krsna is unlimited, no one can catch Him, but if someone follows the parampara, he agrees to be captured. Everyone is afraid of Krsna, but Krsna is afraid of Mother Yasoda. That is Krsna's special mercy.





I hope this meets all of you in good health.
Your ever well-wisher,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami








Your life Gurudeva, vigorously preaching and inspiring others to do the same shows your unfathomable indebtedness to Srila Prabhupada. What a perfect disciple and in turn, perfect spiritual master you are.





Thank you for leading me, a fallen forgetful soul, to the ocean of mercy, Krishna. Undoubtedly I have a long way on the path to go, yet I am sure, that if I simply follow you, I will surely benefit, and one day I will also swim in the bhakti rasamrita sindhu. One day, the dormant love for Krishna will awaken in my heart. Thank you Gurudeva, for giving me connection to the parampara, such illustrious masters and predecessors as Srila Prabhupada, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati, Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakur, the 6 Goswami’s of Vrindavana and Lord Caitanya Himself. Causeless mercy is the only explanation I have such a gift.



I want to do more to repay my debt to you Gurudeva. I want to go deeper in my Krishna consciousness. You train us how to see, how to rely on the holy name and the books of Srila Prabhupada and the previous acharyas, and how to take shelter of and associate with the vaisnavas. In this way you’ve given us the most abundant life. We just have to take advantage of all you have given us. 




With Nitai getting settled into school I am at a point where I feel as though I need some more selfless devotional service. Without which I lack the kind of purpose that I can thrive on, and although I am not at all bored, I feel as if I am boring (unless I am talking directly about Krishna and any realisations, which is when I am most alive!). I don’t just want to be in Krishna consciousness for myself and my family but to give dynamically and uplift others by bringing them to the shelter of the Guru Parampara. To give them what you’ve given me. Of course I have my sadhana and family responsibilities to come first but I hope that some how or other I will be able to do more for you.





I am feeling ready for a new adventure in Krishna’s service and I want to be fixed up in devotional service by pleasing you eternally. Please instruct me how I can grow and how I can be more useful to you.





"Krsna is yours and you have the power to give Him to anyone you wish. I am poor and wretched and running behind you shouting Krsna, Krsna!”



Your ever grateful servant,


Gaura-arati dd

            

        
            
                Gauramandala das

                nama om vishnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale 

srimate devamrita swami iti namine 

pracare purva dakshyam ca bhaktacara pravinata 

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarva ca te namah

Dear Gurudev

Please accept our humble obeisance at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you on your auspicious Vyasa Puja day



All glories to your wonderful inspiring example to emulate. You hold a very exalted position of being a true servant of Srila Prabhupada at the same time you could relate to every person wandering the material cosmos and touch and transform through your compassionate words filled with wit and wisdom. Your ability to make anyone and everyone go through blend of experience of laugh, wonder, thunder stuck, sobriety, graphical view of material existence with mind blowing statistics, feeling awakened from deep slumber, deep contemplation, feeling hope, action orientation, experience bliss and chalk out next steps to sort out the life ahead in Bhakti through your class, personal interaction and kirtan is just a perfect blend of preaching. You mentioned in one of your lectures that Srila Prabhupada is an expert in taking a person from point A to B in the shortest possible time. You have mastered the same art and execute in your own sweet way.  



Anyone coming in contact with you can’t help but carry a very impressionable feeling of wondering that you are apparently in this world but thoroughly living an otherworldly experience.  



You had very little physical association with Srila Prabhupada, but you had very enriching, enlivening experience and most meaningful association through reading and relishing Srila Prabhupada books. You are living embodiment of Srila Prabhupada teachings. In one of the lecture I heard Kadamba Kanana Swami Maharaj had mentioned that it is good to get inspired by the association of Senior Vaishnavas, but more importantly one should search out to find what is the inspiring them and go deeper and deeper. Obviously Srila Prabhupada books are your life and soul and going deeper in Srila Prabhupada books will help us connect us to the fountain head of nectar of Krishna Consciousness. 

I heard in one of Bhakti Tirtha Swami short speech quoting in Gita nigari as prophecy Srila Prabhupda mentioned that the best way to honour a person is not by monuments, honorific glorification but by creating a community that represent the ideas that person stood for.  You are expert in creating communities of all nationalities and inspiring them to work corporately pleasing the Parampara. You very charmingly mentioned during a wedding ceremony wherein bride and bridegroom joining hands from different nationalities at Melbourne that in ISKCON we have the luxury of finding a match from an exotic location. Just like a painter uses a different shades and colours to create a wonderful art, you are expert in igniting the Krishna Bhakti among assorted variety of people possessing various abilities and proclivities and combine to make wonderful tapestry of talented exuberant individuals ready to paint the whole world as living happily under the shelter of Srila Prabhupada. 



This year I learnt the Sadgowami astakam portraying the most wonderful qualities, activities of Goswamis deeply immersed in serving the mood of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. I heard the full song first time sung by Nanda Mandir Prabhu at Melbourne Mahaprabhu Mandir as prelude to a Book Marathon meeting. It was so wonderful hearing him sing that the seed of desire to learn got planted, however it got fructified lately this year. 



While my spiritual desires and actions are feeble my material desires/obligations are overwhelming at times and like as Srila Prabhupada says in Gita as being swallowed by the tigress of nescience. I heard you say that proper program of hearing, chanting and study of Srila Prabhupada books Bhagavat Gita, Srimad Bhagavatam and Chaitanya Caritamrita dissolves one material desires, and stop us from being overpowered by passion and ignorance. They also give us ever fresh and amazing transformation experience.  I hope to realize it all one day.



I hope to improve the hearing, chanting and reading of Srila Prabhupada books more systematically and thoroughly to tap into the full storehouse of nectar Srila Prabupada painstakingly gave with a bit of militant attitude to protect the creeper of Bhakti. 



We sincerely beg at your lotus feet on this most auspicious day to bestow the mercy to accelerate on the path of bhakti as a family and share the fruits of Bhakti to everyone and anyone we meet lovingly, serving the glorious mission of Srila Prabhupada. 



Your aspiring servants  

Gauramandal das and Vraja mandal devi dasi, Sanjitha and Shruti.





            

        
            
                Gauranga-gopala dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila prabhupada.



You are my direct line to Krsna. Without your mercy how could a fallen rascal like me aspire for the highest goal of life? Your mercy is so great that everywhere you go we find traces of your instructions by looking at how the preaching is improving. Basically, more or less everywhere in the ISKCON world where there is some success in western preaching, we can be sure that your guidance have been heard and followed. You once said to me in a darshan that you are ready to give your advices to anyone who is ready to receive them and hear them. When you first came to the UK, you tried for many years to guide the leaders there, but you said that at the time only one devotee was really eager to hear. That devotee was Tarakanatha prabhu. How fortunate are we all to be under the shelter of such a first class devotee who not only hears you but implements in such an expert way your guidance. 

You may not be always physically present, but all your disciples and wellwishers touched by your grace are your direct representatives. By remembering them and keeping their association close, I can connect with you at all times. 

My first contact with you as you know, - because I often refer to her, feeling eternally in debt-, was my first spiritual mother Her grace Dayamaya devi dasi, who so compassionately taught me how to walk and read in KC, holding my hand at every step so I did not fall. To this day, her example of dedication for sankirtan and nurturing devotees holds a sacred place in my heart and inspires me to carry on with my service to your lotus feet. Her mercy is no different than yours. You expanded yourself through her to reach me and save me from the terrors of material existence. 

Later, when I got myself in a dangerous situation while taking wrong association from people harbouring offensive mentality towards yourself and your service to Srila Prabhuoada, his grace Bala Gopala prabhu saved me from yet another delusion that may have costed my life by your side. By his gentleness and concern, which wasn't different from yours either, he fished me out from an ocean of offenses where I was drowning. Only by your inspiration this magnanimous soul, being aware of my distress and inexperience, offered me the renewed opportunity to serve you.

Later again, you guided me to Wales using my dear friend Parjanya Gopa prabhu as a bait, knowing my natural feeling and attachment for him and freeing me from my fears of being abandoned after leaving New Zealand. His association is another of your blessings, reminding me always of the eternal debt I owe you. 

Moving in the ashrama in Wales, Dayalu Gaura prabhu (or Dayalu Caitanya ?), became your instrument by giving me the refuge where I could always feel at ease to reveal my mind without never feeling judged. His caring nature, once again reflecting your own, kept me conscious of my obligation to you at times when my mind tried to get me trapped again in the material world.

These examples are just a sample of the entire family of devotees gathered around your service, that you perpetually engage, picking me up from maya to place me back at your lotus feet. You are the most patient and personal teacher. Always needing your help, time and time again you intervene to deliver me through the action of your disciples. Only by your grace these devotees were empowered to curb my restless mind and attract me always closer to Krsna.

How can it be ? Because by connecting to you all these exalted souls are connecting to Srila prabhupada and the whole parampara. 

Thank you for being so kind with this useless soul. May I always remain your lowly servant.



Gauranga gopala dasa 







            

        
            
                Gita Govinda

                Hare Krishna Gurudev, 

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



As Srila Prabhupada said, it takes gallons of blood to make one devotee; what to speak of a devotee, to raise just one person to the human platform takes gallons of blood, sweat, and tears. We can not even imagine the extent of your limitless mercy, your tolerance, and your compassion. You've said if we are truly followers of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu we have to be merciful, and you exemplify this by how you are always there for your disciples, despite the pain it may cause at times. I am so grateful for all you have done for me, Gurudev. How you have helped me progress in spiritual life despite all my shortcomings, stubbornness, and bad qualities. And how you have always believed in me. I can see that you are my true well wisher, benefactor, and father and that the relationship between spiritual master and disciple is eternal.



In Nectar of Instruction it says that a pure devotee is one who's heart is completely devoid of the propensity to criticize others, and that one should seek their association and faithfully serve such a devotee in order to make advancement in spiritual life. Now that I've stabilized myself in the grhastha ashram I pray that I can regain strength and do some small service to assist you in your offering to Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya.



Gurudev you are always encouraging us in the proliferation, the mass distribution of Krishna's glories. Param vijayate Sri Krsna sankirtanam! You never let us become overly comfortable or complacent in our spiritual life but always push us to go to higher levels, to give more, and become truly happy in that way. You said that all we need is one experience in an intense yajya and our spiritual life will never be same again. That sweet taste for sacrificial devotional service you have instilled in our hearts! Whether male or female, brahmacari or grhastha, you give us all an equal opportunity to soar, and encourage others by our efforts. You are now encouraging us to distribute Srimad Bhagavatam sets, something that seems impossible, but actually many of your disciples are already distributing Srimad Bhagavatam sets on the streets to people they have never met! This is incredible, and it is because of your loving encouragement that we do more for Srila Prabhupada's pleasure. I pray that I can serve as an instrument for Srila Prabhupada's mission and by your blessings and mercy always serve the devotees and be engaged in devotional service. 



Your servant,

Gita Govinda devi dasi 



            

        
            
                Gitavali devi dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaja, 

Please accept my humble obeisances on this glorious occasion of your Vyasa Puja. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada, All glories to you, my wonderful spiritual master. 



How has another year flown by so quickly? This material world is indeed no place for a lady or a gentleman said Srila Prabhupada. So much deception, so much quarrel, so much hypocrisy. It's not surprising, it is suppose to be happening this way in this age. In these crazy times, I'm so so so grateful to have access to Krishna consciousness, to the association of devotees, to prasadam and also to your association through your regular classes. If I had never met the devotees on the streets of New Zealand over 16 years ago now, I'd be a lost cause. All of them are your disciples. You are the reason for many things in my life. Writing this, I'm feeling extreme gratitude and appreciation for everything I have in my life. 



There is no other shelter in this world. Hearing Srimad Bhagavatam, Bhagavad Gita, Caitanya Caritamrita, my ears simply want to hear more. My heart is full especially in the sweet association of our family ashram. Thank you for your kind visits, thank you for you time, thank you for being so strong and for being the most amazing, balanced teacher I've ever met. I want you to know how much I admire your ability to touch our hearts with your words. 



I pray that I may never lose my tight grip of your lotus feet. I know for sure that if I can simply hold on, till the end of this puny life, I will be saved, somehow or other. 



Dear Gurudeva, you're the most eloquent speaker, the most practical of teachers and the way you deliver your messages are so on point, I'm blown away every time I hear you speak. 

Thank you for continuing on, pushing on the mission that Srila Prabhupada started   many years ago. 

Aspiring to serve you better. 

Your servant, 

Gitavali devi dasi 

            

        
            
                Gokula-rañjana dāsa

                'Tis quite something to witness the beautiful reciprocity from whence providence has brutally forced you to call out to Kṛṣṇa, trying desperately for the same measure of feeling that Draupadī and Gajendra had.



Thank you for what that you've given us.



Your servant,

Gokula-rañjana dāsa



            

        
            
                Gopa Bhav Das & Shakhi Bhav DD

                nama om vishnu padaya krsna presthaya bhutale

srimate devamrita swami iti namine



pracare purva daksam ca bhaktacara pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarva ca te namah



Dear Srila Prabhupada



On this most blessed and auspicious day, the celebration of your appearance; Sri Vyasa-puja, please accept my most humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet 🙇🏻‍♂️



How can we glorify you ? Whatever we  say is never going to be enough for your service to srila prabhupada.



Pure devotee is like you, very dear to Krishna because of his exclusive devotion and surrender to Krishna's lotus feet.



And Krishna said that what to speak of My pure devotee, the devotee of My devotee is very dear to Me.



Lord Krishna said that someone who preaches My glories to the devotee is very, very dear to Me. So, Guru Maharaj, you are that pure devotee of the Lord. You, Guru Maharaj, are that devotee who went to the communist countries at the risk of being put in jail for many years, or even being killed, in order to fulfill Srila Prabhupada's orders to preach.





yat-sevayāgner iva rudra-rodanaṁ

pumān vijahyān malam ātmanas tamaḥ

bhajeta varṇaṁ nijam eṣa so ’vyayo

bhūyāt sa īśaḥ paramo guror guruḥ



"One who wants to be free of material entanglement should take to the service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and give up the contamination of ignorance, involving pious and impious activities. Thus one regains his original identity, just as a block of gold or silver sheds all dirt and becomes purified when treated with fire. May that inexhaustible Supreme Personality of Godhead become our spiritual master, for He is the original spiritual master of all other spiritual masters "

SB 8.24.48



All glories to you, Guru Maharaj!

Your Servant

Gopa Bhav Das &amp; Shakhi Bhav DD

            

        
            
                Gopa-Vṛndeśa Dāsa

                All glories to Śrī Guru and Śrī Gaurāṅga! All glories to Śrī Śrī Rādhā Vallabha!

madāśraya-daśakaṁ Ten Verses Glorifying My Shelter



An offering made to

His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja

by

Gopa-Vṛndeśa Dāsa Brahmacārī



In gratitude to

ISKCON Founder-Ācārya

His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedānta Svāmī Prabhupāda

        

This composition has the same meter as: nava-gaura-varaṁ, adharaṁ madhuraṁ etc



Verse 1

प्रभुपादपदाब्जसुधामधुपं 

मधुसेिवतसेवकपूज्यतनुं 

पितताधमपावनभावधरं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



prabhupāda-padābja-sudhā-madhupaṁ madhusevita-sevaka-pūjya-tanuṁ patitādhama-pāvana-bhāva-dharaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter, who like a bumble bee drinks the nectar of bhakti-rasa from the lotus like feet of Śrīla Prabhupāda. He is worshipable for he is a true servant of Śrī Kṛṣṇa — the Lord who is served by the residents of Vṛndāvana. He is endowed with Śrīla Prabhupāda’s benevolent mood of compassionately delivering even the lowest of the fallen conditioned souls.



Verse 2

गुरुसेवनसीधुसुधारिसकं

गुरुशास्त्रसुदानवदान्यवरं 

क्रमशोऽमलभिक्तसुबोधकरं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



guru-sevana-sīdhu-sudhā-rasikaṁ guru-śāstra-sudāna-vadānya-varaṁ kramaśo ‘mala-bhakti-subodha-karaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. Relishing the intoxicating nectar of service to his spiritual master he munificently distributes the books written by Śrīla Prabhupāda. With great expertise he systematically teaches the science of pure devotional service which is revealed in these books.

       

Verse 3

हिरभिक्तसनातनतत्त्विवदं

बहुपिण्डतनािस्तकवादहरं

 िवषयाशयतारणवाक्प्रभवं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



hari-bhakti-sanātana-tattva-vidaṁ

bahu-paṇdita-nāstika-vāda-haraṁ viṣayāśaya-tāraṇa-vāk-prabhavaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. He has realised the eternal truths of Hari- bhakti, and is a specialist in categorically refuting multitudes of atheistic arguments posed by mundane scholars and scientists. By his expert orations and writings he liberates even those who are deeply conditioned by mundane consciousness.



Verse 4

भवरोगिभषग्वरभावधरं 

हिरनामरसायनदानपटुं 

हिरतत्त्वसुबोधनदक्षवरं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



bhava-roga-bhiṣag-vara-bhāva-dharaṁ hari-nāma-rasāyana-dāna-paṭuṁ hari-tattva-subodhana-dakṣa-varaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. He has assumed the mood of Lord Caitanya, the most expert doctor for curing the living entity’s disease of material existence. He skilfully administers the divine medicine of Śrī Hari-nāma like Lord Caitanya and he is a specialist in disseminating the eternal truths of devotional service.

       

Verse 5

अवधूतसुशीतलपादरतं 

कृपया धरणीतलपयर्टकं 

परदुःखसुदुःिखतिचत्तभृतं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



avadhūta-suśītala-pāda-rataṁ kṛpayā dharaṇī-tala-paryatakaṁ paraduḥkha-suduḥkhita-citta-bhṛtaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. He is engaged in the service of the supremely cooling lotus feet of Lord Nityānanda Avadhūta which are the only shelter for all suffering souls who are burning in the fire of material existence. For this end, he travels the surface of earth out of profound compassion for all. In fact, seeing the miseries of others he experiences even greater misery in his tender heart.



Verse 6

पिरसेवनसारमहारसदं 

भवनीरसिनन्दनवादपटुं 

गुरुभाष्यसुभावसुधारिसकं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



parisevana-sāra-mahā-rasadaṁ bhava-nīrasa-nindana-vāda-paṭuṁ guru-bhāṣya-subhāva-sudhā-rasikaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. He widely distributes the ever increasing taste for transcendental devotional service. He is also a master in objectively critiquing and exposing the flavourlessness and futility of material enjoyment. At the same time he thoroughly relishes the nectar of Śrīla Prabhupāda’s devotional ecstasies — the Bhaktivedānta purports.

       

Verse 7

िनजसेवकपुत्रकतातवरं

सरलाशयभिक्तरसाब्जरिवं

करुणाभयदानसुधीरवरं

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



nija-sevaka-putraka-tāta-varaṁ saralāśaya-bhakti-rasābja-raviṁ karuṇābhaya-dāna-sudhīra-varaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. He is like a very affectionate father to his followers who are to him like his own children. By his sun like presence he blossoms the lotus of bhakti-rasa in non-duplicitous hearts. Endowed with a grave personality, he shows compassion and instills fearlessness in the hearts of conditioned beings.



Verse 8

प्रभुदत्तसुदुगर्मदेशगतं 

गुरुवाक्यकृ पाभरकीितर्

करं प्रभुपादपदाब्जपरागधरं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



prabhu-datta-sudurgama-deśa-gataṁ guru-vākya-kṛpā-bhara-kīrti-karaṁ prabhupāda-padābja-parāga-dharaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. He courageously accepted the most dangerous places in this world as his ordained regions for preaching. And he has popularised the merciful teachings of Śrīla Prabhupāda there. As a reward

he humbly carries on his head pollen from the lotus like feet of 
 Śrīla Prabhupāda.

       

Verse 9

प्रभुगौरहररेमृतंचिरतं 

पिरशोधयिस स्म मुदा त्विरतं 

व्रजलाभकृ पामृतपात्रवरं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरम्



prabhu-gaura-harer amṛtaṁ caritaṁ pariśodhayasi sma mudā tvaritaṁ vraja-lābha-kṛpāmṛta-pātra-varaṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja, my master and shelter. You were blissfully engaged in serving Śrīla Prabhupāda by editing his most glorious rendition of Śrī Caitanya-caritāmṛta, and this service was completed in a miraculously short period of time. As a reward you were chosen as one of the excellent recipients to be blessed by Śrīla Prabhupāda with the nectarean mercy that enables entry into Śrī Goloka Vṛndāvana.



Verse 10

तव वाक्यगणेषु गुरो शरणं 

भवमोहहरषेुचदास्यवरं 

कृ पणाय च देिह िपतः सततं 

प्रणमािम मदाश्रयदेववरं



tava-vākya-gaṇeṣu guro śaraṇaṁ bhava-moha-hareṣu ca dāsya-varaṁ kṛpaṇāya ca dehi pitaḥ satataṁ praṇamāmi madāśraya-deva-varam



O Gurudeva! O my father! I am very wretched and weak-hearted and thus I beg for the eternal shelter of your instructions. For the willing soul, your instructions can easily shatter the impenetrable illusion of material existence. Begging for the benediction of eternal servitude I offer my respectful and humble obeisances to my master and shelter, His Holiness Devāmṛta Svāmī Mahārāja.

       

Hare Kṛṣṇa

Hare Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Kṛṣṇa Hare Hare |

Hare Rāma

Hare Rāma Rāma Rāma Hare Hare ||

            

        
            
                Gopala Guru dasa

                Dear Guru Maharaja.

Please accept my humble obeisances.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada.  And all glories to you on the auspicious day of your appearance.



Just recently I was listening to my initiation lecture, the day I took my vowels to follow your instructions.  During the lecture you mentioned how we need to be ever vigilant and wary of pride, because maya can infiltrate when pride is there to the extent that we still think that we are a devotee, yet we are deviating from the path.



It made me reflect on my own practice, and how pride has been making me think everything is ok and that I am doing well, whereas in the background Maya is gradually chipping away at me and bringing my consciousness down.  It is amazing that such a short talk from you can convey so much insight, as well as practical ways of applying the teachings of Bhakti.



The other thing that stuck out to me in the lecture was hearing  the mantras chanted by the devotee performing the yajna, the sound of the mudras and paraphernalia, the kirtan leader melodically chanting away with the devotees responding, then afterwards the chatter of the devotees who were congratulating the new initiates and making arrangements for Srila Prabhupadas Murti to go back to the altar.



It was the spiritual world. Melbourne Maharabhu Mandira.  I couldn’t see it at the time, but I can see it now. And I really miss it.  It brought back memories and emotions from assisting you by engaging in Their Lordships seva there, what a heavenly place to reside and serve. 



There is a song that says, ‘Don’t it always seem to go that you don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone’. Yes, I am no longer in Melbourne, and I do long for the immersion in Krishna consciousness that I once had. I am thankful to have listened to that lecture again, to have it remind me of how immersed I could be.



With material things, when they are gone they are gone - and all we can do is lament like in the song I cited. However with Krishna consciousness, at any time - we can have it back again.  And you are so merciful that your have gone out of your way to help hundreds and thousands of people so that at any time, as long as they desire it - they can be Krishna conscious. We can be back with Krishna again.



I am so thankful to you Gurudeva, for pulling me out of the ocean of material existence and for all of the service you have engaged me in.  And for giving me, and so many others, the opportunity so that we can be back with Krishna at any time.



Your servant,



Gopala Guru dasa



            

        
            
                Goparaj Das

                

O dear Gurudev!  Please accept my humble obeisances, all glory to Srila Prabhupada! 

All my life, gradually, I discover that through your instructions, Krishna manifests. Sometimes some instruction is revealed over the years. And then, over the years, I begin to understand it more, and apply it more consciously. Over the years, I began to notice that your mood and attitude begins to be reflected in my mind, and I begin to understand you more and feel the connection.. It's a miracle! This is very important to me! I feel that your values - self-awareness, perceiving Krishna emotionally when I reading and listening about him, carefully and consciously reading books and chanting japa, being serious in practice, living for the mission, seeing Krishna in all his manifestations in this world - all this is beginning to be reflected in my heart. And all thanks to you.. And for this I am very grateful to you..

            

        
            
                Gopi ramana dasa

                Dear Devamrita swami maharaja.

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your vyasa puja. 



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to srilla prabhupada. 



My dear gurudeva, please spare me your blessings and engage me in your service. I have gladly taken shelter of you, please give me a place at your lotus feet. 



You are the mercy representative of the supreme personality of Godhead. Please shower your causless mercy upon me. Only then will I become happy and fortunate in this life. I have fallen into cycle of repeated birth and death please guide me across the ocean of material existence. 



You are a deep ocean of transcendental happiness and ultimate shelter for bhakti. You are verry dear to me and are always on my mind. I offer my respects to you daily. Please forgive me for my imperfections. 



Please help me improve my service to the vaishnavas and to your lotus feet. I am fully confident that you will not forget about me. My dear sir, I am an insignificant disciple with nothing special to offer fully satisfied by your heartfelt blessings. 



Your servant,

Gopi-ramana dasa.









            

        
            
                Gopi-gitamrita devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu!



As a Music University student the more I meet people and work with my colleagues the more I understand that everyone is on a quest for happiness.

The aim is one - happiness, but the paths they choose are different.



This makes my job even harder - how can I help these people in the most adequate way ??



Your answer to that question is something that motivates me and it gives me courage everytime : " Be the best example."

Preaching with my lifestyle, principles and personality.

It seems that this lifestyle engineering works everytime!

(Combining it with prasadam distribution is even greater!!)



Thank you Gurudeva for being that perfect example for me, for your wonderful lectures, books, personality and for being my spiritual father!  



Whataver I do, whatever music and albums I make, I dedicate them to you and Krishna.



Your servant,



Gopi-gitamrita devi dasi







            

        
            
                Gopikaa Sonthalia

                Dear Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

All glories to you on your Vyasa Puja celebration.



You are a great devotee of Krishna, because you have dedicated your life to serving Krishna with love and devotion.

I always look forward to seeing you. I like talking to you about how my chanting is going and what I am doing at school.

You inspire me because you lead so many devotees onto the path of Krishna and protect them. I always feel you are very powerful when I am near you.

Please bless me to chant my rounds nicely.



Your servant,

Gopikaa Sonthalia

            

        
            
                Gopipremamrita dd & Dhanishta

                Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All Glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance



Guru Maharaj on this most auspicious day, I once again want to take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude for all the love, care, guidance and nourishment you have been providing me for all these years.



CC Antya 4.103

‘ācāra’, ‘pracāra’, — nāmera karaha ‘dui’ kārya

tumi — sarva-guru, tumi jagatera ārya



“You simultaneously perform both duties in relation to the holy name by your personal behavior and by your preaching. Therefore, you are the spiritual master of the entire world, for you are the most advanced devotee in the world.”



Srila Prabhupad writes in the purport

Sanātana Gosvāmī clearly defines herein the bona fide spiritual master of the world. The qualifications expressed in this connection are that one must act according to the scriptural injunctions and at the same time preach. One who does so is a bona fide spiritual master.





Guru Maharaj you are indeed a spiritual master who teaches everyone the science of Krishna by his personal behaviour and through your preaching. This year we were blessed with the opportunity to serve you in our house in Sydney.  I was blessed to see how you always practice what you preach. You always insist on attentive chanting as the most important thing to do and you definitely follow that. In spite of your late-night meetings and other tighter schedules during the day you got up early in the morning every single day to chant.  You always insist on inspiring and caring for others in bhakthi. Nobody can care for others the way you do GuruMaharaj. When you came home, you had just entered the house and were walking into your room, you noticed that Harinamamrita prabhu was not wearing socks, you quickly noticed and told him "you are not wearing socks, you will get sick". I was amazed to see how despite being busy with so many other things, you give time and attention to care for your disciples. When you were here at our house, I was staying at a devotee’s house with the kids at night. The next day when you were having your breakfast you asked me "were you out this morning" I mentioned how I was staying with the kids at a devotee’s house in the night. you immediately asked me " so did I kick you out of your house". I then explained how kids were enjoying being at the devotee’s house. GuruMaharaj you take so much inconvenience to travel across the globe, across different time zones, different weather but you're so concerned that you don't want to give inconvenience to others.



Once HH Kadamba Kanna Maharaj mentioned in a lecture how Krishna doesn't like to be alone, so even in the heart of the living being he is not alone and is present with his devotees, which means spiritual master is also present within the heart. When you were at our house, you gave us time for personal darshan. I actually had a question in my mind that I wanted to ask, but I don't know how to articulate it and wanted to express it personally to you. That night I was thinking how I can ask that question to you. The next day once you had your breakfast, you looked straight into me and asked "So Gopipremamrita is there anything you wanted to tell me this morning?". GuruMaharaj I realised how you are present in my heart and constantly guiding me. You always insist on cleanliness and  personally I got to witness how you follow that. once you left our house to leave for Melbourne, we went inside the room that you were using and were surprised. it actually did not look like some had used it for 2 days, it was extremely clean, and you had taken time to put the things in its place. 



ŚB 3.7.36

anuvratānāṁ śiṣyāṇāṁ

putrāṇāṁ ca dvijottama

anāpṛṣṭam api brūyur

guravo dīna-vatsalāḥ



TRANSLATION

O best among the brāhmaṇas, those who are spiritual masters are very kind to the needy. They are always kind to their followers, disciples and sons, and without being asked by them, the spiritual master describes all that is knowledge.





Through your online classes, you have been taking time and effort to share your realizations, your meditations with so much love and care, and have been continuously inspiring your disciple. Indeed, you are extremely kind GuruMaharaj



once you mentioned how you were very happy that day as you had memorised a new sloka. You taught us how we need to celebrate the appearance and disappearance day of Acharyas and seek out their mercy, how important it is to sing the songs of the vaishvas. You even mentioned how we need to make use of the technology, how you use your smartphone to set a reminder everyday asking if you have been consciously doing things for the pleasure of  Krishna.  GuruMaharaj you are just amazing, and you are the Spiritual father that everyone will love to have. When I heard about you memorising sloka, using reminders in the smartphone ,your meditations, I felt very grateful to have such a glorious spiritual father who constantly inspires his disciples in every aspect of bhakthi.



Srila Bhaktivinoda thakur sings



ekākī āmāra, nāhi pāya bala,

hari-nāma-sańkīrtane

tumi kṛpā kori', śraddhā-bindu diyā,

deho' kṛṣṇa-nāma-dhane



TRANSLATION

 I do not find the strength to carry on alone the sankirtana of the holy name of Hari. Please bless me by giving me just one drop of faith with which to obtain the great treasure of the holy name of Krsna.



GuruMaharaj, I absolutely don't have the strength or the faith to chant the holy name. Once you mentioned how inattentive chanting is like cooking with smoke, for years and years I have been cooking with smoke. Please give me a drop of your mercy so that I can develop some faith in the holy name.



 Bhakthi Vinod Thakur sings



gurudev!

krpa-bindu diya kara' ei dase

trnapeksa ati dina

sakala-sahane bala diyakara

nija-mane sprha-hina 



TRANSLATION



O Gurudev! Give this servant a drop of your mercy and make me more humble than a blade of grass. Give me the strength to tolerate everything and make me free from any desire for personal honour.



 Srila Prabhupad mentions that the relationship between spiritual master and disciple is through devotional service. On this most Auspicious day I seek your blessing and mercy to always engage in devotional service, please give me the strength to tolerate everything and  to get rid of the desire for personal honour so one day I can be worthy to be your disciple. 



On this most Auspicious day I pray to Lord Narashima dev to bless you with good health, so you can continue to preach around the world and touch the lives of many other fallen souls and help them turn towards the Supreme Lord.



your aspiring servant

Gopipremamrita devi dasi



-----------------------------------------------------------------



Dhanishta's offering:



Dear Guru Maharaj,



Happy Vyasa Puja! All glories to Srila Prabhupad!



I am very grateful to Radha Gopinath that you had come to our house;

since then our house is a Dham because you were there. You came just

in time; before the lockdown, if you hadn’t, we all would have missed

you very much. I remember everything I had seen, heard and known, from

the tiniest detail to the biggest.  That was all because you coming

was that special! This is the highlight of this Vyasa Puja offering

and I’ll never forget it.



I have mentioned this in every offering I have made, Garlands! I

remember the first time you had given a garland to me; In New

Govardhan, I was so happy! And this year I had been given your

garland, thank you for all the garlands!



Also, I am learning how to play the harmonium, so please bless me so I

can play and sing kirtan for Radha Gopinath.  I enjoy dancing in your

kirtan and am waiting for when you come to Sydney so I can dance to

Kirtan. Guru Maharaj, please bless me that I can always serve Krishna!

Once again, Happy Vyasa Puja!



-Hare Krishna Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna Hare Hare, Hare Rama Hare

Rama, Rama Rama Hare Hare!-



From,

Dhanishta



            

        
            
                Govinda Darsana dasa

                nama om vishnu padaya krishna presthaya bhutale

srimate devamrita swamin iti namine

 

pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

 

Hare Krishna dear Gurudev

Please accept my most humble and most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



Wishing you a happy appearance day. 



Gurudev, I am unable to write or glorify you with my contaminated consciousness, but trying so for my own purification. Gurudev, you are an Acharya who practically demonstrates what sastras speak. You have a huge heart which has an ever-increasing capacity to help lost souls. With an intense desire to serve the Parampara, Srila Prabhupada and Krishna you are tirelessly preaching; you have gone to each and every corner of the earth to preach and spread the glories of Lord Caitanya. It is extremely difficult to comprehend the compassion you have for fallen souls. Your lectures are nectar; your kirtans are so ecstatic and engaging that everyone is practically off the ground. Thank you so much for giving such a beautiful experience of the spiritual world.



Your instructions of preaching have a central place in my heart and I try to execute it as per my capacity. I definitely need to improve my attempts for your and Parampara’s pleasure. Seeking your blessings so that I could preach for your pleasure.



Personally, I am surprised by the amount of guidance you have provided me. In critical situations, I have simply written you emails asking for guidance. Your quick replies with the appropriate guidance helped me in coming out of troublesome situations. I sincerely thank you for all of your guidance and support.



I know I am not practicing bhakti as I should and not pleasing you with my preaching efforts, I desperately seek your blessings so that I could practice and preach for your pleasure.



I pray to Lord Nṛsiṁha Dev for your good health and may you guide me/us eternally.



Your humble servant 

Govinda Darsana dasa



            

        
            
                Govindakund devi dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaja,

  

Please accept my humble obeisances 

 

All glories to you

 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

 

Guru is an "ocean of mercy", this is a common phrase often said but you cannot be praised in a single sentence. An infinite number of sentences are needed to proclaim your glories, your mercy, your tolerance and your never ending services. All are more than an ocean. It is inconceivable to me the way you give spiritual strength and harmony to face hardships, problems in life and use them as a learning and growth opportunity.

 

For the past 15 years, ever since I have been in Krishna  Consciousness, even though outwardly at times it would seem that there are many problems and obstacles that are around me but I still feel peaceful and happiness within me and this feeling of inner peace is a result of your causeless mercy to me.

 

When I think about what my life was before I met you, even though I was content with everything around me and felt that I was happy, I now realize that there was emptiness within me.

 

Guru Maharaja, you never lose a single moment to glorify your spiritual master Srila Prabhupada. For every service you are doing, you attribute it to Srila Prabhupada's mercy. In every activity of yours, you never fail to strengthen your commitment and conviction to Srila Prabhupada and his ISKCON.

 

In a very exemplary way you teach us the mood of becoming an eternal disciple by displaying your unconditional pure love for Srila Prabhupada. I hope that one day I have a drop of that mood of serving your divine grace as you have for Srila Prabhupada. 

 

By your mercy only we can perform the devotional services. Your most valuable guidance, blessings and encouragement have given me great courage and enthusiasm to manage my spiritual life. 

 

Thank you again and again for accepting me as your disciple, my debt is huge and eternal.

 

May Radha Shyamasundar, Gaura Nitai and Krishna Balaram bestow all their endless mercy on you. 

 

May Prabhupada be always satisfied with your wholehearted service. May you continuously serve Prabhupada and I pray that I can be of some assistance to you in your service.

 

Thank you for being there for me and thank you for everything. I look forward to serving you more and more. Please bless me so that I can follow your instructions and become a worthy servant of yours. 

 

Your servant

 

Govindakund devi dasi



            

        
            
                Hamish Wing

                Hare Krishna Gurudev Maharaj. Please kindly accept my most humble obeisance’s unto your divine lotus feet. All glories to you, all glories to Srila Prabhupada. My words are unworthy of offering to you, but it is my duty and my service so I will attempt to capture the gratitude that I have for you having met you and your disciples. Please accept his humble offering. 



Meeting you changed the trajectory of my life in the most profoundly positive way imaginable. I had been hanging out at the Mantra Lounge for a couple of months. I had been captured by the kirtan, the wisdom and humility of the bramacharis, the Bhagavad Gita and of course…the prasad. I had begun to question the path I was about to embark on with my physiotherapy career. Then your holiness came down to Hamilton and gave a talk on how practicing Bhakti Yoga is making the ultimate connection. This struck a chord in the deepest depths of my being. I told you after the talk about my dilemma and how asked how to make the right decision. You said, “Practice Bhakti for six months and your vision will be clear”. This was the first instruction I received from you, and it saved my life. I wish to dedicate my life to continue following your instructions. 



You plucked me off the road of misery and emptiness and set me on the right track, like someone picking up a beetle, belly up and flailing on an open road and then gently setting it down in a lush and peaceful garden. You gave a wretch like me a chance to attempt to be a tiny little cog in Prabhupada’s great, expansive machine. There is nothing left for me to do than to serve you and your disciples. Please help me to carry out this mission and please help me to never fall down. I beg for your mercy, Gurudev. My mind is so deeply conditioned and my heart so contaminated, I beg for your mercy so I can serve Krishna to the best of my capabilities. Please accept this humble request. 



Please forgive my offences.



All glories to your divine lotus feet.



Hare Krsna



            

        
            
                Hari-Bhakta Dasa

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my prostrated obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



All glories to you on this glorious occasion of your 71st Vyasa Puja.



These last two years without your personal association have been difficult, a lot of trials and tribulations have come about. At the same time, plentiful blessings and amazing opportunities for service have appeared. 



Throughout the years I can recall the many instructions and experiences I’ve had in your presence, and they mean everything to me. From my first time meeting you at the Bhakti House in Los Angeles, to me 2 years later asking you for shelter in the historic New Dvaraka community in which I now reside. 



One of the most engraved instructions that you've given me, was in 2016 at the Long Beach Temple, I approached you after class and shared with you my desire of starting the “mantra house”, and you told me “Before you can give Krishna Consciousness to others, you must first give it to yourself”, that hit me like an arrow to the heart, little did I know that you had planted a seed, a samskara now ever-present in my endeavor for outreach. 



I feel like I've gone on many adventures with you in the outreach endeavor, organizing events, doing book distribution, venturing out to conquer new horizons via the means of establishing new Bhakti centers in college campuses, all for your pleasure. These ever-lasting Bhakti experiences are the emblem of my life, engraved by your inspiration alone. 



I must realize that I am just an instrument in your hands, and nothing else. 



Entering my 6th year as your initiated disciple, I still have mountains and valleys to cross. Most times I feel baffled in terms of my material situation in this world, I have yet to live by the standard that you desire, I have yet to become a sincere servant to a perfect master, I have yet to surrender to your perfect instructions. 



All I know is that serving you brings me great joy, and I feel enlivened, invigorated, “fired up” when it comes to doing outreach, in pursuance of your style, and flawless execution in reaching the hearts of others, for the service of Srila Prabhupada. 



As I enter a new phase of adulthood as a 29-year old, I pray that I become your eternal servant. I don't want to do anything in this world but to be your instrument in strategy and conquest. 



My only blessing in this life is my taste to please you. You are a perfect leader, carving the path for the new generation. And although I am weak and a destitute fellow, I pray to Krishna to protect us from the onslaught of maya so that we may fulfill your vision. 



Your aspiring servant,



Hari-Bhakta Dasa 

            

        
            
                Hariloka das

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to your lotus feet



On this auspicious day, I have the good fortune to be able to offer some words of appreciation and gratitude to our Spiritual Master.

In this material world so many difficult situations comes , family , financial , ups and down but just by listening your lectures and following your instructions everything comes easy to understand why all things happening 

Your lectures are so deep and has so much nectar always motivate me 

Even in progressing in spiritual life so many anarthas comes . Mind always brings confusion why this happening .

And you always comes with new current topic and explain the current situation of the material world help us to understand the things in advance. You can see the future  always one step ahead of this material world and guide us  appropriately. 

I always try to start my day by listening your lecture . 

Last time when I met you with my family just by taking with you my wife also felt very happy . She always praise you and follow your instructions. 





I have a desire to please you Guru Maharaj, I humbly pray that you give me the ability to please you. I am fully dependent on you and without your mercy I have no shelter and qualification. Please let your instructions be the destination of my life and your pleasure be the inspiration to get there. Beg you very humbly to give me the ability to listen to and follow your instructions as my life and soul.



Your humble servant

Hariloka das











. 

            

        
            
                Harinamamrita das

                Hare Krishna dear Guru maharaj,



Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet.

All glories to you.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



I have recently been meditating on the following verse and more so on this auspicious day of your appearance:



ŚB 11.26.33

annaṁ hi prāṇināṁ prāṇa

ārtānāṁ śaraṇaṁ tv aham

dharmo vittaṁ nṛṇāṁ pretya

santo ’rvāg bibhyato ’raṇam



Translation: "Just as food is the life of all creatures, just as I am the ultimate shelter for the distressed, and just as religion is the wealth of those who are passing away from this world, so My devotees are the only refuge of persons fearful of falling into a miserable condition of life."



In this verse, Lord instructs Uddhava on the position of His pure devotees and how persons who are fearful of falling into the miserable condition of life should take refuge at the lotus feet of His pure devotees.



Reflecting on this verse, I find that I was &amp; still am fearful of falling into the miserable condition of life even further and beyond. Your loving &amp; compassionate nature attracted me towards you and you mercifully picked me up from my previous miserable life and given a new life to chant the holy name and taste the nectar of devotional service. As time progresses year-by-year, I'm feeling that I'm in great need of your shelter even more and further making me realise that I have no other hope than just your mercy. I simply pray to Sri RadhaGopinath that let me not shy away from your refuge eternally!



Recently I've had the good fortune to observe many of your wonderful qualities in-person and more closely. Of which, I have been meditating on the following 3 qualities more (the three 'C's): Caring, Chanting and Cleanliness.



You always want to ensure that devotees are treated with utmost care. This is the reflection of your love for Krsna's devotees. At your physical age, you are still working hard and utilising every moment in Krsna's service. Your love for chanting the holy name and Srila Prabhupada's books is even more attractive. After five decades of preaching Lord Chaitanya's message for the pleasure of your beloved Srila Prabhupada, I find that you have not settled down nor these Covid-19 restrictions have reduced your vigour for preaching. In many of your lectures, when you say I'm waiting for this travel restrictions to ease to jump across the ocean, I find that you want to let loose of your mercy to even more fallen souls and far widely than before.



To draw similar lines, not even the strong iron curtains have stopped your preaching in the past and what to speak of this Covid-19. When I read about the devotees' life in Soviet Union from Salted Bread book, I'm envisioning a glimpse of your preaching life before. Just to please Srila Prabhupada, you risked your own life for preaching. What level of surrender would it take to pledge one's very own life for preaching! To me, that's unimaginable!!



After receiving such a mercy from you, how much ever we try to please you is insignificant. But you still take great pleasure in hearing our insignificant efforts in preaching and encourage us to do more &amp; better. This is nothing short of a child's toy game achievement but as a loving father encourages the child as if part of that child's game, our dear spiritual father (you) continue to motivate us and empower us.



In this regard, Narottama das thakur tried to please his spiritual master Lokanatha Goswami and succeeded. Srila Prabhupada tried to please his spiritual master and succeeded too. You have dedicated all your life to Srila Prabhupada and gloriously carrying out the mission successfully. There are innumerable disciples of yours who have dedicated their lives for you, and they will certainly succeed too. Despite knowing all my faults and short comings, I sincerely want to run the uphill of pleasing you my dear spiritual father, my aim is not to succeeded, but to just hope that you are holding onto my neck so let me not fall down again - as I'm fearful of falling into the miserable condition of life and losing the glorious connection with you.



I wanted to express my heartfelt gratitude for all the love and guidance you have been giving us. On this auspicious day, I pray to Lord Narasimha dev to give your physical strength &amp; protection so that you can carry on with your mission to please your beloved Srila Prabhupada forever. 



Let there be more fortunate souls like me who can fall under the shade of your lotus feet and their fearful material existence be extinguished as they take refuge in you.



With love and gratitude,

Harinamamrita das



            

        
            
                Harish chander

                Hare Krishna guru dev. Please accept my humble obeisances all glory to srila prabhupada.



nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine

pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namah.



Wish you happy viyas Pooja maharaj . Maharaj you are the only hope for hopeless people like me who don't have any quality still getting shelter from you Maharaj you are patita pavan.



Maharaj we are looking your blessings on this ouspicious day so we Can serve Krishna and his devotees. I don't have qualification to glory Fi you still keep your mercy on us so we can engage in Krishna service.

Please also accept humble obeisances from my son's Abhimanyu ,Srivas and wife Ruchi





Us







            

        
            
                Howard Lucas

                Dear Devamrita Swami, 

 

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

 

All glories to you on your Vyasa Puja Day. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

  

Maharaj, in the few years since I have come to ISKCON, my life has been permanently impacted by the teachings I have received through the regular association with the devotees and the reading of Srila Prabhupada's books.  

 

I thank you for the spiritual knowledge you have shared with all of us, both in person and through your writings.  

 

Your aspiring servant, 

 

Howard Lucas.         

            

        
            
                Hriman Krishna das

                Dear Gurudeva 

Please accept my humble obeisances 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada 





The decades are flying by in the brahmacari ashram and I have no regrets. Rescuing me from calamity, I’ve become more obliged to you as my eternal teacher, father, friend and well wisher. You have carved a clear path for my life’s ultimate goal and fostered in me all kinds of qualities I never used to value. Trying to be one-pointed in determination and steadfast in Krishna consciousness, I have come to delight hearing the immortal pastimes of the Lord and his devotees as given to us by Srila Prabhupada and his ecstasies. 



Contemplating the Krishna book where Vasudeva willingly gave his children for Kamsa to dispatch. There it is said that for a man of dharma there is nothing considered to be too painful in the discharge of ones duty. Vasudeva was such a man of character that even the evil-minded Kamsa placed faith in his words. Such a man of dharma is so attractive and sets the standard of character in an age of glorified animalism. Alas the age of Kali has abundantly produced the spineless man of whims; a man debased of virtue, honor, integrity, whereby even simple obligations can be too grueling to execute. Prior to our bhakti efforts, many boys were robbed of their spiritual potential; having no idea of duty, sense control, or satisfaction, not even the base qualification of a human being is present. Incongruent to Vedic times, I feel great concern for the men in our age and wonder how society might function whereby the men destroyed – immersed in unspeakable habits. 



Duty bound to serve and seek the truth was natural in days of yore and to uphold dharma was the fabric of society. I feel humbled upon hearing about these men of character, men like Arjuna, Yudhisthira, Parkisit and Sukadeva Goswami. Simultaneously I have hopes that such quality of character is possible by witnessing your divine disposition and by virtue of those who tirelessly pursue to serve Srila Prabhupada’s ideal. Such dedication has awarded even the qualities of the gods unto such great souls. Your qualities reveal your qualification and I have no doubt you’re a certified man of the top-most dharma: unmotivated and uninterrupted devotional service to Krishna. 



The brahmacari ashram is meant to be crucial in establishing proper men in society, and played a fundamental role for both attached and unattached. Difficult as it is, you’ve inspired a brahmacari base in the wild-west to flourish with ambition to see men and leaders for the inevitable future. Due to our present day needs, you’ve also extended your compassion through the contemporary Vedic ashram to bridge our preset-day trauma. 



Constructing the model for a genuine human society is nothing short of a monumental task. In spite of the hardships you remain solidly fixed in your determined effort befitting a man of the top-most character. Srila Prabhupada says “that a saintly person can tolerate all kinds of miserable conditions of life, a learned man can discharge his duties without awaiting favorable circumstances… and a devotee can sacrifice everything to satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead.”



Every year I’m growing to appreciate the benediction you and Srila Prabhupada selflessly bestowed upon me, and by some mercy I was quite overwhelmed with our little gathering in Hamilton for Srila Prabhupada’s 125th Vyasa Puja. We invited three guests in Mantra Lounge, who were all awe-inspired by His Divine Grace as they sat glaring at the Hare Krishna movie Yadubara prabhu had made, after which in satisfaction gorged in a feast of multiple preparations. 



Having these men over was a sweet little offering as I humbled myself thinking of Srila Prabhupada’s sacrifice and your herculean efforts to pursue his vision. Two of the guests are chanting sixteen rounds and Dan from Waikato University is up to twelve rounds, and addicted to prasadam. It’s been almost four years since you’ve requested the Hamilton project to resurface and we’ve seen at least a dozen devotees come from this little place, a few of which are now residing in Wellington for training. 



You said that, “there’s only one thing better than chanting Hare Krishna”, and that’s “teaching others to chant Hare Krishna”. It is my good fortune that I can take advantage of this glorious day and pray to understand the depths of your realization so I may continue to assist you.



Thank you for the chance to reclaim my life; moreover to assist the enslaved men of Kali become ideal in character. It’s not always easy to outreach in this environment, especially in such uncertain times, a budget program and limited manpower. I take these as gem-like opportunities to endeavor for the parampara, and hope to develop at least a fraction of your extraordinary qualities this lifetime. Hence, I’m eternally indebt for the chance to sacrifice everything for you and Srila Prabhupada – I pray to be qualified to do so life after life. 





Determined to be your obedient and selfless son



Hriman Krishna dasa 



            

        
            
                Isvara Candra dasa and Candrika devi dasi

                Hare Krishna, dear Gurudeva. Please accept our humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you.   



Dear Gurudev, we thank you that you have so mercifully appeared in this world so that we and many other souls can be freed from the sufferings of material existence. Through your strong connection with Srila Prabhupada and Krishna, we, although being children of Kali Yuga, have the opportunity to return to our original position as loving servants of the servants of Krishna.



Each of your lectures and instructions gives us strength and confidence that bhakti is the only process that will lead us to complete happiness. You teach us humility and shatter our false conceptions that we can find true happiness in the material world. On the other hand, you show us the happiness that is worth striving for. 



You are a faithful servant of Srila Prabhupada and your preaching inspires us and we in turn try to tell everyone we meet about Krishna. We do not have any good qualities, but thanks to the fact that you graciously accepted to be our spiritual father, we have a chance to end the cycle of birth and death.



In his ever fresh and always inspiring commentaries Srila Prabhupada sometimes gives a slightly different translation to some of the verses of Bhagavad-gita. This perspectives to the verses are giving us deeper meaning to their meaning. One of this verses is sarva-dharman parityaja. In his commentary to Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.12.24 Srila Prabhupada writes: “The last instruction of Lord Śrī Kṛṣṇa in the Bhagavad-gītā is that one should give up everything and should follow in the footsteps of the Lord alone.” The footsteps of the Lord… We were thinking about it and our realization is that these footsteps are the example, instructions and mercy of Krishna’s pure devotees. One cannot be a devotee unless he/she is following the pure devotees. In our wonderful case we cannot be devotees if we don’t follow Srila Prabhupada. And in our particular case we cannot be devotees if we don’t follow you – who is following Srila Prabhupada. 



Our acharyas, Srila Prabhupada, the faithful disciples of Srila Prabhupada and you, Gurudeva are always following Krishna’s footsteps. Therefore you are always under Their shelter, always covered in the dust of Krishna’s lotus feet and always submerged in the aroma of Krishna’s lotus feet. 



In Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.9.5 Lord Brahma prays: “O my Lord, persons who smell the aroma of Your lotus feet, carried by the air of Vedic sound through the holes of the ears, accept Your devotional service. For them You are never separated from the lotus of their hearts.” Lord Brahma mentions the Vedic sound as a carrier of the aroma of Krishna’s lotus feet, and yet the pure devotees are the ones that can give this Vedic sound. You, Guru Maharaj, being a faithful disciple and servant of Srila Prabhupada; being a genuine “Prabhupada man”, are giving us this transcendental aroma of Krishna’s lotus feet, so that one day the lotus in our hearts will become a throne for Krishna. 



Srila Prabhupada opens the commentary to this verse with: “For the pure devotee of the Lord there is nothing beyond the lotus feet of the Lord, and the Lord knows that such devotees do not wish anything more than that.” Guru Maharaj, you are such pure devotee. For you there is nothing more or else than Krishna’s lotus feet and Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet and instructions. Your life is an evidence for that. 



Thank you for giving us the shelter of your lotus feet and, although imperfectly, try to serve you. 



Guru Maharaj, please forgive us that now we are not on the level that you want us to be.



your wannabe servants,

isvara candra dasa and candrika devi dasi



            

        
            
                Isvaresvara Das

                Hare Krsna Guru Maharaja,



Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to you on your auspicious appearance day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



The word “grateful“ in Sanskrit is “krita jna“, which literally means knowing what has been done (by others for us). Lord Sri Krsna as the Supreme Personality of Godhead is also supremely grateful, as we can see for instance from his famous promise in BG 2.40, nehābhikrama-nāśo ‘sti pratyavāyo na vidyate, that whatever we do which pleases Him, however tiny, in any of innumerable lives, remains as an eternal spiritual asset, showing that He always remembers any little devotional service rendered knowingly or even unknowingly by any of His innumerable parts and parcels. Fallen jivas like myself on the other hand are prone to forget how indebted they are to so many others, headed by the spiritual master. Therefore it is a benediction to have the external impetus at this time of the year to contemplate a bit more deeply on our indebtedness to you.  



It is similar as with the whole process of vaidi bhakti, which prescribes the dos and don‘ts for the neophyte devotee, who would otherwise not be spontaneously inspired to take the medicine so necessary for regaining our original consciousness of the Supreme Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. 



Indeed, knowing how desperately we need your continuous enlightenment and nourishment, you have been increasingly showering us with your mercy. Just as Krsna‘s mercy is ever expanding, we can see this in His pure devotees as well. Irrespective of any external circumstances you have been reaching out tirelessly not only to “new souls“, but also pouring out your heart saturated with devotion to devotees all over the world through numerous lectures.



In this way you are showing what it really means when we say that the spiritual master is our spiritual father. In the 4th Canto Prithu Maharaja, upon being urged by the Lord to ask for a benediction, is pleading to Him not to insist because the Lord, as the Supreme Father Himself knows what‘s best for His children, whereas the child could easily get misguided by the Lord‘s illusory potency. 



Similarly, as our loving, caring father you always know perfectly how to administer the medicine for curing our disease of wanting to be imitation enjoyers rather than participating in the unlimited enjoyment of the Supreme Enjoyer, Krsna. I always marvel at how you are able to ever more profoundly explain the futility and dangers of our holding on to this mentality of trying to lord over material nature. For example, I am amazed how you explained the nowadays prevalent notion, which I also used to have, that everyone should find his “own“ apparently unique meaning in life rather than accepting the real meaning and purpose given to us by Krsna. The striking analogy you gave is that of a small child who is being led by the hand by its mother walking on the pathway of the street but then suddenly runs onto a busy intersection with the aim of finding his own meaning.



At the same time you have been showering us abundantly with the nectar of the sweetness of Krsna and His devotional service. Following in the footsteps of our previous acaryas such as Krsna Das Kaviraja Goswami, whose revelation of the ecstasies, inner thoughts and feelings of Sri Caitainya Mahaprabhu and His followers practically knows no boundaries, you also have been sharing very liberally your relishing the pastimes of the Lord and His devotees. Just as it is stated in the beginning of SB that SB became even more sweet having been touched by the lotus lips of Sukadeva Goswami, in the same way your sharing your profound appreciation enables even heavily contaminated beings like myself to taste some of that sweetness despite lack of qualification. 



In the same line, it always rejuvenates me when I remember your last visit here in Sydney. At the end of the evening program you gave at that time, you led one of your famous kirtans which are a definite and obvious prove of the transcendental potency of bhakti and of a pure devotee. How else can it be possible that anyone who gets to participate, no matter how paltry our individual bhakti might be, within minutes gets to experience unprecedented ecstasy. Just as Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, knowing the fallen condition of this age, allows anyone coming to bhakti to immediately taste some of its nectar, pure devotees like yourself carrying forward the inconceivable potency of the parampara, enable us to taste even more of that nectar.



SB famously presents in the 2nd chapter of the 1st canto how simply lending our ears to this transcendental sound vibration is the all-encompassing, all-auspicious panacea for all the fallen souls of this age. Yet, you are not only filling our ears and hearts so expertly with this nectar but also show how much you are personally concerned for each and every devotee.



It is indeed astonishing how it is that such a lowly-minded creature like myself is living directly in the abode of the supremely merciful and beautiful transcendental couple Sri-Sri-Radha-Gopinatha, in the midst of souls fully dedicated to Their service and Srila Prabhupada‘s mission.



Guru Maharaja, I know that I am certainly unworthy to receive your inconceivable mercy, yet having no other shelter I shamelessly dare to beg at your lotus feet to bless me with the necessary strength and intelligence to follow your instructions and thereby become a useful instrument in your divine service to Srila Prabhupada. Praying to Lord  Narasimhadeva to protect your health I hope that you will bless us with many more years of your association.



Your insignificant servant,



Isvaresvara Das

            

        
            
                Isvari Kesavi dasi

                Hare Krishna Guru Maharaj.

Please accept my humble obeisance’s.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja.



The greatness of you is beyond my vocabulary.

I pray for the words to offer you.



Bhagavad Gita As It Is 2.7 states that a bona fide spiritual master is one who can give proper guidance for executing the purpose of life.



You are the one who has taught me and who continues to remind me what the purpose of life is, which is what I had forgotten... and sometimes continue to forget.



Every time I hear you speak you have the ability to diminish my optimism for material life and increase my attraction towards seriously practicing devotional service.



It is so easy to become covered over by the illusory energy and forget what is actually important; being misdirected by my senses, tempted to enjoy a little more.



Thankfully your thundering voice pours down on me, waking me up from spiritual amnesia.



In a memory of 'Following Srila Prabhupada', one devotee recalls how when Prabhupada came to England there was a press conference arranged by Apple. One of the newspaper reporters asked Prabhupada, “What have you come here to teach?” And Prabhupada said, “I’ve come to teach what you have forgotten, that is all.”



You continue to carry on your spiritual master’s mission boldly and with heart. You elevate people with spiritual knowledge, giving them a real education.



In the thirteenth chapter of Bhagavad Gita, verse 8, it says that transcendental life begins when one accepts a bona fide spiritual master.



This leads me to consider what kind of life I was living before coming in contact with you. I shudder when I think back.



The Gita explains that people in general are trapped by ignorance in the material concept of life, perpetually suffering material pains.



That was me. Helpless and entangled but meeting your devotees and meeting you changed everything.



All my good fortune is due to your mercy.

Why do you have mercy on me anyway? I sometimes think to myself.



The answer is because you exude compassion. You actually care about others. Your capacity to love is so great. For this, I am always in awe of you.



Praying to one day become your sincere servant,



Isvari Kesavi devi dasi

            

        
            
                Jack Jacobs

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my respectful obeisances on this auspicious day of your appearance. 



Two years ago, you told me to sort myself out so I could be of better service to Krishna. I thought that this would be an easy instruction to carry out, but as it turns out, the mess I got myself into by participating in kali yuga was enormous. Sometimes I thought that it would be impossible to get myself together. 



But your encouraging words always inspired me to never give up on fighting my conditioning so that one day I could make a powerful contribution to Lord Chaitanya's Sankirtan mission.

When I was in your presence during these times, it was clear that this was the only thing that mattered. But away from your physical presence, my material desires started to emerge again from within my heart, and I once again became confused. 



Recently I had the opportunity to truly take shelter of your instruction to sort myself out when I spent three months in Hastings practising without the physical association of the devotees to try to improve my health. 



During this time, I realised the depth and potency of your instruction. I saw that to truly sort myself out. I needed not only to improve my health but also to revive the relationship with Krishna that I had forgotten. 



Even though I was there practising on my own because I was seriously trying to follow your instruction, I started to see that you were there helping me, answering my prayers and making me more conscious of Krishna. 



Almost every day, I would listen to a class from you, and in every class, I felt that you were present speaking directly to me in order to help me in my current situation. Even though the classes were spoken some years ago to different people, I felt them so relevant to me in my current situation. At this point, I realised the transcendental nature of the words you speak, eternally relevant for all conditioned souls regardless of time and space. 



Hearing your lectures every day and always trying to fulfil your instruction kept me from drowning and being swept away by Maya. 



Your instructions made me go from being selfish and not caring about myself to wanting to become the best I can be in order to help you, bring others out of the darkness of ignorance. 



By Krishnas mercy, I had a glimpse of the hell that you saved me from. That alone makes me eternally indebted to you. What to speak of how indebted I am to you for giving me the most precious jewel in all of existence of which im still trying to understand. 



Still, Maya is so strong that even though I have these experiences, I forget how fortunate I am to chant Hare Krishna and perform devotional service.

You are giving me everything. You are giving me Krishna. But I am so immature that I ask him for the tiddlywinks of the material world.&nbsp; I feel like a spoilt child, Krishna is giving me everything I want, yet I hardly do anything to help you push on Lord Chaitanya's mission. 



But I continue to chant and do what little I can and take shelter of the pastime of Dhruva Maharaja, knowing that one day Krishna will purify me of my material desires. 



I long for the day when I grow up, put my desires aside and engage wholeheartedly in the service of your lotus feet. Assisting you bring people back to godhead. 



I am very grateful that you have created such a wonderful family of devotees that are so compassionate and caring that they are willing to help me be the best I can so I can make some small contribution to Lord Chaitanya's mission. 



Im so thankful that I have the opportunity to be a part of this mission, and I pray that by your mercy, I will be able to find my place in the movement where I will be most effective at assisting you save the conditioned souls. 



I also want to thank you for caring about me. Noone has shown me love like you. I very much appreciate your visiting me in my dreams and showing me that you care about me as a person and are not just helping me because it is your duty. I am grateful to have you as my spiritual father, and I hope that one day I can become a worthy spiritual son and do somthing to please you. 



Your aspiring servant,

Bhakta Jack

            

        
            
                Jahnavi Jivan DD

                nama om vishnu-padaya krishna-preshthaya bhutale 

srimate devamrita-swamin iti namine 

pracare-purva-daksyam-ca bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthathapi-karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah



om ajnana-timirandhasya jnananjana-salakaya

caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah



All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you Guru Maharaj.

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

Dear Gurumaharaj,

On this auspicious day of your Vyasa puja celebrations, I kneel down to offer my heart felt prayers to seek your special blessings. 

This year amidst the uncertain circumstances due to coronavirus, all Melbourne devotees were fortunate to receive the treasure of your causeless mercy by your invaluable association.  Your visit to Melbourne this year was like a memorable festival after a yearlong separation. It was so nice to receive your fatherly affection and love. You have fulfilled our long-standing desire of hosting God family get together with your nectarian memorable lectures, mesmerising kirtans. Also, your dynamic outreach programs, youth retreats and special seminars for the congregational devotees were all like feast for the ears. The flood of series of events and programs are compared to pleasure of someone winning a bumper lucky lottery.

Maharaja, you are the source of inspiration for many fallen conditioned souls by setting an example with your dedication, devotion, sincerity and submissively surrendering to serve Srila Prabhupada mood and mission of spreading Krishna Consciousness. 



As Krishna says in BG 18.66 

sarva-dharman parityajya     mam ekam saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo     moksayisyami ma sucah

You are showing with your personal example how if one simply surrenders unto Krishna will be saved from the clutches of maya and will not unnecessarily wasting of this precious human form of life. In your recent lecture, you have shared a beautiful point that if one mustard seed falls out of a bucket no one notices, similarly if someone alone go to Spiritual  world Lord Krishna will not be happy, so pure devotees are always compassionate for all fallen conditioned souls. You are dedicating your life by sincerely serving Srila Prabhupada in this mood by extending your care and compassion to the spiritually deprived jivas. By your innovative outreach programs, you help them to hold your hand, make them walk  along the way effortlessly and guide them to follow the  path of bhakti yoga.

As Krishna says, anyone who accepted Krishna Conscious movement and if follows the principles then he is surely going to home, back to Godhead. But if you deviate if you become attracted by maya that is useless waste of labour. Krishna is giving this simple process through the chain of disciplic succession and when we take your shelter and guidance and get our recommendation letter to Krishna, our life is successful. You always give instructions on how by studying Srila Prabhupada books and serving and executing practical devotional service will help us to penetrate and deepen our scriptural understanding. You always emphasize that attentive devotional service feeds attentive chanting and vice versa. I am totally entangled in the householder life trying my best to serve my husband and children and keeping Krishna in the centre of life. By constant hearing your lectures always reminds me to balance our material and spiritual life so that one day I feel satisfied and get the taste of serving the servants of the servants of the Lord. 

Bhaktivinoda Thakura has sung the glories of spiritual master who is very dear to Hari Govinda. It is because of the mercy of Sri Krishna Caitanya we can get the mercy of spiritual master who can lead and guide us in correct spiritual path. 





As Bhaktivinoda Thakura written in his song:

jogyata-vicare, kichu nahi pai,   tomara karuna-sara

karuna na hoile, kandiya kandiya    prana na rakhibo ara

If you examine me, you will find no qualities. Your mercy is all that I am made of. If your are not merciful unto me, I can only weep, and I will not be able to maintain my life.

Gurudeva, I am indebted for your kind mercy and tolerance towards me despite of my inability to serve you. My heart always hankers to utilise my time in this life in some way that would please you in trying to become an instrument for spreading Krishna consciousness. I sincerely desire to service you for purification of all anartha’s in my heart. Like the parents who would love to look after the child needs by their unconditional love and affection you are also been very compassionate and concern about our well-being and progress in every walk of our life. Year after year, I express my inability but never I inquire or put any efforts to learn how to serve you. 

On this special day, I bow down at your lotus feet and beg for your special mercy so I train my mind and use my intelligence to perform devotional services without any selfish motives and study Srila Prabhupada books. Just like how a child feel protected in the shelter of parents, I feel protected under your umbrella of love and affection and get strength to cope with the material influences to progress in bhakti path. 

We pray to the Lordships that your eternal shelter continues to allow my family to become instruments in serving Srila Prabhupada preaching mission by serving the servants of the servants of the Lord in a way that please you. 

I pray to the Lordships Sri Sri Radha Vallabha, Gaura Nitai and Jagganatha, Baladeva and Subhra Mayi for your good health and well-being to continue to spread the glories of the Lord and deliver many conditioned souls. 



Desiring to serve you,

Your insignificant servant,

Jahnavi  Jivan dd



            

        
            
                Jaisacinandana Das

                Nama om visnu-padaya Krsna presthaya bhutale

Srimate devamrta swamin iti namine

Pracare purva daksyam ca bhaktacara pravinitah

Paratatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te nama

 

Dear Gurudeva,



I would like to start by expressing my deep gratitude and thank you for your personal association during your stay in Melbourne during 2021. 



This propelled many of us, including myself to soldier on in what is been a very challenging circumstances given Melbourne has witnessed one of the harshest lockdowns in the world for not much gain.



The sufferance witnessed by society in large has been evidence firsthand by all, the destruction of peoples livelihoods, personal relationships and abject disregard to basic human rights by authoritarian government all over the world has caused immense suffering to human kind. 



Your personal association to all of us during this period in person was a highlight for me in 2021. 



Your Servant

Jaisacinandana 



            

        
            
                Janik Kalaydjiev

                Dear Gurudeva,

please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to you on this most auspicious day.



_

Airy and intense. Uncoordinated yet proactive. Applied to my spiritual search, this combination made me run into an open knife. My world became sucked dry and void. Over there, I never learned that it matters to accept authority and guidance.



"I only want to cheat myself. That's what I am dedicated to since I came here. I don't need any advice. I have no vices. I am not frustrated. I am on my path."



You kindly told me that I am a fool:



"Don't you, as we all, accept guidance in your life? Now tell me for real, where is your peace!?" 



I beg to have you as my beacon light. 



_ 



I haven't connected to you. My heart is in the wrong place.



I don't value the opportunity you give me to serve, am unworthy of receiving your guidance. I haven't invested myself in the process.



I would like things to be zero. Soul has to come forth, not intellect burdened with such ideas. 



For your words to carve lines, I beg for genuine feeling, the proper mood of devotion to guru that is so alien to me. 



"How can I glorify you with my words?"



_ 



You have cut to pieces my sky-flower speculation.



"I came here to enjoy, and you have rocked my boat."



Again, I dare to speak: "It's business done. No longer do I think I can generate happiness for myself."



Now I desire to tell you: "Here I am in your service. I am yours." 



The faster I attempt to go, the easier to see through it all.



"How can I serve you?"



_



Pride always lingers, no matter where I stand. Talk is cheap. My words miss you because the attitude is not in line. I have never praised you, but am eager to continue my own child's play. Even this message sounds like it is about myself. I have failed to exchange with you or your disciples in a genuine way. 



Yet, you are so expert. It makes me think. You are always happy - absorbed in Krishna.

Please give me the courage to work on my attitude, to be able to stand before you, to actually relate to you and your disciples.



"How can I make my motives pure?"



_ 



I count as inconsequential the initiation into the true path - bhakti-yoga, the essence of complete surrender to Krishna. 



When I first came to speak to you, I was dreamy and thought of it all as devoid of responsibility. 



By your potent words, you gave me a strong sense of direction. You showed me how to keep the simplicity of the process, to stay on track with what I got - a thirst for spiritual knowledge. 

You gave me Śrīla Prabhupāda's books. You installed in me faith in sadhu-sangha. 



Feeling dependant on the association of devotees - that greatest of gifts you granted me -  I seek to learn from you how to properly relate as a Vaishnava, and not handle that gift carelessly.



_



I can see how you benefit whomever you meet. You benefit all. You make bhakti attractive and attainable. Your activities are magnificent. 



You only know the highest standard of devotion, and I trust that you can uplift me, who is stuck in mundane spheres, far away from even pondering. 



There are layers of unwanted things you are yet to show me - just to gain a footing in bhakti. 



There is not much substance. I haven't started cleaning.

Talk about the heart's weaknesses is great. 

You want me to do the actual work, and it demands soul to take that responsibility.



I pray for the spiritual strength required to take it up, and do so in the right mood. I pray to become steady by constantly remembering your orders.



Please kindly allow me to actually learn what it means to be of service.

Please engage my senses under your expert guidance for purification. Please allow me to serve you. I beg to be granted the holy name of Krishna.



Your service is the only way I can become inclined to the Lord. 



"Have I entered the marketplace? Is this the right place?"



_



There is no happiness in the reflection. It disturbs you to see how stubborn I try. 



I am hankering after the perfection that does not exist. Proudly I deem myself knowledgable, but of what? I don't know who I am.



You can tell how little taste I have got, and how much of a pretense it all is. You are an expert in dealing. Attachments are there to be removed. Please help me to become serious. 



_



I am not humble before you. I see that you are most qualified, yet do not draw closer.



I run after you shouting "Krishna! Krishna!", but am not seeking your shelter. I run only to stumble over the "foolish fears"(1) I want to present you with. I haven't reached you. May your merciful glance be upon this ignorant soul.



Please pick me up. Please give me your mercy and make me your humble servant.



It is very relevant to me right now. You are my measure in faith in guru. I want to be genuine. I want to keep following your path. 



"Where is my heart?"



_ 



Pleasing you is the only way I get an eagerness to hear about Krishna. 



You are fully absorbed in the mood and mission of Śrila Prabhupāda, a follower of the six Gosvamis and Lord Caitanya. 



"What does it matter to me?" 



My mind is so stubborn, the climate is cold and sterile. 



I do not have the least respect for anyone. 



I want to imbibe something, selfishly trying to get the benefit of it all - for myself - but am afraid of not being able to stick it out. I am always fearful. 

I do not experience what lies beyond the body. 



"Where is my Krishna connection?"



_



Then, there is some drive there as well, to "make it happen." 



Seeing my motives, so you let me sit and wait.



I tried my best to stay receptive to your words, all the while. Your classes are always filled with so much sweetness.



I pray to become absorbed and develop a taste for hearing and chanting.



_



Your blessed devotees keep me alive. You are the source of their inspiration. 

Please allow me into the family of your wonderful servants. 

I desire to serve those that have given me entrance into the dhama. I desire to serve you.



Your words are clear and cutting. Once before, I took heed and looked at the books at your plea. My whole being is now burning, as I ready myself.

I am impure, unripe. You give me hope that it is worthwhile to make an effort for that highest goal of love of God.



_



Your instructions have been surfacing, amidst all the noise. All the sincerity that I could muster, I applied. Somehow I have to learn to tolerate. I take shelter at your lotus feet.



Your compassion knows no bounds. Please be merciful to me.



Jaya Gurudeva! All glories to you! All glories to Śrila Prabhupāda!

            

        
            
                Jill/Jayasri Clayton

                Hare Krsna Maharaja,

Please accept my respects.

Have a most blessed birthday.  We are glad you came our way.  You have made the journey much more enjoyable and inspiring. I have a lemon pie for you whenever our paths may cross.  All glories to your service.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Jayasri dasi

New Vrindaban Community

            

        
            
                Jitamitra das

                Hare Krishna Guru Maharaj, please accept my humble obeisances. Аll glories to Srila Prabhupada.



You are the perfect tool in the hands of Srila Prabhupada. You are very much inspiring by your ability to be happy. Your personal example in the sermon is for me a clear example of what to strive for. All I can do is try to live in such a way that you are satisfied with how I spend my life. Please accept my achievements for this year, which by the grace of Krishna I have managed to achieve.



1. Passed exams on the last 6 chapters of the Bhagavad Gita. Thus, I graduated from the Bhakti-shastra course and received a recommendation for the second initiation.

2. At the beginning of the year I moved to live in the temple. The main motive was to stop living at home with my mom. Moving from home has had its effect - both vision and perception have changed.

3. I continue to perform the service of appointing lecturers for the morning lectures on Srimad Bhagavatam. Plus, I do some service in the temple kitchen.

4. I am studying deity worship in the temple. Thanks to my mentor Bali Priya prabhu, I learned how to conduct arati (Tulasi, Srila Prabhupada, Deities), offer bhoga and shodashopachara puja.

5. I also continue to work at Govindas Cafe (2-3 days a week).

6. During this year I have read 2 volumes of the fourth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam and once Bhagavad gita. I visited the All-Russian Sadhu-Sanga festival.

7. I think one of the most important achievements of this year is my awareness of the importance of the ability to dream (lauliam).



Guru Maharaj, I ask for Your blessings to be like you in the strength of your desire to serve Krishna. I also ask for Your blessings for purity and maturity in Krishna consciousness.



Guru Maharaj, I want to wish you the deepest connection with Srila Prabhupada and with Sri Krishna.



Your disciple:     Jitamitra das.



            

        
            
                Jiva Pandita das

                Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to you on your auspicious appearance day



This past year has been a major test for me in my devotional life. It started with a struggle to recuperate from Covid, then progressed with our attempt to push Mantra Lounge forward despite the small size of our team, and finally, due to different factors, Mantra Lounge was forced to stop operating. The year started out very rough, but then it seemed like we were making a comeback, gaining some traction with our preaching. Unfortunately then things came to a gradual halt. I never really considered that one day ML would stop existing, but now we are here and it still feels surreal to me. The ML project saved my life. I was seeking shelter and an opportunity to serve, but I was carrying with me a lot of baggage.  Despite the past I was trying to run away from, ML embraced me with open arms and gave me the opportunity to clean myself up and serve the devotees. ML also introduced me to you, the father I never thought it was possible for me to have.

By your mercy Gurudeva I have come to understand what a real fathers love looks and feels like. It's unlike anything I have experienced before coming to bhakti, but after having tasted it, it's something that I yearn for always. The ML project is extremely dear to you. Despite being a team of only 5 full time devotees, trying to run a preaching center/book distributing ashram in the midst of a pandemic, we tried so hard to keep things going, just to please you. You expressed to us that you were actually shocked that many of us had stuck around despite the conditions the world was currently in, but you also expressed that you were very pleased with our efforts and inspired by them. Hearing this lit a fire in our hearts and drove us to keep pushing forward no matter how difficult things might get. In order to reciprocate with us, you would connect with us over zoom on a monthly basis just to check in and see how things were going.

I am still amazed at how you regularly made time to see us. You are so busy with your preaching and other duties and responsibilities. I remember during one of our darshans, you asked me how things were going. I began relaying to you all of our new plans and schemes for how we planned on expanding our book distribution. You interrupted me and said “I am sure whatever you all are doing down there is glorious, but I want to know how YOU are doing.” I was taken by surprise when you said that to me. It helped me to realize that you are someone who cares about me, regardless of the number of books I do every month or how many new services I take on. The love is genuine and unconditional. It still amazes me how much love, care and affection you are able to give to someone over a Zoom call. Despite how far we may be physically, it felt just like you were in the room with us during those calls.I hope one day by your mercy I can also give that kind of love to others. Thank you so much for being there for us during the past year and a half. If it was not for your constant encouragement, I am not sure if I would have had the determination to continue in my bhakti. 

A couple of months ago, when the ML team was planning our next steps, there was a lot of uncertainty about the future, but one thing I was sure of was that I was going to stick with the ML team. They were the family I always hankered for, and I got a chance to experience that thanks to your mercy Gurdeva. However, one day I was informed by Mangal Arti that it was actually your desire for the ML team to come to GN. When I heard this I was shocked and riddled with anxiety. Me, go to GN? I can't do that! I am a book distributor! Book distribution is so dear to you Gurudeva, how can I distribute books at GN? In anxiety I immediately sent you a very lengthy email explaining all the reasons why I shouldn’t go to GN, as well as a follow up WhatsApp message to let you know that I sent you the email. 

You responded by telling me that you appreciated my enthusiasm for book distribution, but you were suggesting GN as an option because you were thinking about my medium to long term stability, besides just the short term. At that moment I remembered that you can see things 1000 times more clearly than I can. I realized that you would only suggest something to me if you knew it to be in my best interest. The idea of coming to GN became more appealing and the  desire to please you by serving here intensified. I have been here for a few weeks now, and I am still in disbelief at how amazing GN actually is. GN was extremely dear to Srila Prabhupada and I am recently learning how he planned for Gita Nagari to be the epicenter of ISKCONs agricultural movement. I was inspired when I heard that SP said two things three times, “books, books, books” and “farm, farm, farm.” The devotees here have been helping me to realize just how important farm projects like this are, and how Gita Nagari has the potency to push forward a global sustainable agricultural movement. I am feeling very inspired to have the opportunity to help serve you and Srila Prabhupada's vision here Gurudeva.

The devotees here are so kind and loving and the atmosphere is always surcharged with a strong service attitude. The prasadam is nectarean and association with the cows here has been helping me to feel more grounded. When I once asked you why the Srimad Bhagavatam was the topmost scripture, you began explaining to me why it was the cream of the vedic literatures. You asked me if I had ever had fresh cream from a cow. You said once you taste it, then you just understand why it's the best. I think it's kind of funny that now I get to work with fresh cream on a regular basis. I think I understand a bit now as to why the Bhagavatam is compared to the cream. I am also fortunate enough to have the ability to take darshan of the legendary Sri Sri Radha Damodara on a daily basis. I feel so unqualified to be here Gurudeva, but I am only here because you willed it so. Thank you for being so kind to me Gurudeva. I had the opportunity to serve you by working with the ML project, which was a project that was very dear to your heart. Now I have the opportunity to serve at GN, which is also very dear to you. I don't know how I got so lucky, and how I have become so fortunate to receive your mercy in this way, but I hope that I can continue to please you and make you proud of me. Thank you so much for the training you have provided to me over the past few years. You have exemplified to me what it means to be someone's well-wisher. 

titikṣavaḥ kāruṇikāḥ

suhṛdaḥ sarva-dehinām

ajāta-śatravaḥ śāntāḥ

sādhavaḥ sādhu-bhūṣaṇāḥ 



“The symptoms of a sādhu are that he is tolerant, merciful and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime.” (SB 3.25.21) 

	This verse will always have a special place in my heart thanks to you Gurudeva. You named our ashram in Philly the Titiksava Karunika ashram, because you knew that tolerance and mercy were required to persevere in that environment. I consider myself extremely fortunate to have you in my life as an example of how all these qualities can be manifest in someone. An acharya is someone who teaches by his own personal example. Your dedication to Srila Prabhupada and sharing Krishna Consciousness with others inspires me everyday. Your lectures give me courage, clarity and inspiration. They help me to see this material world for what it is, and what I have to look forward to in my bhakti journey. In a lecture recently you explained that we should understand material happiness to be simply a moment of temporary forgetfulness of our overall situation of suffering. Hearing this really struck me. I deeply admire your ability to communicate such complex philosophical subject matter in a way that it easily pierces the heart. 

	Krishna's message and Srila Prabhupada's teachings are too important to let a pandemic lockdown keep you from preaching. Thank you for constantly endeavoring and innovating unique ways to get the transcendental sound to those in need. It's been almost 2 years since we last had your physical association. I am feeling your separation very intensely. But I feel fortunate also to have had the opportunity to practice how to take shelter of your vani, your instructions. Please continue to bless me Gurudeva so that I may continue to make progress in dealing with the anarthas in my heart. Please give me the strength I need to look internally everyday and continue making the changes that are necessary for my growth. You’ve told me in the past that a bhakti yogi has to always be prepared for course correction and redirection. A devotee must be willing to constantly make adjustments in their spiritual life. Please give me the intelligence and guidance necessary to do so. Lastly, I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for pulling me up from the muck of Kali Yuga. You always tell me that I’ve gone from rags to riches. I don't consider myself a rich man, but if I have one treasure, it would be the good fortune of your association and instructions. 

	tasya tvaṁ tamaso ’ndhasya

duṣpārasyādya pāragam

sac-cakṣur janmanām ante

labdhaṁ me tvad-anugrahāt

“Your Lordship is my only means of getting out of this darkest region of ignorance because You are my transcendental eye, which, by Your mercy only, I have attained after many, many births.” (SB 3.25.8).



Your Servant,

Jiva Pandita das







            

        
            
                Jiva-maya devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your lifetime of service to his mission.

Your intelligence and mercy are inconceivable, Gurudeva. How you pair the highest standards of honest Krishna Consciousness with making it so accessible and attractive to such wide audiences.

To so many of us who were "high-hanging fruit", unripe and unready, bitter and broken... the highest hanging, lowest lusting. You come down to meet us there and extend so many hands, yet never compromising yourself or Truth. A true example and unflinching pioneer.

Never predictable, always loving, innovative and pragmatic... qualities that echo what we hear of Srila Prabhupada.

I recently heard from Navina Nirada prabhu an anecdote: a young female disciple of Srila Prabhupada, struggling for focus and recognition in bhakti, began to get distracted by make up and hairstyles, and otherwise indicated she was about to leave the temple. Srila Prabhhpada complimented her, "you have very nice hair", and as the story went, she stayed. A simple blessing of attention, seemingly superficial yet serendipitiously timed and indicative of a deep ocean of mercy and spiritual concern. How many of these similar moments you have gifted me with, showing concern for my campervan, my family and more of my boring nonsense.

Thank you for spoon feeding me and so many others who would probably have never come to salvation through anyone else. The deepest depths of care, the biggest breadth of answers and inequivocable Krishna. A flood of light so bright sometimes it is blinding, especially for those of us still gazing down at the various browns of muck in the pig pen.

Praying on this auspicious day for your longevity and expansion. 

Praying to continue to aspire for the highest ambition of completing a successful life in service.

Your wobbly and winding servant,

Jiva-maya dd

            

        
            
                Joel

                Dear Devamrita Swami



Please accept my humble obeisances



All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you and this auspicious day of your appearance on this planet! All glories to your purity and influence!



Two years ago, wandering around aimlessly. I was stopped by an extension&nbsp;of your mercy who showed me your 'Hiding in Unnatural Happiness' book. Seeing you on the back cover, I thought "that guy looks verry happy". I meet another one of your disciples who showed me some of Prabhupada's books and invited me to hear you speak about the yoga texts at the mantra lounge. You're mercy has helped lots of people come closer to Krsna. Thank you for sharing Krsna. You've inspired a change in my ways and desires. This is only possible because of your divine compassion and mercy. You stopped me from doing so many awful things and getting so much bad karma. It's very difficult for me to conceive&nbsp;how indebted I am to you for blessing me with all your mercy. Please continue to bless me with your divine compassion and mercy in whatever way you like.



Trying to serve your servants



Joel





            

        
            
                Jules Belbachir

                I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, O spiritual guide.



My eternal gratitude and admiration are not enough to thank you for your restless service. So many souls have taken shelter of your warm and welcoming association. 

How fortunate are we, to hear the nectarean words emanating from your lotus mouth. Each class you give is an invitation for us to revive our love for Krishna. With your delicate look, gentle smile and laughing mood, you help us rise above the modes and open our heart again to the supreme absolute truth.

I thank you a thousand times and pray that you might be pleased with my insignificant service.

All glories unto you! O delighter of the submissive disciples.



Belbachir Jules. 

            

        
            
                Kaama Sarovara Devi Dasi

                Nama om Vishnu padaya

Krishna presthaia bhutale

Srimate Devamrita

Swami iti namine



Dearest Guru-Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Words cannot express the deepest gratitude I feel for being a recipient of your causeless mercy. This year I have been blessed by our initiation ceremony hence giving us the opportunity to serve you, Through your causeless mercy, your deepest compassion for the fallen souls of Kali-Yuga, you lifted that dark veil and revealed the light of transcendental knowledge.



Your lectures have always been a treasured source of shelter, challenging my materialistic conceptions and inspiring me. While preaching, you shine with purity, enthusiasm and the deepest devotion. Your ecstatic kirtans are also very inspiring with bliss of devotional service and show us how to give everything for Krsna's pleasure.



Gurudeva, you are expert at Vaisnava dealings, knowing exactly what to say to soften the hearts of your disciples and inspiring them to give more in their service. You are showing me the power of the Holy Name to purify both the mind and body from all material contamination. For this I am eternally grateful. I pray that the instructions you have so kindly given me become one with my heart, so I can serve you selflessly with sincerity and devotion, assisting you in your service to Srila Prabhupada.



Thank you for giving me the association of devotees and the opportunity to engage in devotional service. Please allow me to always take shelter of your lotus feet.

Gurudeva, you set the example of devotion to Sri Guru and Gauranga and we wish only to humbly try to follow this example. We pray only to serve at your lotus feet birth after birth.Please grant us the benediction that this may be so.



your lowly servant,

Kaama Sarovara Devi Dasi



            

        
            
                Kala-Svarupa Das

                Guru Maharaja, 

please accept my humble obesciences, 

all glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.  





Reflecting back on this past year, it seems to be one of change and upheaval.  Almost everything about how I was living my life has changed.  But your guidance and wisdom remained constant throughout all of it.  It is easy for conditioned souls such as myself to become bewildered about the state of the world, thinking that some action must be taken on the material platform to restore the state of what was before.  However transcendental persons such as yourself have a larger vision, and a method that you have told me time and time again in different ways, even if I am too dull to understand it: the material world is always changing, but by taking shelter of the bhakti process one can overcome all the miseries here.  



In the western worldview, we are presented that freedom is a license for licentiousness; that to be free means to become the most degraded and be able to do whatever the mind and senses dictate without bounds.  However true freedom is presented in the bhakti-sastra: freedom from the quadruple miseries of birth, death, disease and old age.  All of my life I have searched after freedom, however I have only come to find it by following your instructions and giving up my foolish attempts at happiness in the material world. 



Your Aspiring Servant, 

Kala-Svarupa Das  



            

        
            
                Kalyani Radha Devi Dasi

                Hare Krishna Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



Down and around the tree of life we strayed

Layers of darkness now stripping away 

Glories of the eternal, the beautiful, the true

Handled, gifted with care, Gurudeva from you.



Your eternal mercy towards all our blunders

With love you guide and show us the wonders

Of Bhakti, with which existence has meaning

A swift pull off the path we were careening



Closer we would pull to the edge of cliff 

Dancing in darkness, never considering what if

Ears blocked, eyes clamped tight

A reality out, beyond earthly sight





“oṁ ajñāna-timirāndhasya

jñānāñjana-śalākayā

cakṣur unmīlitaṁ yena

tasmai śrī-gurave namaḥ”





The spiritual master shares the mercy of the Lord

Spreading the nectar word by word

Sharing the mission of the parampara

The mission of Srila Prabhupada deep in your heart"



A life’s dedication to the ultimate goal 

Reaching out selflessly to reunite the souls

With devotional service, and absolute love

Giving your time, that we are unworthy of



"saṁsāra-dāvānala-līḍha-loka-

trāṇāya kāruṇya-ghanāghanatvam

prāptasya kalyāṇa-guṇārṇavasya

vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam



The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. Just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities”.



Your classes and kirtans provide inspiration 

For a life lived with purpose, sharing Krishna with the nation

Every year I pray that this will be the one

To ignore the mind, serve you, and get the my work done



To fulfil your instructions, so mercifully bestowed

Use them as the catalyst for life’s next episode

Your words reach out when you are afar 

I wish to keep these dear and close to my heart



“nṛ-deham ādyaṁ su-labhaṁ su-durlabhaṁ

plavaṁ su-kalpaṁ guru-karṇadhāram

mayānukūlena nabhasvateritaṁ

pumān bhavābdhiṁ na taret sa ātma-hā



The human body, which can award all benefit in life, is automatically obtained by the laws of nature, although it is a very rare achievement. This human body can be compared to a perfectly constructed boat having the spiritual master as the captain and the instructions of the Personality of Godhead as favorable winds impelling it on its course. Considering all these advantages, a human being who does not utilize his human life to cross the ocean of material existence must be considered the killer of his own soul”.

Srimad Bhagavatam 11.20.17



During turbulent times you keep us buoyant

Pulling us up, pushing away the despondence

Bhakti Lounge and the devotees

A refreshing oasis in the city



A loving community, with open arms and hearts

Puts the weary together, fixes broken parts

Nothing can compare in the kali yuga space

Out there a wilderness of impersonalism, impossible rat race



Thank you Gurudeva, I hope one day to show.

Appreciation in actions. Have a full life in Krishna’s service

And live to carry out your mission.



Endeavouring and aspiring to be your servant,

Kalyani Radha devi dasi

            

        
            
                Kamsari Sena dasa

                Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to you on your most glorious Vyasa Puja day. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!!



“My lord, devotees like your good self are verily holy places personified. Because you carry the Personality of Godhead within your heart, you turn all places into places of pilgrimage.” (Bhag. 1.13.10)



Holy places are meant for purifying the polluted consciousness of the conditioned soul. Yet even holy places are purified by the presence of a pure unalloyed devotee such as yourself, who carry the Lord within your heart. 

In the purport to this verse Srila Prabhupada writes “They are in the actual service of the Lord, specifically by the process of hearing and chanting. The pure devotees hear from the authorities and chant, sing and write of the glories of the Lord.” (purport, Bhag. 1.13.10)



I relish hearing from you all the time. Every sentence you speak is so carefully constructed all interweaved together to awaken one’s devotion for Krishna, all the while emphasising the core practice of hearing and chanting about Krishna – the actual service of the Lord. You are a sūri, a connoisseur of spiritual truth, who honours the nectarean ocean of the Supreme Lord’s glories by immersing yourself fully within it. You taste it and you teach others how to do so as well. By your fidelity to the Guru Parampara you are able to give Krishna consciousness to others in such a simple yet bonafide way by your chanting, singing and writings. So many souls find it easy to practice Krishna Consciousness by your mercy.



śrī-guru karuṇā-sindhu, adhama janāra bandhu



The spiritual master is the ocean of mercy and friend of the poor.  When I think of you Guru Maharaja I remember this one line alot. Gratitude swells in my heart and tears come to the eyes. With no aim in life I was still arrogantly seeing myself as a connoisseur of enjoyment. However, I was just following the footsteps of many other soul killers on the path of repeated birth and death. But you saved me even though I so proud of being part of a lost cause.



brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva / guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja (CC Madhya 19.151)



Yet despite suffering in such a degraded fallen state I now find myself in such a fortunate position, being able to perform devotional service under your love, care and guidance. I always remember your instruction after I received the Gayatri mantra.  As I left your room you told me “When you serve Sri Sri Radha Gopinath always remember that you are simply assisting the Guru Parampara.” I remember it and always feel grateful that you have saved me from committing offenses so many times by reminding me to remain servant of the servant.



cakṣu-dān dilo jei, janme janme prabhu sei



Thank you for everything you have given me to cross over this ocean of material misery. I beg your mercy so that I may be able to reciprocate by investing my whole existence in assisting you in Srila Prabhupada’s mission birth after birth.



Your spiritual son,

Kamsari Sena dasa



            

        
            
                Kardami Kapila das

                Hare Krishna!



Please Guru Maharaj accept my humble obeisancess!



All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all the devotees of the Supreme Lord Sri Krishna!



I offer my humble respects to you, who are so merciful and patient.  By your mercy, as the scriptures say, even a fool can speak like an erudite scholar and lame man will walk.



Your instructions are so important and life-saving.  It is true that I personally am still afraid of full surrender and even of accepting more instructions at the moment. Even the few personal instructions you gave me hold me tight, and they have always taken me out of the worst failures and moments in my life. One of this personal instructions that I keep close to my heart is to stay closer to the serious devotees, who dedicate their life to Srila Prabhupada.



The closer a person stands to the fire, the more likely it is to catch fire. The more lectures a devotee listens to and reads, the more his spiritual life is strengthened. You keep giving lectures and seminars, traveling the world and giving people the perfect example. You have dedicated your life to spreading the mission of Lord Caitanya and Srila Prabhupada. Who else can be a greater benefactor at all.  Our parents try to be, but because of their personal ignorance of their spiritual nature, there is nothing they can do. You are our father, who sometimes has to be strict with his children, just to learn their lesson and everything is for their good.



If you had not risked your life and come to sow the seed of Krishna consciousness in Bulgaria, when would we have heard of bhakti yoga and Srila Prabhupada?!



Thank you Guru Maharaj for absolutely everything you do to help the poor souls come to their eternal position as Krishna’s servants. I really don’t have words to describe how grateful I am to your representatives in Bulgaria, your so merciful disciples, who really care about those down the chain. Thanks to them, the unfortunate like me have a chance, because they, like you, never give up doing everything needed for the spiritual good of others.



Thank you Guru Maharaj, thank you and I hope one to win your mercy and give myself completely to your instructions.

 

Your humble servant,

 Kardami Kapila das

            

        
            
                Karthik Puvvula

                Hare Krishna Devamrta Swami guru Maharaj. I personally met you after the bhakta bhavan retreat in 2018. I used to be a porn addict, you advice me to put child lock and browser lockers to control my usage. By your deepest mercy I was able to give up my lusty desires to a great extent. Your preaching is in such a large scale which are changing millions of lives everyday to krsna consciousness. Thank you maharaj 

            

        
            
                Karuna-purna dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Here autumn leaves are falling

The effects of time are calling

A pandemic is raging strong

“Normality” long gone



But I have a shelter safe and bright 

That dissipates the darkness with its light

Scriptures, devotees and the divine Holy Name

All worthwhile as life’s ultimate aim



I thank you for this treasure

My gratitude goes beyond measure

You sacrificed your life for others

To create a family of god-brothers 



Although my location is now far apart

I always keep you in my heart

I pray for protection from illusion

Let service always be my conclusion



With love and gratitude,

Your Servant Karuna-purna dasi

            

        
            
                Kārunyāmṛta Dāsa

                nama om vishnu padaya krishna presthaya bhutale

srimate devamrita swamin iti namine

 

pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah

 

Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept our humble obeisance. 

All Glories to Guru and Gauranga. 



Very happy krishna conscious appearance day to you. May Radhavallabha shower their blessings upon you all the time so you can deliver many more souls like us.



First of all thank you very much that this year you stayed in Melbourne for a long period, but we felt like it was finished before we could know. We feel blessed as we got an opportunity to serve you.



By your mercy we got our daughter Agrani Gaura which could not have happened with just the natural process but needed you blessing and mercy. When you are here why we should fear, you have fixed all the problems and made things go very smoothly for us. As a result we got our very own Guara and Nitai (our daughter and son) to serve. We are rendering our parental service. 



Thank you very much Gurudev for being our Spiritual Master. I did not feel much affection towards you in the beginning of my spiritual journey but now things are becoming clearer. You are so kind and merciful and that special captivating smile of yours makes anybody who get in touch with you, to keep looking at you all the times and listening to the wonderful messages that you deliver every minute. 



Thank you very much for keeping our consciousness still good so we can serve Gaura Nitai and dear exalted Vaishnavs in better way. 

Thank you for everything. Miss you.



Please visit Melbourne, whenever you can and engage us in your personal service.



Once again very very happy krishna conscious birthday to you. Stay healthy. May Krishna give you long and healthy life Hare Krishna.



Your aspiring to be humble servants,

Kārunyāmṛta Dāsa

Lāvaṇyāmṛta Devi Dāsi

Achintya Nitai

Agrani Gaura



            

        
            
                Kasi Priya das

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva



Please accept my humble obeisances. 



All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



All glories unto you at this auspicious day of your appearance in this material world with the purpose to teach us fallen souls to make the right choices in this rare opportunity we received in this human form of life!



This material world is simply a breeding ground for endless sorrows and anxieties. We may get stuck in a swamp or in quick sand and get absorbed more and more the more we’re fighting and battling it but as soon as we’re disengaging from the quick sand, let go, relax and stop battling it very easily let’s us go and we’re released from the danger.

Similarly we can absorb ourselves in the material swamp of endless turmoil, sorrows and anxieties but the result will be that we will only sink deeper and deeper until the material energy completely gobbles us up and we’re pitifully drown in anxiety, fear and distress. But as soon as we disengage with the material energy and absorb ourselves in the pure topics of the transcendental world, immediately all our distress is gone.



The Pracetas pray to the Supreme Personality of Godhead as follows:



“Whenever pure topics of the transcendental world are discussed, the members of the audience forget all kinds of material hankerings, at least for the time being. Not only that, but they are no longer envious of one another, nor do they suffer from anxiety or fear.”(SB 4.30.35)



Srila Prabhupada explains in the purport how in this way we are creating Vaikuntha, “without anxiety” while in the material atmosphere which is full of anxiety.



By your example you are teaching us how to leave the quick sand of that anxiety filled material atmosphere. You chose to not get absorbed in the endlessly changing waves of material pleasures and pains but instead relish the atmosphere free from anxiety by absorbing yourself in the sweetness of the topics of the Supreme Personality of Godhead Sri Krishna. In this way you are constantly directly associating with the Supreme Lord and never touched by His inferior nature.



You teach us that this is a choice we all have to make, every day of our life. In this way, all our material hankerings, envy and anxieties stop – like Srila Prabhupada says – ‘at least for the time being’. While we’re practising sadhana bhakti we have to constantly make the choice of where we want to be absorbed in and you are kindly helping us making the right choices.



You reach out to us suffering souls, inspire us, speaking about transcendental topics that – for the time being – we experience a higher taste, engage us chanting the Holy Name of the Lord and reaching out to others just so we learn to one day make the right decision ourselves and simply stay absorbed in the anxiety free atmosphere of devotional service.



You always perfectly follow Srila Prabhupada’s simple instruction of always thinking of Krishna and never forgetting Him. In this way you are not only ‘for the time being’ free from material influence but you are eternally existing in the Vaikuntha atmosphere while externally being present in this anxiety filled world just to pull us out of this material swamp and bring us back home, back to Godhead.



Thank you for your glorious example and please forgive me for being a slow learner. With your blessing I may one day be able to also make a right decision once in a while.



Your aspiring servant

Kasi Priya das



            

        
            
                Kasinatha Das

                Hare Krishna Gurudev .Please accept my humble obeisance  all glories to Srila Prabhupada .🙏🏼



Nama Om Vishnu-padaya Krishna preshthaya bhu-tale srimati Devamrita svamin 

Iti namine.

🙏🏼





Hare Krishna Gurudeva ,The whole

World is burning in the fires of racial ,gender vaccine ,politics .The flames ferociously fanned by the demoniac ,materialist ,mentalities of left the wing feminists media agenda .The western world dominated  by internet culture ,voidism,impersonalism,nihilism,those addicted to the fashionable new pop ideal ologies demand “diversity and inclusivity “But as soon as one mentions anything close to theism ,it is immediately rejected minimised marginalised .The diversity and inclusivity  is allowed for all bogus temporary false identity’s ,but as soon as one wants to extoll  the glories of ones real identity ,as a soul servant of Krishna ,then the inclusivity and diversity suddenly narrows into disapproval rejection .



I therefore offer full obeisancies ,to Srila Prabhupada Iskcon and to yourself Gurudeva for keeping the transcendental message of Krishna consciousness alive and well in such a horrible age as the one we are in now. The foolish atheist pop

Culture adherents on one side and the impersonalist religionists on the other ,surely the world has never been in so much ignorance ?



.Once again  I offer full obeisancies to you for 

The strength of your preaching ,your joy and intelligence in delivering ,Prabhupadas message and the bright light 💡 of Krishna consciousness in such dark times .🙏🏼



Your wretched servant .



Kasinatha Das .



            

        
            
                Kasturika Devi Dasi

                Dearest Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances... 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.... 

All glories to you... 



Happy appearance day Gurudeva..

The entire bhakti tradition is endowed with quality of mercy. And it's displayed in teachings and actions of a spiritual master. Srila Prabhupada writes in SB 3.32.42 that a spiritual masters trains the disciples so that in future only Supreme Personality of Godhead will be dear most goal of a disciple. Repeatedly you remind us what is the goal of life and what should be our only priority.

Even the top most elevated devotees, Gopis also glorify devotees and their merciful nature... 

Sb 10.31.9

tava kathāmṛtaṁ tapta-jīvanaṁ

kavibhir īḍitaṁ kalmaṣāpaham

śravaṇa-maṅgalaṁ śrīmad ātataṁ

bhuvi gṛṇanti ye bhūri-dā janāḥ



The nectar of Your words and the descriptions of Your activities are the life and soul of those suffering in this material world. These narrations, transmitted by learned sages, eradicate one’s sinful reactions and bestow good fortune upon whoever hears them. These narrations are broadcast all over the world and are filled with spiritual power. Certainly those who spread the message of Godhead are most munificent.



We live in an ignorance bubble, thinking that we are safe and happy and satisfied with our status quo although material existence is  always fluctuating, and fostering soul killing civilisation. How can we have real mercy ?...In one of lectures, you mentioned the real solace of the soul is found only in shelter of Sri Caitanya mahaprabhu and his bonafide representatives... And again saumya mayi dd repeated same lines for short inspirations for book marathon Dec 2020, I started to mediate on these lines, I have seen how books were going... 

This year my brother got married and in his wedding I met one of my uncle who wanted have some discussion with me about Bg. I invited him to my house and he initially started off telling me how successful he was in his life, about his social achievements, medals he received, countries he visited, different cuisines he tasted and went on how his kids and grand children were all materially successful. And suddenly he became silent for few moments and started to ask me about spiritual life. I was trilled to see such change of moods and his sincerity to seek for real shelter. 

We relate  happiness to our material achievements and we call them as success. But Gurudeva if wouldn't have stressed on what is real happiness again and again , I wouldn't have recognised what my uncle was going through. Thank you Gurudeva for making me think what is real happiness and what I  should strive for, where should my energy  be invested?

Realisation and application of this principle is  far away due to my complacency. Then you may ask what hope do u have kasturika?? Hope is your mercy again... 



How is that?? You engineer our life style with bhakti technology and draws our attention to those areas which are often overseen. In the year ending retreat, you focussed upon working on our habits. Initially I thought I have only good habits... Ohoho that's not the case when I started to put down everything on the paper and realise how many areas I need to work on... As you mentioned, about common mistake...I thought I can fix everything in a week's time but it didn't work out that way. So far many times I tried but failed but working on strengthening my spiritual habits. I see how uncontrolled  my mind is.



Another aspect of your mercy in my life... You mentioned in an email as well in a zoom class, kasturika is trapped in vrindavan. Was I trapped without your mercy Gurudeva?? Not only just trapping me but you see that I am engaged in service here. During covid lockdowns and restrictions, Mother Daivi sakti decided to have book tables and keep shops closed. We had 7 months of continuous marathon, setting up tables, morning and evening, changing locations, adjusting according different weathers, book distribution was pushed through. We sold more books than usual over book tables. I started to appreciate Mother Daivi sakti and her team, for showing me what it takes to push book distribution  and how this is an act of compassion, for all times. At times I witnessed when I was at book tables, Mother Daivi Sakti used to sit at shop and price tag all the books, I was mesmerized and touched by her dedication to Srila Prabhupada's book distribution and pushing it for last 40+ plus years. This is one of beautiful gifts of my life, although I am most unworthy still I have shelter and service under her and it's only your pure mercy. 

Thank you Gurudeva for helping me, sheltering me and protecting me in spite of all my shortcomings. One day i was thinking I don't get to associate with Gurudeva, as much as other disciples, and next day you gave a class on HH Bhakti Caru swami  and , you mentioned spiritual master is spiritual, he is not a physical master. I was stuck with awe upon hearing this statement. I am so dumb that I don't know how to take advantage of both vapuh and vani association of yours, please bless me that I can have intelligence to appreciate and connect more deeply in vapuh and vani, whenever whereever it is possible. 



Aspiring to be servant of your servants, 

Kasturika Devi Dasi. 









            

        
            
                Khadiravan devi dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaja,

please accept my humble obeisances,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

All glories to your divine, selfless service!



I appreciate your ability as a leader to exemplify and teach focus on the essentials - hearing and chanting about Krishna, and selfless service to Krishna. Your example is so powerful that meditating on it gives me impetus to try to push forward and out of my Kiwi-conditioned slumber.



I appreciate you run a tight/tidy ship, don’t like chaos, nothing lackadaisical, leaving Srila Prabhupada’s mission batted to the side. Unnecessary distractions are identified and put in their place. Hindrances to fulfilling the desires of the previous acaryas are removed. You establish for us all, whoever willing, an operating mode, an atmosphere to exist in, born of the spiritual intelligence and focus of the parampara, in which we can live peacefully even while surrounded by the ocean of anxiety that is the material world. As a responsible leader you set the tone, aligned with the desires of our Founder-acharya Srila Prabhupada.



I appreciate that you steady the ship when needed, in whatever way you see suitable, always hearing, chanting and service, the essence, the fundamentals. Like regular classes while we are in various stages of lockdown in Australasia. 



Yes, hearing, chanting and service, life can be so simple in this ocean of complexities if we are able to catch hold of your message and apply it. 



How fortunate am I to have received this training in a simple, sublime life from you and your servants. I can’t thank you enough. I am dense, slow and stubborn to learn but I desire to someday sacrifice everything I have in your service. I am so attached to my so-called "freedom", and afraid to selflessly give everything to Krishna for fear I can't handle it. In other words I am too selfish.



Thank you for giving us your association so much with online hearing and chanting about Krishna through these pandemic times. Thank you for impressing upon us this greatest healing cure:



“If anyone, willingly or unwillingly, hears kṛṣṇa-kathā, his bhava-roga, the disease of birth and death, will certainly stop. Therefore kṛṣṇa-kathā is called bhavauṣadha, the remedy to stop the repetition of birth and death.” Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.1.4 purport.



This really is our shelter from the storms that are always raging in the material world. The spiritual platform is real, hearing and chanting about Krishna in your person bhagavata association takes us there. Maya is also real, and without hearing, chanting and service engagement, reaching for spiritual absorption, we can be there also in a flash. 



Hearing and chanting about Krishna via Srila Prabhupada’s priceless books gives our life meaning, context, purpose, impetus to serve and sacrifice, heart satisfaction, intelligence to discriminate, spiritual knowledge to share, impetus to share with and help others, and an overall atmosphere of auspiciousness and happiness in Krishna consciousness. Life without sufficient hearing and chanting is full of anxiety, confusion, aimlessness, dissatisfaction, emptiness. We can choose which of these two atmospheres we want to live in, thanks to your unfailing coaching. I beg for the strength to take real, rather than minimal, shelter of hearing, chanting and selfless service.



I haven’t mentioned that on top of, or in support of these fundamentals, so that these fundamentals can go on, you are working hard to try and establish the beginning of a real human civilisation by cultivating authentic and enduring brahmacari and grhastha ashramas. All glories to you! Your glorious sacrifice extends above and beyond whatever tiny fractions I have written here. 



Aspiring to be a sacrificial servant, (please I beg for the strength to take up that position),

Khadiravan devi dasi

            

        
            
                Khela Tirtha Das

                Dear Guru Maharaja 

Please accept my most humble obeisances 

in the glittering dust of your lotus feet

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance 



With these unprecedented times present in our sphere 

of sensory experience,division of unity plagues the collective 

seekers of truth who beg to embrace an honest world view 

over the falsity of a new world order.

Who have a common spiritual goal ,conscious of purity ,rather than a hedonistic ,

power hungry deathwish ,riddled with destructive habits.

Who intelligently forge paths navigating the treacherous roads of materialistic conformity.

Who thoughtfully provoke environmental activism rather than an insatiable ebb of environmental neglect

Who make conscious  decisions to effect change rather than being effected by changes they didn’t consciously decide upon.

 

The unfortunate truths that divide humanity 

Division of truth

of collective thought

of race

of colour

Division of human kind



Natural Dualities abound in creations construct

Absolute unity in diversity 

Understood in its entirety in spiritual emancipation 

The almighty empowers one’s vision 



Self effulgent spiritual teachers ,agents of the Absolute ,allow laymen to ride upon the tracks of unity and diversity in symbiotic form

A balance that broadens the ineffectual mundanity of black and white ,fight or flight,pain and pleasure.



Such teachers open the eyes of the spiritually blind ,manifesting in the lives of those seekers and effect the most significant change 

A change that can’t be ignored 

Forgotten

Replaced 

Neglected 

Abused

Misused



Gurudev,you allow your students to tread the path of immaculate balance in a world where major changes are taking place.

Your instructions and personal care deeply change the heart as the booms and busts of material existence provide a mundane backdrop 

That change of heart places the conciousness on the fine line of spiritual balance



You ,Gurudev,allow this fallen soul to tread  with upmost care and attention 

To the most elegant ,master of spiritual poise

this insignificant soul salutes you on this most auspicious day





Your tightrope walking servant

Khela Tirtha dasa 

            

        
            
                Kirtiman Krishna dasa

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine

pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥ



Dear Gurudev



I offer my humble obeisances to you on the auspicious occasion of your appearance. I lack the qualification or expertise to glorify you appropriately, but I proceed with the realisation that to have such an opportunity is in itself, very rare and glorious.



SB3.25.21 explains the symptoms of a sādhu:



<i>titikṣavaḥ kāruṇikāḥ suhṛdaḥ sarva-dehinām

ajāta-śatravaḥ śāntāḥ sādhavaḥ sādhu-bhūṣaṇāḥ,</i>



In the purport to this verse, Srila Prabhupada writes, “These are the preachings of a sādhu. He is not satisfied with his own liberation. He always thinks about others. He is the most compassionate personality towards all the fallen souls.” Your life exemplifies all the qualities of a sādhu – being unlimitedly tolerant of our shortcomings; showering your mercy and compassion without which we would have no hope or shelter. An age at which everyone is well settled into a retired life, you continue to travel and reach out to devotees around the world to encourage them for their efforts, recharge their enthusiasm, guide them clear of any potential dangers, thus ensuring that we continue to make progress in our spiritual journey.



Year after year I continue to be amazed at the expertise with which you present the teachings of the scriptures in a very articulate and scientific manner, perfectly pitched at the level that suits the needs of the audience. The guests could be overseas students or professionals, top tier university students, scientists, bankers, or a cross section of the western populace of Melbourne; the topics could be so vastly different; yet you find examples and insights that each group can relate to.  You strategically expose the fallacy of their materialistic pursuits, nudge them out of their comfort zones and guide them to take their first step towards Krishna.



Over the years, I’ve realised that I don’t have any special abilities or skills, but by the mercy of devotees I’ve been fortunate to be a part of services and offer my bits and pieces, more for my own purification than anything else. Earlier this year, while you were in Melbourne, I had the good fortune to prepare breakfast and you kindly tolerated despite various shortcomings. On occasions when I’ve had the opportunity to serve you prasadam, you would always ask who the cook was and let them know your appreciation for their service. One night after a few devotees had come to you for darshan, you enquired about one of the devotees and suggested doing whatever possible to help him out. All your interactions with devotees are so personal and these instances were further validation of how you care for every one of us.



On this most auspicious day of your Vyasapuja, I beg at your lotus feet to remain engaged as an instrument in your service and have the spiritual strength to be sincere in following your instructions all through my life.



Your insignificant servants



Kirtiman Krishna dasa, Priyamvada Madhavi Devi dasi &amp; Priti

            

        
            
                Krishna Murari dd

                Dear Guru Maharaja, 



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to your lotus feet.



On this auspicious occasion of your appearance day, I’d like to just say thank you for being part of my life and my family’s. Thank you for your guidance and support through personal instructions and through your classes. I don’t know where I’d be without you. 



Your servant,



Krishna Murari dd

            

        
            
                Krishna-mayi dd

                Dearest Gurudeva, Hare Krishna!

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



Today is the most auspicious day of your appearance on this earth planet! For me, it is a great opportunity to pause and reflect on your divine qualities and the importance of your presence in my life.



I have realized in my life’s pursuits both material and spiritual that having a guide, teacher, coach or mentor is of the most crucial importance to succeed. It is a non-negotiable and non-replaceable component of any genuine progress.



I have also realized that finding such a guide who is qualified by his dedication, knowledge, wisdom, experiences, and practice is extremely rare. It is extremely rare on the material platform, what to speak on the spiritual level. A spiritual journey can be windy, filled with intricacies, challenges, tests. It can be confusing, even overwhelming at times. There is no question of being successful on that path or even making substantial progress without the guidance of a bone fide representative of God, a spiritual master, Guru who can lead us to our final destination.



As I meditate on your saintly personality today and your unique qualities, my heart fills with gratitude. I am blessed by your guidance!



Your good qualities are endless. You are an intimate servitor of Lord Sri Krishna and Srila Prabhupada. You naturally exhibit the qualities They have.



One of the most prominent attributes of your admirable character is compassion and its manifestation in your ever-fresh enthusiasm to preach Krishna’s message. I am always in so much admiration to hear your presentation of the Bhakti message to both devotees and the general audiences.  



Your kindness manifests by you always speaking in such a manner to inspire and uplift others. Choosing your words with much deliberation and consideration you expertly craft your message to the audience in front of you for a heart-opening experience.



You are always very respectful and loving towards devotees, mitigating conflicts, putting down the fires, inspiring us to see beyond material designation, differences. Inserting your sweet humor, when needed, to make hard subject matters more digestible, sweeter. Always reminding us to lead with a higher vision, not to be distracted by temporary material ever-changing circumstances, to not lose track of our real target: Krishna consciousness.



You are always appreciative of others and thankful for anyone who contributes to spreading Lord Caitanya’s mission. Although you are the world’s powerful leader, you remain in a humble mood of a servant.



And foremost, your unflinching dedication to satisfying the lotus heart of your beloved Guru, Srila Prabhupada is impeccable. You voluntarily accept inconveniences and challenging services, whatever it takes to please Srila Prabhupada. Devotion and love like that are unheard of in the material world.



Thank you very much for showing us the standard of loving exchanges to aspire for!



Today is a day when you are kindly distributing your mercy and blessings in abundance. Please allow me to be a fertile recipient of your grace so that it manifests in my thoughts and actions. Please give me the strength to prioritize my day and obligations to the best of Krishna’s interest and your mission. Please help me to make chanting of Krishna’s holy names the topmost precedence in my life. Please help me to develop a dependence on your instructions and humble mood of execution. Please help me to utilize this very precious human life with focus and attention for the achievement of the highest goal of life: the love of Krishna!



Your humble aspiring servant,

Krishna-mayi dd

            

        
            
                Krishnaloka devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you, an unswerving servant of the Lord.



Today you sent a quote to some devotees:

"So this world is always -- we should remember -- full of miseries. We are thinking that "I am very comfortably situated." That is illusion. That is maya. This is wrong conception. You should be very much pessimistic, not optimistic. Optimistic, that is animal conception. The animals, they do not know. Any miserable condition, even in the slaughterhouse, just after few minutes the animal will be slaughtered, but it is thinking that "I am safe," eating grass. I have seen the goat. In India, of course, they do not slaughter cows. Some of them slaughter cows. So the one goat is being slaughtered, and the other goat is standing there eating grass. It is thinking that "I am very safe.” ( Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.1.16–20 – August 2, 1971, New York)



Amidst these shaky times, it’s reassuring to be reminded of the “optimistic illusion” and to keep the main thing, the main thing - devotional service and trying to bring others into the realm of devotional service. I'm very grateful for that bedrock - thank you Gurudeva.



I have always liked how you paint a true picture of this world to smash our false hopes and dreams. The real “dream” is in Goloka Vrndavana and the main hope is to please the spiritual master and the Supreme Personality of Godhead - the rest is just an awful drama, one after another.



It’s actually difficult to find anyone these days who actually hasn’t experienced trauma in their drama but that's not surprising because that's how this part of the material world is made; to make us suffer. The only way to get relief and rise above that, is to engage in devotional service - phew!!! Thank you for engaging me in devotional service all these years, its been by far the best part of my life ever.



As the years fly by, I gain deeper respect and appreciation for what you have done for myself and others. You never stop giving! I really respect your compassionate and giving nature Gurudeva and hope to be like that one day.



with gratitude,

your servant,

Krishnaloka devi dasi

            

        
            
                Krsna Gopinatha das

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada 



Recently I’ve been meditating about the bad qualification of the so-called leaders and respectable persons in this world and how, as you often point out they actually don’t have any clue of what’s really going on. In one recent class in New Govardhana you gave the example of topmost psychologists the ‘’mahajanas’’ of modern society trying to teach university students at some super high university how to overcome the hedonic adaptation curve. In your presentation you made it very obvious, how futile these attempts are in bringing real happiness and fulfilment to people’s lives. Hearing from you makes it so obvious how ludicrous material happiness actually is and that people are actually suffering like anything and that the help they’re being offered by modern society is just like a drop of water in a dessert. 



In the past year somehow I’ve been meeting so many people through book distribution, which you have so kindly made so easily accessible for me, who made it very clear to me that people’s personal  lives are nothing like what they may present themselves as on the outside. 

Some people told me that in their relationships either they wanted to kill their own partner or that the partner tried to kill them and many people told me how so many of their friends commited suicide. 

One person told me that literally 5 or 6 of his friends commited suicide during his life. 

One person I met recently on the street told me that in the psych ward where he’s working, one guy has been locked up by his parents since birth, til the end of youth in a cage no bigger than a normal dog cage and is now understandably in a horrible mental and physical condition after such an upbringing. Always when I hear such stories it seems like it can’t be much worse than that and then someone else tells a story which is even worse. 



One woman I got in contact with was one of the most shocking. She told me that 6 years ago her son burned to death and a few month ago her other son commited suicide with her granddaughter. On top of that her ex partner tried to strangle her and suffocate her. Somehow she survived. To her great fortune a couple years earlier she got your book Hiding in unnatural happiness and now she told me this is like her ‘Bible’. Unfortunately by some misfortune we couldn’t meet again to give her a Bhagavad Gita, but she has so much appreciation for your book and read it so many times that she stopped counting. All the calamities in her life brought her to the highest shelter.





Srila Prabhupada mentions in one purport that the biggest disease in Kali Yuga won’t be physically but mentally. Whatever today’s so-called leaders and Mahajanas of Kali Yuga can offer the denizens of this dark age certainly has not much value in the face of such horrible circumstances people are facing these days.



After meeting so many people and hearing from you I am becoming much more convinced that there is no material solution to all these horrible circumstances and situations.



In all this confusion and havoc which has been created you’re giving your priceless association and making it so clear for us and people who are coming to outreach Centers that we’re wasting our most valuable human form of life and destroying our present and our future. 

One devotee who lives at PKA in Wellington told me recently that when he met you earlier this year in Hamilton, after hearing what you said in your talk, he knew that he has to change his life and use his energy for the ultimate goal. One week after he met you the first time, he told you then, that he wants to fully take up the Bhakti process. 



sādhu-saṅga’, ‘sādhu-saṅga’ — sarva-śāstre kaya

lava-mātra sādhu-saṅge sarva-siddhi haya

“The verdict of all revealed scriptures is that by even a moment’s association with a pure devotee, one can attain all success.”



Just by meeting you once you’re able to completely turn someone’s life around from someone who’s engaging in all the Kali Yuga delights to someone who is sincerely trying to live a saintly life. 



In the past year I tried to ‘sort myself out’ on different levels and tried to seek advice from different experts in their field, and explain my situation, but even though out of all the people I tried to consult to improve my material situation, so I could serve you better, no one could understand me as fully as you did and offer me the most fitting and valuable instructions which I am yet to remember much more and follow properly. Even though I see you the least amount of time compared to other people in personal meetings, even from my limited contaminated vision I have gained so much faith that you know me the most and understand me on every level without me even being able to explain you things properly. At the last recharge festival in one kirtan you looked at me and I felt that you’d know everything that was going on in my life and were aware of all the difficulties I was dealing with like no one else knew. A few days later you were asking to see me and see how I’m going. Even though you have so many disciples and I feel insignificant seeing so many amazing devotees in my Godfamily who are so dear to you, I was struck that you care so much and can see my struggles without me even saying something. This is of course only what i can perceive with my limited vision. The actual depth of your unlimited care and concern for your disciples I have unfortunately not much idea of. I’m praying that one day I will be able to get a glimpse of your unlimited glories and can see things in a better way and become more greatful for all the sacrifice you are performing and have performed just to save lowly Kali Yuga denizens like myself from Maya’s clutches.



There’s no one on the material platform who can bring about such a change. No matter how many motivational speeches one may watch or life coaches on may have, the value of even a moments of your association is unlimitedly better than engaging with so many so-called qualified people on the material platform. As you pointed out in your class this year on Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakura’s appearance day where you were quoting his statement: freeing only one person from the clutches of material nature is unlimitedly better than opening countless hospitals. You have changed so many people’s lives who would have otherwise never found out about Krishna Consciousness and the Bhakti process. 



Chanting Hare Krishna and following the four regulative principles was at least for me the last thing I had on my mind when I left Germany and came to Australia. But by your mercy I quickly met some of your sincerely dedicated disciples, who gave me a chance to start practicing Krishna consciousness. 



Without hearing from you and getting your instructions I would be on the same platform as all these people I met lost in an ocean of confusion, pain, hopelessness and such futile and miserable attempts for happiness.

And without trying to follow your instructions and even with very little sincerity trying to understand the precarious situation in this world and how to gain real happiness in our relationship with Krishna this life would be so horrible, what to speak of all the future lives where I’d be reaping the results of my sinful activities. 



You are the real hero Gurudeva. You can save so many conditioned souls from the clutches of Maya and make them into saintly persons and transform iron into gold. Who in this world can compare to your glories? 



I’m begging you for your mercy and that I may never leave your service and that I may get over my puny problems and dirty things in the heart so that I may be of some use for you in the future and be able to render some valuable service to you. Thankyou for saving me from wasting this short life and giving me the highest opportunity in this world. I will eternally remain indebted to you.



Your aspiring servant

Krishna Gopinatha das

            

        
            
                Krsna Prasada das

                Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



It is quite amazing that this human form and matter we use in relation to it can actually be used in whichever way we choose to either elevate or degrade our Consciousness.  This human form is actually our vehicle out of this material predicament.  



Why then is it so rare for someone to utilise it for its true purpose?  

In Nectar of devotion we recently read.

Krsna does not agree to award devotional service to merely anyone.  Krsna can easily offer a person material happiness or even liberation, but He does not agree very easily to award a person engagement in His devotional service.  Devotional service can in fact be attained only through the mercy of a pure devotee. In the Caitanya Caritamrita it is said “By the mercy of the spiritual master who is a pure devotee and by the mercy of Krsna one can achieve the platform of devotional service, There is no other way.”



For some reason or other some mercy has actually flowed my way.  How is it that I have come across such fortune and the majority of living entities have not? It is only by your mercy Gurudeva.  We constantly here these things in the Sastra but for some reason we don’t see the jewel.  I seem to take devotional service for granted, its on tap whenever we want to dive right in, but yet I don’t make it my priority.  



Gurudeva, you are gradually helping me to open my eyes and see devotional service is definitely our true wealth.  There are so many ups and downs and fluctuations in this world but devotional service will carry us through.   Even when I don’t prioritise properly, you still encourage and push, consistently looking for ways to inspire and pull us from the Kali Yuga quicksand that is forever dragging us down.



You are always uniquely inventing newer and better ways to reach out to us.  Packaging the very same contents differently in the hope that something will actually penetrate our Kali covered consciousness.



In a recent dream - I had just loaded up your bags and you stood and looked me in the eye and said “You need to find your purpose” That was it, then you sat down.  I was left hanging not really knowing what this meant.  

What is my purpose Gurudeva? My false ego makes me think I have come so far, yet I haven’t even begun to scrape the surface.  

You mentioned in your class on Srila Prabhupada’s Vyasa Puja this year that there is so much more work to be done.  

I want to be a part of this.  What is more important, what is holding me back?



Whether pro vax or anti vax, the real pandemic in this World is our lack of purpose and forgetfulness of Krsna.

In this forever increasing need of an actual human civilisation, please kindly give me the real vaccination and allow me to go deep, properly give the priority and attention the Maha Mantra actually deserves and gain just a little purity so I can be of some value in your service.



Your servant of the servant

Krsna Prasada das



            

        
            
                Krsna sanga devi dasi

                Hare krsna, 

Dear guru maharaj 

Please accept my humble obeisances unto your lotus feet. 

All glories to srila prabhupaad. 

All glories to you gurumaharaj on your special appearance day. 

Gurumaharaj,  

I can't imagine my life without you. I don't wanna look back to what I was, and what I.  But only put my conciousness on how you accepted me and changed my life.  I am feeling so fortunate and thankful to you for taking me under your shelter and guidance. I always want to serve you and make it as my only goal in my life.  This can happen with your mercy. 



Please from this example 



Yasya prasadad bhagavat prasado 

Yasyaprasadan na gatih kuto pi 



By the mercy of the spiritual master one is benedicted by the mercy of krsna. Without the grace of the spiritual master, one cannot make any advancement. A disciple should never be a hypocrite or be unfaithful to his spiritual master. 



Bhagavat gita (4.34)



Tad viddhi pranipatena 

Pariprasnena sevaya 

Upadeksyanti te jnanam 

Jnaninas tattva darsinah 



Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self realised soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth. One should fully surrender unto the spiritual master, and with service (sevaya) one should approach him for further enlightenment. 

Gurumaharaj,  

Please ask for your mercy and blessing so that I can serve you with full love n devotion. 



Yours unsignificant servant,  

Krsna sanga devi dasi 



            

        
            
                Krsnamrita das, Rasamrita devi dasi & Balaram

                namo om visnu padaya krsna prestaya bhutale

srimati devamrita swami iti namine



pracare purva-daksyam ca

bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam

yasya sarve ca te namah



Dear Gurudev,

Please accept our respectful obeisances at your lotus feet. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to your appearance day!



On this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa puja, we pray for your good health and we seek your blessings for our own spiritual progress.



Never in our wildest dream, would we have imagined that day-to-day life would become so odd.  Social interactions that we used to enjoy so much would become a luxury.



When the Covid pandemic started, we thought lockdown in Melbourne will be temporary and soon we will be able to resume our normal daily activities.  

But how wrong were we!    

   

Your personal association, devotees association, going to the temple, attending festivals, they all feel like a lifetime ago.

One thing that we have learnt from this is, never take anything for granted.  We never truly appreciated the great fortune that we had, until they were suddenly taken away from us.



At least one great thing about Kaliyuga is modern technology.  Imagine a life without internet in this pandemic, which would mean no lectures, no kirtans and no online darshans.  Life would truly have been miserable.



It pains us that we still have not been able to take our son to the temple for a proper darshan, kirtan and Sunday feast.  He definitely has a lot of catching up to do.



We are so grateful to you, for still conducting zoom classes online and for guiding us virtually.    



We impatiently await for the moment when the borders will reopen, when life will get somewhat back to normal, when you can restart visiting Melbourne again and we can have your personal darshan. 



Your insignificant servants,

Krsnamrita das, Rasamrita devi dasi &amp; Balaram



            

        
            
                Krsnananda dasa

                Dear Gurudeva



Please accept my most respectful obeisances, with deep gratitude and appreciation.



Your life is lived very successfully which must bestow upon you great blessings along with contentment and peace – something everyone covets, but few achieve. But you have cracked the code. Your decisions and self-sacrifice, taking up heavy loads throughout life to please your divine superiors is worthy of considerable acclaim and appreciation. 

So, we all come together at this time of year to try to do just that - in our own way. 



The forest of ignorance in this material world is dense and dark. It can make distinguishing the best course of action in any given situation tricky – even at the best of times – so it behooves us to take the chanting of the Lord’s names and the study of Srila Prabhupada’s books and other great Vaisnava’s very seriously. Add to this meditation on your lifelong instructions, receiving appropriate guidance, and plentiful amounts of sadhu sangha in the mix, then we have a recipe for navigating this world successfully. 

These are indeed strange times. I’ve decided to engage in a mini ‘sabbatical’. I’m mainly offline at present, not interested in following the news and instead taking my spiritual practices more seriously and going deeper into them. I can also be much more present for my family, and more astute with decision making. I do this with your example as my inspiration. You are always sharing various methodologies which help elevate our consciousness – and avoid maya’s traps in the process. The depths of Kali yuga get deeper and deeper day by day. It’s a clarion call to become the spiritual warriors that we all have the potential to be!

 

There is danger at every step in this world as we know. At the highest level of pure devotional service, one may even disregard danger on all sides, and push ahead fearlessly to carry out the orders of guru and Krsna. That door is always open. But we need to be qualified. Just like you did in the years you spent behind the iron curtain (where totalitarian regimes and manipulative strategies were a bit more obvious than they are today!). Just as Srila Prabhupada did coming to America with practically no possessions, “walking through fire” to give Krsna bhakti to others in the wild West. And before him Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, and his empowered father Bhaktivinoda Thakura taking on so many personal risks and dangers in order to eternally benefit others. It’s an incredible lineage we find ourselves in!

 

Thanks to your kindness and compassion, you have awoken me to the fact that I, like many others, were sleepwalking in the bodily conception of life towards a very miserable place. Having catapulted off the Titanic, I find myself in a lifeboat of Krsna consciousness with incredible friends. We engage in trying to rescue others off the doomed ship as the Titanic continues its undesirable trajectory into madness, whilst pioneering a more sensible way of life in this dark age of quarrel and hypocrisy. As a team of yogis we navigate the waters together under your leadership but at times we are challenged by perplexities. In perceiving danger, or the best way forward, some devotees may say “look out! this is a snake” and others will say “no it’s not - it’s a rope!” – and so in this way there is different perspectives. But this is important! It challenges us to recall what we have been taught and to dive deeper into sravanam kirtanam. As we apply the teachings appropriately according to time, place and circumstance, we mature in spiritual consciousness in our unique profile of independently thoughtful yogis.

 

Srila Prabhupada wanted this movement to go on using intelligence and organization. Our challenge as devotees is to always foster an ethos of cooperation and collaboration and to aspire for unity in diversity in a world that is becoming increasingly polarized. Onboard the Titanic the pressure is on to move in one particular direction, and God forbid if you’re not going in that direction! Hare Krsna. A clear message pervades in the ether to follow the herd and don’t ask too many questions. But I’m not convinced. Perhaps this is why I like to ask a lot of questions in bhakti. Certainly, I prefer Krsna lifeboats to big ships directed by cowardly beings who are completely at the beck and call of their own vices of selfish desire, anger and unrestrained greed.



One question sits on my mind much more these days. You have reminded me again and again that I have studied in the field of environmental studies. I spend a lot of time thinking about how I can translate this theory into practice. Be the change. Yes, simple living high thinking sounds wonderful but how to get there from here? Yes, its daunting and it’s the elephant in the room, but I once heard a wise person say that change is best when it comes incrementally. So, I pray to you Gurudeva that between myself and my good wife (who actually knows what she is doing in the garden!) that we may devote our lives to fulfilling your directions. In the process may we be able to demonstrate laudable values and excellent character. Just like you demonstrate Gurudeva. Just like that. 



May we be cautious of the predominating ethos, intelligent in the application of yukta vairagya, and fearless in applying Krsna’s instructions. Bold enough to steer away from the severe traps that mainstream society has fallen into (and will continue to fall into) but not so naïve as to try to turn the clock back and live impractically. In order to avoid being caught in a dystopian society, we don’t want to herald a utopian one instead. At least, not yet.

 

I am grateful that I was saved from following the corrupt, manipulative, miserable leaders and instead was plugged into following the ethos of divinely empowered leaders. Thank you, dear leader, Gurudeva. Thank you for always helping me! I hope I can one day do something nice for the Parampara. Or at least keep trying birth after birth (gosh Lord Caitanya sets the bar high!).



All glories to your lifelong service to guru and Krsna. I bow to you! You must be very dear to Lord Gauranga. Surely, qualified to enter the pastimes of Sri Caitanya Caritamrita, thank you for setting such a nice example for Vaisnava’s the world over to follow. 



Yours in service, always

Krsnananda dasa



            

        
            
                Kula Pāvana Dās; Bhuvana Pāvana Devi Dāsi

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale, 

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine

pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥ



Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept our humble obeisance's unto your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to Sri Guru and Sri Gauranga.



Happy appearance day Dear Gurudeva

Life is so uncertain and with this pandemic and lock down restrictions, another virtual Vyasapuja celebrations. We really missed the amount of time we spend on planning the whole event and the association of god family. 

This pandemic made many lives up and down but It’s a blessing in disguise at least for us. 

We had the fortune of having your association for an extensive period serving you personally this year. It was a very hectic travel from New Zealand to Melbourne you said but we couldn’t understand initially. When you reached home you lovingly wished us with a bright smile and spent a lot of time while we were serving you. Asked about how we are, enquired about our material life. It was almost 30mins and then you expressed that it was a very long journey from NZ to Melbourne and you didn’t sleep whole night due to flight delay. We also realized that you didn’t eat until 5pm Melbourne time and almost 12hours flight journey. Couldn’t explain how sad we felt and wasted your time with our ordinary life matters and realized that you are not an ordinary soul. 

During the conversation, you enquired how we are progressing in our changed career. Bhuvana Pāvana mentioned that she cleared Her Theoretical exam in Dentistry and if she clears the practical exam, she can become a registered dentist in AU and NZ. Immediately you mentioned “Than you can be my DENTIST”. We were speechless, overwhelmed with joy and happiness. This motivated Bhuvana Pāvana and the desire to become a dentist here in Australia became stronger at least to serve you. Ultimately, she cleared the exam by your blessings.

Gurudeva, you mentioned in one lecture that disciples always want personal association of their spiritual master. You also wanted like that before, but over the time you realized real association is following the spiritual master’s vani and fulfilling their spiritual desires. But as a neophyte how much ever we got your association, we feel like we want more and more. We feel enthusiastic and energetic in your Presence, so please come to Melbourne more often.

You always guide us personally and through your lectures. Whenever we are lost in our lives or confused, we always feel your presence and guidance in some or other form putting us in right direction.

Also, on different occasions you mentioned how important of 

-	Having a good consciousness while cooking 

-	Book Distribution 

-	Reading Srila Prabhupada books and

-	Following the instructions of Guru

Gurudeva, please help us to sincerely follow your instructions.

Gurudeva, from the very first day, you bestowed your mercy and love upon us. All we can do is to serve you to the best of our abilities.

With our changed professions and demanding need to look after kids and to nourish them Krishna consciously is quiet challenging.  We can only cross this phase of our lives successfully with your mercy.

We beg you please continue to shower your mercy upon us and keep guiding, so we won’t get lost in this material miseries.

On this Auspicious occasion of your appearance day, we sincerely pray to the Lordships for your good health, so you continue to enlighten many fallen souls like us.



Yours ever humble servants,

Kula Pāvana das

Bhuvana Pāvana Devi Dāsi

Yamuna

Sachit



            

        
            
                Kumara Sanandana Das

                Dear Srila Gurudev.



Nama Om Visnu Padaya Krsna Presthaya Bhutale

Srimate Devamrita Swamin iti Namine



pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah



“Obeisances to you who have all the qualities of unique skill in preaching, competence in Vaisnava dealings, selflessness, and compassion.”



Happy Vysa Puja to dear Srila Gurudev!!!!



Hope you are well and keeping safe in these times of COVID.



I express my fullest gratitude and allowing me to be part of Srila Prabhupada's god family. This has happened only with your blessing and support. You have and continuing to shown and guided me through various means on how to be practice Krsna Consciousness. 



In recent times, I am having a strong understanding or realisation of how ineligible and not worthy disciple of yours. But with your causeless mercy you have taken me as one of your disciple. For this I express my love and gratitude and be a duty bound disciple. To add I always desired to keep my spiritual vows and try to please Sri Sri Radha Gopinath, Srila Prabhupada and yourself. 



Personally I am not good in communicating or expressing myself. So I always struggle on how to express my glorification towards you. You’re such a magnificent personality and can see straight through my heart and mind. To contemplate this point there are many instances that I can relate and one such instance during COVID lock-down days. When I was down with lack of motivation to keep my krsna consciousness moving. It was your COVID lock-down lockdown lectures that bailed me out from the situation and put me back on track. 



To highlight, in one of your lecture your points on habits and consistency in following things in Krsna Consciousness were real eye opener. Though these points in materialistic view reads simple but when you described with an analogy and how they relate to spiritual practices were real jewel in the crown. These lectures had a great impact on me. To sincerely follow your instructions and give an attempt to increase my krsna consciousness practice I have personally taken a commitment to motivate myself in krsna consciousness by reading Srimad Bhagavtham on a daily basis and to complete reading all 12 cantos in order. 



Reflecting my journey in spiritual practice, I always feel bad and ashamed that I could not be a competent disciple. Meaning, I could not execute the things you love and request your disciple to follow such as doing book distribution and preaching. Though I wanted to try and follow but due to personal challenges my services in krsna consciousness are restricted. 



Being said, with blessing and association of sincere devotees I am trying to keep my services at a level that do not hinder my krsna consciousness sadhana. As for now, I continue to do my part in collating and broadcasting Sri Sri RadhaGopinath Temple’s e-newsletter. I seek your blessing to continue this service and gradually increase my service attitude and at the same time keep my sadhana strong. 



I take this opportunity to pray to Srila prabhupada for your good health and request you to keep guiding me to full-fill Srila Prabhupada’s vision. 



Hare Krsna

your servant,

Kumara Sanandana Das

Oct 2021.

            

        
            
                Kunja-mandana devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on your appearance day and always!



Usually, writing for me is a very easy task. But I am struggling to put words together today. I am praying to Krishna that this offering will be of genuine glorification, and gratitude to you, according to the level of my tiny realisations and that I can find the appropriate words that will bring me closer to you.



Reflecting on another year of trying to practice Bhakti in the material atmosphere, all I can say is I definitely don’t want to take birth here again. Yet, I still have hopes for my own enjoyment in this world?! This contradictory dilemma has got me thinking how applaudable your devotional service to the Paramapara is. You take great risks such as taking on a disciple like me, and you have made a deliberate and personal investment in me. I think you are a transcendental gambler and a risk-taking spiritual businessman, rolling the dice on me. Many times you have asked me “Do we have a deal?”. Despite your kind explanations of how I can do my part, the determination to make a constant, invested effort to carry my weight in the Guru-disciple relationship is only just beginning to surface. I am regretful that it has taken me years to realise this crucial point, but better late than never! Let me sink my teeth in to your divine instructions; “Preaching, counseling, being an example”, “Become expert at everything; cook, manage, cultivate, preach, teach“, “Learn to care for the devotees”.  Your instructions for so long I have held above my head due to silly hang ups. But now I’m realising it is joyful to simply take up the following process and to begin something, anything, to help others get free from this messy world where maya plays shady deals and runs everyone dry. However small our best attempt to help may be, and whatever the result, they are eternally benefited and we are too. Thank you for enrolling me in this ingenius spiritual-investment-scheme where the return is more than we could ever imagine or deserve.



Please accept my writing as an expression of my heartfelt gratitude for everything you have done for me so far and continue to do.



We have a deal.



May this coming year bring big investments from my behalf in our spiritual deal!



Your aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,

Kunja-mandana devi dasi









            

        
            
                Leela rasa devi dasi

                Hare Krishna dear Gurudev 

Please accept my humble obeisance 

All glories to srila prabhupad

I felt so fortunate this year when i got service to cook for you.It was great service for me.as i was praying on your last vyasa puja to serve you.when ever i cooked i prayed radharani that i may cook nice prasadam for you so that you can eat more and enjoy the parsadam.



Thank you so much gurudev for encouraging me in bhakti with your sweet word.In last personal darsan i was sharing with you that i am worried about my sadhana with 2 kids.your words gave  so much encouragement and enthusiasm to do my sadhana along enjoying the motherhood.

     

I feel more energetic and more closer to krsna when i get your darsan in my dreams.in lockdown time your lectures and your darsan gives feast to ears,eyes and soul.

On your appearance day I pray to radhavallab for your good health and waiting to serve you more and more.



Please bless me and my family so we can serve you and do our sadhana sincerely.



Your daughter 

Leela rasa devi dasi

            

        
            
                Lila Katha devi dasi

                Hare Krishna Guru Maharaja. 



Please accept my humble obeisances, 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

All Glories to you on this day of your vyasa puja celebration.



I feel so fortunate to have your constant association in Melbourne this year. During lockdowns you extended yourself by giving your association through zoom classes and when you were physically present in Melbourne, you gave classes at the temple and at Bhagavat Katha's house. Not only that, but you had prasadam with devotees, making sure everyone is feeling fully satisfied and you encouraged everyone to eat more and more, this incident touched my heart the most. Seeing you everyday, and cooking for you makes my heart very joyful. Thank you Guru Maharaja for spending time with my grandchildren. Please bless me and my family so we will be engaged in devotional service. I am so much looking forward to serve you in Sri Vrindavan dham. Praying to have shelter at lotus feet forever. Vande guroh sri caranaravindam. 





Your servant, 

Lila Katha devi dasi.

            

        
            
                Lila-madhurya dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, please, accept my most sincere obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to You!

My heart is overwhelmed with gratitude. Whole my life is made of Your mercy. Even my father said, that whatever I have in my life only thanks to You. Yes, it is so. Thank You dear, Gurudeva,  for Your endless patience and tolerance, for Your care and guidance. Thank You so much for engaging me in devotional service.   

Srila Prabhupada writes in His purport to Bhagavad-gita: 

‘One should, however, note that after doing something whimsically he should not offer the result to the Supreme Lord. That sort of duty is not in the devotional service of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. One should act according to the order of Kṛṣṇa. This is a very important point. That order of Kṛṣṇa comes through disciplic succession from the bona fide spiritual master. Therefore, the spiritual master’s order should be taken as the prime duty of life.’

This purport was an object of my consideration for comparably long time, during years I was thinking, what does it actually mean. Apparently, we can go to any temple practically in any part of the world and be engaged in devotional service, at the same time in sastra we can find explanation that devotional service is rarely achieved and if there is an opportunity to be engaged in devotional service we should immediately grab this opportunity, because it is so rare and most valuable. 

Conclusion is that service opportunity is bestowed only through guruparampara, by the mercy of spiritual master, without such mercy devotional service is not achievable.

On that most auspicious Day of Your Vyasa-puja, i beg please let me be always engaged in Your service.

Your tiny servant,

Lila-madhurya dasi



            

        
            
                Linda Fulcher

                Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada. It is with immeasurable gratitude and joy that I write this offering. Thank you for every moment of grace and guidance that you have so abundantly provided. I still have my first copy of the Bhagavad Gita that you gave me when I was fourteen, I treasure it. Your example led me to come to the temple downtown where I first beheld SriSri Rhade Govinda, and unbeknownst to me, a life giving seed was sown. How amazing, some forty years later to be given the Maha Mantra by you, my beloved eldest brother. You serve so many souls, and help so many find their way back to Godhead because of your deep love for and constant service to Krsna, thank you and bless you Gurudeva. I am eternally grateful for the way that you guided me through the mental and emotional storm created by the losses of two of my sons in 2020, by your grace and holiness, I was able to cry out to Krsna and seek the support of devotees rather than succumbing to despair. Thank you Gurudeva for being a shining light in the darkness that is this material world. Jai Jai Gurudeva. Please accept this offering with all of my good wishes, the deepest respect and gratitude. 

Your humble servant and sister - Linda

            

        
            
                Madhupāna-līlā devi dasi

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, and all glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.



Where would I be without Srila Prabhupada’s mercy? What if I never came in contact with His mercy? His books, centers, followers, prasadam… In your offering to His divine grace this year you probed these questions, a humble reminder, a reality check.

Seeing the chaos of the current state of the world and seeing the state of godbrothers and sisters who have slipped back into the whirlpool of illusion, I feel increasingly grateful that I've even been given a chance.



In Bhagavad Gita chapter 2 text 7 Srila Prabhupada writes, “Similarly, the world situation is such that perplexities of life automatically appear, without our wanting such confusion. No one wants fire, and yet it takes place, and we become perplexed.” Every living entity is constantly in a state of perplexity having to endure the threefold miseries taking whatever small relief we get from this distress to be happiness.  

The purport continues “The Vedic wisdom, therefore, advises that in order to solve the perplexities of life and to understand the science of the solution, one must approach a spiritual master who is in the disciplic succession”.   



I've recently been meditating on the compassion of Narada Muni. The transcendental spaceman who travels across the universe glorifying Krishna and guiding so many different grades of devotees back to the spiritual world. I especially appreciate how he soberly instructed Kayādhu the pregnant wife of Hiraṇyakaśipu although she was the wife of a great demon. I see this same sober mood in you. How you forgive all the offenses made by practicing devotees and by those who have left. You are truely titikṣavaḥ kāruṇikāḥ. I remember in one end-of-the-year festival class you were answering a question by a devotee who had asked about the difficulties in trying to cultivate someone who ends up rebuking you and never coming back. You responded by sharing what it feels like on your end when you spend years guiding a lost soul only to have them completely turn on you, you said “it feels like someone takes your heart stomps on it and pulverizes it into dust”. You followed up by saying “if only I was more Krishna conscious maybe they would have stayed.” You don't have any anger or resentment in your heart, in fact, all of your senses are perfectly controlled and you just want every living being to come in contact with Krishna. 



vāco vegaṁ manasaḥ krodha-vegaṁ

jihvā-vegam udaropastha-vegam

etān vegān yo viṣaheta dhīraḥ

sarvām apīmāṁ pṛthivīṁ sa śiṣyāt



Gurudeva, in one of your recent zoom lectures you mentioned how every devotee must have their own personal victory. Either through chanting or devotional service, we become convinced of the potency of Krishna Consciousness. In 2019 when I was last in India I was fortunate enough to get one of these realizations and due only to your kindness has it stayed with me since. 



Before we left Krishnaloka told me we had a special service to bring LED heat lights for Srimati Tulsi devi in Vrindavan. I packed my clothes into a small bag and carried the huge LED lights across the borders in a large suitcase. I was dreading that possible conversation with airport security when I’d have to explain to them how I wasn't starting a grow house and wasn't a big-time drug dealer, an ironic conversation I'm glad I didn't have to have. From Mayapur to Vindavan. I carried the heavy lights through the temple gates to a very excited priest. He put them somewhere safe, and before I could go he brought me over to the Tulsi house. He opened the gate and brought me inside, being a young devotee and completely unaware of etiquette,  I just stood there not knowing what to do. He proceeded to take maha water from the cup beneath the picture of the parampara and his spiritual master, he also picked fresh tulsi leaves from all the tulasi plants in her house. He gave me a small cup filled with the carnamrita and leaves - I looked at him in astonishment trying to say this was too much for me, he then gestured behind us where there was a small crowd of indian pilgrims who had come to watch. They all had their right hands out and were begging for the maha. I poured a little in one hand, then another, another, another, before I knew it the cup was empty, then I took the tulasi leaves and started distributing them all - it was ecstatic! Right then I had a realization that it's more pleasing to distribute the mercy than to keep it to yourself. 

As that memory has stayed with me it has become more clear that this realization is only due to your mercy, that I am just taking whatever mercy you have given me and passing it on. I have done nothing on my own, every ounce of my being is just your mercy. I am completely your property, and yet I am a thief because I do not act on this knowledge.



Thank you, Gurudeva for continuing to tolerate me as I slowly come out of the modes. Thank you for instructing and correcting me. And always encouraging me in my services and pushing me to do more. I feel like a very lowly disciple especially in comparison to my exalted multi-talented godbrothers and sisters. I'm desperately trying to get my life together, to make good use of my freedom years, as you have instructed, to please you in some way. 



I pray to you that I may have the strength and spiritual intelligence to remain ever fixed up in your service. And that my determination and enthusiasm to push on your mission and the mission of Srila Prabhupada only increases as the years go by. 



Your servant and spiritual daughter,

Madhupāna-līlā devi dasi 



            

        
            
                Madhurānanda das

                Jai Srila Gurudev



Nama Om Vishnu Padaya Krishna Presthaya Bhutale

Srimate Devamrita Swamin iti namine

Pracare purva-daksyam ca, Bhaktacara-pravinta

Pararthatapi Karunyam, Yasya sarve ca te namah



Please accept my humble obeisances at your Lotus Feet

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada



The pandemic has been a very insightful time. We have tried our best to function and regain normality only for another wave to crash down on us. Many have denied the impact of the virus and in turn cause more suffering for others. Somehow, the present times have amplified the issues we already face and made apparent the dormant anarthas we all have. How is a devotee to understand this? The only constant seems to be change and with that change, we must also consider the ever changing material energy



In the 6th Canto of the Srimad Bhagavatam (6.17.30), Srila Prabhupada quotes Prabodhānanda Sarasvatī on the devotee's outlook on the suffering of the material world.



"Everyone in this material world is distressed by miserable conditions, but Śrīla Prabodhānanda Sarasvatī says that this world is full of happiness. How is this possible? He answers, yat-kāruṇya-katākṣa-vaibhavavatāṁ taṁ gauram eva stumaḥ. A devotee accepts the distress of this material world as happiness only due to the causeless mercy of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu."



The storm of the modes of energy have mercilessly destroyed the homes made of our material desires. We have seen our ideas of happiness and comfort swept away from us. Despite this, somehow great souls such as you sail the same seas in seemingly calmer water.



Your ship has an expert captain in Srila Prabhupada guiding you. The Holy Name, the wind in your sails and devotional service as the strong body of your boat. You mercifully grab the drowning souls and pull them onto this boat for their protection.



Please bind us tightly to that boat so that we don't fall out and bless us that we might be able to aid you in your service of saving the fallen souls of the material world



your servant,

Madhurānanda das

            

        
            
                Madhurya dham devi dasi

                Nama om Visnu padaya

Krsna presthaya bhutale

Srimate Devamrita Swami

iti namine



Pracare purva-daksyam ca

Bhaktara-pravinata

Pararthatapi karunyam

Yasya sarve ca te namah



Dear Gurumaharaja,

Once on a morning walk,  Srila Prabhupada asked "What is the most important verse in the Bhagavad Gita"? After being offered a few suggestions from disciples, Srila Prabhupada himself confirmed it was 

tad viddhi pranipatena

pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jnanam

jnaninas tattva-darsinah



"Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized souls can impart knowledge unto you because they have seen the truth."



I remember this special memory that highlights your mercy. My Prabhu, once invited you for lunch prasadam, at that stage of my life I wasn’t an experienced cook, far from being capable to serve a Vaishnava. 



I decorated The table with a beautiful table mat, a flower pot at the center, surrounded by a set of brand new cutlery. At that point, I was extremely proud of myself, but now that I think about it, it makes me laugh because I was trying to impress you with such materialistic ideas. 



You visited our house when I was so new to Krishna Consciousness. I was hardly chanting 4 to 5 rounds. Despite that you gave me so much off love and affection; that it makes me feel grateful to be your disciple. 

…you allowed me to serve you even I have no qualification. You ignored all my fault and accept me.

 

Your love, fatherly affection, and care always have bound me to KC. 

 It made me realize that it’s not Krishna but it’s the love and care of his devotees that helped me to love Krishna.



 The gratitude I feel, because of the several opportunities I got to serve you like letting me iron your clothes and allowing me to help in your mission of youth preaching.



I still remember your words when you told me “Initiation is not the end of KC  It’s the beginning” and that is how I got my initiation.



I can't take your darshan right now, because of how far we are from you. But it pleases me to know that someday, again I will. 



A few years back, during deity welcoming HG Gaurang Prabhu came to our house, it was an unbelievable moment for me and my Prabhu. We didn’t have any qualifications to serve great Vaishnavas at our house. But its only your mercy he came to our house and we got a chance to serve him. 



 I can see your blessings in every aspect of my life. I don’t know any sastra, I don’t know any scripture, I don’t have any knowledge.



 I just see you and pray to you. I miss you Guru Maharaj especially your scolding and your instruction.



The only two instructions you give me are that Krishna should at the center of your house and help your husband. It’s not easy to follow, but I try my best

Last time when we meet you in Mumbai you gave us 1 hr of your precious time and you just kept showering your love on us.  



In your book Perfect Escape, you mention that the relationship between Guru and disciple is not like that of dictatorship. You further give the example of Lord Krishna:





“For instance, Krishna is the Complete Whole and therefore the original guru. Yet after speaking eighteen chapters of the most wonderful knowledge to Arjuna, Krishna clearly indicated that Arjuna still had his options: “Thus I have explained to you knowledge still more confidential. Deliberate on this fully and do what you wish to do.” Yet even the Supreme Infinite, the original teacher, does not interfere with the tiny independence of the minute, finite living entity.







I have personally seen this mood of yours when dealing with newcomers and disciples alike. As a new devotee myself, when I was facing the typical situation.



You never dictated - do this or do that. Instead, you inspired us  to make the right choice. All you said was, - “Do what is best for your Krishna Conscious life”, but this made all the confusion disappear.



I miss you a lot…

Whenever I want to take darshan of you i close my eyes I can see

Your energetic Kirtan 

Your energetic dance 

Your roaring voice

Your lecture presenting the futilities on this material world and how to look for their solutions in shastra.

Your big and loud laugh.



I will pray to Lord Krishna for your Good health today and every other day.

Please always shower your love on me as I am only dependent on you. Today again I can see your mercy on us that we are able to celebrate Vyas puja in the association of so many devotees. 

Thank you Gurumaharaj for everything.  



Your servant 

Madhuryadham DD.





 



            

        
            
                Madhurya-sindhu dd

                My Dearest Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to his Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada and unto your divine feet as you are an ocean of auspicious qualities.



nama om vishnu-padaya Krishna-preshthaya bhu-tale

srimate Devamrita-svamin iti namine



pracäre purva-daksyam ca

bhaktacära-pravinäta

pararthatäpi karunyam

yasya sarve ca te namah



All glories to you on this auspicious Vyasa Puja day. On this special day, I pray for your good health and many more years of loving service to Srila Prabhupada and Krishna.



I am very grateful to Lord Krishna for allowing such a wonderful pure hearted Guru to come into my life. I feel so fortunate and blessed when you caringly accepted me and my husband as your disciples. Thank you so much Gurudev for your love, kindness, care and inspiration you bring to my life.  



Only by your sweet loving mercy I am in Krishna consciousness and trying to do some service.  Whenever my mind thinks of you, it immediately becomes full of joy even in the midst of all kinds of stress, frustration and disappointment.  You are my spiritual father.

 

You have touched the hearts of so many fallen souls.  Your instructions are your real loving grace.  Without your loving grace, one cannot make any spiritual advancement.  I have no place more secure than your lotus feet. You are my only shelter.



Praying to get your personal association.  Please bless me and my family so that we continue to serve your mission in the mood of the servant of the servant of the servant.

I beg for your forgiveness for any offences I have committed during this offering.



Sincerely your humble servant and disciple,



Madhurya-sindhu devi dasi



Dallas, Texas, USA.



Oct 9, 2021



            

        
            
                Madhuryamrita devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories unto you! All glories unto you!



After utter frustration comes the search for a solution. I wanted to help people stop suffering but I knew i wasn’t qualified in the least.  The Lord in the heart urged me to break from the norm, leave my comfortable life behind and take on a spiritual quest to find a guide. For a young lady in Argentina, that meant going to the most far away land of exotic India, the home of the spiritual yogis.  I remember praying to God in Rishikesh by the river Ganges to show me the way.  He kidly protected this ignorant seeker from falling prey to a cheater.



Instead, He led me to you =)



First, Sukanthi Radha dd lured me towards her with her captivating saintly gaze from across the street and gave me the Bhagavad Gita and Srimad Bhagavatam weeks after arriving in New Zealand from India.  Then, Sammohini dd stopped at my jewelry stall on Queen St and with her joyful and friendly demeanor invited me to the Sunday “party” at the Loft.  Kirtan is what hooked me.  I had never experienced live music that had such an effect on me internally, little did I know it was because of the holy name.  

I started helping in the Loft kitchen every day for a month or so and the devotees told me that you were coming soon, so I decided to finish reading Bhagavad Gita at the Vipassana retreat I was dragged into going. Fortunately, no one could notice I was chanting Hare Krishna in my mind during all the silent meditations.  That Sunday that the retreat finished, I went straight to the Loft to meet you.  During your presentation, I felt like what Srila Prabhupada describes in Nectar of Devotion, chapter 17: “when a pure devotee speaks, his words act upon the hearts of the audience (…) he has the potency to inject spiritual life within the audience”.  Then I got the chance to talk to you.  I was very, very nervous. I had a long list of questions and felt fully satisfied with your answers.  I didn’t know why I couldn’t stop crying in front of you, it was embarrassing, but I just couldn’t stop.  That day, I accepted you as my teacher. 



brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva
guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja



“According to their karma, all living entities are wandering throughout the entire universe. Some of them are being elevated to the upper planetary systems, and some are going down into the lower planetary systems. Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. By the mercy of both Kṛṣṇa and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.” 





I feel very fortunate and grateful to have such a glorious spiritual master.  You have given me a treasure chest full of priceless jewels:



 -Your example. What a rare soul! Risking your life for so many years so the suffering souls in the communist countries of Eastern Europe could get the opportunity to remember Krishna.  You’re my hero!  Like Srila Prabhupada writes:



“A Vaiṣṇava is&nbsp;para-duḥkha-duḥkhī;&nbsp;in other words, he has no personal troubles, but he is very unhappy to see others in trouble. (…) Because a Vaiṣṇava fully takes shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he personally has no problems, but because he is compassionate toward the fallen, conditioned souls, he is always thinking of plans to save them from their hellish life in this body and the next.” SB 6.1.6



And you are deeply absorbed in pleasing Krishna 24/7, not wasting even a moment! it’s very inspiring to have such a serious role model.



-Your lectures and your answers to my endless questions.  You’re excellent at purifying me of my huge false ego in a gentle way and bringing me to a higher level of surrender.  And I find your enthusiasm in speaking about Krishna and His devotees highly contagious. I’m grateful for each opportunity to attend your zoom classes, what a great fortune! Your lectures are filled with instructions on how to improve my service to please Krishna.  The answer you gave to my question in class recently was to focus on quality sadhana.  Please give me your blessings to be able to hear Krishna’s names.



-Your care for my spiritual wellbeing.  From the beginning, you have always encouraged me to take shelter of strong devotional communities.  The times I had to leave New Zealand, you suggested for me to go to a place that would be beneficial for my spiritual life, like Melbourne and Gita Nagari.  I remember revealing to you, in tears of course, that I felt like I didn’t belong anywhere because, due to visas, I had to move around every few months.  “What do you mean? You’re part of the Amrita family”. I feel genuinely cared for by you, my spiritual father.  I also take my husband as a gift from you.  If it weren’t for you, I wouldn’t be sharing my journey back to Krishna with such a sincere and loving Vaisnava.  He’ll do anything for you.  And I’m blessed to be surrounded by wonderful association, deep friendship with many sweet devotees.



No matter what is going on in this crazy world, I feel safe in your shelter and protected by Krishna.  I owe you everything.  I hope I can please you somehow. I still have a very strong desire to spread Lord Caitanya’s mission and I know I haven’t really done much.  I want to follow in your footsteps.  Please bless me that I can assist you in giving others the chance to experience the joy of serving Krishna. 



Thank you for these valuable gems that I cherish close to my heart.



Your servant, 

Madhuryamrita devi dasi

            

        
            
                Mahavan Das

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to ISKCON’s Founder-Acarya Srila Prabhupada.



You explain that the tree is the best metaphor for our life. While the unfortunate see theirs as a “race” or “ladder,” and closer to home a “flower growing in the forest,” as bhakti aspirants we have the rarest opportunity to base our lives on true compassion, integrity and humility. 



“Later Kṛṣṇa, in the company of His cowherd boyfriends, took shelter of the shade of some trees and became very happy. Thus He addressed the inhabitants of Vṛndāvana: ‘My dear Stoka-kṛṣṇa, My dear Varūthapa, My dear Bhadrasena, My dear Sudāmā, My dear Subala, My dear Arjuna, My dear Viśāla, My dear Ṛṣabha&nbsp;– just look at these most fortunate trees of Vṛndāvana. They have dedicated their lives to the welfare of others. Individually they are tolerating all kinds of natural disturbances, such as hurricanes, torrents of rain, scorching heat and piercing cold, but they are very careful to relieve our fatigue and give us shelter. My dear friends, I think they are glorified in this birth as trees. They are so careful to give shelter to others that they are like noble, highly elevated charitable men who never deny charity to one who approaches them. No one is denied shelter by these trees. They supply various kinds of facilities to human society, such as leaves, flowers, fruit, shade, roots, bark, flavor extracts and fuel. They are the perfect example of noble life. They are like a noble person who has sacrificed everything possible&nbsp;– his body, mind, activities, intelligence and words&nbsp;– for the welfare of all living entities.’”



Srila Prabhupada continues,



“Thus the Supreme Personality of Godhead walked on the bank of the Yamunā, touching the leaves of the trees and their fruits, flowers and twigs and praising their glorious welfare activities. Different people may accept certain welfare activities to be beneficial for human society, according to their own views, but the welfare activity that can be rendered to people in general, for eternal benefit, is the spreading of the Kṛṣṇa consciousness movement. Everyone should be prepared to propagate this movement. As instructed by Lord Caitanya, one should be humbler than the grass on the ground and more tolerant than the tree. The toleration of the tree is explained by Lord Kṛṣṇa Himself, and those who are engaged in the preaching of Kṛṣṇa consciousness should learn lessons from the teachings of Lord Kṛṣṇa and Lord Caitanya through Their direct disciplic succession.”



In you, we have not just the opportunity to learn these lessons through the direct disciplic succession, but also a living color exemplar of them. How grateful we are for that.



Holding your perfect example of noble life close to my heart and bowing to your lotus feet, I hope to assist you.



Your servant,


Mahavan das

            

        
            
                Manada devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this auspicious day of your appearance.



Srila Prahbupada explains in an initiation lecture, “…the spiritual master he is so kind that he is begging from door to door, from country to country, from town to town, ‘My dear ladies, my dear gentlemen, my dear boys, my dear girls, please take to Kṛṣṇa consciousness.’ So therefore he is doing very confidential service to Kṛṣṇa. Kṛṣṇa is the Supreme Lord. He gives simply orders. But the spiritual master executes that order practically. Therefore [the] spiritual master is so, I mean to say, dear to Kṛṣṇa. (Montreal, August 11, 1968)



As I recall vivid memories of past exchanges and darshans, and peruse a collection of messages and correspondence with you Gurudeva, the contents: a river of instructions, service, inquiries into my spiritual welfare, gentle and firm chastisements, more service, words of encouragement and painfully, sometimes pleading that I make the right choices. And I find all this saturated with your personal care, deep compassion, spiritual parenting, kindness and most of all your mercy, which redefined my life from the moment I met you. You are Krsna’s genuine and confidential servant. I am ever-grateful to you for saving me from despair and defeat, for pointing out my faults and follies, for giving me everything I need to grow on the path of bhakti. 





I appreciate your personal reciprocation – you show me that what service I do is valued even though it may feel small, meagre, full of error, and although my heart is covered by material desires, still you encourage and engage and help me to see where and how to improve in spiritual life. 



I appreciate the time you have put into teaching and training me how to edit devotional writing. 



I appreciate your pragmatism, always compassionate, always sensitively and intelligently aligned with the goal of outreach.



How fortunate is anyone who has come in contact with you; my own fortune I can never understand.



"brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva

guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja

Out of many millions of wandering living entities, one who is very fortunate gets an opportunity to associate with a bona fide spiritual master by the grace of Kṛṣṇa. By the mercy of both Kṛṣṇa and the spiritual master, such a person receives the seed of the creeper of devotional service.”(CC Madhya 19.151)



I appreciate how much you urge us all to take devotional service seriously; we can and will lose so much in this life and we have lost so much in previous lives; we waste time and energy in material endeavours, but there is one thing we can’t ever lose from, and that is devotional service. This is really how your mercy pervades my life – in your implicit message that even in the darkest of times, when one may feel defeated, or at the best of times—under all circumstances—service to Krsna must remain constant, you remind us, bhakti is our very career, our natural state of being. As Srila Prahbupada said, “So by serving Kṛṣṇa, nobody becomes loser. This is my practical . . . practical experience. Nobody.” (Montreal, August 11, 1968) You help me to understand this more and more and I pray to fully realise this with complete faith. 



So I humbly ask you for your continued patience with me and pray that I can develop more determination to please the devotees, increase my capacity to participate in Lord Caitanya’s mission according to your desires and assist you any way I can. 



Your aspiring servant and eternally grateful spiritual daughter,

Manada devi dasi























            

        
            
                Mandraghosh Das

                mukam karoti vachalam

pangum langhayate girim

yat-kripa tam aham vande

sri-gurum dina-taranam



Recently, I came across some pictures of you that were shared online. They were pictures of you behind a very attractive book table in Wellington. I reckon these photos are very precious for all devotees, especially the book distributors. They are full of inspiration and bring a lot of strength to every Sankirtan warrior. I am very grateful to that devotee who shared those pictures with us.



Seeing you behind that book table in a shopping complex reminded me of a beautiful song by Srila Bhaktivinod Thakur titled “boro sukher khabor gāi”. Seemed like a perfect fit to meditate upon. A perfect modern day Surabhi Kunj where you as a representative of Lord Nityananda was selling pure holy name only at a simple price of one's faith. Giving the pure teachings of Lord Chaitanya with your modern contemporary examples you make everyone a devotee. Your kaliyuga-analysis and urban explanations are just like cherry on top of Bhaktivedanta purports.

 

Gurudeva, although I do desire to please you by this service of Book Distribution, i realise my intentions are not very pure. There’s a constant desire for recognition somewhere rooted in my heart. Also, I am pretty sure I lack the required sincerity to perform this service. Somehow by your causeless mercy and encouragement by your senior disciples, I have received this opportunity to engage in this Sankirtan mission.



I hear that by the mercy of Krishna one gets a bonafide Spiritual Master, and only by the mercy of the Spiritual Master one can get Krishna.” Some pious credits must have I performed that Krishna has put me under the shelter of your lotus feet.



During these difficult times of lockdown your timeless sankirtan lectures have been my constant inspiration. In one of the lectures you were saying how book distribution was so difficult for you but you were determined to love it cause Srila Prabhupada loves it. That Gurudev hits deep! That’s a level of sincerity I cannot perceive with my little intelligence. You would spend 7 days a week, hours and hours facing constant rejections but still would stand strong just like a sincere warrior in the battlefield who refuses to fall. And here I am, who sometimes wouldn’t go on books as the weather seemed a “little too hot”. It wasn’t even 25 degrees. Seriously! zero sincerity!.



Prabhupada says “If you feel at all indebted to me then you should preach vigorously like me. That is the proper way to repay me. Of course, no one can repay the debt to the Spiritual Master, but the Spiritual Master is very much pleased by such an attitude by the disciple.”

-Letter to Sons and Daughters Aug14. 1976

​

Gurudeva, things you have achieved, sufferings you have faced, efforts you have taken to please Srila Prabhupada I cannot even begin to understand. All I know is that the ocean of faith and sincerity towards your Spiritual Master runs very deep.

 I, an insignificant disciple of yours, beg for a drop from that ocean to be able to please Shri Gaura Hari in His Sankirtan movement.



Aspiring to be your Sankirtan Warrior

Mandraghosh Das







            

        
            
                Mangal-arti dd

                Dearest Guru Maharaj

Please accept my humble obeisances, All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to your most auspicious appearance day



titikṣavaḥ kāruṇikāḥ

suhṛdaḥ sarva-dehinām

ajāta-śatravaḥ śāntāḥ

sādhavaḥ sādhu-bhūṣaṇāḥ

The symptoms of a sādhu are that he is tolerant, merciful, and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies, he is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his characteristics are sublime. (3.25.21)

Purport: These are the preachings of a sādhu. He is not satisfied with his own liberation. He always thinks about others. He is the most compassionate personality towards all the fallen souls. One of his qualifications, therefore, is kāruṇika, great mercy to the fallen souls. While engaged in preaching work, he must meet with so many opposing elements, and therefore the sādhu, or devotee of the Lord, must be very tolerant. Someone may ill-treat him because the conditioned souls are not prepared to receive the transcendental knowledge of devotional service. 



Dear Guru Maharaj, you are a walking example of tolerance in practice. Even though someone criticizes, your response is “if you want to preach you must tolerate”. Once when I rebelled about humiliation, Gurudev very kindly explained “humility means humiliation” and you always bring every decision back to one primary decision, where all my arguments fail “You decide, do you or don’t you want to preach”. For the sake of Mahaprabhu’s mission you tolerate so much, and you teach us practically how to tolerate. 



One of the qualifications of a sādhu is that he is very tolerant and is merciful to all fallen souls. He is merciful because he is the well-wisher of all living entities. What is the difference between an enemy and a friend? It is a difference in behavior. A sādhu behaves with all conditioned souls for their ultimate relief from material entanglement. Therefore, no one can be more friendly than a sādhu in relieving a conditioned soul.



Even if viciously criticized, you are simply considering what is the Vaishnav thing to do. In one instance you explained, we simply say “I am sorry. I did my best and I will try harder next time”. This is not possible for anyone caught up in the dualities of friends and enemies – you simply don’t see friends and enemies. Even in the most difficult circumstances, you simply think of how to respond in most Krishna conscious way to not push the living entity further away from Krishna. This is not a drama someone can stage; you genuinely demonstrate such a Krishna conscious standard that the soul is inspired to follow that. You really make Krishna’s instructions in Bhagavad Gita come alive by your sublime character Guru Maharaj. The storm within me want to charge forward, simply settles at your lotus feet. I cannot wrap my head around the mercy and tolerance you demonstrate. I have read about the avanti brahmana tolerating insults and I have read about Jada bharata’s response to Maharaj Rahughuna’s criticism, it sounds beyond my conception, but you demonstrate those same behaviors.

 

About a year ago I had asked you how to become detached as I felt my attachments come in the way of my preaching. And you had said “The wild west will as always be agony and ecstasy, amazing surprises and mega disappointments. It will certainly teach you detachment in service, through thick and thin.” And your second instruction was “Outreach means you give your best, shedding hundreds of gallons of blood, sweat, tears, but you can’t be attached to the result. There will be an ongoing parade of wonderful surprises, shocking disappointments, etc.”. Little did I know that slowly but steadily through your instructions, you were preparing me, giving me strength for what lay ahead as an ultimate lesson in detachment. My biggest attachment, where I can have a steady service, something to put my whole being into and be able to serve you completely. You had said the “Vani is yours eternally”.  So, I had it all worked out. But as you had prepared me “wonderful surprises and shocking disappointments” did come my way and they can completely shatter the ground you stand on. And as the most loving, firm, eye opening, expert surgeon, when it came time to demonstrate detachment and I was not ready to let go of resources, you gave me the ultimate practical lesson asking me to give away everything – leave it all behind. I could not believe you were asking me to do that – I rebelled, I needed more time, but you were firm. You said “I don’t think there should be any level of discomfort about the resources. There should be detachment.” Thank you so much Guru Maharaj for making Krishna consciousness, so real, so practical, so scriptural. 



A sādhu means one who follows the principles of scripture and at the same time is a devotee of the Lord. Sādhu, therefore, means a follower of the scriptural injunctions and a devotee of the Lord.



Although you have the best expertise in terms of strategy and how to handle the affairs of this world, you again and again tell me to depend on Krishna through your instructions and your behavior. Whenever I have come to you with a seemingly impossible problem in various ways you have repeated the same instruction:



Melbourne: Chant Hare Krishna. Do not worry. 

Toronto: Depend on the holy name, what else is there to depend upon. Some people may have candy sprinkles in their lives, and you may not. Depend on the holy name, improve the quality of your chanting. 

Philadelphia: Pray to Lord Balaram for spiritual strength to get through everything and move on with your service. Increase your chanting and reading. 



Thank you for teaching us how to build up strength from inside out and teaching us to depend on chanting, morning program, book distribution and Deity worship. 

Earlier this year you were trying to encourage me to be excited about what lies ahead, and I was being a brat resisting it. You had said “Every situation can be used to increase Sri Gaura’s service. I have seen this movie many times. The ways of the supreme personality of Godhead are often inscrutable. That was Bhisma’s conclusion presented to the Pandava’s after the battle.” Because of your instructions and encouragement, I am trying to rise above the muck of material nature and be excited. Thank you for being such a live example of prayer, bhakti practicality and dependence on Krishna. Thank you for taking on the burden of speaking the truth and showing the mirror of consciousness to me and to many of your disciples– just the plain truth of what we are like. Thank you for rescuing me and not dropping because of how I am. 

Dearest Guru Maharaj, I have always called you my father but actually, you are even more affectionate than the most affectionate mother. I pray that the whole world can see how loving of a mother you are and the extent to which you would go for providing shelter. Be it sending me the exact brand name and best priced deal for the best quality mask for devotees or sending the details of how exactly to disinfect the temple rooms and doors and detailed inquiries about how your children are protecting themselves and making time every single month for the past few years to talk to each and every one of us and make sure we are well and safe. Who are we, who am I, just some creature of phase, a glowworm, momentarily visible because of the light of your mercy – what have we done except for finding new problems to discuss with you, yet you show so much interest in my piddly little efforts – be it trying to setup a center, an idea to get some books out, some thoughts on marketing…whatever insignificant, unsuccessful attempts I might make but  your encouragement makes me feel like “Oh – I must have the moon in my basket”. You are the most encouraging mother, just by your words you can make your children feel successful. 

kārpaṇya-doṣopahata-svabhāvaḥ

pṛcchāmi tvāṁ dharma-sammūḍha-cetāḥ

yac chreyaḥ syān niścitaṁ brūhi tan me

śiṣyas te 'haṁ śādhi māṁ tvāṁ prapannam



In every step there is perplexity, and therefore it behooves one to approach a bona fide spiritual master who can give one proper guidance for executing the purpose of life.... No one wants fire, and yet it takes place, and we become perplexed. The Vedic wisdom therefore advises that in order to solve the perplexities of life and to understand the science of the solution, one must approach a spiritual master who is in the disciplic succession. (Bhagavad gita 2.7)



Becoming perplexed has taken on a whole new dimension as Kali yuga rages forward, and becoming perplexed seems to be the norm, especially this past year. But I notice, no matter if I come to you asking about how to deal with a never-ending pandemic, or rioters at my doorstep or ailing devotees or food shortage or how AI is different from free will – you are so expert and you can teach me how to deal with all of this and more. The real wealth of my life is that I have access to you, a reservoir of Krishna bhakti and I have been bestowed with the mercy of freely receiving your chastisement, an irreplaceable wealth…I do hope, and I do pray that I can also one day become the source of your pleasure and do something useful to serve you. My greatest attachment I can remember in this life was wanting to be successful at serving you. Perhaps I was proud, or maybe I was afraid that I would lose your mercy if I didn’t do something useful. But to my greatest surprise, and to the deepest lesson yet, I saw that the more I fell, the more shelter you gave. The more unqualified I looked, the more instructions you gave. Now I think I am getting a glimpse of what it means that the spiritual master never abandons the disciple – Guru Karnadharam. You didn’t just give me shelter; you gave me instructions for future when I thought I could not even walk a step. You showed me a vision for the future, I have no line of sight how to get there. Just like I did not know how I would ever chant 16 rounds when you asked me to chant 1. I have absolutely no line of sight, but I know that your instructions come with the potency to fulfil themselves. So, I humbly pray to you, to Srila Prabhupada and to Lord Balaram, please give me strength that I can have faith in your instructions and let me live to fulfil those instructions. I have no way to repay you in this life or any other, please just let me dedicate this life in your service because that’s all I have. 



Your humble servant 

Mangal-arti dd





            

        
            
                Manobhirama Dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances,



All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



In one of your recent Zoom classes I asked you the question:



“We may desire to accomplish more in terms of outreach and better the systems in place but are limited by time, financial considerations, manpower &amp; our own personal capacity - Should we be satisfied knowing the circumstances are out of our control and take opportunities as they come or endeavor to make the necessary arrangements to create opportunities?”



You relayed the following points in your answer:

- We should always be thinking about how to expand Lord Chaitanya’s mission but unless Krishna gives us the intelligence and energy we won’t be able to do anything

- We should always be thinking big but at the same time act like beggars (for Krishna to empower us)

- We should be endeavoring and begging simultaneously

- We should always be praying to Lord Chaitanya and the spiritual master “What is my capacity? Am I just coasting? Could I be doing more? Please show me how, I’m open!”

- We should be humble and think: “I think I know me but (uhh) probably not and I’m wide open for Krishna to show me how to do more!”



Having a chance to observe you and hearing what you have accomplished, I can understand that you are one who perfectly displays the mood that you highlighted in your answer. The source of your empowerment, the inspiration to do more comes from your being obedient to the dictates of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Chaitanya. You are, in other words, wide open for them to work their magic! 



Reading through Markine-Bhagavata Dharma by Srila Prabhupada we see him display the mood of a beggar. Thinking himself unqualified to bring the passion-ed out, ignorant westerners out of illusion, he appeals to Yogeśvara to work his magic, to bring them out of maya and deliver them. Krishna’s will being what put them into such a state, can just as easily bring them out. He states with conviction that by hearing Srimad Bhagavatam any man can be liberated from the lower modes and that all inauspicious things in the heart will disappear (as an aside, your advocating the mass distribution of Srimad Bhagavatam echoes that same conviction). Again thinking himself unqualified, he pleads to the Lord to empower him and give him the means to succeed in his preaching efforts. As we hear, Srila Prabhupada was a saktyavesa-avatar, a nitya-siddha from the spiritual world. He speaks merely out of humility.



We’ve been given a “mission impossible” - tasked with trying to share Krishna consciousness in this darkest age of Kali, in the darkest region of the world - the Wild-Wild West! The persons we encounter are troubled, handicapped by the reactions to their actions &amp; scornful to the message of the Lord. The situation saddens us and looking at the amount of work that is to be done even just in little old New Zealand, even just in this little seaside village known as Auckland...can be daunting.



On my own - yes, it’s safe to say that I would not be able to accomplish anything of value. I am made of your mercy . I am here now by your mercy alone (yasyāprasādān na gatiḥ kuto 'pi). In an attempt to be humble I therefore ask:



“What is my capacity? Am I just coasting? Could I be doing more? Please show me how! I’m open!”.



And state:



“I think I know me but (...) probably not and I’m wide open for you to show me how to do more!”



To add - Without your mercy what I could contribute will never be realized. I’m therefore open for you to make me dance like a puppet to the soothing sounds of Lord Chaitanya’s tune. 



Your aspiring servant,



Manobhirama Dasa



            

        
            
                Manohar Kathavate

                Hare Krishna Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances on the auspicious occasion of your appearance day.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you on this auspicious day.

I want to express my deepest gratitude for allowing me to come under your shelter. I want to sincerely thank for your mercy.

 I will strive to follow your instructions and assist in spreading mission of Iskcon. I regularly hear your lectures and feel inspired by them. As you have mentioned that a crisis is a terrible thing to waste and this pandemic crisis of lockdown over past year has caused me to reflect inwards to discover what is the true purpose of life.

With your guidance and advise I am hoping to take shelter of Krishna’s lotus feet more &amp; more. Although it is very challenging to get away from material energy and turn towards spiritual energy.

I eagerly look forward to your next visit and the transcendental association. I pray to the lord for your good health &amp; well-being.



Your humble servant



Manohar Kathavate





            

        
            
                Mantramala dd.

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. 



It is your Vyasa-puja time and I recall that last year was the only year when I did not write an offering. But not writing does not feel right, also because I wrote to HH Sivarama Swami for his Vyasa-puja. While many jivas you initiated and I also know and love do not write an offering any more, I am not to follow in their foot steps.



As such let me wish you a happy birth anniversary.



There are so many things I am grateful for, see my past offerings for some. And let me add some more, too, to glorify you. I don't think I mentioned these before:



- Gurudeva, you always took me seriously privately (at our darshans, telephone conversations, etc.). You never laughed at me, you laughed with me. Thank you.



- In the early years, say our first 10 years, you always protected me in front of the "full time" devotee groups be it your morning class at the Sydney Temple or later in front of the Wellington ashram ladies. Thank you.



- You never told me to live in an ashram; you accepted my "sports ashram" years, spent in communist Hungary, between age 8 and 18, playing competition sports, table tennis. You saw that I am well trained, kind of a soldier, i.e. tough enough. (Thank you, my dear coaches. Thank you, my childhood sports friends.) And when much-much later, as a financially independent, retired early, mature lady in my 40s I spent a month at the then Gaura Yoga ashram, we all concluded that that was enough, ha-ha-ha. I was neither a kitchen fairy nor a fast cleaner, nor a yoga lover or an instrument player. So pretty useless there, really. 



- You liked when I was living with devotees but all that could happen at my "sweet will". As such I have fond memories living with the Yatra Family and then at The Loft, while working in a job.



- When I once said something along the line that I am low class, I don't even belong to varnashrama-dharma, perhaps when I disliked your idea that I should be given brahmana initiation, it is hard to recall when, but long, long time ago, you replied that "varnashrama-dharma is land based", encouraging/protecting me (from myself) again.





*********************************



But then the abuse started... (You used this word for my situation.)



Not only mine but others. As such quite a few devotees left or got disengaged from your yatra. Husbands had to put up with their wife's hurt feelings and vice versa. Such things have been happening in ISKCON worldwide and at other spiritual institutions. In fact spiritual institutions (churches, etc.) are prone to that. Absolute power corrupts unless someone is a Srila Prabhupada. Plus there is the individual's, disciple's karma, as well. And the disciples' conditioning, free will. So things can get messy.





Applying the broadest lense I can be grateful for EVERYTHING you did to me; as our beloved Lila Suka prabhu also put it in one of his recent Hungarian classes (Youtube: "Hogyan cselekedjunk nehez helyzetekben?" - How to act in difficult situations?), when there is toleration, a new door opens up. That is true. I was tolerating and tolerationg your treatment after the sweet early years and then Lord Krishna got me out of the situation: SRS Maharaj, out of his own will and initiative, turned to you whether I could serve in Hungary. So I went there, was there for three years, and returned to NZ to add the necessary extra years to qualify for state pension. As you know, I am getting my siksa in Hungary/from Hungary (because their systems have undergone a major overhaul). And taking siksa separate from diksa is bona fide in our sampradaya including ISKCON, i.e. that happened and happens.



Yes, the guru-disciple relationship is like a razor's edge, i.e. not easy whatsoever. What is your short years with Srila Prabhupada compared to our time? Gurudeva, you were 46 when I met you as a 28 y.o. What can possibly go wrong?? Anything and everything.



There is a revealing, unbiased youtube set of classes on the topic started by HH Bhakti Vikasa Swami entitled "Guru Issues". He is currently at Part2. He may go up to 20. 





Once again, thank you for your efforts in raising me in Krishna consciousness.

Thank you for sticking to preaching and the spreading of Krishna consciousness. Thank you for your communities; I especially liked The Loft on the Beach Road, Auckland premises. I considered it my baby. You gave me the task in 2004 to find a place for a new loft (plus a house for the brahmacaris' ashram and another for the soon-to-be-returning-from-Manchester, England ladies led by Guruvani). All at once! While working in a job! Those were the times! What a challenge!

 I didn't know that you gave the same Loft premises task to Hiranyangi mataji's husband. So the (in hindsight) very funny situation happened that the Beach Road landlord, Roger told me that how strange it was, another person was also interested in opening a yoga place and thus to become his tenant for his space advertised and available. So I had to connect the dots very fast and I rang you, Gurudeva. That is how I was given "exclusive right" to deal with Roger. And it was super quick, you acted like a speedy Gonzales :) :) O, we have soooo much history, Gurudeva. Thank you for engaging me in your service. Hare Krishna, happy Vyasa-puja day, from Mantramala.









            

        
            
                Mantriraja Dasa

                Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasapuja



When I meditate on your appearance, I think about the effect your presence, your actions and your instructions have had on my life and on that of countless others. 



The material world is such a dark place. A reality that has become more perceptible in the last 18 months. Your transparent dedication to the mission of Srila Prabhupada and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is a beacon of light in this darkness. Thank you for your relentless efforts to give Krishna to anyone and everyone, wherever you go.



The fact that I am still, somehow or other, engaged in devotional service is a testament to your mercy and that of your disciples. We may judge a tree by the sweetness of its fruits. Your disciples and well-wishers are some of the sweetest, most considerate and kind devotees that I know. Their generosity, sincerity and self-sacrifice is boundless. Thank you for placing me amongst such humble, yet fierce warriors of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's Sankirtan army. I will always strive to show my appreciation for them more and more. I pray that by your mercy I may always be engaged in their service and that I will be protected from the stupidity of offending them.



Now, I feel like a greedy, ungrateful beggar, who has been given so much and still asks for more despite inadequately reciprocating with what he has been granted. Please forgive me for all my shortcomings, my foolishness and my selfish pride. I'm sorry.



Although, I certainly do not deserve it, please give me your blessings that I may endeavour for another year and for the rest of my life to remain in the service of Krishna's devotees, to repay you for all that you have given me and to be a better disciple.



Your servant,

Mantriraja dasa



            

        
            
                Mayapur-lila devi dasi

                My Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my most humble obeisance in the dust of your lotus feet.

All glories to Sri Srimad Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada.



Very lucky to be your disciple.



Because of the language barrier, I can't quite understand your lecture. But your sonorous and forceful voice and your wise and funny teaching style can give me a lot of energy.



Although I don't have much time to socialize with you in person. But your teaching is still my way forward, and the guarantee to maintain my spiritual enthusiasm and confidence in Krishna.



Spiritual teacher, please brighten my eyes with the torch of knowledge, please use a drop of your kindness to make your servant humbler than a piece of grass, please give me the strength to bear all the sharpening, so that I no longer have the desire to get honor. Please use your earnest teachings to keep me enthusiastic and confident all the time.



Your humble servant.

Mayapur-lila Devi Dasi

            

        
            
                Meik (Wales)

                Hare Krsna Gurumaharaja,

please accept my humble obeisance!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories unto you at the most auspicious day of your appearance!



I have been struggling this year to find suitable words and praise to show and share my appreciation for all that you have done and you are continuously doing to enhance not only my life, but the life of many within the circle of your disciples, aspiring devotees and even "non-devotees".



When thinking of a friend or beloved, often what naturally happens is the spontaneous increase of form, quality and pastimes, which are rushing through the mind, as it is with things that we are attached/attracted too. In a similar way to my delight I have been thinking of many occasions in which you manifested expert guidance. Magnificent character. Strong leadership. Genuine care, affection and love. 



Here in Wales we found couple days ago a suitable day to come together and glorify you within and intimate circle to share and expand our appreciation to you. It became daunting to me, that the mentioned above is been a reoccurring reality of how much you have been effecting all of our lifes. 



I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart. As an aspiring servant of yours, receiving news of a potential zoom initiation in the near future, I am meditating deeply on my commitment to your lotus feet. Parents sometimes get glorified by the good behaviour of their children. Taking shelter at your lotus feet I am like a child who wants to enhance the glories of his spiritual father, by acting and being in a way, which makes the parent proud. 



So I am gradually and steadily increasing my capacity in service and sadhana (quality and quantity), as well as being a responsible, reliable and steady personality outside the ashrama. I understand, that all my efforts are only there to attract your mercy, which is the very source and sustenance of all good fortune, being a Guru directly connected to Krsna knowing the science of bhakti and expertly teaching it to others.



As it is stated in CC Madhya 8.128,



kibā vipra, kibā nyāsī, śūdra kene naya

yei kṛṣṇa-tattva-vettā, sei ‘guru’ haya



Translation

“Whether one is a brāhmaṇa, a sannyāsī or a śūdra — regardless of what he is — he can become a spiritual master if he knows the science of Kṛṣṇa.”



in which purport Prabhupada gives various references on the qualification of Guru by his qualities and the importance of being a Vaisnava especially.

I see those within you and therefore I feel confident about giving my life once and for all to you. Now that I get to know/experience more and what it actually takes, as the years go on - the appreciation of what you had to go through is mind boggling. The depth with which you have offered yourself to your Gurudeva, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in service and surrender is beyond my scope. I wish therefore to offer my heartfelt obeisance's again and again.



But a relationship is a two way stream. It came to mind, a verse I intended to learn a long time ago, which shall become my meditation as an offering to you about my role and responsibility. Prabhupada states in 8.28, purport, "Study of the Vedas is not meant for the recreation of armchair speculators, but for the formation of character."



Therefore is relate to SB 11.10.6,

 

amāny amatsaro dakṣo

nirmamo dṛḍha-sauhṛdaḥ

asatvaro ’rtha-jijñāsur

anasūyur amogha-vāk



Translation

The servant or disciple of the spiritual master should be free from false prestige, never considering himself to be the doer. He should be active and never lazy and should give up all sense of proprietorship over the objects of the senses, including his wife, children, home and society. He should be endowed with feelings of loving friendship toward the spiritual master and should never become deviated or bewildered. The servant or disciple should always desire advancement in spiritual understanding, should not envy anyone and should always avoid useless conversation.



The GBC makes the point, that to offer everything material to the spiritual master is the only way to bring about actual happiness. I therefore beg to never forget that.



A last point I desire to make is about the power and shelter I have received through remembering you and doing things like chanting on your behalf. I had many very tough times in my Bhakti carrier, where I was not entirely sure, if I am able to carry on, but I could never leave. I felt the impression that the philosophy, the devotees and You left on me were to strong. I was defeated and humbled on all sides. Remembering your character and sacrifice I felt again and again new enthusiasm and energy to carry on. Chanting at times was a horrific austerity, but turned into sweet ambrosia just by remembering you and doing it for you, knowing that you want me to carry on, no matter what. You are clearly my shelter to safely mature toward growing my faith and realization about Krsna. I hope that it is ok to write like that.



Please forgive, if anything mentioned here or outside or anything I have done been offensive and wrong.

I am just so grateful to have you as my spiritual master and I am aspiring to follow in your footsteps with increased sincerity and faith year after year.



Your grateful aspiring sevant,

Bhakta Meik 



            

        
            
                Mr Dinesh Kuna

                Hare Krishna Gurudev,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada, 

Please accept my humble obeisances on to your lotus feet,

Gurudev whenever I listen to your Vani. I always left with some instruction imprinted in my heart that some or other one day I should follow your Vani.

Whenever I was facing some spiritual troubles in my Krishna consciousness journey I would feel very unhappy but as soon as I listen to your lectures I used to get my solutions from your teachings which were very inspiring to me Gurudev

And the Quote you always use while delivering the lectures that “ NOTHING CAN COMPARE TO THE LIFE THAT SRILA PRABHUPADA HAS GIVEN TO US “ WHICH WAS VERY TOUCHING TO ME,

Gurudev whatever appreciation I have for  Gauranga Mahaprabhu and Nityananda its abousetly because of you Gurudev telling the glories and various pastimes which I have heard in Melbourne Mahaprabhu mandir Bhagavatam classes

And in the classes, you often mention that how material happiness works, and your instructions in the classes are like the stressbusters for this material life

When I was distributing your books searching for Vedic India and hiding in unnatural happiness to the western crowd at crown casino Melbourne that gave me the best experience in my life and this inspired me personally to distribute Srila Prabhupada books.





I was very much confused to choose the spiritual master, but his grace has given Srimad Bhagavatam class on 29 March 2021, which was on gaurpornima and Gurudev was explaining the CC Madhya Lila 1.203 verse and in that his grace was mentioning that you should beg and pray Gauranga Mahaprabhu for their mercy. And was explaining the translation.

“ ‘Let us submit one piece of information before You, dear Lord. It is not at all false but is full of meaning. It is this: If You are not merciful upon us, then it will be very, very difficult to find more suitable candidates for Your mercy.

As soon as I heard this verse from Gurudev I mediated the whole day and was asking Gauranga Mahaprabhu and Srila Prabhupada to reveal my spiritual master and later I came to the conclusion that Maharaj is my spiritual master

And on the auspicious day of Rama Navami, Even though I am a fool, Gurudev accepted me as his disciple.

And recently while coming to Canberra the amount of care you have taken is unforgettable, without your mercy I can’t even imagine where would I have been, and it’s horrible to think my Canberra life where I was badly missing Radha Vallabha and Melbourne devotees







Gurudev on this auspicious day of Vyasa puja I beg on to your lotus feet to bestow your causeless mercy on to this unfortunate soul to give some taste for chanting, reading, and hearing and distribute Srila Prabhupada's books. And give me your blessings to get the association of like-minded devotees and  life partner so that we can do bhakti together and be under your shelter and follow your divine instructions



I pray to guar-Nitai, Radha Vallabh, and Jagannath Baladeva Subhadra Devi to give you good health and long life so that can you can connect so many fallen souls like me to the parampara

Your insignificant servant

Dinesh 

            

        
            
                Mula Karana DD

                Nama om visnu-padaya krsna-presthaya bhu-tale

Srimate Devamrita-svamin iti namine



Pracare purva-daksyam ca

Bhaktacara-pravinata

Pararthatapi karunyam

Yasya sarve cate namah



My dear dear Gurudev,



Please accept my very most humble obeisances at your lotus feet!  All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!



Dear Gurudev,



I would like to take this opportunity to thank you again for your kindness and mercy!

“Titikṣavaḥ kāruṇikāḥ” –  This was the name of the ashram you gave us at Philadelphia PA. I still have such a long way to go, and I am just beginning to understand and realize a little bit what “ titiksavah karunikah” means. 

I have really learned so so so much from all these years here at Mantra Lounge and ashram.  

I realize more and more and more about what you had said “ ...krsna consciousness may be difficult, material life is impossible...”

I realize a little bit more that performing devotional service in the material life will always be challenging due to the nature of the material world and of this age of kali.  

I realize a little bit more that one can never expect to perform devotional service smoothly and easily in the material world.

I realize a little bit more that I should  continue and do my job and duty despite happy joyful times or inconvenient and difficult situations and I may feel bad, sad, angry, and frustrated.

I realize that life without Sri Krisna Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His devotees is pointless and meaningless.

And I realize that somehow or other in any situations I must take shelter of Him and His devotees.

During these years, we had many many challenges , difficulties, and bittersweet times...and we were able to assist you in serving Srila Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission in spreading Krsna Consciousness by distributing Srila Prabhupada's books and Krsna's prasadam to many many many individuals in Philadelphia.  

Mantra Lounge has made me a slightly better person and devotee!

“Titiksavah Karunikah” has helped me understand better what it means to be tolerant and merciful!

I read in a lecture prabhupada said that “..guru krpa, mercy of guru is mercy of Krsna.”

Dear dear Gurudev, thank you so very much for your mercy indeed!

Without your lotus feet, I wouldn't be where I am at now learning what it means to be krsna conscious, what it means to be a devotee of Krsna, and what it means to be a servant of the devotees.

I am forever grateful and indebted to you!

Thank you so much for everything, Gurudev!



YAS and daughter, MKDD







            

        
            
                Muni-cari dasa

                Nama om vishnu-padaya

krishna-presthaya bhu tale

srimate devamrita

svamin iti namine



pracare purva-daksyam ca

bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam

yasya sarve ca te namah





Dear Guru Maharaja





Please accept my humble obeisances,



All glories to Srila Prabhupada,



and all glories to you on this, the wonderful celebration of your Vyasa Puja!



Hare Krsna Guru Maharaja



In one sense, in a selfish way,  I could say that this COVID pandemic has been such a wonderful blessing. It has meant that you have been ‘locked down’ here in New Zealand. Although it has not facilitated me seeing you in person very much, it has been so nice knowing that you are close by.  And you have even stayed in my apartment a couple of times.  And apart from the occasional earthquake, tsunami and volcanic eruption maybe NZ is a safe-ish place to be locked down in at the moment.

 

I had one long time friend and regular yoga student of mine die of COVID. It was a grim reminder that there is no such thing as a safe place in the material world. She was so strong and healthy. Ironically enough she caught COVID while she was attending her mothers funeral, who also died of COVID. 



In a zoom class recently you explained that the only real cure to the ‘Pandemic of material existence’ is to read Srimad Bhagavatam. And even then you have to read it every day to get the full inoculation. You were not side tracking to possible cures for the virus, or diving into the bottomless well of conspiracy theories. But you just stuck to the tried and trusted, the most powerful cure to all problems, namely the books by your spiritual master. 



It's interesting as I am watching you on zoom. The place where we position the laptop has a framed picture of you behind it. A photo that was taken over 20 years ago. And you look just the same, or actually you look younger now to be honest. I know it's just my vision of your body but it's as if you are getting younger each year, Guru Maharaja. 



Of course you are wanting to get moving and start your exhausting travelling outreach schedule. The lockdowns and restrictions must be very frustrating to you. For as many decades as I have been alive you have travelled the globe in search of conditioned souls. Conditioned souls to whom you can give the mercy of Srila Prabhupada and the mercy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu.  Just as you gave that mercy to me so many years ago. And of course continue to do so all the time. I only hope that one day I can take full advantage of this mercy myself. And in some small way, follow in your footsteps and freely give this mercy to others. 



I must apologise here and say I am not doing much at the moment in terms of outreach or preaching.  Just trying to keep my own KC on track and keep my own foundations strong is my main focus.  I guess there are worse things I could do but still i want to one day assist you more in your tireless mission. 



Sruti-cari and I are hoping to develop the yoga teacher training into something that can give a lot of Krsna consciousness to others. This year's training showed us that it is possible but it has so much more potential we feel.  I missed your ‘in-person’ Vyasa puja last year because I was completing my 500hr advanced yoga teacher training, the qualification I require in order to continue training yoga teachers. So it seemed a worthy sacrifice. Running these trainings at Bhakti lounge has been financially lucrative for our center and made more people favourable to our teachings and path, and definitely we feel it will be a powerful way to give Krsna consciousness to others!





Begging to always get your direction and guidance, and the ability to serve you.



 Muni-cari dasa.



            

        
            
                Munjaranya dd

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Just like the small fish that dwell in the river water cannot know of the characteristics and activities of the giant sharks that dwell in the ocean, my heart predominated by acute impersonalism and materialistic vices cannot conceive of your transcendental activities and glories.



Yet the aquatics that dive and thrive in the depths of the ocean sometimes come to the surface. Similarly, pure devotees, always firmly situated in the transcendental realm, out of compassion extend themselves to the souls forlorn in the material realm. It is only by your mercy Gurudeva, that you allow us to know you, as you desire, for it is not possible for iron to know the quality of pure gold. On this most auspicious occasion of your appearance Gurudeva, I am begging for your mercy to glorify you to my best ability.



Gurudeva, my most sincere gratitude is to you for allowing me this rare gift of the opportunity to practise sadhana bhakti. Without being so engaged, I would be simply like the bellows of a blacksmith. By engaging our senses in the service of transcendental sense objects, you have given meaning and purpose to our lives. Your association brings us to life.



Sukadeva Goswami is glorified for enhancing the sweet flavor of the Bhagavatam by presenting it in a manner that appealed to his diverse audience. Following in the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada and the guru Parampara, you are an empowered preacher of the Bhagavatam. Your classes are like showers of nectar for our parched hearts. It is my misfortune that I am not able to absorb myself in the narration of the Bhagavatam like Pariksit Maharaja. Nonetheless, as much as mercy allows, I relish your presentation of different pastimes from the sastra. You present the overall picture and then you zoom in on a particular aspect, explaining its subtleties and nuances – which I have no access to in my own reading of the sastra. You draw the perfect philosophical understanding and explain how it applies to our practise of bhakti in the material world.



By such expert and ecstatic presentations, you spark interest in dull-brained jivas like myself, to approach sastra with increasing enthusiasm and submission. You give us nectar drops from varying Vaisnava literature, thus sowing the seeds of desire in our hearts to eagerly read these books. For example, your recent readings from Nectar of Devotion and Bhagavatamrta, have stimulated my desire to jump into them and now I am eagerly awaiting their turn on my reading list! Thank you Gurudeva!



Sukadeva Goswami is glorified as the “great sage who can enter the hearts of all”. Guruvdeva, by dint of your super excellent devotional service to the guru parampara, you are able to understand the atomic composition of the rebellious heart of the conditioned soul. You expertly expose the materialistic tendencies that contaminate our consciousness. In your transcendental association, I am beginning to realize that my life is not meant for eating, drinking and merry making. Receiving the Bhagavatam from a Bhagavata like yourself, I am starting to get a remote glimpse of the faulty foundations of my life.



As Sukadeva Goswami is enlivened with more and more Krishna katha, Gurudeva, your slogan is also more and more for Krishna! I see Bhagavad Gita 10.9 personified in you. Kathayantas ca mam nityam, tusyanti ca ramanti ca – You are blissed out glorifying Krishna and you know no end of glorifying Krishna. You are constantly thinking of how to give more and more to Krishna and how to get more and more jivas to give more and more selflessly to Krishna. You are always urging us on to be active and progressive in our bhakti.



Gurudeva, you exemplify perfect Vaisnava etiquette and relationships. Sometimes we have the rare fortune of witnessing your loving dealings with your Godbrothers. You are always eager to glorify their exalted qualities and service to Srila Prabhupada with great humility.



Gurudeva, you are the best rescue operation ever. Perfectly following in the footsteps of the predecessor Vaisnava acarayas, you just don’t pick us up and dump us in a refugee centre to fend for ourselves. Knowing that we are hopeless Kali yuga derelicts, you not only rescue us from the most degraded dingy conditions but also extend yourself and provide a complete rehabilitation facility with ashrams, mentors, association, and dynamic, curative engagement for our notorious senses. Thus, just like Sukadeva Goswami you present the Bhagavatam life in a perfect and systematic Bhakti package that is attractive and accessible to all types of people.



Gurudeva, your devotional service is the fuel for our bhakti boat. You are our motivation to stay on the boat, the capacity to oar the boat, and the intelligence to navigate this boat through dangerous samsara waters. You are our rescue captain and with a transcendental eye you watch for waves of maya that rock the ship and use the Paramatma GPS system to auto correct. You are also engaging us in the supreme auspicious work of helping others get on this boat. Thus, you are making it possible for us to avail the mercy of Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda.



Thank you Gurudeva for rescuing me and not giving up on me. I know that you shudder to think of what I would be doing if I wasn’t under your shelter and so do I. On this glorious day and forever, I am begging for your mercy to be able to appreciate this rare jewel of bhakti life that you have given me. I am praying for your mercy to have the privileged longing of becoming the eternal servant and a kukkura of your servants.



Aspiring to be of some service,

Munjaranya dd

            

        
            
                Nagaraja Nitai das

                

       Dearest Guru Maharaja, please accept my obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada.  Glories to you Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your appearance.  

	As aspiring devotees we are floating along in this ocean of material energy, and this past year has been a raging tempest, which is thrashing the waves high and low.  This raging storm appears never ending, and I wonder how we can stay afloat?  The answer as far as I can see is to take shelter of the spiritual master.  You, Guru Maharaja, are an anchor, a beaming ray of hope, and the competent captain of our ship.  By taking shelter of your lotus feet we may reach, in this lifetime or another, the other side of this unsettled dark material ocean.  

	This year you very mercifully gave me initiation.  I pray that I may never take your mercy for granted and never take this opportunity for granted.  Recently I have seen others fall away and take your mercy for granted.  While I personally don’t think that would happen to me—still the threat of this material world is very real and very dangerous.  Maya is fearsome and her glittering glare is sickly enchanting.  I pray that I may be able to think of you more often and think of your mercy and instructions more often.  Amidst Maya’s onslaught, when I somehow think of you Guru Maharaja, I feel comforted, alive, and happy.  

	In the sixth canto of Srimad Bhagavatam in the pastime of Daksha’s cursing Narada Muni, Srila Prabhupada explains that a preacher of Krsna Consciousness should not expect and easygoing life.  A devout preacher should push onward the expansion of this Hare Krsna movement in all circumstances and simultaneously expect trouble and opposition.  I love to preach and I can see the constant opposition that Srila Prabhupada teaches us to expect.  I wonder, how long can I go on attempting to preach before the pressure becomes too much and I give up?  The answer, I think, is that I can go on preaching till the very end of this body—so long as I follow in the footsteps of my Guru Maharaja and stay rigidly fixed to the path.  My Guru Maharaja is a fixed preacher who endures so much trouble that I can see in my tiny experience, what to speak of all the things I cannot see.  Only you Guru Maharaja can bless me and teach me to be such a fixed preaching instrument in the hands of Prabhupada and Lord Caitanya.  I humbly beg you to please empower me to follow in your footsteps.  

	Shortly before meeting devotees for the first time in this lifetime I became fond of a song that now, in retrospect, was expressing my yearning to follow a bona fide spiritual master.  The following are the lyrics that accurately express my heart then, and more so now that I have found my Guru Maharaja:





“You don't see the world the way I do.

Your eyes, they no longer search for truth

because you found it.

I don't feel used when I'm with you.

I don't feel abused when I am with you.



You're not out for blood,

You only want what's beautiful.

You're not out for blood,

You're in love with Truth.



I want my eyes to be like yours.

I want to know what defines my worth. Oh please, can you tell me?

I don't feel used when I'm with you.

I don't feel abused when I'm with you.



You're not out for blood,

You only want what's beautiful

You're not out for blood,

You're in love with Truth.

I wanna be someone more like you,

someone more like you.

I wanna be someone more like you,



I need you to teach me, teach me

teach me what you know



Is this what it's like to see through your eyes?

Is this what it's like to see?

I wanna be someone more like you,”



Your lowly servant,



Nagaraja Nitai das

            

        
            
                Nalinikant Das, Radha Padma DD & Krishna Kanta Devi Dasi

                namah om Vishnu-Padaya

Krishna-preshthaya&nbsp; bhutale

srimate Bir Krishna Goswami iti namine



nama om Vishnu-padaya

Krishna-preshthaya bhutale

srimate Devamrita Swami iti namine



namah om Vishnu-Padaya

Krishna-preshthaya&nbsp; bhutale

srimate Bhaktivedanta-Swamin iti namine



namas te saraswate deve

gaura-vani-pracharine

nirvishesha shunyavadi

pashchatya desha tarine



Dear Guru Maharaj 

Please accept our respectful obeisances 

All glories to Srila Prabhupad 



I would like to begin offering from great pastime of Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura. Once upon a time when jealous samartha bramhana along with king approached Kheturi to challenge Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura and upon hearing this news, 2 of his disciples took over 2 shopkeepers role in the market where bramhana party stopped by. Bramhan's servants came to buy pot and beetle nuts and Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura's disciples in the disguise of shopkeepers started speaking in Sanskrit then enter into argument and actually defeated them with their knowledge and devotion and servants reported their defeat to bramhana,&nbsp; who then came to see these two shop keepers and got defeated himself and found out that they are actually disciples of Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura and king along with bramhana flee away.



HH Devamrita Maharaj's dear disciples are flooding the New Zealand, Australia and elsewhere in the world participating in Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's Leela following in the footsteps of Acharyas with Sankirtan-&nbsp; distributing Srila Prabhupad's books,&nbsp; Transcendental Prasadam at Uni and other places, book table in City ,&nbsp; living in Ashram and practicing strict Sadhana and participating in Maharaj's Loft, Bhakti lounge and many such unique pastimes of Maharaj. Wherever you go- streets, malls, universities,&nbsp; temple- they are there serving Maharaj. They take us to Srila Prabhupad's original program started in New York saving so many souls. Most of Maharaj's disciples of Maharaj heard about Krishna in their late teens and came in contact with Maharaj and gave up their lives to spread Maharaj's mission to please Srila Prabhupad to bring more people to Krishna conciousness just as their Spiritual Father. This reminds me of Bowri, NY 26 Avenue, San Francisco.



Somehow Maharaj's disciples engaging our tiny family in Maharaj's service for our purification.&nbsp; Maharaj is very sweet Personality and same time strict, very practicle and very merciful. Maharaj comes from very opulent family and was a student at Yale University and he dedicated his entire life with full surrender to Srila Prabhupad and Krishna. Maharaj lives very simple, writing many books, bringing and cultivating so many souls in Bhakti in Nz, Australia, Europe,&nbsp; Usa and all around the world. 



Maharaj, wish you a very happy Vyas Puja&nbsp; to you and praying to merciful Srila Prabhupad,&nbsp; Guru Parampara,&nbsp; Radha Giridhari Bhagvan,&nbsp; Gaur Nitai, Giriraj, Jagganath Baladev Shubadra Mai to bless you with good health, long life in your service to Srila Prabhupad.



Maharaj I am sure I have committed offenses knowingly or unknowingly and begging you to forgive this foolish soul.



Always seeking your blessings specially on this auspicious day for sincerity in Bhakti and thank you very much Maharaj for engaging me and my family. 



Your eternal servants

Nalinikant Das 

Radha Padma DD

Krishna Kanta Devi Dasi 

Auckland New Zealand 

October 2021

            

        
            
                Nama Kirtana Das

                 Dear Guru Maharaj,



Please accept my humble obeisance at your lotus feet.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



I am so thank full to the devotees who I met at Melbourne Maha Prabhu Mandir where they introduced me to Iskcon and invited me to join Boat crouise. On the cruise I say you for the first time and after hearing your lectures and dancing in Kirtana I felt some sort of connection with you. I felt like I wanted to serve you and your mission. And because of your mercy you have connected me to the purampara and gave me the opportunity to serve the mission of Lord Gauranga. But, I am not utilising this rare opportunity so please bless me and engage me in your service.



I pray at lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha Vallabha for your good helth.

Thank you Guru Maharaj for your kindness on this fallen 

soul.



Your Humble Servant,

Nama Kirtana Das 





            

        
            
                Nanda gehini Devi Dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaja, 



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 



Let me express the endless gratitude for the spiritual knowledge that you share with all of us, for the love for Krsna that you carry in your heart. You are for me the best example of mastering the mind, speech and actions. Thanks to you we know and remember Krsna. Thank you very much for your kindness, patience and love for all of us. I wish you to be always healthy and happy, spiritually strong and in a good mood. 



With sincere love and deep respect, your disciple 

Nanda gehini Devi dasi.





            

        
            
                Nanda-Patni

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to your lotus feet on this most auspicious day.



Since I lack the ability to find a prayer that I can offer to you, I have selected a few that have resonated with me.&nbsp;



saḿsāra-dāvānala-līḍha-loka-

trāṇāya kāruṇya-ghanāghanatvam



As my spiritual master, by your mercy, you can extinguish my material desires, moreover, you know just what I need to feel completely satisfied in devotional service. You certainly are just like a merciful rain cloud who pours water over the dry desert of my heart, only to replenish it.



sākṣād-dharitvena samasta-śāstrair

uktas tathā bhāvyata eva sadbhiḥ



The spiritual master should be honoured as the representative of the Supreme - the Person of everyone's attraction and love. I won't even try to understand your relationship with Krishna, it will always be out of my depths. However, I pray that I can develop the faith that by trying to please you, Krishna will also be pleased.



In Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s Siksastaka I found this verse very applicable to my life: ceto-darpaṇa-mārjanaṁ bhava-mahā-dāvāgni-nirvāpaṇaṁ. Everyday you give me this instruction to apply: Increase my taste for hearing and chanting. This is the medicine, so I just need to keep taking it and the magic of Bhakti will take affect on my heart.



I've been also learning Sri Gaura Pada Padme which I find very sweet and soothing: śrī-kṛṣṇa-caitanya prabhu doyā koro more, tomā binā ke doyālu jagat-saḿsāre. Im particularly drawn to this mood of begging, even though I wouldn't know where to begin to develop this mood. However, I pray that I can follow your instruction: Give Krishna to those who don't know about Him. Thank you for encouraging me in sankirtana and cultivation, it's simply for my own growth and purification.&nbsp;



The second verse reads: hā hā prabhu nityānanda, premānanda sukhī, kṛpābalokana koro āmi boro duḥkhī. "My dear Lord Nityananda, You are always joyful in spiritual bliss. Since You always appear very happy, I have come to You because I am most unhappy. If You kindly put Your glance over me, then I may also become happy." Before Krishna brought you to me, I thought that I had myself together...(I still do). I thought that I could give myself to others but in reality what could I possibly give anyone? Because without your mercy, I have nothing. Please lift me out of my illusion Gurudeva.



Finally, this is a small poem that I wanted to offer to you.

You deserve so much more than this but here it is:



My solace



To my spiritual master

This offering I muster

My palms folded

My head lowered



Opening my eyes

To my surprise

Your bodily luster

Like diamonds in a cluster



His character sublime

Worth more than a dime

I'm searching to find

The words inside my mind



More than your ordinary teacher

He's God's preacher

To bear the burden of the lost souls - magnanimity

We can all agree in unanimity



This is only the beginning

By your mercy you're imprinting

Love within my heart

You graciously impart



As my voice begins to falter

You glance upon your spiritual grand-daughter



I pray to become your faithful and devoted servant Gurudeva.



Your aspiring disciple and spiritual granddaughter,&nbsp;



Nanda-Patni devi dasi

            

        
            
                Nandai

                Dear Guru Maharaja,



Thank you for letting me do service to you, like serving you lunch and breakfast.

Thank you for also letting me fill up you water jug and calling me sometimes when you need help. 

Thank you for saying silly jokes to make me laugh. 

I am grateful that you always stay in our house. 



HAPPY Birthday to you.



From Nandai

            

        
            
                Nandan

                Dear Gurudeva



Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and the great Acaryas that you represent with esteem.



I find it quite difficult to write anything of any substance at this moment in time. No words of mine can befit the glorification of a devotee of Lord Krsna such as yourself. Who am I? 



I pray that, just like the father who feeds his son who goes on to serve the father in older age, that you bless me by providing me the intelligence and mood to render the appropriate words to glorify you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja. Dadami buddhi yogam tam yena mam upayanti te. Guru krsna prasada paya, bhakti lata bija. 



Gurudeva, like a beacon on the coast guiding wayward ships in the stormy seas, you have been the beacon of light guiding me in these most difficult times in this material existence. Of course, many people will mention the ongoing pandemic, plummeting social and cultural values, destruction of the enivronment and increasing damage to the socioeconomic-construct as lines in the sand of a drastic transformation of material life on this planet. However, you have been the foremost in pointing out that there is nothing new under the sun. This is material existence. What are we to expect here? These apparently dystopian dramas playing before our eyes is simply the lifting of the curtain of Kali Yuga.  The signs were always there. 



Whether it was the increasing inequality, governmental mismanagement and breakdown in western social cohesion in the sixties or global warfare in the first half of the 20th century, the signs were always there. For some reason, having been born in times of supposed global peace and prosperity, I have been sleepwalking. I have ignorantly put my faith in the materialistic and atheistic systems currently in charge of governance for my eternal fulfilment and pleasure. I am most foolish. 



But you have been so patient with me Gurudeva. Like a father tolerating the erratic son you have always been there for me.  



You have seen it all before. All the societal problems, all the complications that we eternally bound souls face. You rise above all of this with perfection in simplicity. 



The simple teachings of Krsna that are necessary to address any issue we face are, as you aptly put in a radio interview with ABC in March 2019: 



“We are beyond the body and mind. We are beyond psychology and physiology. We are spiritual entities having a material experience.”



And there it is. There is the reason why the so-called happiness we experience is temporal. Karanam guna sangasya – our entanglement in the modes of material nature has sunken our ability to experience eternal fulfilment and pleasure. Thus we, the bound, ignorantly play with the material energy to obtain these mismatched goals and end up with all sorts of problems and crises. Such playing is an addiction, caused by a disease. The material disease.

 

The cure? Krsna bhakti. 



The physician? For me, His Holiness Devamrita Swami. 





I pray for your most secure shelter from the incessant modes of material nature. I pray that, in that shelter, I serve you utterly without any motivation or requirement of reciprocation (ahaituky apratihata yayatma suprasidati). I pray that being a small atom attached to your lotus feet, that I rise up above these stormy waters of material existence.



Your insignificant servant

Nandan 



            

        
            
                Nava-gauri dd

                Dear Gurudeva, please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



Last year I prayed to you that I may understand the actual value of what I’ve been given in this process of Bhakti and I wish I could write an offering this year, that shows that I did get a deeper understanding on this matter. Factually though I’m trying to quickly write something for your pleasure and glorification in the half hour I have in between my services, at the same time cursing the roster manager for giving me all this service and cursing myself for still being so lazy and not seeing the real value in this flood of devotional service.



There’s unlimited things to say for your glorification but because of my ignorance I can’t understand even a fragment of what you have done for the benefit of everyone in this world. 



There’s nothing I can personally offer you because I don’t have anything.



So today I just want to beg your blessings again that I can follow your instructions, support your mission, please you in some way so I can help others come home and my life doesn’t go in vain.



Your aspiring servant



Nava-gauri dd

            

        
            
                Navadvipa Vasi Das

                Nama Om Vishnu padaya

Kṛṣṇa-presthaya Bhutale

Srimate Devamrta Swami

Iti namine



Pracare purva-daksyam ca

Bhaktacara-pravinata

Pararthatapi karunyam

Yasya sarve ca te namah



Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to Your Lotus Feet.

All glories to you on this auspicious Vyasa-puja day



Over the past 2 year we have witnessed many things, from the death of millions to the collapse of a country. In such a burdensome time, I found myself listening to a lecture you made a few years ago ‘redefining success’. In it you speak about a materialistic axiom, ‘ the test of true happiness is the remembrance it leaves behind, however true happiness is that happiness which does not end is how can this be true?



Gurudev you talk about intergenerational tyranny, saying that the previous and even the current generation pass down or hold onto a false definition of success, they say that wealth is synonymous with happiness and that fame is the greatest achievement and equal to success, but if this were true then no rich man would suffer from depression and no celebrity would commit suicide. You give the analogy of the two birds, one is more and the other is better. We are told to believe that having one means that you instantly get the other, but in the real world this is rarely the case as many social studies have proven.



You have taught me that the highest standard of living is not lounging around in a mansion but rather doing my service unto the lord, you have shown not only me but millions of others the higher taste that Srila Prabupada talked about. 



In chapter 13 it is written how the body is the field of activity and one who knows and understands this is called ksetra-jna and by doing so separate themselves from the body and the material world realising that any happiness offered in this world is temporary and focus on devotional service unto the lord finding there ultimate happiness, although i am not a great enough devotee to be ksetra-jna you have taught me that all that one experience is much like a dream, although one may feel different emotions the experience itself is not real, all the happiness and distress is just a way to tangle yourself deeper into prakriti, real happiness can only be found in the loving devotion of the lord. Thank you gurudev for all you have done for us. Happy vyasa puja.



Navadvipa Vasi Das and Family



            

        
            
                Nicolaas Cowgill

                Dear Guru Maharaj please accept my most humble obeisance, all glories to you on this most auspicious day



I was born in the darkest ignorance, and you my spiritual master opened my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I offer my respectful obeisances unto you.



 Gurudev, thank you for giving us a real life outside of the mass consensual trance. 



Moving through the world you taking the mission of Srila Prabhupada as your life and soul are using every ounce of energy you have to give us and all others the opportunity to become free from this realm of death. My sincere prayer is to also take your instruction into my heart and assist you, altho I am held back by the garbage still in my heart I have faith attentive chanting will do the needful so I can one day be a valuable servant to you. 



Gurudev thank you for the community I've had the privilege to try to serve over the years, by your mercy I have been allowed to remain in the company of these devotees and without them I'd be dead in the water. 



It is a testament to your sublime character that so many amazing jivas are together manning the spiritual oasis you have painstaking created and nourished 



Please allow me to always Remain under your shelter and in the association of sincere devotees 



Your greatful servant 

Nandisvara das











            

        
            
                Niraj Kalra (Neeru)

                                                 Vyasa-Puja Offering



Namah Om Visnu Padaya Krishna Preshthaya Bhutle,

Srimate Devamrita Swami iti Naamine!

Pracare Poorva Daksham ca, Bhakta cara Praveenta,

Prarthatapi Karunyam, Yasya sarve ca te namah!!



Dear most Guru Maharaj,

Kindly accept my deepest and most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.



 I was feeling extremely nervous while writing down the Vyasa Puja offering for the most auspicious day of your appearance, because of thinking that how my contaminated words and emotions could appreciate the transcendental qualities of Sri Guru Maharaj. But, at the same time, I had a strong desire to express deep gratitude and glorify you from bottom of my heart. Then I mustered up the courage to pen down my heartfelt offering, by recognizing the fact, described in the scriptures, that just as contaminated food offered to Krishna is purified by offering to Him, in the same way, these offerings will get purified by your causeless mercy, O Reservoir of mercy. This realization soothed my heart. Then with the lowest level of my understanding about your qualities, I started unfolding the emotions of my heart, Dear spiritual father. I noticed the fact that attempting to glorify you my dear Gurudev, is the most fulfilling. No feeling can provide with such level of peace than glorifying the spiritual father, on this most auspicious day.



All glories to Sri Gurudev,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada, 

All glories to Guru Parampara. 





 

O Angel of boundless mercy,

Dear father, your mercy is not just limited to your children only. I can remember clearly when I received your mercy in form of two priceless instructions on 1st Dec 2019 when I got the opportunity to hear you personally at Sydney, Iskcon temple. The two instructions ‘you should be compassionate’ and ‘self-realization is the only solution’ were so hard for me to understand with the completely materialistic mind at that point in time. But, at the same time, these pure words penetrated straight to the deepest core of the heart that I could realize that I had received two very precious and beautiful jewels in the form of pure words, and I kept them hidden in some safe corner in my heart. Just like, as if someone gets something very precious, keeps in secure safe and confidential place in the chest and locks it, but he does not know where the keys are. After that incident, I could hear the pure words in my heart daily in the morning, with the impression in my heart that an angel all in white dress said these words. it continued, then I was once struggling with my mind on something and was not able to focus on chanting.  It was 21st Oct 2020. with all this disturbance I went to sleep, I received you in my dream and again all in white in the same appearance that had already been embedded in my heart since 1st Dec.  You smiled and said nothing. However, that pure transcendental smile made me realize that you were asking me to ignore my mind. That special transcendental smile was engraved upon my heart once again as one more priceless jewel. I was surprised to know later, that you never wore white, though I saw you in all white in the two pastimes. But I could not understand, due to my dumbness or stubbornness. A similar dream, I had on 14th Feb 2021, when one devotee in the temple suggested me to pray and beg in front of Sri Radha Gopinath to reveal me, my Spiritual Father. This is only your causeless mercy, dear Gurudev that you accepted me at your lotus feet, in spite of the presence of each kind of dirt in abundance in my heart. 





O spiritual Doctor, 

you are a multispecialty doctor, who analyses, diagnoses all kinds of socio-psychological problems of all communities of the world, treat them by motivating patients for taking the ultimate medicine. Not only this, you make the medicine available. Also, give guidelines and preventive measures with such heart-touching descriptions that anyone can develop the taste for taking the medicine regularly. Dear Gurudev, you cured my deeply concealed pride, false ego, and propensity to control material energy several times through your pure words and impactful instructions.



O spiritual teacher with unlimited nonmaterial intelligence,

Your spiritual intelligence gives insight and different dimensions to present and resolve all the socio-psychological problems with the concept of Bhakti Yoga. Guru Maharaj your Bhakti bhava is such a beautiful expression of bhakti. Each sentence soothes the deepest core of the heart. You teach the Krishna conscious philosophy in so practical ways that the innermost layers of the heart are stirred with overwhelm in spite of so much dirt fixed there. I never experienced such a level of pacification. The most special thing about Krishna consciousness which attracted me the most, artificial screen is not required, nor does it work, to hide contaminations or emotions, unlike in the material world.  The heart is pacified to the bottom.





O dear devotee of Krishna,

Dear father, Krishna is your property. You work with Krishna so collaboratively and confidentially to elevate living entities that the deepest emotions of your children reach your lotus feet so quickly. I am always so amazed to see that regardless of being spiritually inclined since your childhood and without undergoing blind ritualistic mentalities, you are aware of all the intricacies of ritualistic mentalities. Not only this, you transform them into spiritual form, howsoever deeply rooted they may be. Your transcendental laughter used in the service of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu fills joy and enthusiasm in everyone’s heart.





O dear son of Srila Prabhupada,

You understand the spiritual emotions of Srila Prabhupada so expertly that you interpret them in such a profound way that even language barriers could never stop you from taking his mission as your life and soul. Your love for Srila Prabhupada and his movement fills my heart with overwhelming and a different level of energy. 





O compassionate mentor,

Meditating on the profound meaning and following the instructions such as ‘satisfaction is a different box, all humans have extracting propensities, to do prescribed duties, to read Srila Prabhupada's books daily, let Japa manage your life, guidance, and association of the devotees is the real wealth of devotees, give Krishna to others and serve prasadam, have become my life and soul, Guru Maharaj. Your causeless mercy has been making my false and deeply fixed speculations about Krishna vacate the heart gradually.





O most loving father,

Extreme love and devotion for you are manifested in the form of enthusiasm for all devotional activities performed by our dear senior Godbrothers and sisters. Dear Gurumaharaj, they have received inherited qualities from your unlimited treasure of compassion, mercy, love, and care. These precious jewels are displayed in form of their all-time available guidance. I Thank you so much, Gurudev for providing me with such a loving and supportive God family. I never deserved this precious gift. Only a loving father can ignore limitless impurities. How can I express immense gratitude through insignificant words, Gurudev? 



  It is very painful to wind up my offering and glorifying you dear Gurudev as I am realizing that I could not even touch one drop of the ocean of your unlimited qualities. 



  Dear Gurudev, aspiring to be at your lotus feet and be your submissive and amenable lowly daughter. Pleading for your mercy, I am begging you: Kindly bestow your mercy so that my heart always feels unlimited gratitude and humility for devotees, while deeply buried pride and false ego, can never win over. Also, I hear the holy name clearly, never forget your words and use this insignificant life in your service and contribute to your mission. If you so desire, dear Gurudev.

I beg the Lord to keep you in the best of your health so that you always keep on relishing fulfilling the desires of Srila Prabhupada and Gauranga.



Hare Krishna.

Aspiring to be the dust of your lotus feet

Neeru









            

        
            
                Niraj Kalra(Neeru)

                                                                 Vyasa Puja Offering



Namah Om Visnu Padaya Krishna Preshthaya Bhutle,

Srimate Devamrita Swami iti Naamine!

Pracare Poorva Daksham ca, Bhakta cara Praveenta,

Prarthatapi Karunyam, Yasya sarve ca te namah!!



Dear most Guru Maharaj,

Kindly accept my deepest and most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.



 I was feeling extremely nervous while writing down the Vyasa Puja offering for the most auspicious day of your appearance, because of thinking that how my contaminated words and emotions could appreciate the transcendental qualities of Sri Guru Maharaj. But, at the same time, I had a strong desire to express deep gratitude and glorify you from bottom of my heart. Then I mustered up the courage to pen down my heartfelt offering, by recognizing the fact, described in the scriptures, that just as contaminated food offered to Krishna is purified by offering to Him, in the same way, these offerings will get purified by your causeless mercy, O Reservoir of mercy. This realization soothed my heart. Then with the lowest level of my understanding about your qualities, I started unfolding the emotions of my heart, Dear spiritual father. I noticed the fact that attempting to glorify you my dear Gurudev, is the most fulfilling. No feeling can provide with such level of peace than glorifying the spiritual father, on this most auspicious day.

All glories to Sri Gurudev,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada, 

All glories to Guru Parampara. 





O Angel of boundless mercy,

Dear father, your mercy is not just limited to your children only. I can remember clearly when I received your mercy in form of two priceless instructions on 1st Dec 2019, when I got the opportunity to hear you personally at Sydney, Iskcon temple. The two instructions ‘you should be compassionate’ and ‘self-realization is the only solution’ were so hard for me to understand with a completely materialistic mind at that point in time. But, at the same time, these pure words penetrated straight to the deepest core of the heart that I could realize that I had received two very precious and beautiful jewels in the form of pure words, and I kept them hidden in some safe corner of my heart. Just like, as if someone gets something very precious, keeps in secure safe and confidential place in the chest and locks it, but he does not know where the keys are. After that incident, I could hear the pure words in my heart daily in the morning, with the impression in my heart that an angel all in white dress said these words. it continued, then I was once struggling with my mind on something and was not able to focus on chanting.  It was 21st Oct 2020. with all this disturbance I went to sleep, I received you in my dream and again all in white in the same appearance that had already been embedded in my heart since 1st Dec.  You smiled and said nothing. However, that pure transcendental smile made me realize that you were asking me to ignore my mind. That special transcendental smile was engraved upon my heart once again as one more priceless jewel. I was surprised to know later, that you never wore white, though I saw you in all white in the two pastimes. But I could not understand, due to my dumbness or stubbornness. A similar dream, I had on 14th Feb,2021, when one devotee in the temple suggested me to pray and beg in front of Sri Sri Radha Gopinath to reveal me, my Spiritual Father. This is only your causeless mercy, dear Gurudev that you accepted me at your lotus feet, in spite of the presence of each kind of dirt in abundance in my heart. 





O spiritual Doctor, 

you are a multispecialty doctor, who analyses, diagnoses all kinds of socio-psychological problems of all communities of the world, treat them by motivating patients for taking the ultimate medicine. Not only this, you make the medicine available. Also, give guidelines and preventive measures with such heart-touching descriptions that anyone can develop the taste for taking the medicine regularly. Dear Gurudev, you cured my deeply concealed pride, false ego, and propensity to control material energy several times through your pure words and impactful instructions.





O spiritual teacher with unlimited nonmaterial intelligence,

Your spiritual intelligence gives insight and different dimensions to present and resolve all the socio-psychological problems with the concept of Bhakti Yoga. Guru Maharaj your Bhakti bhava is such a beautiful expression of bhakti. Each sentence soothes the deepest core of the heart. You teach the Krishna conscious philosophy in so practical ways that the innermost layers of the heart are stirred with overwhelm in spite of so much dirt fixed there. I never experienced such a level of pacification. The most special thing about Krishna consciousness which attracted me the most, artificial screen is not required, nor does it work, to hide contaminations or emotions, unlike in the material world.  The heart is pacified to the bottom.





O dear devotee of Krishna,

Dear father, Krishna is your property. You work with Krishna so collaboratively and confidentially to elevate living entities that the deepest emotions of your children reach your lotus feet so quickly. I am always so amazed to see that regardless of being spiritually inclined since your childhood and without undergoing blind ritualistic mentalities, you are aware of all the intricacies of ritualistic mentalities. Not only this, you transform them into spiritual form, howsoever deeply rooted they may be. Your transcendental laughter used in the service of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu fills joy and enthusiasm in everyone’s heart.





O dear son of Srila Prabhupada,

You understand the spiritual emotions of Srila Prabhupada so expertly that you interpret them in such a profound way that even language barriers could never stop you from taking his mission as your life and soul. Your love for Srila Prabhupada and his movement fills my heart with overwhelming and a different level of energy. 





O compassionate mentor,

Meditating on the profound meaning and following the instructions such as ‘satisfaction is a different box, all humans have extracting propensities, to do prescribed duties, to read Srila Prabhupada's books daily, let Japa manage your life, guidance, and association of the devotees is the real wealth of devotees, give Krishna to others and serve prasadam, have become my life and soul, Guru Maharaj. Your causeless mercy has been making my false and deeply fixed speculations about Krishna vacate the heart gradually.





O most loving father,

Extreme love and devotion for you are manifested in the form of enthusiasm for all devotional activities performed by our dear senior Godbrothers and sisters. Dear Gurumaharaj, they have received inherited qualities from your unlimited treasure of compassion, mercy, love, and care. These precious jewels are displayed in form of their all-time available guidance. I Thank you so much, Gurudev for providing me with such a loving and supportive God family. I never deserved this precious gift. Only a loving father can ignore limitless impurities. How can I express immense gratitude through insignificant words, Gurudev? 



It is very painful to wind up my offering and glorifying you dear Gurudev as I am realizing that I could not even touch one drop of the ocean of your unlimited qualities. 



Dear Gurudev, aspiring to be at your lotus feet and be your submissive and amenable lowly daughter. Pleading for your mercy, I am begging you:

Kindly bestow your mercy so that my heart always feels unlimited gratitude and humility for devotees, while deeply buried pride and false ego, can never win over. Also, I hear the holy name clearly, never forget your words and use this insignificant life in your service and contribute to your mission. If you so desire, dear Gurudev. I beg the Lord to keep you in the best of your health so that you always keep on relishing fulfilling the desires of Srila Prabhupada and Gauranga.



Hare Krishna.

Aspiring to be the dust of your lotus feet,







            

        
            
                Nisha Abrol

                nama om vishnu padaya Krishna prasthaya bhutale

srimate Devamrita swamin iti namine



pracare purva-daksyam ca

bhaktacara-pravinta

pararthatapi karunyam

yasya sarve ca te namah



Dear Guru Maharaja,



On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet.

All glories to your divine grace. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 



Dear Gurudeva, I am completely unworthy and most fallen, desiring only your causeless mercy to be bestowed upon me. I pray to Sri Sri Radha Vallabha to give you a healthy and long life. 



I am not very good at writing poems but trying to express my gratitude and feelings through the following words:



My life is incomplete without you



Your glories and status are very high 

To express them I am feeling very shy

You are full of mercy and compassion 

Delivering the souls full of sins and depression.



Your hands raised on me to always bless

Taking me out of material grief and stress

My Koti Koti dandavats to those feet refined

You are full of mercy, compassion, and very kind



This pandemic has been full of big realizations

I grew spiritually with your lots of virtual associations

I am reading Bhagavad Gita and attending sessions online

By receiving an opportunity to cook for you I was on cloud nine.



Thanks a ton for saving me from the ocean of nescience

I won’t be drowning anymore with your assurance and reliance

Chanting, preaching, and distributing books you love

You are fulfilling your Master’s will beyond and above



Hey Gurudeva, O my spiritual father,

I am surrendering fully unto your lotus feet

Without your mercy and love, my life is incomplete.

My life is incomplete………………



Please keep showering your love and mercy upon me and my family.



Hare Krishna!



Your daughter,

Nisha Abrol





            

        
            
                Nishtha

                nama om vishnu-padaya 

krishna-preshthaya bhu-tale 

srimate Devamrita Swami 

iti namine 



nama om vishnu-padaya 

krishna-preshthaya 

bhu-tale 

srimate bhaktivedanta-swamin 

iti namine 



namas te saraswate deve 

gaura-vani-pracharine 

nirvishesha shunyavadi 

pashchatya desha tarine





Dear Devamrita Maharaj

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you!!!!





Wishing you a very happy Vyasa Puja!!!!





Thank you for kindly taking me under your wing with your causeless mercy, like a father giving shelter to his daughter, and for showering me with so much mercy, inspiration, and encouragement, through your personal association, classes, and outreach programs. From the bottom of my heart, this all truly means a lot to me- beyond words or anything I can do can express. 



You gently, tolerantly, and patiently manage my childish mistakes and random quirks in a positive manner, turning them in to a comedy scene and sweet memories for me. Your kindness and mercy towards me touches and fills my heart with a lot of happiness and gratitude towards you.



Your classes are always so sweet, nectar-filled and well-structured. You present philosophy and Krishna’s pastimes with His devotees in a way such that the mind can be captivated, at least for that period of time, even after lifetimes of drowning in material existence.



With your blessings I hope I will always be pleasing to you and your mission to Srila Prabhupada.





Your aspiring servant and daughter,

Nishtha







            

        
            
                Nitia Lila Devi dasi (Natalia Veryasova)

                Dear Guru Maharaj 



  Please accept my most humble obeisances unto your divine lotus feet.  I am trying to compose my Vyasa-puja offering, 



There is lockdown everywhere, and no one is be able to go to the temple to see the Deities and worship THem, but Lord Sri Caitanya Mahäprabhu  gave us the process of chanting Krishna's  holy names. 



I have the feeling that I am incapable to realize the mercy of Lord Caitanya, and that I am also incapable to understand "what is what" and "who is who" in this terrible and aggressive world. Please accept my gratitude for you being the guide of Srila Prabhupada and Lord Krishna’s grace in your instructions, lectures and festival seminars. You are giving me Krshna Consciousness very generously. Once a comparison came to my mind: you shared with me and the others with your personal pious karma and your opportunities, instead of livng a comfortable life. You acquired a lot of Lord Caitanya's mercy, and simply gave this mercy to all of us. I must admit that I am not able to perceive the whole meaning and nuances of your lectures and instructions by listening only once. And this encourages me to relisten to your lectures over and over again. And then some amazing realization came to me: the most important is to involve emotions in the process of devotional service. It means that while chanting I need to see all my hopes and expectations for happiness on the emotional level rather than just understand them intellectually. 



On this path, I still have a lot of problems, but I realized that I must put all my strength and capabilities into this. Thank you, Maharaj, for giving me this difficult (and at the same time simple) technology of this complex process. 



  



I also had to honestly face the truth and realize that the reason for my obstacles in chanting the Holy Name is that I expect an improvement in my karmic situation through chanting the Holy Names of the Lord. Due to such distortion of reality that formidable obstacles arise in spiritual life. In one of the Black Sea seminars you explain how repeating these three words Hare, Krishna and Rama can help and how not to slip into an insult of the Holy Name (to consider the chanting of the Holy Names of the Lord as pious karmic activities) and at the same time to consider the chanting of the Holy Names as the only point of support in life. But you also explain that one cannot freeze in such a state of mind, but there should be a supplication to Nama Prabhu as the lover whom I cheated on with a request to restore the relationship. In one of your lectures, you illustrate how Hiranyakasipu wanted to conduct a scientific experiment - to see how the Lord would come to help Prahlada Maharaja. And I realized that this is a call to me to become a participant in this amazing experiment in order to see how Lord Caitanya comes personally to help me and to solve all my problems. Of course, all the problems of life are my karma, but thanks to your instructions, the realization comes that the most protected position in life is when you surrender to the chanting of the Holy Names in the association of devotees. I remember how once in St. Petersburg you glorified one of your sincere disciples and showed that true wealth is the joyful relationships and warmth in the heart towards the devotees. Thus, you have shown how to properly seek protection in the society of devotees. Also, the events of recent months gave me confidence that my spiritual brothers and sisters are ready to help and sincerely worry about me when I lose the strength to fulfill my spiritual vows. Your lectures are very practical and also have a lot of simple mother-like emothons. They reliably protect me from the whole avalanche of advice from psychologists, coaches and everyone who promises "easy material happiness" 



That is why I am sure that your instractions are the best for my life path. 



 



Your srevant Nitia Lila Devi dasi (Saint Petersberg) 



 

            

        
            
                Nitya-priya dd

                Dearest Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



An Ocean of Endless Mercy

We often hear that the spiritual master is an ocean of endless mercy but until we taste this mercy they are just words. I have known you now Guru Maharaja for almost 15 years and I have experienced the sweetness of your mercy and much more. You have a sharp intellect, quick wit, a clear understanding of what you want and how things should be done. But above all else you have provided for me a stable role model that kindly but firmly encourages me in my spiritual life and growth. You remain my stable and rock-like source of inspiration, direction and guidance. I miss serving you more directly, but I am mature enough to know that it is not just about the vapu and that I can focus on the vani. I have no shortage of instructions and personal guidance over the years to draw on. 



There is no doubt that your are a powerful preacher and from the moment I met you at your University of Toronto lecture on Spiritual Economics my life as I knew it was over. I was yours and you lite the flame of my Krishna Consciousness once again. I don’t know for certain exactly how the spiritual master and disciple relationship works or why I have such a strong love for you but it was immediate and I know it is real to the depth of which I can’t explain and isn’t easily understood by others with more material consciousness. 



It is also true that I owe a debt to you and your spiritual master Srila Prabhupada that I will never be able to repay… what do you give to someone that has given you this most precious jewel of Krishna Consciousness and who possess it already with such great wealth? I have attempted to serve you and give you some of my miserly life and with each service I have learned, grown and healed a little bit more. I stand in front of you today bowing down at your lotus feet ready to serve you once more with a sincere and hopefully more clean heart. I will continue to beg for your mercy, guidance and opportunities to serve you lifetime after lifetime. You are such an amazing example of what I aspire to become, full of compassion, a powerful preacher, dynamic, very intelligent, and independently thoughtful. You don't live your Krishna Consciousness in a box and you encourage your disciples to do the same... dynamic, well-balanced and powerful role-models and preachers. You are a true gentleman and a testament to your spiritual master His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Srila Prabhupada. Thank you Gurudeva for all that you have given and done for me over this short life-time. I am undeserving and amazed by your consistent care and kindness.



Your aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,

Nitya-priya dd



            

        
            
                Nrkesari das

                Dear gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to you and all glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Bhaktivinod Thakur said you can judge the stature of a vaisnava by the amount of conditioned souls that he can bring back to Krsna‘s Lotus Feet. In English there is saying that the fruit of a tree does not fall far from the trunk and that you can judge the expertise of a teacher by the expertise of his students. 



The best of all teachers declared:



’sādhu-saṅga’, ‘sādhu-saṅga’—sarva-śāstre kaya

lava-mātra sādhu-saṅge sarva-siddhi haya



"The verdict of all revealed scriptures is that by even a moment's association with a pure devotee, one can attain all success.“



Prabhupada was an exalted vaisnava, a fruitful branch of the Caitanya tree, it’s distributor and acarya - an expert teacher.



He had the power to transform tens of thousands of individuals by his personal association and millions of millions more through the power of his books.



The Vedas enjoin: 



yasya deve parā bhaktir

yathā deve tathā gurau

tasyaite kathitā hy arthāḥ

prakāśante mahātmanaḥ



"If one has unflinching faith in the Supreme Lord and the spiritual master, the essence of all Vedic knowledge is revealed to him.“ 

(Śvetāśvatara Upaniṣad 6.23)



So in the same way do you Gurudeva imbibe the qualities of Srila Prabhupada. You are always busy distributing the over ripe fruits of Love for Krsna. We can see that in many ways - for example in your last travel to Australia during the pandemic. Despite the risks and austerities you said: „For Krsna‘s service it‘a a joy.“ 



I am struck with wonder and amazed how through out your entire life you put away all personal consideration and fully immersed yourself in the mission of Srila Prabhupada and the desire of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu to distribute ecstatic love for Krsna. 



What amazes me even more is how you are able to infuse this consciousness to your disciples. I could witness with my own eyes for example in my time in Melbourne and especially in my short time in Cardiff. I heard many devotees commenting this is the mood and the life of the early days. I heard them say the same about their experience of the recharge festival in New Zealand which I unfortunately could not yet attend. 



All glories to you on this auspicious occasion of your vyasa-puja, all glories to Sri Krsnas Sankirtan Movement. This unworthy servant of you prays to also play a role in this Cosmic Inauguration and to increase the dancing of the panca-tattva.



Your unworthy servant

Nrkesari das

            

        
            
                Oliver Castell

                Dear Devamrita Swami,



I pray that you will accept my humble obeisance's.



Somehow or other, my wife, son and I have been blessed by the Supreme Lord Krishna, who has sent your holiness to be our spiritual master. We are completely struck with wonder by the mercy and love that emanate from you. We feel so insignificant and unworthy of your blessings, and are eternally indebted to yourself and Srila Prabhupada, who are so kindly keeping us safe from this wretched existence, which we regret choosing as our so called home. How foolish we are for forgetting Krishna.



I personally feel as though from the minute I was introduced to you and heard the wisdom emanating from your mouth (via youtube) you were silently there in the back ground, waiting patiently for my lowly self to come to my senses and realize that the guide and love I was unconsciously desperate for was right in front of me. I regret that I am so deeply absorbed in illusion that I could not beg for your mercy sooner. Please forgive me.



Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for accepting us as your disciples. We will make mistakes, but promise to always serve the mission of the parampara as directed by you to the best of our ability.  



Your aspiring servant,



Oliver. 



  





            

        
            
                Oliver troude

                Dear Devamrita Swami,



Please accept my humble obeisances.



All glories to Srila Prabhupāda and all glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyāsa Puja.



From the little though invaluable association I have had with you my faith in Krishna consciousness has increased and hearing from you in both your outreach classes and morning classes I have become inspired to be enthusiastic, determined and eager progress in Krishna conciousness so I can simply thank you, feeling indebted towards you.



Your ability to explain the science of Krishna in such a clear, easy to accept manner shining light both on the ridiculousness of material existence and simultaneously on the beauty and attraction of devotional service are a great indication of your realisation. Furthermore, from hearing your classes, the sensitivity you show towards different types of people who inquire from you show your genuine care and compassion which is supported by your practical instructions and guidance that you readily give.



I recall a time you were visiting Wales during Gaura Purnima (2019 I believe) and you questioned the audience about things that might be stopping them in progressing in Krishna Consciousness. Your proceeded to kindly dismantle everyone's doubts meanwhile establishing the inconvieveable mercy of lord Chaitanya after which the whole atmosphere was instilled with faith. 



Your classes inspire to make chanting the main dish, or the primary, most important thing in our life and further encourage us to read Srila Prabhupāda's books regularly in order to develop a real taste in hearing, chanting and progressing in devotional service - in the association of devotees. 



Thus you are surely representing Srila Prabhupāda by your genuine care and capability to give Krishna consciousness to others. 



I pray that I may be able to please you in my activities, and sincerely follow your guidance and instructions. 



Your aspiring servant,

Bhakta Oli 







            

        
            
                Pandava bandhava dasa

                Dear Guru-Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisancess. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



You are great example for all of us in so many ways, but one thing that I would like to highlight is your strong desire to please Srila Prabhupada. You sacrificed everything for the mission of your Spiritual Master and even risked your life. This is hard to imagine in our contemporary society where out feeble attempts for spirituality are often frustrated by strong desires for gain and safety. 



You are extremely intelligent but your scholarly abilities did not make you proud, you remained a humble servant of your Guru. This reminds me about the mood of the asta-sakhis: each of them is qualified to be a yuthesvari on her own, but they prefer instead to be part of Srimati Radharani’s camp, relishing the rarest privilege of being her closest servants and dear most friends.



With your elevated qualities, symptoms of you pure devotion, you are attracting many people. You don’t use this to your own advantage, however, but instead guide your followers to the lotus feet of Krishna. 



I want to thank you for everything you did and are doing for me. Thank you that you have faith in me, although I am not qualified and thank you that you see a potential in me that I am not aware of. Thank you that you encourage me to advance in devotional service. 



Your servant,



Pandava bandhava dasa 



            

        
            
                Para-dharma Devi Dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my respectful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 



saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastrair



and authorities confirm that the spiritual master is endowed with the qualities of Hari. Like the Supreme Personality of Godhead by His glance impregnates material nature with live, my live is sustained by your instructions and appearance. 



I thank you for the situation I find myself in. I thank you for your mercy that I chant the maha mantra, have devotees’ association, and service opportunities. It all feels like a miracle, like a touch of the Chintamani stone. 



Thank you for your inconceivable qualities and potencies. 



I continue begging for your mercy to remain under your guidance. As the dirt in the heart cleanses away I hope to become more instrumental in your service. 



Your servant,

Para-dharma Devi Dasi

            

        
            
                Prakash Ramadoss; Thenmozhi Arumugham

                Hare Krsna Guru Maharaj,



Please accept our humble obeisance!

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasapuja!!!



Thank you so much for giving us shelter and accepting us as your servants.





As Narottama Dasa Thakura sings,



  “ei-bāro karuṇā koro vaiṣṇava gosāñi

&nbsp;  patita-pāvana tomā bine keho nāi”



O Vaisnava Goswami, please be merciful to me now.

There is no one except you who can purify the fallen souls.





We pray to&nbsp;you (patita-pāvana) to shower your mercy on us (fallen souls) so we can receive the seed of the creeper of devotional service (bhakti-latā-bīja) in our heart and serve you better.





Recently we cherished one of your lectures on SB 5.18.8



  "oṁ namo bhagavate narasiṁhāya namas tejas-tejase āvir-āvirbhava vajra- 

  nakha 

  vajra-daṁṣṭra karmāśayān randhaya randhaya tamo grasa grasa oṁ svāhā; 

  abhayam abhayam ātmani bhūyiṣṭhā oṁ kṣraum."



I offer my respectful obeisances unto Lord Nṛsiṁhadeva, the source of all power. O my Lord who possess nails and teeth just like thunderbolts, kindly vanquish our demon like desires for fruitive activity in this material world. Please appear in our hearts and drive away our ignorance so that by Your mercy we may become fearless in the struggle for existence in this material world.





We pray to You and Lord Narashima Dev to drive away our ignorance and shower mercy on us to improve our Krsna Consciousness.



We always get the answers to all our pondering questions and the problems via your lectures.





 "tumi kṛpā kori', śraddhā-bindu diyā,

 deho' kṛṣṇa-nāma-dhane"



Please bless us by giving us just one drop of faith so we can obtain the great treasure of the holy name of Krsna.





Thank you Guru Maharaj, we always beg for your mercy and compassion to provide faith to us to become your humble servant.

            

        
            
                Prema-lahari devi dasi

                Hare Krsna dearest Gurudeva,



Please accept my respectful obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to You, the pure servant of the servant of the servant.



Servant of the servant you ask us to be

In your eyes that’s how you see us to be

Either now or in the future that’s your vision

All your disciples assisting your mission



To give everyone the opportunity to take shelter

Under Lord Caitanya’s spiritual umbrella

It won’t save you materially but will save your soul

From the metempsychosis of this mortal world



Martya loka that’s where we’re fixed

In the middle where happiness and distress are mixed



The mercy of maya you often remind us

Makes you forget the suffering and place your trust

In the glimmer of happiness she offers us through

carvita carvananam chewing the chewed



Gurudeva you’re expert in showing us the nature of the world

Your examples and analogies range from simple to bold:



A fly landing on some well honeyed toast 

Landing with delight but getting at most 

A sweet taste before panic kicks in -he knows he’s stuck

Poor little fly is fresh out of luck.



He just wanted to taste, what’s wrong with that?

Material desires aren’t innocent, they come with a catch.

This point you repeat time and again

I wonder when will it penetrate my thick brain?



Another example you gave recently

About trying to enjoy in a place of uncertainty:

It’s like someones holding a gun at your head

Saying “Go on, be happy! Don’t worry that you’ll soon be dead!”



Gurudeva your expertise in explaining 

Shows how deeply you’ve been meditating

On the intensity of praksepatmika sakti

So you advise: Grab that thing known as material happiness and see!



Analyse it thoroughly “get under the bonnet”

You’ll see there really is no good in it.

You deeply consider how to save us from 

The illusory happiness sucking us down



You know that with strong intelligence we’ll survive

So you tell us -read 2 hours a day, at least try!

Read ‘till Srila Prabhupadas purports of devotion

Pour from your mouth, nose and ears with emotion



Every devotee needs the experience

Of depending on Srimad Bhagavatam’s excellence

To get us through tough times (and normal times too)

Without Srimad Bhagavatam we’re nothing it’s true



Gurudeva, you meditate on how to convince us to simply

Chant Hare Krishna and be happy.

You’re so glad when devotees are concerned

With overcoming obstacles in chanting their rounds



You advise “be a beggar” chant with that mood

Deepen your relationship with Nama Prabhu

Attentive chanting and attentive service

Feed into each other; that’s how to increase.



“Servant of the servant” it would seem

Is your deepest meditations general theme.

You scheme to serve devotees of the present, future and past

You serve, give advice and true care that will last.



You’ve set up communities of loving devotees

Who’s fuel is serving you to the highest degree

Pleasing you is their life and soul 

It’s a wondrous miracle to behold



The miracle is your care, your love and support

Like Lord Caitanya gave to Haridas Thakur

You told us of Haridas Thakur’s glorious leaving his body

You made it so real, like you’d been there watching 



The Lord’s lotus feet on his chest, with his final breath

He cried Sri Krishna Caitanya and met his exalted death

You tell us to learn to see through hearing

And it’s so easy when you’re the one speaking



I’m bound by ignorance but long to be free

To properly hear the message you’re trying to tell me

The proof of the hearing is in the application

When will I fully apply your instruction?



I pray to you on this auspicious day

Of your divine appearance (Hooray!)

That your disciples dedication, purity and love

Will rub off on me and I’ll fully enter the hub 

Of service to you and our parampara’s mission

Expanding and deepening Mahaprabhu’s network of devotion.



Please Gurudeva take away my ignorance

And allow me to serve you with perseverance

I pray to become your useful tool

Rather than a useless fool



Your aspiring servant and spiritual daughter,

Prema lahari devi dasi

            

        
            
                Premdham das

                Dear Guru Maharaj,



On this very auspicious day of your divine appearance, I wish you a good health. You are amazing soldier of the Prabhupada's army who has started all-out attack on the maya. 

You are bold and courageous soldier, who roared fearlessly - preaching the divine message of Lord Krishna. You're a devote discipline of your guru. 

You're unshakable. Who preached to the most dangerous place on the planet? And, who can stop you, who has taken shelter of Krishna and blessed by his almighty Spiritual Master.



Actually, my words won't be enough to do justice to convey my gratitude of the wonderful gift that you've given me.

I still remember the first time I heard your lecture in one of the leading technical college in Melbourne and I was so impressed by clarity of your thoughts, material knowledge and strong conviction on health pessimism on material endeavour. 

There you encouraged youngster to lead a meaningful life. To me you appeared to a guru with a serenity of the ageless wisdom. But the very next day I heard your morning SB class there you spoke about Krishna’s pastime and there you relishing it like a 5 year old. I doubted if I'm seeing the same person whom I saw just one day before.

Dear Maharaj, as you know Madhurya dham is a fantastic cook and I’m equally horrible server. I remember when you mercifully accepted our invitation to honour prasadam at our place. Only few months in the ISKCON and Maharaj and HG Aniruddha Pr, the Melbourne temple president came to our home to honour the prasadam. I got so much lost in my own world that instead to keeping an eye on what to serve, I sat. Then finally Maharaj has to say, “Is there any chappati left.” At that time I quickly learned the prayers to offer bhoja and so that we could serve you. 

It is said when the student is ready teacher arrives. This is so true. You entered my life and transformed by life. Till date, I couldn't fathom to the priceless gift that I got from you. Because each day, I came to realize that how merciful and tolerant you were with this useless soul.



Dear Guru Maharaj, just after few months I got the lucky chance to attend your Retreat in the farm. Melbourne weather is very rough. It has got bone chilling cold in the city and much harsher on the farm. Since there are only limited numbers of rooms and Maharaj don't want to give any unnecessary inconvenience to the new comer thus instead of having proper accommodation for yourself, you’ve decided to stay in the hut, which is very much open to the outside atmosphere were you got very bad cold. Thus, making sure you gave the new youngster a better experience. You are ready to take any level of sacrifices and pain to serve in the Prabhupada's mission. That day I learned little bit about you.

Since we left Melbourne, we've gone through our share of material suffering but association of the devotees have kept us afloat and miraculously saved us from so many difficulties. I know it is because of your mercy that we could somehow continue with the process of bhakti.



On another occasion when you were surrounded by so many youngsters who wanted to have your darshan and talk to you at that time I thought not to bother you and take your precious time. So, I decided to stay far and was relishing how others were getting your association. But from the far distance you spotted me and ushered me to come close. And then you smeared the "Ganga Jal" from his bottle on my head. That day, I realized that no matter where I'm and what I do, you as my father will always care me, love me and look after for my complete wellbeing.

On this day, I beg that please be patient and merciful as you've always been and ignore all our shortcoming as you've done till now. I'm so fallen that I don't even know how to ask for forgiveness and or how to seek your blessing. Only your causeless mercy is my only hope. 

Your aspiring servant

Premdham das.



            

        
            
                Priyanka Mittal

                Hare Krishna Gurudeva



Please accept my humble obeisances.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



All glories to you.



I pray to Krishna that you remain in good health and continue your preaching activities with great vigour.



You are always reminding us like a loving spiritual father that we should take our chanting seriously, go to bed by 9 pm so we are well rested and ready to connect with Krishna in the early morning hours, read Srila Prabhupada's books every day, cherish association of devotees and give Krishna to others. I know that by simply following these instructions my life will be perfect. I beg you humbly to please continue to shower your mercy upon me so I can become steady in following your instructions and perfect myself in this lifetime.



Your servant

Priyanka

            

        
            
                Purnananda devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance!





It has been very inspiring that at this time, even during the lockdown you give us so much of your time. Your eloquent classes have been frequent and always pick us up out of our mire. You also give us ample opportunity for questions, which help us all in our purification and understanding. Thank you bringing the pastimes of the Lord and His associates to life. When you share these pastimes with us everything becomes clear and bright. 



tasya tvaṁ tamaso ’ndhasya

duṣpārasyādya pāragam

sac-cakṣur janmanām ante

labdhaṁ me tvad-anugrahāt



“Your Lordship is my only means of getting out of this darkest region of ignorance because You are my transcendental eye, which, by Your mercy only, I have attained after many, many births.” S.B.  3.25.8



Srila Prabhupada explains in the purport to this verse that this verse indicates the relationship between the spiritual master and the disciple. You certainly give us the vision to see out of the mire of the darkness of ignorance and through your instructions and talks about Krishna you take us to the side of freedom and light. When you describe and explain the shastra to us it as if a window opens up to the spiritual reality that is not so easily accessible otherwise.



The thing that has most stood out for me in your classes is the focus. The focus on the loving exchanges between the devotees and the Lord and how we should aspire to this in our dealings. You recently said in one of your classes that bhakti is all about relationships – “relationships with the shastra, relationships with the maha-mantra, relationships with the spiritual master, relationships with the deity, relationships with the association of devotees and also relationships with abhaktas, those who are non-devotees.” Your example of compassion and personalism in all these kinds of relationships is inspirational.



You find time to give so much to others, yet you are engaged in so many positions of spiritual leadership with disciples all over the world. I cannot conceive how you do what you do. And yet you are always there for me, unfailingly. That is very humbling for me. Thank you for continually saving me, Gurudeva, by your words, your kirtana and your instructions. I am truly grateful for your instruction, care and guidance.



Before I had the good fortunate of having your association I was composing music that was the equivalent to taking the audience on a sonic tour through Pātālaloka and my life was going nowhere fast. It is only by your mercy that the music I am now composing is able to give people an opportunity to hear about Krishna. In an early darshan with you I consulted you about completing a doctorate in music composition, which I had started not long before meeting your disciples. I did not want to go through with it after experiencing the nectar of the Bhakti Lounge. I wanted to completely immerse myself in the bliss of ashram and Bhakti Lounge life. “Finish it” you said, “Everything can be used in Krishna’s service.” I could not understand, but now I thank you deeply for helping me to engage my propensities in devotional service. 



“When one wants to cross a large ocean, he requires a strong boat. It is said that this human form of life is a good boat by which one can cross the ocean of nescience. In the human form of life one can obtain the guidance of a good navigator, the spiritual master. One also gets a favorable wind by the mercy of Kṛṣṇa, and that wind is the instructions of Kṛṣṇa. The human body is the boat, the instructions of Lord Kṛṣṇa are the favorable winds, and the spiritual master is the navigator. The spiritual master knows well how to adjust the sails to catch the winds favorably and steer the boat to its destination.”



-	Purport to S.B. 4.23.28



I pray that I can always stay under the shelter of your navigation so that I can stay on course and utilise my time in energies in a way that will be most pleasing to you.



You have given me everything dear Gurudeva – the Hare Krishna mantra, the Bhagavad Gita, Srimad Bhagavatam and Caitanya Caritamrita, the glorious association of devotees, the shelter of Nandini ashram, the opportunity for service, the mentorship of Karuna-purna devi dasi, Khadiravana devi dasi and Krishnaloka devi dasi, the Bhakti Lounge, your knowledge, your example, and your instructions, which I hold close to my heart.



So I hope that I can increase so that I can do more for you in your mission in helping to connect others to the magnanimous tree of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s sankirtana movement. I hope by your mercy that I am able to mature in my understanding of devotional service, become genuine in my relations, purify my motives and open my eyes to the light of your service. 



I hope to express my gratitude eternally by always being engaged in your service, life after life. 



Your servant and daughter,

Purnananda devi dasi









            

        
            
                Quynh (Queenie) Nguyen

                Dear Guru Maharaja,



Please accept my most respectful obeisances unto your lotus feet.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Let me begin this offering by meditating on your causeless mercy. Without your mercy, I am nothing except a bag of blood and bones, passing a life like any other living creature in this universe. What is the use of living a life without Krishna consciousness, except for a matter of changing bodies? I am forever indebted to you, Guru Maharaja, for engaging me, purifying me, guiding me on the process, and giving me the intelligence so that I can come closer to Krishna.



My dear Guru Maharaja, this past year, you have never neglected me even once. You responded to every single email that I wrote to you, every matter that I found myself in difficulty. Your emails are always succinct, full of compassion, encouragement, appreciation, and loving guidance. Although they may appear very simple, I wonder when I would be able to fully understand them, let alone execute what you have instructed. Where would I be without your mercy?



Since I was in touch with your lotus feet, it has been countless times that you have internally and externally helped me overcome many obstacles, so I could continue practicing Krishna consciousness. Each time we discussed my struggles, I felt as if you had immediately taken away the burden and empowered me to stay fixed in Krishna consciousness, make the right decision, and overcome the seemingly unbearable pain due to my strong attachment to the material energy. It fills me up with tears reflecting on your loving exchange from the first time I wrote to you. I got a glimpse of your empowerment after every time I tried to follow your words, from moving and staying in the ashram, chanting attentively, engaging in humble service, appreciating devotees, and more. I realized that the more I try to follow your instructions, the stronger I become to continue my humble service. Your mercy has put me in touch with Krishna consciousness, and not just me, but my friends and my family members also share the benefit. Where would I be without your mercy?



Thanks to your expert guidance, I have sensed a glimpse of the potency of your instructions and the empowerment that comes along with them. I pray that I will always put your words in my heart and make them my life and soul.



Dear Guru Maharaja, if I ever have any taste at all for the Holy names, if I ever get a tiny bit of attraction for Their Lordships, it is all thanks to your causeless mercy. I have no qualifications to render any service, let alone embark on this journey home back to Godhead. Thanks to your blessings and prayers, I have gained the inconceivable strength to surpass difficult times, stay steadfast in my humble service, and begin to realize who Krishna is. Where would I be without your mercy, Guru Maharaja? You have shined the lamp that dissipates my ignorance, but still, foolishly, day by day, I am trapped in the same ignorance that you have put the effort to remove.



In one of the recent emails you responded, you expressed that you were happy to hear I was happy here at Gita Nagari. I feel a sense of embarrassment reading that sentence, overwhelmed by your love and compassion, but embarrassed. This insignificant entity, day by day trying to enjoy this material world, how could she even deserve your attention? Day by day, you meditate on Srila Prabhupada's lotus feet. You are anxious about pushing his mission forward while I am here, happy and trying to enjoy my senses. Does it even matter, Guru Maharaja, whether I am happy or not? You have taken so much anxiety away from my side. When will I be able to take on some of your anxieties, Gurudeva? Although your anxieties are transcendental, I wish that I could develop your mood to become a better servant, so I can carry some of the heavyweight you are taking for Srila Prabhupada's pleasure.



May you be kind towards me, Guru Maharaja. When will I be able to surrender to you? When will I give up my stubborn false ego and wholeheartedly let you do the needful to purify this contaminated consciousness so I can better assist you in serving Srila Prabhupada's mission, regardless of how insignificant I am?



Whatever can be done, whatever is needed to fulfill Srila Prabhupada's desires, whatever is needed for Krishna's services, please let them be my heart and soul. My mind and senses are deeply contaminated, so I welcome the pain it takes, Guru Maharaja, as long as I can come closer to your lotus feet. I just pray for your mercy, that you will empower me with spiritual strength, so I will be able to overcome all the obstacles and stay fixed in your service to Their Lordships.



Dear Guru Maharaja, on this auspicious day of your presence on Earth, I pray that as you take away the material anxieties from my heart, I'm begging you, please replace them with your spiritual anxieties to fulfill Srila Prabhupada's mission. As you take away my material desires to enjoy this material world, please, Gurudeva, please replace them with spiritual desires so I can better please you and your devotees, follow your instructions, and become a better servant. Please help me remember and deepen my consciousness that without your guidance, without your mercy, I can not make the smallest progress to even begin to understand Krishna and my constitutional identity.



From my side, I will try my best to engage in the process and purify myself. The only offering I can make at the moment is to be proactive in this lifetime, and hopefully, by my insignificant effort, I can reduce some of the burdens on your part to help me revive my constitutional position as a servitor of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krishna. 



I may say big words, but I pray that one day, soon, my words will become my actions. I pray for your causeless mercy!



I sincerely offer my most humble and grateful obeisances unto you, my aspiring spiritual master, Devamrita Swami.



Your lowly servant,

Queenie Nguyen.

            

        
            
                Radha Ananda devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva. Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasapuja.



 It is unfortunate that this year we are not able to celebrate your Vyasapuja ceremony with you in person, luckily we can at least relish your association online.



 A lot has happened in the world since your last year's celebration. Wherever you go, whoever you met, on every news, on every social media, the whole globe is just immersed in the topic of the coronavirus pandemic. Even devotees are getting sidetracked by this topic. But only pure devotees like you Gurudeva fully understand what is the real danger we should all worry about. The virus of material disease that circulates inside our blood undetected by fools of today's age.



 Recently when  I was reading The symptoms of Kali-yuga chapter from the twelve canto of Srimad Bhagavatam I was thinking to myself that it is scary to think about how intense and degrading is kali yuga going to get. With all the terrible stuff that is already happening in the world, I could not believe that we are actually just at the beginning of this degradation. I was also thinking how fortunate I am that I have got a shelter of a pure devotee like you Gurudeva who is here to save me from this hellish future.



 Unfortunately despite all that is happening now and despite knowing about all that is going to happen in the future of kali yuga I still have a very strong sense of attachment to this material realm and a strong sense of enjoyment mentality.



 Therefore Gurudeva I beg you to please help me to elevate my consciousness, please help me to realize that my body is the real lockdown for my soul and my identification with this flesh is my real virus. Please give me a taste for Bhakti, for serving Lord Caitanya's mission, I no longer want to serve Maya.

Without your mercy Gurudeva there never will be hope for me.



 I know that the only gift I can give on this most auspicious day of your Vyasapuja is my promise that I will chant more attentively, serve devotees nicely, follow your instructions and share Krishna consciousness with others. I promise to you that I will try my sincere best to do so.



 Thank you again for tolerating me,

Your servant Radha Ananda Devi Dasi

            

        
            
                Radha Madhupati Devi Dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaj,



Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja!



I feel like time is running very fast during this pandemic. Everybody is in lock down and facing strict restrictions. I look at this situation and observe that people are fighting back for their freedom only so that they can enjoy this material world through sense gratification. Due to their ignorance, they are waiting for the material situation to return to “normal” because they don’t understand the reality of material nature. 



As you often say, we have to look at this material world through eyes of Shastra; this is very true Guru Maharaj. I feel very fortunate being in Krishna Consciousness and possessing transcendental knowledge knowing that the material world is nothing but <i>“duḥkhālayam aśāśvatam”</i>. Even after having all the material opulence in the world no one can actually be happy here. 

In reading your book Perfect Escape, in which you have beautifully described the conversation between Jada Bharata and King Rahugana, I was able to understand the real identity of the living entity.



As my body is getting old, I realise how important it is to completely stay surrendered to Lord Krishna and adhere to the path of Bhakti at all times in life. I am presently reading Srimad Bhagavatam and I just finished Canto 8 and I am requesting you to please give me your blessings so that I can finish the entire Bhagavatam and as well as the Chaitanya Caritamrita in this present lifetime. I am inspired by Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s instructions to read Srimad Bhagavatam and constantly chant the names of Hari so that we will definitely receive Krishna Prema.



I was fortunate to have your personal association earlier this year during your Sydney visit. I want to thank you for lifting our spirit through your beautiful lectures and giving us association through your vani. You always nicely guide us in how to overcome difficult situations in the world, in using our time wisely to focus on our sadhana by chanting more attentive rounds and in focussing on studying Srila Prabhupada’s books. I always remember when you said we should have “<i>trishna</i> for Krishna!”.



As per your instruction to give Krishna to everyone, recently I tried to contact a few of my old school friends in India to tell them how important it is to follow the Bhakti path and be Krishna Conscious. With Lord Krishna’s mercy they are all gradually making progress in Krishna Consciousness by chanting, reading the Bhagavad Gita and doing Tulasi Puja. I am slowly realising that as Krishna’s devotee, it is my prime duty to tell everyone about Krishna in pursuance of Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s orders <i>“yāre dekha, tāre kaha 'kṛṣṇa'-upadeśa”</i>.



I thank you for accepting me as your disciple and giving me the opportunity to serve you and the Guru Parampara. I thank you for your blessings, loving attention and guidance not only to me and my son Sriman Nrsimha, but also to my whole family including Rohan and my husband. As per your guidance, both Rohan and my husband Arun are regularly hearing Srimad Bhagavatam. Please shower your mercy on all of us so that together we can make progress.



I pray to Lord Nrsimhadeva to always protect you, and I pray to Sri Radha Gopinath to keep you in good health so that you can continue serving Srila Prabhupada for many more years through your worldwide preaching to help fallen souls to take Krishna Consciousness and go back to Godhead.



Your humble servant, 

Radha Madhupati Devi Dasi



            

        
            
                Radha Mohan das

                Dearest Gurumaharaj,



Please accept my most humble obeisances at the dust of your Lotus Feet. All glories to you. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa-puja, I pray for your continued good health and ever-increasing mercy so that many more undeserving souls like me can come in contact with the gift of Krishna Consciousness that Srila Prabhupada brought for this whole world. 



Due to the pandemic, I have been missing the greatest fortune to get your personal darshan at the Gita Nagari Dham every summer, arranged by your causeless mercy. However, it was a treat to get your virtual darshan on multiple Global Zoom calls organized for the Bhadra Purnima campaigns. Thank you for sharing and inspiring all of us with the most electrifying and heart-melting Prabhupada Katha glorifying Book Distribution as our Family Business. 



For your pleasure, on this auspicious occasion, I wanted to gratefully share that Team Toronto smashed their goal of 175 SB sets by distributing 236 sets for this year's Bhadra Purnima campaign, setting a new record. I feel most fortunate to be part of the winning team in Toronto, and I wanted to offer 100% results of this success at your Lotus Feet. 



Please forgive me Gurumaharaj for all my inadequacies in fulfilling your instructions. Despite all my disqualifications, I shamelessly stand outside your door begging for your causeless mercy, which is my only hope and shelter in this life. I pray that in all future lives, I can remain worthy of your Divine mercy so that I will also have a chance to become Krishna Conscious in one of those lives. 



Your worthless servant,

Radha Mohan das

Toronto Canada

            

        
            
                Radha Prasada devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada

All glories to you on this most auspicious day, your Vyasa Puja.



This year marks the occasion that for half my life I’ve been fortunate enough to have your shelter and guidance.  Where has this time gone? I can’t believe how fast life is flying by.  Its interesting to realise that I used to think anyone over 40 years old was ancient. Now my husband is over 40 and I’m fast approaching that age too.  It honestly feels like within a blink of an eye we were in our teens and now here we are.  I used to lament that I came to Bhakti too late in my life.  At just 19 I thought I’d missed the boat.  I’d exhausted myself subscribing to the materialistic way of life.  Partying too hard - living far from the standard of civilised life.  How grateful I am that you scooped us up and transformed our lives.  How grateful and indebted I am to you for all these years.  The adventures, the challenges, the struggles - it’s all been worth it!



The simplicity and beauty of Bhakti being woven into every facet of our lives every single day.  How blessed we truely all are.  When I first started practising I felt like such an outsider, like I didn’t belong.  It all felt so foreign to me and the struggle was real.  But your love and guidance changed everything for me.  I’ll never forget the kindness and care you showed us in these early years and for everything you continue to do now.  It blows me away the care you bestow upon everyone.  You really are investing so much time and energy into helping us wayward souls find our way back to Krsna.  



The path of Bhakti is like riding along a train track, one side of the track is our enthusiasm and determination and the other is made up of the spiritual master’s and Krsna’s mercy.  



All elements are needed for the Bhakti express train to steam ahead.  Our life choices and decisions alter the course of our direction and propel us forward to the destination in which we wish to attain.  It’s a personalised approach.  Intention and action are key.   Once in a lecture you mentioned how impersonalism is the default position in the material world.  It really got me thinking and questioning how often this Impersonal mindset can creep into my life.  The danger of how mechanically we begin to function when we disconnect ourselves from Krsna.



A few months ago on a trip with you the word came that another lockdown was upon us.  The plans we had made had been derailed but you weren’t the slightest bit fazed by this.  Instead you smiled and said “ah disruptions, disruptions, that’s the nature of this material world.”  You were teaching us by your very example how to navigate this material world.  Disruptions and perplexities will always come but chanting and remembering Krsna is always possible.  



Just like an ordinary train conductor travels to various locations with the train to ensure the safe arrival of the cargo and passengers.  You are the transcendental conductor of our Bhakti express train.  You are mercifully accompanying us on this journey in life to guide, care and instruct us how to have a safe passage through this rocky terrain of material existence.  



The stoker is the person who puts the coal into the fire of the steam engine which causes the train to move.  Similarly we are like the stoker.  It’s up to us how much coal we want to put on the bhakti fire to get things cranking and moving.  Its up to us how much effort and endeavour we want to dedicate to this mission.  Working with coal can be a messy affair.  The black soot, the heat from the fire, the fatigue from the constant attention and effort.  Sometimes while working away we can forget to look up and see how far we have come.  The true jewel of remaining dedicated to the practice of Bhakti can seem to fade into the background when we are faced with our own inadequacies head on.  We see things come up that have been lurking in the depths of our hearts and minds that we didn’t even know existed, the anarthas that we didn’t even realise were there. How intensely the false ego pushes us.  But then the saintly conductor, you dear Gurudeva comes along and checks in to see how we are doing, makes suggestions and gives guidance to improve our service and with renewed enthusiasm we get back to tackle the task at hand.  



I would be lost without you Gurudeva.  If it weren’t for you my Bhakti train would have gone way off course and no doubt derailed and ended up as a complete train wreck.



Thank you for keeping me on course and chugging along.  I’m eternally grateful and indebted to you.



I pray and beg, please always allow me to remain in the fire of devotional service.  To always endeavour to continue to work on burning up the stock pile of coal of anarthas I continue to carry around with me and to forever remain at the shelter of your lotus feet.



Your indebted servant and spiritual daughter,



Radha Prasada devi dasi



            

        
            
                Radhika Prasad Das (Sydney)

                Hare Krishna Gurudev,

Happy Vyasapooja day, please accept my humble respects at your feet.



I will never be able to thankyou enough for encouraging me to read Srimad Bhagavatam almost 10 years ago now, an instruction which has now become my food and blood. I have completely fallen in love with Srimad Bhagavatam, and that is the greatest favour that I will never be able to repay.



Thankyou, thankyou, thankyou !



Humbly

Radhika Prasad







            

        
            
                Radhika-bhava devi dasi

                Dearest Gurudeva, 



Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you!



How can one thank their guru enough? How can one properly put into words a pure devotee's glories? I often think this. Thank you for reading through this attempt.



You are so courageous, humble and selfless. You are going for the high hanging, mostly unripe fruits of the wild west and transforming their lives. This is obviously because you are so loyal and affectionate to Srila Prabhupada. Otherwise why would you? What a task! 

There is so much for you to do to get one to the stage where they can just chant! You strategically work around whatever self destructive mental blocks people come up with and are the most expert, encouraging and empathetic teacher. Your preaching is phenomenal.



You are actually living bhakti. You have deep realisation on how we are all Krishna’s parts and parcel. That we are His energy. You teach us how to properly instate this back where it belongs and stop stealing it for our useless, futile and vain attempts to control and enjoy. Then we can become happy! You are such a pure Vaisnava just wanting to see others happy.



I thought from the moment I met you. “Wow, he is seeing the real me”. This shook me. You see me. For me. Not this costume. And you continue to shake me with your groundbreaking classes, warm smiles, stern looks and wonderful sense of humour. Shaking me to wake up. Please don’t give up on me. I hope to wake up from my self centred dream one day. 



Thank you for recognising my nature, caring for me and plugging me into service. Because you have done this for me I have been reflecting on my own approach when noticing differences in devotees:

“The essence of devotional service must be taken into consideration, and not the outward paraphernalia” Caitanya Caritamrita Madhya lila 23.105 purport. 

I pray for the vision to see the bhakti and not taint a devotee's endeavour with a mundane material view. 



Becoming your spiritual daughter has been my greatest accomplishment. Thank you for your patience, tolerance and oceanic heart. Thank you for exposing the naked truth of material life and the beauty of the spiritual life awaiting us.



Your forever grateful servant, 

Radhika-bhava devi dasi



            

        
            
                Rahul Ramchandani

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisances 



All glories to Srila Prabhupada



I hope you are keeping well, on this very auspicious day I would like to sincerely offer my obeisances and ask for your mercy and blessings to move forward in the path of Bhakti. I am a great admirer of your enthusiasm to preach the message of Lord Sri Krishna to everyone out there. Starting from 2020 the world has not experienced such a great time and so have the devotees because of temple lockdowns and not able to associate with each other. But to help us all You have accepted to take the platform of zoom and giving all of us all over the world the opportunity to hear from You about the divine pastimes of Lord Sri Krishna. It takes a lot of effort to preach and manage so many different things, I see that how our temple brahmacaris are so busy with so many different services, I can only imagine how busy You must be with so many devotees to take care of and also working on numerous projects which make more devotees. Yet You are taking out the time to answer our questions and give us Your valuable association. Not only that but also taking out the time to personally reply to our emails as some of us may want to discuss things in confidence as opposed to in public. You are taking so much effort to correct us where we are wrong, being patient just like how a father waits for their children whilst they play with their sand castles on the beach (analogy from Prabhupada lecture) and supporting us in every possible way to enhance our progress towards Krishna. 

I would once again like to thank You for your valuable guidance in the process of Bhakti yoga and would like to apologise for any mistakes I made in this offering or otherwise.

Your aspiring servant

Rahul

            

        
            
                Ramai Sonthalia

                Hare Krishna Maharaja.

I wish you a very happy Vyasa Puja.



D - Dear to Krishna

E - Enthusiastic 

V - Very nice

A - Always at the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada 

M - May you always come back to Melbourne 

R - Refreshing our consciousness in the Lord

I - I like the Kirtans you sing to us

T - Telling stories about Krishna

A - Always smiling and friendly to me



S - Sankirtan is one of your favourite things

W - Wanting to go to the spiritual world

A - A very good devotee

M - Making sure that I chant Hare Krishna

I - I like it when we cook for you



From your servant Ramai

            

        
            
                Rāseśvarī devi dasi

                Dearest Gurudeva, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance day. 



I’m thankful for this opportunity to take the time to glorify you. Although I may not wholeheartedly express what you deserve, I’m hoping this may accelerate my relationship with you as my spiritual master. 



Your qualities overwhelm me and I don’t know how to capture what I can appreciate most. But my recent reflections seemed charged with your preaching capacities and devotee care. 



Gurudeva, your character is so full that you are able to reach out to such a diversity of devotees. Sometimes I observe your online zoom participants and the variety of persons you have connected to. And ultimately, connected them to Krishna. Most recently, I witnessed your personal preaching when explaining to little Dinanath that he was once in the “tummy” of his mother to explain a deeper point of bhakti philosophy. So simply put but yet it exemplifies your capacity to preach profound Krishna Katha to the level needed for each devotee. You match creativity and expertise together in all your preaching efforts. 



Another layer of your preaching is the capacity to make the philosophy of bhakti relevant to the current state of a dwindling society. I feel comforted, as your disciple, knowing that you’re up to date with all the news, tragedies, statistics, and any information that runs in-between. Your lectures give everything needed to navigate this existence. Your classes are layered with wit, wisdom, and yet also transcendentally poetic. Hearing you speak is like receiving a complete meal; an opportunity to relish all flavours of a real spiritual existence.



A reflection I’ve had (once again) while trying to piece together my appreciation for you is your incredible dedication to devotee care. I’ve mentioned this before in my offerings to you because this community is saturated with caring for one another. Yet, I still feel your loving guidance through all these devotees as they’re so dedicated to pleasing you. I’m unaware, and unbelievably unconscious, of what has gone on behind the scenes for this community to take shape but I know that I wouldn’t be practicing without the devotees that you’ve cared for. 



Gurudeva, I thought of you when recently reading ‘Nectar of Devotion' - as you’ve been encouraging in your recent classes. 



“Let us offer our respectful obeisances to all the great devotees and ācāryas (holy teachers), who are compared with sharks in the great ocean of nectar and who do not care for the various rivers of liberation… The sharks who dwell in the ocean do not care for the rivers which are gliding down into it. The devotees eternally live in the ocean of devotional service, and they do not care for the rivers” (NOD Introduction) 



You can be justly compared to the sharks in the great ocean of nectar as you move through this existence seemingly untouched and unafraid of Maya’s waves of threats. I’ve personally felt like the little fishes that attach themselves to the sharks; feeding off your greatness in the ocean of devotional service. I'm reliant on your mercy. I apologise that I don’t understand my position as a bottom feeder just yet - so I thank you for your patience and kindness. 



On this most auspicious day of your appearance, I’m hoping to take advantage of your mercy. I pray that I can hold myself together so that I can be the disciple you would like me to be. Because your vision is so merciful, I pray that I can accept how you see my true reality; as a servant of Krishna. I pray that I can keep true to your instructions. I pray that I may stop my destructive tendencies and stop dodging your mercy.



Gurudeva, I have no desire to be fearless and bold in my services but you lift the standards of my existence and I’m hoping to follow in your guidance. I feel hopeless but I know that I can’t call this life hopeless - because I am now committing to your service. I’m praying for the faith that you will take me back to Godhead, as I know that I’m the only one falling short in this relationship. You’ve already invested so much, and I’m yet to take it. 



I’m feeling much gratitude for the opportunity to be your disciple. I’ve felt such an unexplainable change since my initiation so I thank you for taking the burdens of my sinful life as your labour of love. You’ve pieced my life together (both materially and spiritually) through your personal association, the community you maintain, and the culture of devotee care that you’ve established. Only by your instructions and guidance that I am feeling determination to make this my last birth. 



I pray that now my budding spiritual life can grow into something worthwhile to offer at your lotus feet. 



Aspiring to be a grateful disciple and a sincere spiritual daughter,

Rāseśvarī devi dasi 

            

        
            
                Rasikananda das

                Hare Krishna Maharaj

Please accept my humble obeisances

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada

All Glories to you and your exemplary service to Srila Prabhupada.



Maharaj your glories are unlimited and i have no hope of even scratching the surface of the deep ocean of your divine qualities. I just wanted to say thank you for being here for all of us especially now more than ever.



At your Vyasa Puja last year your eyes gently lowered just as you sat down on the chair in the foyer to allow your disciples to wash your lotus feet. At that exact moment i had a very strong realisation. i felt that you were non-different from my spiritual master...you reminded me so much of him and especially the mood he displays on his Vyasa Puja days. 



I know we hear that Vani is more important than Vapu but im not very advanced and somehow i seem to need the physical presence of the spiritual master to have any chance in bhakti.



When you started holding kirtan and class at bhakti lounge after the main lockdown of 2020 it was so enlivening, from the moment you gracefully glide into the temple room until the end of the night when you so affectionately check up on all the devotees as they take Prasad.



Maharaj you are such a powerful personality. A formidable general in Lord Caitanya's sankirtan army. The right hand man of the chief field commander (mor senapati bhakta) His Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

 

In your presence and by your words which echo the message of the Guru Parampara, the shackles of maya are broken to pieces and one can start to understand the true purpose of human life.



Your rocking kirtans send all material anxieties scattering 



Once again thank you so much for the shelter you provide and your ongoing hard work in Srila Prabhupada's mission.



I am very fortunate to have the association of your disciples.I hope i can one day become qualified to render some useful service to them and in this way to you also.



Rasikananda das





            

        
            
                Rongomai Timson

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my respectful obeisance's at your lotus feet

All glories to Srila Prabhupada







When we choose to stand in the storm:



Births living in the storm of existence

Thinking we're taking pleasure in shivers

received from unbearable blizzards

And though at times grief-stricken tears  

glide down from our eyes

Our hopeless hopes only rise to new heights



Fiending, 

We’re addicts to sense gratification

A climax that vanishes quicker than its received

Leaving us as pitiable victims to an illusion 

Of a fetishized perpetrator 

that we seize



Foolishly mistaking everything we seek

for a perverted resemblance 

Only to continuously fall short

Due to denying spiritual shelter

and dependence









His Holiness:



O  merciful giver of God, 

Most generous well-wisher

How can you feed a man

Who refuses to eat 

Although starving?

How can your heart 

Feel pity for a man

Although he believes

His circumstances 

Are unworthy of such

A sentiment?

To save those who can't,

Or frankly don't want 

To save themselves

Seems like a pointless pursuit

But you beg to differ



You see what can’t be seen

And you've tasted 

What has rarely been tasted

A flavor that can’t be bought

By anything other than pure love

You rekindle a remembrance

In these lost souls 

That meaninglessness

Can be transformed 

Into a life of success

You exemplify a beacon of hope 

in a world that is scarce of it

You embrace souls

That are too familiar

To the abuse of this

Material existence

And you protect us all 

With a structure that supports us

More than any backbone can



Eternally indebted

I'd like to thank you

But If I said thank you

Would it mean anything at all?

Because just as love is expressed 

through devotional service

Do my actions reflect gratitude?

I'm not sure…

But I pray that one day

Gratitude will reside in the steps I take

And appreciation in the footprints

that I leave behind



Your ever-aspiring servant of your servant



Rongomai



            

        
            
                Rudrarama Pandit Dasa

                Nama om Vishnu-padaya

Krishna-pressthaya bhu tale

Srimate Devamrita

Swamin iti namine

Pracare purva-daksyam ca

Bhaktacara-pravinata

Parathatapi karunyam

Yasya sarve ca ten amah



Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and onto the dust of your lotus feet.



“Make it easy”

Although Krishna is helping us all to go back to His abode, am I making any progress towards the goal? “We make it easy.” Gurudeva, you often emphasise to everyone. Certainly, you’ve made it so easy for everyone, it is proved by the increasing number of disciples and ever expanding your preaching centres. Hopefully, I can support and contribute more for your mission. 

Krishna reveals Himself through the guru parampara. Pleasing guru is the disciple’s fundamental duty. I will do my best to please you more.





“Develop vision”

This is something I was astonished from your SB class in October 2020. 

SB.7.5.11

Prahlad maharaja replied: Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto the Spreme Personality of Godhead, whose external energy has created the distinctions of “my friend” and “my enemy” by deluding the intelligence of men. Indeed, I am now actually experiencing this, although I have previously heard of it from authoritative sources.



You explained to us all that in the material world people develop enemy vision based on culture, country, skin colour etc… but as a Krishna conscious devotee we need to develop the vision of “Oneness.” We are all one – ONE with KRISHNA, KRISHNA’s family.

I liked it so much. In the beginning of my practice I was a little doubtful about Krishna consciousness. Even after a few years of practice, I was doubtful if people take this practice seriously. But now after 15 years of my practice, I could tell and I could experiment that Krishna consciousness is real. Also I am developing the vision that we are all Krishna’s family. Some can act favourably some not but my fundamental duty is helping everyone to develop because they also have Krishna within.





“Real career development”

This is something stuck in my heart, your SB class in February 2021.

SB.9.6.39-40

Saubhari Rsi was engaged in austerity, deep in the water of the river Yamuna, when he saw a pair of fish engaged in sexual affairs. Thus he perceived the pleasure of sex life, and induced by the desire he went to King Mandhata and begged for one of the king’s daughters. In response to this request, the King said, “O brahmana any of my daughters may accept any husband according to her personal selection.”



You taught us “Material desire is just like a blazing fire. What we think is ‘If we drop some ghee onto the fire, maybe the fire diminishes. Oh! It doesn’t work! Maybe we drop more ghee…’”

This is something struck my heart as I had a huge aspiration for my career development before and I worked so hard to climb the corporate ladder.

You further explained “Happiness ends really quickly, even if your income gets doubled.”

Yes, this was something that I went through previously – working so hard and earning well, but no time to spend and could not maintain good relationships.

You reminded me of when I had darsana with you. “You can climb the corporate ladder as long as it does not interfere with your spiritual life and services.” 

You ended the class with “Getting affinity for Srimad Bhagavatam is REAL career development.”

Thank you Gurudeva, I could see your point and I can balance my life to focus on both spiritual and material career.



One hundred times “Thank you” is not enough to show my deep appreciation for saving me. I will support your mission and your disciples more and more.



At last, I would like to offer you your disciples’ achievement in this year.





Servant of your servant

Rudrarama Pandit Dasa





            

        
            
                Rupamrita-sindhu das

                Dear Gurudev,



Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet on this auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to your transcendental adventures all over the world!

nama om vishnu-padaya Krishna-preshthaya bhu-tale

srimate Devamrita-svamin iti namine



pracäre purva-daksyam ca

bhaktacära-pravinäta

pararthatäpi karunyam

yasya sarve ca te namah



Every year on Your Vyasa Puja day, I reflect deeply about how fallen I am and how undeserving I am of Your mercy.   Yet, through Krishna’s arrangement You have come into my life with the matchless gift to take me back to Godhead.   



Another year of Covid and another year where we have suffered without Your personal association.  While last year I had some close calls to getting Your darshan, this year, I am lamenting that I had no such fortune. 

 

Your Youtube videos and writings have provided me sustenance.   This year, we also had the great fortune of getting Your virtual darshan and hearing the nectar of Your voice during several Zoom sessions.

 

Your presentation about the publication of Prabhupada’s translation of the Caitanya Caritamrta was awe inspiring.  It was truly a miracle story that was inspirational and inconceivable at the same time.  It was a stark reminder of the sacrifices that You and our Guru Parampara have made so that fallen souls like me will be saved and brought back home.  Through your narration You taught us, by setting the example for how we should be single-mindedly focused on pleasing our Spiritual Master.



I am still yearning to be able to travel wherever You are and get your personal association, blessings, darshan, and the opportunity to serve you personally.   In the meantime, every day, I beg for Your mercy so that I can chant with all my heart and be motivated to do more service, so that I can make some spiritual advancement.  



All glories to you, Gurudev, on this auspicious Vyasa Puja day. We pray to Radha Kalachandji for your good health, so that you can continue your tireless worldwide preaching mission, as your loving service to Srila Prabhupada, for many more decades.



As an ignorant devotee, I may have committed offences in writing this offering. I beg your forgiveness for any offences I may have committed.



Your insignificant aspiring servant,

Rupamrita-sindhu das

Dallas, Texas

Oct 11, 2021



            

        
            
                Saktimanta devi dasi

                Hare Krsna dear Guru Maharaj.



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to your Vyasa Puja day.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the support and care I received from Yourself. And I pray that please keep me in Your shelter.



Thank you



Your humble servant

Saktimanta dd



            

        
            
                Sammohini

                Nama om visnu-padaya Krsna presthaya bhutale

Srimate devamrta swamin iti namine

Pracare purva daksyam ca bhaktacara pravinitah

Paratatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te nama



Dear Guru Maharaja



We are facing the most incredible time our life. Difficult to believe how much our lives have changed and how trapped we are in this material world. In the scriptures it’s a description of Kali Yuga and we can see now his opulence and power.We are definitely only puppets and everyone has been able to see it.  



In between all this mess going on you have been a torch in the dark.



With my husband we were remembering your last visit to Melbourne and how mercifully you were to our God Family. 



How much as a God Family we wanted your personal association. This time without any expectation you gave this present to us. What a special and fulfilling time to get your guidance and listen to your wise words in a Family meeting.

 

All this happening when the whole world is facing a hard time. We got this time in special days for us a devotees calling us to meet in the most auspicious festivals. 



So for that special time I would personally like to thank you. 



For many of us it is important to have you but also important to remember we have a Family. God brothers and sisters who can support us in difficult times and share also our achievements.



Personally I felt uplifting after your last visit.



Thank you again 

Your eternal servant 



Sammohini.dd

            

        
            
                Sandrananda

                Dear gurudeva,



The spiritual master is worshiped and loved by his disciple because He has seen the truth and is imparting self realisation to his sincere disciple. 

I'm so grateful to you and all you have taught me. I believe in you and am so glad to have met you.

Thank you for your dedication to your spiritual master A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. He has shown the light and the way.

I always remember the dream I had when I was fortunate to have yourself and Prabhupada appear and you were chastised by Prabhupada for changing his words. He then smiled and said " you say whatever I say, where is the difference!" 

I pray today that I may follow in your footsteps by taking these instructions to heart and everyone I meet tell them about krishna and help the sorry state of this god forsaken place.

I'm truly indebted and hope to be able to repay you , despite my fallen condition.

Your mercy is all I am made of..

From your humble servant,

Sandrananda



            

        
            
                Sattva-tanu Das

                Dear Gurudev

Please accept my humble obeisances,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!

All glories to you!





brahmāṇḍa bhramite kona bhāgyavān jīva

guru-kṛṣṇa-prasāde pāya bhakti-latā-bīja





Today we are very fortunate to celebrate your divine appearance in the material world. I am not qualified or sincere enough to write scholarly praises in your glories, but I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your unlimited mercy. It's by your mercy that I am able to remain in Krsna Consciousness. Firstly, it was your disciples who connected me to this process through their book distribution efforts in Sydney, and now when I thought I was losing myself to material energy again, it was your disciple who helped me regain my connection in the bhakti process. For this I am eternally indebted to them, but ultimately it is your mercy that came through them! I am fortunate that the worldwide pandemic situation has given me an opportunity to connect with your online classes and with my sadhana again. I know it is easier said than done, but I look forward to reaping the weeds that are obstructing the growth of the bhakti lata bija.  



Eternally thankful! 

your servant,

Sattva-tanu das



            

        
            
                Saumya-Mayī devi dasi

                Hare Krsna dear Gurudeva!

Please accept my humble and grateful obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance.



“What I thought to tell you- something that may sound extraordinary, but it is the reality. What you are doing is actually trying to save the human race.” 



I was struck by these opening words from you in an intimate address to a small room of devotees this year.



You continued to give such an incredibly potent talk in which the depth of your compassion shone through in every word. 



“The spirit of the human form of life is being crushed. Of course to appreciate that, you need to understand the value of the human form of life- then you’ll see the tragedy.”



“Srila Prabhupada saw the tragedy. If you can actually see human beings losing their human form of life, billions of them doing that. It’s like if you looked out the window and saw a little child walking toward the roof, you’d be horrified because you know it is such big danger. But the child doesn’t know, they’re blissfully walking toward the edge of the roof. So suppose you saw billions of people doing that.”



Gurudeva, who could understand your depth of vision? 



When you recently gifted me the immense fortune of getting to join you at the book table in Lower Hutt mall I was thinking how I felt so insignificant and don’t have any compassion or realisation of what’s going on. But in observing you in action I was wondering “what must Gurudeva be seeing and experiencing?” 



Then in a class the day after you kindly shared some realisations of how you were observing people milling about, wandering here and there in the mall. “It’s actually a great tragedy that people don’t know what to do with their human life.”



 “As you become more perceptive you’ll be able to see how lives are being wasted. The great potential of the human body is being trashed. You’ll be able to see that.” Actually if you see through the eyes of knowledge, you’ll see a catastrophe right before your eyes.” 



Gurudeva, your compassion is so profound and impells your every thought, word and action. You can truly see the reality and based on this vision, it is no wonder that you are ever-increasingly active and dynamic in Krishna’s service. There is so much to do. 

“We don’t want to rest in peace while others are suffering.” These words of yours that I heard some years ago entered into my heart and stuck with me. I see how you exemplify this statement at every moment. 



In your recent address you said “I’ve been thinking how to convey to you the enormity of what you’re doing in terms of the consequences.” This is what your saintly mind meditates on, I thought- completely selfless and pure. 

“... Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement is trying to save human beings, not simply for the next life, but also this life. The scope is so big, it is probably hard for you to grasp.”



This gave me a glimpse of realisation into the sacredness of this mission and how merciful you are to have engaged me in such a way. In Srimad Bhagavatam 3.22.5 Srila Prabhupada writes about the mercy of his spiritual master. “... by his grace we are now engaged in executing his order, which has given us a transcendental occupation and has saved and liberated us from the occupation of material activities. Thus it is actually a fact that if one meets a saintly person completely engaged in transcendental duties and achieves his favor, then one’s life mission becomes complete.” 

Gurudeva, I am so indebted to you for giving me such a transcendental occupation of assisting you in serving in Lord Caitanya’s Sankirtana mission. I don’t deserve this most rare opportunity at all, yet by your causeless kindness you affectionately picked me up, reigned my wild nature in and plugged me into this sacred engagement. 



I was once expressing to you how I feel like I’ve hardly changed much at all, still stuck in my old, wild ways. You loudly laughed. “You’re nothing like you used to be. You’ve transformed from a ball of passion to a ball of spiritual energy.” This is your mercy Gurudeva. Without your intervention and instruction in my life, I hate to think how I would’ve been swept away by waves of passion and I know that my untamed conditioned proclivities would certainly have led me to a hellish life of anxiety. My life would have been a hopeless catastrophe. Yet instead you swept me up, you kindly accepted me as your disciple and taught me by your divine example how to use my energies for Lord Caitanya. For that, I am so grateful to you. You saved me from the darkest tragedy and gave me the highest occupation. 



You continued in your recent address to expand on the enormity of the mission you have engaged us in.



“You may be thinking, how is it that this effort can be so monumental- just a few persons.

But you read in Bhagavad Gita how Krsna says He comes again and again when the balance of material and spiritual affairs is destroyed (Yada yada hi dharmasya…) So you may say, well where is Krsna then? 

Krishna has come as Lord Caitanya’s Sankirtana mission.” You paused and the room became silent with gravity. 



“How big the scope will become, you may not see in your lifetime.

... It is a global phenomenon that simply grows and grows.”



Your words penetrated my heart and impelled me to reflect how I have no idea of the intense depth and value of this gift of service opportunity that you have given me and all of us. 



Upon hearing your words I was reminded of a special dream I had on the last day of a marathon that gave me a tiny glimpse into the massive expansive mission we are getting to contribute to. 



I was in a car park showing a lady the changing bodies picture in Bhagavad Gita and she embraced the book,  looked into my eyes with intense gravity and gratitude and then as I walked away I saw her reading Prabhupada’s purports deeply and then saw her life unfolding and becoming a devotee. Then I was in exchanges with countless more people, one after another, each looking more and more helpless and coming to me searching desperately for Prabhupada’s books. The world was becoming worse and worse- actually it was on fire. These desperate people amidst the flames  were rushing to find devotees and then embracing the books, looking at the pictures, soaking up the purports and becoming devotees.  This was happening over and over again.  Throughout this whole scene of the wildfire world I heard Prabhupada’s voice over and over in the background.



“One day historians will note how this Krishna consciousness movement saved the world in its darkest hours.” He kept repeating this and the more the dream went on the more the world was burning, while simultaneously more and more people were running to take shelter of Srila Prabhupada’s books and their lives were transforming one after another. It was astounding. 



This special experience gave me such conviction and faith in this mission. When hearing your words reiterating the huge world-changing scope and enormity of this Sankirtana movement I could really feel a drop of the depth by your grace. 



Your devotional action, propelled by such vision and limitless compassion impells me to want to do more to assist you. On a phone call before last year’s marathon you were sharing with me a special prayer for sankirtan that you would often meditate on in your early days. Wherein the purport says how “the soul can be solaced only by the mercy of Lord Caitanya and His many bona-fide devotees.” This was engraved in my mind and urged my heart to consider that somehow or other out of billions of persons, there are only a handful of us who have been gifted this sacred knowledge and thus it is our duty to pass it on. Somehow or another, by your mercy, my soul has been solaced by you- Lord Caitanya’s incredible devotee. And there are still only so few of us, so I beg for your mercy and strength of desire to do something to reciprocate for what you have given.



After my first book distribution marathon you said “we are firmly confident that these books are the most desperate need of human society.”  I want to feel this weight of urgency and the deep need to go out and give other souls this solace. The only solace is what we have. So who else is going to do it? I want to feel the heaviness of responsibility for pushing on the Sankirtan movement on your behalf. I want to feel the depth of the suffering of lost souls on my head and in my heart- the genuine urge to help relieve some of Lord Caitanya’s anxiety for your pleasure. I really want to be counted among your genuine, steady and reliable disciples, Gurudeva. 



In your recent address you urged us all. “Think how you could make a contribution to this greatest effort, this greatest campaign. How you can get realisation, how you can see what’s going on. 

Can you see the slaughter of billions of persons ruining their human form of life? Can you see that? 

Please understand the mission that you’ve embarked upon.

What is your mission and what is the mission of Lord Caitanya’s Sankirtana?”



I have heard you explain how firm friendship with the Guru is to have oneness of mission and to serve the desires of the Guru’s mission with reverence and intimacy. This intimacy of a common mission to carry out Srila Prabhupada’s order is so deep and establishes such a sweet and satisfying relationship. Any small effort I have made to sacrifice a tiny amount for you, you are so grateful and your pleasure gives such a taste of satisfaction that inspires me to want to increase my service to you. In getting to bring wandering souls to you personally at the book table recently and seeing how you so personally engaged with them, investing every fibre of your being into each person, made me convinced that this is the most satisfying occupation ever and I simply want to bring countless lost souls to your merciful lotus feet. You are such a wonderful spiritual master. 



You have given me such undeserved affection, instruction, sweet and personal care and guidance- helping me through so many of my self-created disturbances and different phases in bhakti. You have also gifted me such amazing association, community and facility to grow in bhakti, and such a deeply dedicated and selfless mentor, Krsnaloka Mataji. Considering all you have profusely given me, I therefore feel that I must start to try and make a greater effort to give back all that you have given. I pray for the spiritual strength and sincere desire to overcome my independent proclivities, selfish tendencies and lower nature, so that I may become intimately linked with your mission in the inner-most chambers of my heart. Your mission is Lord Caitanya’s mission. So please help me align with you in such a way. 





You are constantly showing us how there is so much to do. I heard you share how Srila Prabhupada once responded to his disciples "Why every town and village? Why not every door?"  I really want to assist you more and more Gurudeva. But considering my lowly state, I feel the deep need for your mercy so that I may be an effective instrument of compassion in your hands. I am so self-centred, proud and unsteady. 



During a marathon you sent me the following purport: “When the tide comes over the river, it overwhelms the flowing of the river, and the river itself becomes overflooded. Then the waves from the sea become more prominent than the waves from the river. Similarly, a devotee with intelligence plans so many things for the service of the Lord in Kṛṣṇa consciousness that stagnant material desires become overflooded by the desire to serve the Lord.  (SB 4.22.39)

This gives me hope that despite all of my selfish motivations and desires, if I can just try and stay bound to your lotus feet and gradually learn to embrace your instructions more and more, then I may be able to overcome my lower tendencies,  be of some assistance to you and develop a desire to serve Lord Caitanya simply for your pleasure.





So please kindly endow me with the intelligence to always think of how to apply your instructions and expand and embrace service opportunities, clinging to your lotus feet in all situations. “As a man cannot separate his life from his body, a disciple cannot separate the order of the spiritual master from his life. If a disciple follows the instruction of the spiritual master in that way, he is sure to become perfect. (SB 3.24.13) Please keep me under your glance and tied tightly to your lotus feet- this is my only hope. 



Mere words cannot thank you enough, Gurudeva. I am so indebted to you and pray to be able to express my gratitude through some small attempts at service in the association of your wonderful devotees. 



Your aspiring servant, 

Saumya-Mayī devi dasi. 



            

        
            
                Sayak Basu

                Hare Krishna gurudev. 

Please accept my humble obeisances unto yourlotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga. 

Every year on the auspicious occasion of your vyas puja somehow it makes me think what I have done to be called a worthy discipline? Because on this day when I see you qualities which are like an ocean. A vaishnava is not a coveted title which conferred upon but it's a humble state of consciousness with many other qualities. All which are particularly present in you. 

Many times you instruct us how to always depend on Srila Prabhupada's books. Those books should be our life and soul but at the same time concentrating on qualities of vaishnava is very important. We all on this day meditate on your qualities and unflinching faith that you have on Krishna. 

The test of faith and spiritual life is when difficult time comes in. His Holiness Sacinanda maharaj says " we need to sincerely turn to Krishna through kirtan and singing His name specially those times when Krishna seems to absent in our life". We all have seen how you have taken up difficult projects during the iron curtain days in Europe. How you have willing taken up some sufferings to please Prabhupada and Krishna. When we are tested in our life how easily we lose faith in Krishna whereas in your case it always deepens. 

Srila Prabhupada says ,

"Śrīla Jīva Gosvāmī comments that the spiritual master is to be considered the ātmā, or the very life, of the disciple, since real life begins when one is initiated by a bona fide spiritual master. Although one may experience many seemingly wonderful or important events in a dream, one’s real life begins when he wakes up. "  

You have taken Srila Prabhupada as your life and soul but how can I attain that tinge of love and faith?

How you explained many times in your lecture that Krishna conscious should be our lifetime career.  That is only be possible if I can meditate at least one instruction of yours in my life. So on this auspicious day I am meditating on your instructions and qualities. 

For last one and half year the association you are giving to us can be considered as priceless. I pray to Krishna that somehow I remain connected to you through your instructions and I get the strength to carry on that.

I pray to Krishna that you remain with us as long as possible with a good health and we keep getting your training. 

Thank you maharaj for everything. 

Your insignificant aspiring servant 

Sayak Basu 







            

        
            
                Sevamrita devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



Recently we had a great fortune of you staying with us for a few months, extended due to the lockdowns. Our family was grateful for getting more opportunities to serve you during that period. A few times I was able to cook for you, which I always love. Thank you for kindly tolerating me and our energetic boys.



Your presence transforms our place and hearts into a powerhouse of bhakti yoga. It’s such a vibrant and exciting feeling, shaking off the laziness and familiarity off my system. 



Thank you for kindly accepting my service attempts. I aspire to be able to serve you better and more. 





Your servant, 

Sevamrita Devi Dasi 

            

        
            
                Sevya Bhagavan dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisance at the dust of Your lotus feet

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



Dear Gurudeva, thank you very much for filling us with ocean of inspirations to continue devotional service. 5000 years ago, when Krishna appeared, many of His associates also took birth to assist in His mission. Now that same Krishna has appeared in the form of His holy name in ISKCON, as Srila Prabhupada said. You all appeared to assist Srila Prabhupada in accomplishing the mission of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu appeared to play the role of a devotee to attract everyones' attention to pure devotional service. You are being His representative's, representative fulfilling the same mission. All these years you have been attracting and inspiring so many conditioned souls to do pure devotional service by your personal example and through the unfathomable deep love you have for the Lord. The fully ripened fruit, Srimad Bhagavatam, became tastefull when it was touched by Suka, that same fruit when was tasted and distributed by Śrīla Prabhupāda it became much tastier, now when you tasted and distributing the taste increased many folds. I cannot understand what magic you do on listeners, when you are narrating Krishna Katha, it's no just a Katha but, a display of the pastime in our ears. 



Srimad Bhagavatam is glorified as, asādhu-sādhutā-dāyin atinīcocca-tākara, for giving saintliness to the unsaintly and uplifting the very fallen. All of us have been witnessing the same in your association. Your words so potent, they even penetrate the hearts of grossest materialists when heard carefully and they will remove all kinds of misconceptions towards the ultimate goal of life because you, your words have no difference to the statements of the Bhagavatam. You are like a Honeybee, gathering nectar from different scriptures and pouring in our ears. The Technological world feels proud of their inventions of Virtual Reality or Augmented reality for giving the reality of the seen to the viewers’ eyes. When these technologists hear your narration of Srimad Bhagavatam or Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, they will crack their heads in bewilderment, because they cannot understand how the sound vibration turned into a live pastime scene in their eyes. 



Guru Mahraj, Krishna’s causeless mercy on us, these two years because of COVID we got the unparallel opportunity to drink the nectar of live Krishna katha every week irrespective of the time and place. This COVID actually became a benediction on us, your Melbourne disciples, when you stayed for 3 months. By the mercy of Krishna and devotee, this insignificant servant of your servants has got an opportunity to do regular service to you. You mercifully tolerated my immaturity and shortcomings in those services. You are being a desire tree; you fulfilled all your disciples’ sincere desires to serve you. I do not have any capacity or qualification, only by your causeless mercy I may develop ability to serve you and please you.



On your auspicious Vyasa Puja Day, I pray at your lotus feet, let my only desire is to please and serve you and their Lordships unconditionally. I pray for steadiness and absorption in devotional service.



Your obedient servant,

Sevya Bhagavan dasa



            

        
            
                Shalendra Nath

                To My Treasured Guru Dev

Please accept my humble obeisances at your divine lotus feet.

All Glories unto you on this auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-Puja. All

Glories To His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada.

I only wish I could find the suitable words to glorify you on this most auspicious occasion of your Vyasa-Puja.



I pray at your feet that with your blessings someday I will get an opportunity to serve you and the devotees with absolute devotion.



The message that you delivered through your article “Redefining Success” is key to the success of every neophyte devotee like me. 



With your mercy Guru Dev, the poor soul such as my-self will be able to gain some spiritual knowledge to apply in my daily life, disseminate that knowledge within my family and my community. 



Your Aspiring Das

Shalendra Nath



            

        
            
                Sharan Ramarapu

                On this day of your Vyasa Puja, I am so thankful for your immeasurable compassion upon this fallen conditioned soul. Your compassion, love and care are so great that any fallen soul may take your shelter.



I can see that the ray of light cutting through my dense covering of darkness getting bigger and bigger as days pass by guiding me towards the sunshine of Krishna



Although the Pandemic has been difficult and hard for many people, Krishna as Rama Chandra is merciful to me and has given me shelter at your lotus feet on Sri Rama Navami.



I was looking for someone who will Guide me towards Krishna, but here you are playing the role of a mother in giving me care, a father in giving me protection, a friend in enquiring about my wellbeing, a teacher in guiding me, a Guru in correcting me, a Well-wisher in thinking and about me, a role model in inspiring me, and finally a Master in accepting me as one of your insignificant servants.



As mother Sita was protected by the line drawn by Lakshman, please let your instructions be my line of defense against the ruthless onslaught of material nature.



I was fortunate enough to help you assist in your outreach in Melbourne and serve you personally as well.



On your Vyasa Puja, my Humble request is to please bless me to assist you more in your mission to serve Srila Prabhupada.



Your insignificant servant,

Sharan Ramarapu

            

        
            
                Sharon Tan

                Hare Krishna Devamrita Swami,



All Glories to Srila Prabhupada!

Please accept my humble obeisances. 



I have been staring at the Vyasa-puja blank square box trying to add words and make colorful sentences but knowing that I am not a wordsmith nor a poet. I have this feeling that I will be staring at the box for another hour or two or maybe more. 



This is another year for me to be grateful for the opportunity to write for your Vyasa-puja. 

Thank you for your lectures (they are pearls of wisdom) and countless hours staring into the small square screen we call Zoom for almost two years reminding us to continue with Krishna Consciousness no matter what situation we are in. Whenever there's a question that pops into my head, they get answered in one of the lectures. 



The past two years had taught me to hold on tight to Srila Prabhupada's books.

Forever indebted to Srila Prabhupada. 



We love you and we miss you.

We hope to see you in-person soon.

(sending you a virtual hug)



your tiny servant,

Sharon

            

        
            
                Sissi Yuqi Jiang

                Dear Maharaj,



   Please accept my sincere obeisances and gratitude to you. All glories to His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada. Hare Krsna.



   By Srila Prahupada's mercy, my first interaction with you happened during an event in Mantra Lounge Melbourne in 2016, when I just got to Melbourne for undergraduate study. And since then, I got connected to this vine of mercy and pure love. Through your incredibly faithful disciples in Mantra Lounge——in particular, Bhakti Lata, Yaso, Suhail, Gopa and Dvija——a very proud, offensive and uneducated person like me was getting the most absolute purfication and started to engage in unknown service. This purification process was long, as I was too much in darkness. It was till early 2019, after another Event Happiness by your mercy, that I attended the 4-session seminars (with Gopa as the speaker) and hereafter bacame a regular attendee of all Mantra Lounge events. Three years, by their unbelievable mercy, tolerance and patience, I have been salvaged. They are my sraddha-givers and my eternal masters. And their mercy was passed on from you. They got me understand that parampara is not simply about the inheritation of knowledge, but more about the passing on of mission, mercy and love, which will attract one to devotional service. Thus I wish to thank you through thanking and glorifying your disciples who are my saviours and who have demonstrated what being a disciple means.

   Even after I got back to China, I'm still getting your disciples' mercy and care. Not only do I regularly get online association with my friends in Melbourne, but your Chinese disciples, Rachel, Nimailila and Mayapurlila have been giving me care and support always. 

   Thus please accept my sincerest gratitude that I can give out of a heart which still needs plenty of serious cleaning. Without your passing on Srila Prabhupada's mercy, the seed of my bhakti would have no such fertile grounds and my life would be entirely different. 

   I pray that I can carry on the mercy I've received, I pray I can one day treat people knocking on the door of Krsna Consciousness the way I've been treated, with so much love. Only when I'm able to do this, will I be able to glorify a little bit of your greatness. 

   Also, we wish with all our hearts that China will again embrace your mercy in the near future.



Hare Krsna, Srila Prabhupada ki jaya!

            

        
            
                Śivānanda Sena Dāsa

                Dear Gurudeva,  



Please accept my most respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.  All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda, and all glories to you on this most auspicious occasion.



In such a time of pervasive disorientation and confusion, how incredibly grateful I feel to have such a brilliant and loving spiritual master as you, totally steeped in devotion to Śrīla Prabhupāda.



Amidst a global surge of information, misinformation and shades in between, it seems humanity has so many questions about the pandemic, what to do, whether their leaders have their real best interests at heart, how the global economy will recover and ultimately “what will happen to me in my attempts to enjoy?”.



For those absorbed on the material platform, these concerns so easily become all-consuming, shaking the foundations of one’s life and quest for happiness like a veritable earthquake.



But virtually no one even perceives the insidious effect of the real disease, bhava-roga, the cycle of repeated birth and death, and the reality of our unendingly precarious situation in this world, whether the curtain of maya is temporarily concealing its sufferings or not.



As Śrīla Prabhupāda writes in his purport to SB3.25.8: ”The spiritual master takes the disciple to the other side by opening his eyes with knowledge. We are suffering simply because of ignorance. By the instruction of the spiritual master, the darkness of ignorance is removed, and thus the disciple is enabled to go to the side of freedom.”



Although I am lamentably blind, how unfathomable is my good fortune to be guided by someone who can actually see!  And how wonderful that gradually my obstinate eyes may be pried open by your expert treatment.



Your penetrating classes provide such a bastion of shelter, especially during the lockdown periods, where you rewire our conceptions, revealing the plain reality of our existential situation.  You mercifully plunge us into an ocean of the nectar of Krishna Katha in both its aspects - the pitfalls of bhava and the glories of bhāva - with undeniable realisation, taste and relish.



Furthermore, how wonderful that you give us the opportunity to humbly assist in the superexcellent transcendental relief mission of Mahaprabhu, through the inconceivably brilliant yet deceptively simple expansion of your mercy that is the Bhakti Lounge.



It is all too easy to take the center and community for granted, forgetting that it is the product of your exceptional spiritual vision and decades of selfless sacrifice.  By giving me ready access to such a cutting-edge and vibrant center, only a few minutes bike ride away, you have bestowed upon me a level of undeserved spiritual privilege and opportunity had by so few on this entire planet - whether I am aware of it or not.



For those of us who begin our bhakti careers here, it is difficult to conceive of a world where we do not have access to such potent spiritual mentoring and guidance, where we are not surrounded by sincere devotees who seriously read and study Prabhupada’s books and relish opportunities for service, where your spiritually-electrifying personal presence is not a regular and frequent occurrence, and where dynamic bhakti outreach is not simply a natural part of life.



Indeed, your Bhakti Lounge program feels so natural and self-evident that it is all too easy to forget that there is not such a place in every city of the world.



How you pioneer, develop and cultivate such communities around the world is a testament to your selfless devotion and empowerment by Lord Caitanya (“kṛṣṇa-śakti vinā nahe tāra pravartana”).



And despite this level of responsibility as a global spiritual CEO, you show such sublime and indescribable personalism and care, even to an insignificant creature such as me.



Indeed your glories are more numerous than the stars in the sky Gurudeva, and defy encapsulation in my painfully insufficient words. 



Gurudeva, despite my inconceivable fortune in meeting you, I feel simultaneously unfortunate that I am not taking more advantage.



Already I feel the insidious virus of complacency creeping in as I develop a sense of familiarity with the externals of bhakti life, and this troubles me.  I can so easily become distracted by the mind’s contortions and fail to see the incredible wealth that is right before my eyes.



My earnest desire is to somehow or other cling on to your lotus feet and push forward to a much deeper level of surrender, and to assist you in helping others to do the same.



I beg for the lucid intelligence and spiritual strength to redouble my sincerity in bhakti, fend off familiarity and uproot offenses, so that I may serve you with steadiness and ever-increasing purity for the rest of this life and beyond.



To conclude I offer you this prayer composed by Śrīla Bhaktivinoda Ṭhākura:



sakale sammāna korite śakati,

deho' nātha! jathājatha

tabe to' gāibo, hari-nāma-sukhe,

aparādha ha 'be hata



“O Lord and master, please bless me with the power to properly honour all living beings.  Only then will I sing the holy name in great ecstasy and will all my offenses cease.”



Aspiring to become your surrendered servant.



With gratitude and eternal indebtedness,

Śivānanda Sena Dāsa



            

        
            
                Smita Kanti devi dasi

                Hare Krsna dearest Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this most glorious day of your appearance.



In the lead up to your Vyasa Puja I have been meditating on two verses, one which reminds me of my own fallen position and the other which glorifies the exalted position of you, the spiritual master. 



Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswami prays in the Caitanya Caritamrta Antya lila “I am infected by the germs of material activity and am suffering from the boils of envy. Therefore, falling in an ocean of humility, I take shelter of the great physician Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu” (CC Antya-lila 5.1). Covid19 is no match to the pervasive germs of material activity and envy. I have wasted so much time that doesn’t belong to me, by harbouring negative and self-sabotaging thoughts. I let my mind take over and was sucked into a whirlpool of destructive habits. But despite my many downfalls, you never once made any indication of being disappointed in me. I vividly remember the feelings I experienced when you told me you had worried that my mind would get the better of me. A mixture of overwhelming love, support and the deepest kind of care. Not in just the words themselves, but in the way you expressed them to me. I realised the heavy responsibility and true nature of fatherhood. However I also felt ashamed. That I, a person somehow lucky enough to have the opportunity to become your initiated disciple, would squander the richest gift of devotional service and instead choose the association of my enemy mind. Dear Gurudeva, please accept this offering although it is thoroughly inadequate to glorify or honour you. I pray that this year I can hold true to the vows I made to you in trying to be a devotee and become worthy of being your daughter.



The second verse is that spoken by Narada Muni in the seventh canto of Srimad Bhagavatam: “the spiritual master should be considered to be directly the Supreme Lord because he gives transcendental knowledge for enlightenment. Consequently, for one who maintains the material conception that the spiritual master is an ordinary human being, everything is frustrated. His enlightenment and his Vedic studies and knowledge are like the bathing of an elephant” (SB 7.15.26). I pray for the continued realisation to see you in proper perspective, as a representative of Godhead and my eternal spiritual master. I see so much undeviating devotion and sacrifice in your senior disciples to serve and please you. I am often in total awe of their humility and eagerness, not just to act as, but to actually become a servant of the servant of the servant of Krsna. How could a mere ordinary person inspire so much love and impell a person to give their very life to another? It is impossible. When you initiated me I promised to follow in the footsteps of these great devotees and give my life completely to you. I unfortunately have not managed that, but I have never questioned that it is my goal. Thankyou for giving me a chance at real life, in such a vibrant and devotional community committed to carrying out your instructions. My life has become glorious by your presence and I strive to perfect it by serving your lotus feet for it’s remainder.



Please accept this meager offering of a song that I wrote to express my indebtedness to you:



I don’t know how long I would’ve stayed asleep

Wandering round in circles, just counting the same old sheep

I’ll never go back, even when my world seems dark

You’ve given me connection, with Sri Krsna in my heart



(Chorus) Oh you shake me up

You wake me up

You grab me and show me the way

Nothing I ever do will be able to repay

Oh Gurudeva

Jiva Jago Jiva Jago

Gauracanda Bole



Oh Gurudeva, you saved me from despair

I thought I knew about happiness, but I was just so unaware

Of the brilliant reality of true love and light

Against the material grain I will continue the fight



To give my life to you, seems a luck so sublime

But I know it was all arranged by Krsna’s own design

I am yours, troubled I may be

You pulled me from a life of floating out at sea



At your lotus feet, I try to humbly pray

For the strength to do you proud and never go astray

You are my captain and I am on board

There’s no one better I know, to lead me to the Lord.





Your aspiring servant and loving daughter, 



Smita-Kanti devi dasi.



            

        
            
                Sri Goloka das

                nama om visnu padaya krsna prasthaya bhutale

srimate Devamrita swamin iti namine



pracare purva-daksyam ca bhaktacara-pravinata

pararthatapi karunyam yasya sarve ca te namah



Hare Krsna and Happy Appearance Day Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my most humble obeisances on this auspicious occasion.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to your dedication to his mission!



Gurudeva, you have always been there for us, especially during the most challenging times. What you did for us recently, I cannot do anything to repay your kindness and mercy. You mercifully allowed my father shelter at your lotus feet, thereby guaranteeing him safety through the passage of birth and death. You gave us so much guidance during the whole ordeal, the purity and clarity that emanated from your lotus mouth found a way in to penetrate our lost hearts. You constantly mentored and coached us to be accepting of the situation and to act in such a way that brings about auspiciousness for the family and finally, to learn something from the situation to increase our advancement in Krsna Consciousness.



For every year that goes by, you remind us what really is important – our service. We chose this complicated life, a life full of difficulty and distractions. We have to work so hard to maintain a life that will not make us happy yet we still do it. We distract ourselves is illusion hoping against all hope to create a better situation for ourselves. Every time life throws a challenge to us, it cuts our hearts into further pieces, you are there guiding us to become more sober; learn from this and use it to advance in devotional service…not to simply ignore the noises but use these noises to increase our Krsna consciousness. By giving us this goal, you soften our material misery and give us something eternal – you give us our souls back. Something we are trying to cover for years – lifetimes. 



In the recent years, we were forced to take sense gratification away from our “devotional service”, we could not go to the temple, we could not invite devotees over, we could not do any physical service…all we had was our homes, our sadhana, our duties…and the mirror. I recall you telling me something over a decade ago: “Real Krsna Consciousness starts at home.” It got me thinking, I could pretend at the temple to be something I am not to gain respect, I could be in this position or that position in the name of devotional service…its so easy because the devotees in the temple are more humble and merciful than I am and they will accept the way I am. But at home, I live with these people everyday, they know who I am, if I cannot cultivate real Krsna consciousness there, it really tells me which level I am really at. Then it dawns on me that I have been living a double life…and what you have been trying to teach me is to live an eternal life dedicated to the mission wherever I am. 



Thank you for being the shining beacon of hope, our guiding light Gurudeva, we are forever in your debt, if there is anything we can do to service your and your beloved spiritual master’s mission, please engage us in this service. 



All glories to your Vyasa Puja! All glories to you!



On behalf of our late father, His Grace Giriraj Prabhu, 



Your servants,

Sri Goloka das, Radha-mohini devi dasi and family



            

        
            
                Sri Jiva Charan Das

                Dear Gurudeva, 



Please accept my humble obeisance’s, all glories to you, all glories to Srila Prabhupada. 



‘’Arjuna, what do you see?’’ Inquired Dronacharya.



His bow fully drawn with majestic power, the arrows nock at his cheek, Arjuna Replied ‘’I see the eye of the bird!’’



‘’Do you see the tree?’’ asked Drona.



‘’No.’’ said Arjuna.



‘’Do you see the tree’s Branches?’’ questioned Drona.



“No.’’ Arjuna replied.



‘’Do you see the trees fruits?’’ queried Drona.



Again, Arjuna says ‘’No.’’ 



With great sobriety Drona asks ‘’Then what else do you see Arjuna?’’ 



With focal pointed determination Arjuna replied ‘’Nothing! I only see the eye of the bird!’’ 



“FIRE!’’ Exclaimed Dronacharya. 



Arjunas shaft, hissing like a serpent and piercing the air like lightning, impeccably impaled its mark. Dronachayara’s heart overflowed with jubilation. 



Krishna proclaims in the Bhagavad Gita 2.41:



vyavasāyātmikā buddhir

ekeha kuru-nandana

bahu-śākhā hy anantāś ca

buddhayo ’vyavasāyinām



Those who are on this path are resolute in purpose, and their aim is one. O beloved child of the Kurus, the intelligence of those who are irresolute is many-branched.



Srila Prabhupada purports: ‘’…one should accept the instruction of the bona fide spiritual master as one’s mission in life. Śrīla Viśvanātha Cakravartī Ṭhākura instructs us, in his famous prayers for the spiritual master, as follows:



yasya prasādād bhagavat-prasādo

yasyāprasādān na gatiḥ kuto ’pi

dhyāyan stuvaṁs tasya yaśas tri-sandhyaṁ

vande guroḥ śrī-caraṇāravindam



“By satisfaction of the spiritual master, the Supreme Personality of Godhead becomes satisfied. And by not satisfying the spiritual master, there is no chance of being promoted to the plane of Kṛṣṇa consciousness. I should, therefore, meditate and pray for his mercy three times a day, and offer my respectful obeisance’s unto him, my spiritual master.”



Such is the purpose of great spiritual warriors like Arjuna and you Gurudeva! You have, with one pointed focus and determination, fought to give everything in your life to the orders and pleasure of your master, Srila Prabhupada. Arjuna, in the above-mentioned past time, was not distracted by the various fruits and branches of the tree and solely focused on his goal. Similarly, you have, wielding the weapon of divine wisdom, slashed through the various fruit like allurements of karmic sense gratification and cut down the innumerable branches of misleading knowledge growing from the tree of this illusory material world. Consistently sharping your sword, through Srila Prabhupada’s and the previous Acharyas association, you have protected yourself, and others, from the misleading paths of karma, jnana and yoga and remained loyal to the mission of pure bhakti which is demonstrated by your one-pointed focus on Srila Prabhupadas jubilation. 



Just as Arjuna gave great pleasure to his teacher, Drona, through the exhibition of his exquisite martial skill and unblemished character you have and continue to, I’m sure, give profound and earnest satisfaction to the heart of Srila Prabhupada and the unprecedented lineage of spiritual masters with your magnificent services, bhakti competency and deep Vaishnava disposition. You are among the rarest personalities to have blessed this earth, and who knows what other planets, making you, undoubtedly, a fit addition to the Guru Parampara of other virtuous, magnanimous, and noble spiritual warriors. You are a beacon of light and hope for this suffering world. 



I am inconceivably fortunate to have met you.



I am a foolish disciple, but I am grateful. 



Your Servant Sri Jiva Charan Das. 



            

        
            
                Sri Yasoda devi dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaja,

Please accept my humble obeisances,

All glories to Srila Prabhupada,

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your Vyasapuja celebration.



The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy, just as a cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master delivers the materially afflicted world by extinguishing the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a spiritual master, who is an ocean of auspicious qualities. 



Dear Guru Maharaja, on this most wonderful day I would like to thank you unlimited times, for being such an ocean of mercy and the ever present monsoon cloud in my life, extinguishing the blazing forest fire of my material conditioning again and again. Having once actually been in an almost burning building with you, I clearly remember having never felt safer. I grabbed my baby, my husband grabbed his computer, and you had your Japa mala and passport and we followed you out the door as you peacefully chanted the cooling maha mantra. 

I pray to always have this shelter in my life and to hear you chanting when I close my eyes.



You are an ocean of the most auspicious qualities, of which I have personally experienced most being your compassion, tolerance, mercy and kindness - such love and compassion can truly only come directly from the spiritual world. Thankyou for always encouraging me and for some reason never giving up. 



Although I am very far away from where I would like to be, I pray that I may one day please you in my service to you, and in following the jewel like instructions you have given me. That would surely be the success of my life. 



Please once again bless me to follow those instructions. 



I pray for your good health and the chance to personally serve you again soon. 



Your insignificant servant,

Sri Yasoda dd





            

        
            
                Sriman Nrsimha dasa

                Dear Guru Mahārāja,



Please accept my respectful obeisances at your lotus feet.

All glories to Śrīla Prabhupāda!

All glories to your auspicious day of appearance!



My dear Spiritual Master, this year, like always, I have come to beg from you. This is because You possess a treasure which is unlimited and you liberally distribute it to anyone and everyone by your desire; that is your opulence of sva-kṛpā śakti. I have personal experience of it. What do you not have that I can give you? And what do I have that you cannot give me? You possess Krishna in your heart and on your tongue and therefore you are a most wealthy person to beg from.



My dear Spiritual Master, this year I must admit to you. Previously, I could appreciate one fear, the fear of Māyā. I knew that if I was to advance in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness I would have to steer clear of her obstacles. Although I personally have no strength, I was and am depending on you and the mercy of Śrī Rādhā Gopīnātha. This year a new revelation has befallen me. Something which I never before took seriously. There is another fear I should be afraid of, a fear millions of times greater than Māyā. The fear of Vaiṣṇava aparādha. 



My dear Spiritual Master, this year I must confess to you. I was treating Vaiṣṇavas in a way undeserving of their exalted position. Embracing my false-ego, I considered myself worthy and most qualified for their association. Treating Vaiṣṇavas as ordinary individuals I argued with, chastised, frowned at and held grudges against them. I was blind to the fact that advancement in Kṛṣṇa Consciousness is not dependant on avoiding Maya rather, it is dependant on embracing the Vaiṣṇavas.



My dear Spiritual Master, this year I am asking for a boon from you because you liberally bestow benedictions to all unfortunate souls. I am frail in my realisations and I need constant guidance. Please give me the boon of solidly understanding my constitutional position as being a servant of the Vaiṣṇavas and associating with them in that way. Certainly, you are glorified as being selfless, compassionate and competent in Vaiṣṇava dealings and therefore I beg this from you, my dear Spiritual Master. 



Your aspiring servant,

Sriman Nrsimha dasa



            

        
            
                Sruti-cari  dd

                Dear Guru Deva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.



Tonight, after I have written this, I have another opportunity to hear you speak. I always marvel at your classes. Your speaking skill is incredible. It astonishes me that you can speak fluidly for two hours or more. Your words are simultaneously relevant, enchanting, inspiring, educational, and mesmerising. Simply hearing your voice soothes my heart. Your confidence in Bhagavatam settles my anxieties. Each class is like a guided tour of the spiritual and material worlds. I perch on the edge of my cushion and soak it all in. I never want to miss a single word.



Early last year in Mayapore (pre-pandemic) I was praying to Srila Prabhupada in his samadhi. I told him how stuck I was feeling, how uninspired, how beat-down, how depleted. He reminded me: "You are ‘Lord Chaitanya's girl’; you have to preach!" I had forgotten that when I lived in Melbourne, I used to think of myself as “Lord Chaitanya's girl”. Everything I did was centred around outreach. I was so happy. I knew you were happy with me. And I felt my life had purpose. 



That was more than fifteen years ago. Since then, life has been a long, hard slog for me, with various setbacks one after another. Many of them were pretty heavy. I tried to maintain my outreach focus, but after so many crushing events, I became defensive, self-absorbed, doubtful, and morose. My life's purpose evaded me. I hope that during this period I have developed spiritually in some way, although I don't feel I have. Thank you for your patience and kindness Guru Deva; it is what has sustained me.



Since we came to Wellington, I have tried to plug-in to the Bhakti Lounge outreach scene in various ways, but somehow, I have never found my niche. Not that there is anything wrong with Bhakti Lounge; I love all the devotees, and the outreach results speak for themselves. It’s just that, for many reasons, I don't fit into the preaching style here. 



But I think I've found an opening! 

This year, Muni-cari and I undertook a project for Bhakti Lounge. We ran a 200-hour yoga-teacher training course (YTT). Muni has wanted to run one for years, and as my health has been gradually improving over the last few years, I grabbed the outreach opportunity. Muni put in many thousands of hours planning the teaching content and writing up an impressive 200-page manual. I undertook to organise and administer the course and to teach the philosophy content. It was challenging at times, but I have really enjoyed being back in action. As you would expect in a new project, there were a few glitches, but for the most part, it was successful. During a YTT, we are with the students for more than 200 hours, and because they are interested in yoga lifestyle the outreach potential is super exciting! Please give us your blessings so that we can make the most of the outreach potential in the YTT we plan to run next year.



As you can see:

The Chari's are back,

Better than ever!



Your servant and spiritual daughter

Sruti-cari dd



            

        
            
                Stambha bhava das

                Dear Gurudeva 



Please accept my prostrated obeisances in the dust at your lotus feet.

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.



At the beginning of the year when I came before you for our annual review, the first thing you said to me was “ah, Stambha bhava! Slow but steady. Your definitely steady, your also definitely slow.”



I really appreciate how you’ve always been so direct in your dealings with me, pointing out my faults without having to add a sugar coating on top to soften the blow. I know this must be an austerity for you since your are completely free from the fault finding propensity, but you do it out of affection, without which my progress would be even slower. 



In Christchurch in 2004, I was serving you lunch when you said to me “I’m sorry that I had to chastise you so much, but it was for your own good.” Fortunately, since then I’ve been on the receiving end of many such chastisements, and I pray that you will continue to do so, for it is the best way for me to learn. 



In July of 2007, the plan was to meet with you in Munich for a week, I flew in from the UK and you were flying in from Moscow. When I went to the airport with Doyal Gauranga to pick you up, you didn’t arrive on the expected flight. We found out later that while in Moscow you had fallen out of bed and broken your shoulder, later you commented that this was a reaction due to some of your disciples not following the regulative principles strictly. The next day you arrived in Munich wearing a sling, and for the three days that followed I was fortunate to render intimate service. I prepared your shoulder for bathing by covering your sling so it wouldn’t get wet, assisted you to dress and I even put on your tilak, although you weren’t impressed with my artistic skills. In fact, practically everything I did I messed it up and got chastised for. On the last morning before we parted ways, I made you some samosas for your onward flight to America. After I finished making them I realised that it was Ekadasi. With tears in my eyes I came to break the devastating news to you. As I told you I was hanging on to the door frame expecting to get a severe chastisement, but instead you burst out laughing and said “it’s Ekadasi a day later in the U.S.” You then kindly explained to me that the chastisements that I received were with the motive to make me more personal in my dealings. 



Srila Prabhupada writes in The Nectar Of Devotion “The Nectar Of Devotion teaches us how we can love all living entities by the simple process of loving Krishna.” The life of sacrifice you have lived for the sake of of bringing conditioned souls to devotional service reveals to us that you are completely saturated with love for the Lord. Out of compassion your heart bleeds to see the suffering condition of the denizens of Kali Yuga. You spend gallons of blood trying to bring them to Krishna’s lotus feet, so much effort to keep them enthused in devotional service, and then still, some most unfortunate souls drop their Bhakti practice, how lamentable this is. 



Your 48 years of dedicated, exceptional and exemplary service to Srila Prabhupada and his ISKCON are a powerful source of inspiration for thousands of devotees all over the world. In fact, I believe that the greatest benediction for our society would be for you to write your autobiography, and if you don’t have time because of other projects your working on, then please appoint one of your disciples to do that service. 



With a heart full of gratitude, I humbly beg you to keep this wretched soul eternally engaged in service to your lotus feet. 



Your servant



Stambha bhava das 

            

        
            
                Sucandra Das

                Hare Krishna Dear Guru Dev

Please accept my humble obeisance I would like to wish you very happy Vayasa puja. As usual i cannot thank you enough for the invaluable jewel you have given to this undeserving fool who has no real appreciation for it yet. In fact, I am eternally indebted to you for your kind mercy. I cannot imagine what life would have been if I hadn’t come across your mercy in the form of your sincere disciples and the transcendental literature given by Srila Prabhupada and yourself. 



The more I chant the maha mantra and read Prabhupad’s books the more I can appreciate Krishna’s devotees and Krishna’s service although there is a long long way to go for me until I can fully appreciate Krishna’s devotees and Krishna’s service. 



you have rescued this conditioned soul from the darkness of material existence engaged only in sense gratification. Although I have no qualifications you allowed me to practice Krishna Consciousness by taking me into your merciful and glorious spiritual family. You are the embodiment of supreme mercy and tolerance.



Hare Krishna 

Your aspiring servant 

Sucandra Das



            

        
            
                Sukanthi Radha dasi, Thakur Saranga das and Haridev

                To my dearmost Gurudeva,



Please accept our humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

All glories to your lotus feet on this most auspicious day of your appearance.



We wrote a song for you Gurudeva, please accept it. Below is the link and below that are the lyrics.



https://soundcloud.com/user-858068148/jaya-gurudev/s-h6hAuMD6pVi?si=58a176068a424179a632f307926e973c



Jaya Gurudev



My meditation on this special day is how you love Prabhupada in every way. I pray my love becomes the same for you one fine day.



Jaya Gurudeva...



I see how you relish his books inside out

Every talk, every word you know without a doubt. You want us to read, chant, dance, feast and preach. There is no higher love than this.



Jaya Gurudeva...



You follow Prabhupada in every way, never critisising, wisely using time. Determined you serve with all your might, &nbsp;decade after decade.



Jaya Gurudeva...



You serve Srila Prabhupada night and day

On Guru parampara road, you pave the way. You bravely bear the torch light for us, walking us back to Goloka.



Jaya Gurudeva...



You're perfect in character, a true acarya

Humble and selfless, our genius father.

How fortunate we are to receive this love so pure.



Jaya Gurudeva...



You're bright and beautiful, humble and smart; your care and your guidance has captured my heart. Now let my hearts' desire beat eternally with yours.



Jaya Gurudeva...



Your love is beyond my imagination

Your mercy flows without limitation.

The flood gates of your bhakti heart give Krishna to the world.



Jaya Gurudeva...



I pray to you on this most special day

That I may be your servant for eternity.

What a gem of a master to find in this dark material world.



Jaya Gurudeva...



Please let me always remain close to you, please don't let me fade out of your sight. Let me remember your divine instructions for all my days and nights.



Jaya Gurudeva...



Thank you Gurudev for giving me life, &nbsp;words cannot explain what you mean to me.&nbsp; I pray to be used as your instrument in any and every way.



Jaya Gurudeva...



With much reverence and gratitude to you on this day.



Your lowly servants,



Sukanthi Radha dasi, Thakur Saranga das and Haridev

            

        
            
                Sumanth Jagarlamudi

                Hare Krishna Gurudev 

Please accept my humble obeisances 

All Glories to Srila Pabhupada 



Dear Gurudev, 

I really want to express my gratitude to you, but I am unable to find the words because your causeless mercy and your love for Krishna is beyond the expression of any words which we used in this material life. When I was thinking about your causeless mercy on us. I was realized and remembered that the pastime of Jagayi and Madhayi, were Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Sri Nityananda Prabhu gave their mercy to Jagayi and Madhayi and made them as a devotee and also, His divine grace Srila Prabhupada went to USA, he gave his Causeless mercy to the hippies and make them devotees of lord.  Dear Gurudev you took your spiritual master instruction as your heart and soul of your life and following them as it is without compromise in any circumstances and showing your compassion, love, and mercy rays to all living entities. By fortunate, one who got your love and mercy rays, they get opportunity to know their conditioned position and get a chance to overcome and serve the louts feet.  I am so fortunate, I came under your rays of your mercy and love by the help of godbrothers and devotees, even though I am not qualified.  



I remember, on the Vyasapuja day celebration at Melbourne temple, I came to Australia.  I haven’t got an opportunity to see the celebrations, but I remembers I got a chance to Horner Vyasa puja prasadam and getting an opportunity to stay few days in BB by mercy of Godbrother and he arranged accommodation. Your mercy follows through the godbrother and made my Australia journey so valuable to my life when I connected with KC moment. 

Personally, I got your special mercy when I met you to take shelter from you.  After couple of days again your shown your special mercy in Canberra by allowing me to serve you personally. Even though I never serve you before, but by your love and tolerance you adjust yourself to make me more comfortable to serve you. I remember I did so many mistakes while I am serving you, but you never get upset and helping and guiding me to serve you better. 



In my four years of KC, I did chant and listening to lectures, but it is hard for me to practice continuously in proper way because lack of understanding. By your mercy I got interest to listen your lectures and read Srila Prabhupada books and especially your Question and answers sessions are fuel for my sadhana. Those session are nectar for me to understand how I should practice my KC in better and better. 



I sincerely pray to you for my mistakes which I did while serving you at Canberra and seeking your blessing to get an intelligence to understand your lectures and instructions, so I can meditate your instructions to progress in bhakti and serve you, Srila Prabhupada and Sri Chaitanya maha prabhu mission. 



Your Humble servant 

Sumanth 



            

        
            
                Sundarangi devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada and All Glories to you on this auspicious Vyasa Puja occasion.



Gurudeva I have been taking notes in your recent classes and wish to offer (back) these pearls, these gems that you so generously and mercifully share:



"How will Krsna katha solve all problems? That is what I want you to think about" 



"Our eternal essence is our devotional service to Krsna"



"Beg Krsna's representative 'Krsna is your property, please give him to me'"

5 Sept 2021



"Devotional service is the basis of the relationship with spiritual master."

Q&amp;A session Sept 2021



"Approaching Krsna directly is a fantasy "

3 Oct 2021



Dear Gurudeva, Thank you for giving us the tools to see our existence for what it is,  I've heard you say in material consciousness,  with envy and forgetfulness we want everything to be nice for our pleasure. I can relate to that. Gurudeva you give us a real purpose to strive for, encouraging us to have it in our heart,  to constantly ask how can I best  serve Krsna in every situation. You teach us like children, needing to hear over and over again that hearing about Krsna will revive our consciousness.



When I gave my husband a draft of this offering, he suggested politely that I study Guru Tattva. For my purification Gurudeva I wish to repeat what has resonated with me from my recent study of Guru Tattva. The correct way to relate to Guru is that he is a tangible manifestation of God. That exclusive allegence and gratitude is the foundation of the relationship.  That the disciple and Guru relationship is so close, so sweet and so full of responsibility.  



I now beg for the realisation to go deeper in devotional service.



A heart felt thank you Gurudeva. Praying to please you with this offering, Sundarangi devi dasi

            

        
            
                Surapala dasa

                Dearest Gurudeva, Hare Krishna!                                                                                                         

Please accept my humble obeisances in the dust of your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



Gurudeva on this most auspicious day of the year, your Vyasa puja please allow me to express my gratitude, appreciation, and deepest thanks to you for your extraordinary guidance, spiritual care, transcendental support, and Krishna conscious education you provide. I was thrilled to hear your Grand Opening of Bhakti Yoga Center speech when you kindly mentioned that for a long time you were desiring to open such a preaching center in State College. Thus I’m so grateful to you Gurudeva that mercifully you gave me a chance to participate and allow me to assist you in the realization of this project for the satisfaction of your Guru Maharaja. Thank you so much for encouraging me and kindly guiding me in the process of execution of this project until completion. I feel indebted to you for allowing me to humbly contribute to realizing your sublime desire to establish this preaching center in such a strategically important place to support the main project of Gita Nagari to expand.



Gurudeva, like you, parampara, and shastras teach; the words of the spiritual master are the most important presence of a Guru in the life of a disciple. Therefore my desire is to follow your instructions as you expect and at the same time, I pray to Lord Krishna to empower me with the ability to assist you as much as you want me to be in service to your mission. 



Since you personally give the perfect example of serving Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet without any reservations I want to follow your standards and thus learn from you the art of pure devotion. You are the transcendental role model in loving service to Srila Prabhupada and Krishna. Your loving dedication to Their lotus feet reminds me of descriptions of Pradyumna, the eldest son of Krishna who set up with his activities and behavior the most perfect standard of dedicated service in pure loving devotion to his Father. Whenever he hears that Krishna likes something although Pradyumna may not like it, he immediately changes his approach and starts to like it. And vice versa, when Pradyumna likes something and he hears that Krishna doesn’t like that, he immediately changes his attitude and also starts to not like it. This is an astounding, noble, and unique standard.



Your divine way of serving your spiritual father is very similar. Like for instance as soon you learned that book distribution activity is something that satisfies Srila Prabhupada although you didn’t like this activity you were determined to like it. Another instance that astonishes me is that although you didn’t have much personal association with Srila Prabhupada and during the one you had, you heard a short sound from Srila Prabhupada’s mouth under your address just only “hhhmmmm”. In my perception when you described this particular situation I understood that Srila Prabhupada expressed with this sound his relishing of delicious love and devotion you were exhibiting in dedicated service to him. Above all regardless of what Srila Prabhupada meant with that sound, who could be able to love as you love without seeing any external reciprocation? Who is able to serve a person with whom there is no close interaction and visible mutual relationship bound? Who is able to serve such a person steadfastly without any reservation like you are serving in pure loving devotion decade after decade?



Witnessing already for over 40 years your steady loving dedication to Srila Prabhupada’s mission, being fascinated by your extremely beautiful Vaishnava qualities you exhibit daily I’m developing a stronger desire to learn from you everything you want me to learn. Admiring your natural transcendental psychology skills you use to help conditioned souls develop a spiritual attraction to Krishna I want to be your patient and follow your advice all the time. Listening to your lectures which open the window to the spiritual world allows me with great delight to understand and relish Krishna’s presence through sound vibration that emanates from your lotus mouth. Your explanations of spiritual subjects always give bright clarity in understanding spiritual existence and comprehend the intricacies of spiritual perfection.  

Your sublime character and activities indicate that you are not an ordinary person in this material world. Like in the case of many other great spiritual personalities you were sent by Lord Krishna at the humble request of your religious mother. As you personally admitted your mother told you that at the moment of conception she was praying for the son who will be a devotee of the Supreme Lord. So, she got it! She got a pure devotee of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 



Gurudeva you are the personification of pure love and devotion to your Guru and Krishna. Your love and devotion are beyond experiences of this material world. The example you set by your dedicated activities and unalloyed love in devotional service to Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet is a standard I’m praying and striving for. Although I'm not sure if I would be ever able to reach such a standard I hope that after countless lifetimes by your causeless mercy when you bless me I would be able to achieve abilities to follow such merit in a fraction of its full capacity. Begging at your lotus feet I pray; please allow me to serve you and follow your footsteps, life after life. Please allow and help me to always remember you and without fail rely on your mercy in all activities and results. Please help me to expand my enthusiasm and determination in serving your lotus feet as you are manifesting to your Guru Maharaja. 



Your grateful, ever-aspiring servant and spiritual son,

Surapala dasa

            

        
            
                Suresvari devi dasi

                Dear Guru Maharaja, please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupāda, all glories to your lotus feet.  

 

On this auspicious and glorious occasion of your vyasa puja, I have no words to express the gratitude I feel for your support, guidance and kindness. In fact there is so much to say but no amount of words will ever explain how much you mean to me. You have given me so much through your instructions and through your association.

 

Your seminars give so much insight and inspiration to me and to so many devotees. I remembered the time I was just starting on my spiritual journey and I went to one of your lectures for the western preaching program. After the lecture finished that night, I started to reflect on what you said. I imagined that if everything in my life disappeared

my job gone

my plans gone

my friends and family relationships gone

my name gone

my achievements gone

my possessions gone

I questioned myself what is my true identity? Who am I really when everything is removed?

Thank you for sharing the spiritual knowledge I needed to change my lifestyle. I would be lost still.

 

Every day I think about how grateful I am that you accepted me as your disciple. The inspiration, encouragement and mentoring you have provided me has helped me go deeper in my Krsna consciousness, and I am always trying to think about ways in which I can better serve you.  Each day I try my best to sincerely chant my rounds. Read Prabhupada's books. Engage in devotional service.  I know I have a long way to go but you’ve given me all the tools to help me move forward in my Krishna consciousness and get closer to Prabhupada. I’ll never be able to repay you for everything you have done for me but I can only try to serve you the best I can for the rest of my life. Thank you so much for all that you do. You’re a wonderful inspiration to all of us. You inspire us to be better and to help others more.

 

I pray that one day I can love others the way you do giving them Krishna no matter what the situation. Please forgive me for offences that I have committed knowingly or unknowingly, and please always remain as my guide in spiritual life. I pray to always be engaged in your service, to always be able to serve you and to always be able to assist you to serve your spiritual master.

 

Your Aspiring Servant,

Suresvari devi dasi

            

        
            
                Svarupa sakti devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to you on your vyasa puja celebration

All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



Today is the anniversary of your divine appearance in this world. I, therefore, do not want to miss this opportunity to describe a small drop of the ocean of mercy you have bestowed upon me. You made your way into my life when I was just under 20 years old. I can remember the day we met and how you quickly gave me shelter, saying “ You are not an ordinary human being, you are meant to serve Krishna”. But I was just too dull and ignorant to take notice of the flow of mercy bestowed on me.



Due to the living entity’s ignorance of his eternal blissful life, he becomes attracted to material activities under the spell of Maya. In this world, he can never experience happiness, yet he works very hard to do so. (SBG Purport 5:13:1)



Hard as we try to enjoy in the material world, there is nothing but danger lurking at every corner and a tsunami of self-destructive behaviour ahead. What hope is there for the souls struggling hard to keep up with Maya's demands?  

Srila Prabhupada writes in his purport to Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 16.65:

 If one is true to Gaura-Nitai’s service in the disciplic succession, he can even exceed Nityananda Prabhu’s service. This is the process of disciplic succession.Nityananda Prabhu delivered Jagai and Madhai, but a servant of Nityananda Prabhu, by His grace, can deliver many thousands of Jagais and Madhais. That is the special benediction of the disciplic succession.



  In my humble opinion, You took up the mood of approaching anyone and everyone—pious or sinful, qualified or unqualified—without discrimination. In Kali-yuga, not only are we like Jagai and Madhai, but we are the HYBRID version of Jagai and Madhai. Yet, here we are in 2021, gifted with the rarest jewel of all, the chanting of the holy name and under the shelter of the disciplic succession.



You have innumerable qualities that light up anyone’s world but today I am reminded of how eloquent you are in presenting the message of Krishna to the conditioned souls. As a student, I remember thinking to myself while listening to you at the University of Cape Town “ this man, he gets it, how does he understand us, insignificant African students, he doesn't even know us, he is so rad”. Your words, the way you explained the urgency of Krishna consciousness, and the poetic way you spoke about Krishna, the Supreme Conscious Being, was and still is mesmerizing. I was hooked from the jump!



The primeval kavi is Krishna as stated in Bhagavad-Gita 8.9—kavià puranam. Kavi means poet. We also know that Lord Brahma, and his representative in the parampara is also kavi— one who gives real knowledge to the world. The entire Bhagavatam is perfect poetry, expertly presented by Srila Vyasadeva. Over the years, I have observed that you poetically present the message of the Bhagavatam to different audiences in the most acceptable and digestible fashion for each specific audience. Even ignorant souls in Kali Yuga become attracted to the qualities of Krishna and devotional service unexpectedly. You teach the philosophy of Krishna Bhakti and show us through your lifestyle how to engage the human form in service to Guru and  Krishna so expertly, keeping the principles and purity of Krishna Bhakti intact.



Never was there a time in the material world where we were not burnt or misguided by the glitz and glamour of material affairs, thinking that they will quench the thirst for pleasure and satisfaction. Some of us failed miserably, but by some good fortune, here we are. Positioned at your lotus feet as candidates for practicing Krsna Consciousness.



The spiritual master and Krishna are two parallel lines. The train, on two tracks, moves forwards. The spiritual master and Krishna are like these two tracks, they must be served simultaneously. Krishna helps one to find a bonafide spiritual master and the spiritual master helps one to understand Krishna. If one does not get a bonafide spiritual master, then how can he understand Krishna? You cannot serve Krishna without the spiritual master or just serve the spiritual master without serving Krishna. They must be served simultaneously. (12th Feb 1968, Letter to Mahapurusha)



I cannot approach Krishna or even offer service to Srila Prabhupada without you. My life has been nothing short of a miracle, a metamorphosis. Your life and service to your spiritual master is an ever-increasing source of inspiration for me, and I offer you my sincere obeisances for what you have gifted me.



On this most auspicious day of your divine appearance, all I can say is:



Thank you for caring and taking the time to help me remember what's important

Thank you for giving me the holy name

Thank you for introducing me to Srila Prabhupada and his books

Thank you again and again for your unlimited care for me

Thank you for accepting me as I am, with all my faults

Thank you for never letting go, never giving up on me even when I gave up 

Thank you for your enlivening kirtans, for your books, and for your lectures

Thank you for my godbrothers and godsisters, and the community of Vaisnavas who always remind me about my eternal debt to you and Srila Prabhupada.



 Above all, I truly appreciate you for connecting me to all our previous acaryas through service and study of the sastra. That service is so sublime and I feel nourished in my efforts to please you. Though I am not qualified, I will die trying to please you, Srila Prabhupada, and the Guru Parampara.



I pray that you please help me overcome my seemingly endless weaknesses, faults, and shortcomings so that my every heartbeat, with every rising and setting of the sun, may be an offering of love and gratitude to you. May whatever service I do assist you in pleasing your spiritual master, Srila Prabhupada.



Your servant

Svarupa Sakti devi dasi



            

        
            
                Sweta Lal

                Nama Om Vishnu Pradaya Krsna Preshthaya bhutale, Srimate Devamrita Swamin iti Namine. Dear Guru Maharaj please accept my humble obesiances. All glories to Srila Prabhupad. At this moment I do not have any qualifications to become Gurudevs disciple but I am spiring to be one. I hope he accepts my request and gives me shelter when he thinks that its the right time. I request him to guide me through this spiritual journey and help me out of this naissance into a world full of knowledge, purity and simplicity of pure devotees. 



      Devamrita Swami was the first Guru that I met in my life and he has made a lasting impact in my life. His humble and gentle gestures and eloquent replies always gave me a sense of calm and peace. He has been like a mast in our lives. He has given me such beautiful replies which I have heard for the first time through him only. Whenever I spoke to him he was always open to my ideas and views and also corrected me and guided me when needed if I went overboard. 



     Hare Krishna Melbourne congregation has been my family away from home and I consider Gurudev as a deserving and compassionate father. He is always so kind in his words and actions. His lectures are simple and asoteric at the same time. His kirtans are so vibrant and energetic and he always always infuses excitement and hope through his words. I have been reading his books which he has written for us to take advantage of. His writing is a class apart and very intelligently written. It seems as if he has chosen every word carefully to write down his books. 



     I wish I can become his humble follower and be able to follow his instructions so that I can please him, Srila Prabhupad and Krsna one day. 



Your Humble Servant

Sweta Lal

            

        
            
                Syama-gauri dd

                Dearest Guru Maharaj

Please accept my obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada, and all glories to you on this day of your 71st vyasa puja!

 

We recently held a sweet celebration of your vyasa puja here in Cardiff, Wales. As you know, we are a small family of your disciples and wellwishers, yet for me personally I felt it was one of the most impressionable celebrations of your vyasa puja. The raw, honest reflections of the devotees was moving and inspiring.

Hearing the devotees share their interactions they’ve had with you, spiritual direction you’ve given them, their appreciation of you in so many varieties of ways; through poetry, through words helped us all remember your ongoing effort to reconnect the living entities with Krsna.

A devotee described how you give equal opportunity in serving Krsna, be it man, woman, brahmacari, grhasta, student or professional; you know how to provide an environment where the opportunity for spiritual growth is available and how to encourage a person’s natural inclinations to be done as an offering to Krsna.



As the Welsh culture of spontaneity goes, we shared stories of what we know of your early days with setting up western outreach; the obstacles and triumphs, which most of us only know a fraction of. How determined you must have been, pure in intention, doubtless about your vision of serving Srila Prabhupada in this way even when there was rejection thrown on you, so much so that now, 25 or so years later you and your projects are one of the models of successful western outreach. Devotees worldwide are interested to know “how did you do it, how did you and still continue to reach those green mangos at the top of the tree?”.



One devotee expressed appreciation for your appetite for hearing about Krsna, in particular Caitanya Caritamrta. Some devotees reflected on a point which you recently shared in an online class with regards to this restricted situation of the world we’re currently in. You said that devotees will have to rely on their own spiritual strength in these times because the externals of the spiritual master being physically present in one's temple is not possible. This point has been something I’ve been thinking about a lot. I am grateful to you for providing strong spiritual foundations right from the beginning of my efforts in bhakti- foundations I can return to during these emergency times. Because of you, I love being a devotee.



I'd like to echo what another devotee shared; that in this next venture we are moving into, I  will apply myself with everything you have taught me. Please help me to refocus my spiritual compass so that I can maybe be a real devotee from the heart and assist you in serving Srila Prabhupada. Please forgive me for the times I have misunderstood this relationship we have, I'm a work in progress.



Thank you for all you have taught me Gurudeva.

Your servant

Syama gauri dd



            

        
            
                Syamanga Das

                Dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



I'm beginning to understand how greatly fortunate I am to have such an exalted bona fide spiritual master such as yourself, by Krishna's causeless mercy. 



As a spiritual master whose character and active service is seamlessly aligned with the previous arcaryas, such a rare opportunity you have given me by spiritual initiation I cannot repay. I hope to develop the correct attitude of service that a spiritual master of your calibre and quality surely deserves, as I realise I am 

highly unqualified. 



Your classes expertly address current affairs while delivering the same message

of Lord Caitanya and the parampara unchanged, expertly according to time and circumstance. You do this in such a way that is relatable for all levels of conviction and understanding. I'm utterly grateful for this service you continue to deliver, clinically cutting the root of all my doubts. Your writings, especially Hiding in Unnatural Happiness allow a great degree of relatability when distributing to others, providing such an accessable bridge towards Srila Prabhupada's books.



I have realised that of the great fortune you have given us in knowledge, it is now my responsibility and great opportunity to act upon it, to truly help others as a spiritual therapist.  



On this day of your appearance I present this tiny offering as a token of my gratitude for all you have given me. As my spiritual master, and your disciple I beg from you your continued association and guidance. 



Your servant and disciple 

Syamanga das   

            

        
            
                Symanga Das

                Dear Gurudeva

Please accept my humble obeisances

All glories to Srila Prabhupada



I'm beginning to understand how greatly fortunate I am to have such an exalted bona fide spiritual master such as yourself, by Krishna's causeless mercy. 



As a spiritual master whose character and active service is seamlessly aligned with the previous arcaryas, such a rare opportunity you have given me by spiritual initiation I cannot repay. I hope to develop the correct attitude of service that a spiritual master of your calibre and quality surely deserves, as I realise I am highly unqualified. 



Your classes expertly address current affairs while delivering the same message

of Lord Caitanya and the parampara unchanged, expertly according to time and circumstance. You do this in such a way that is relatable for all levels of conviction and understanding. I'm utterly grateful for this service you continue to deliver, clinically cutting the root of all my doubts. Your writings, especially Hiding in Unnatural Happiness allow a great degree of relatability when distributing to others, providing such an accessible bridge towards Srila Prabhupada's books



I have realised that of the great fortune you have given us in knowledge, it is now my responsibility and great opportunity to act upon it, to truly help others as a spiritual therapist.  



On this day of your appearance I present to you this tiny offering as a token of my gratitude for all you have given me. As my spiritual master, and your disciple, I beg from you your continued association and guidance. 



Your servant and disciple 

Syamanga das   



            

        
            
                Tara

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. All glories to you on this auspicious day. 

Being upon the ship on the ocean of maya is a turbulent existence. The calm sea is a rare sight. The nature of this ocean is violence, chaos and deep misery. Oh Gurudeva, with myself steering the ship, I have lead myself into the darkest corners of the universe and have suffered immensly due to my ignorance. 

I remember, a few months before I even knew of Krsna, I prayed for a teacher. I knew I was incapable of making decisions for my own wellbeing and I knew I needed help. I wasn't sure if I believed in a God, but something (or someone) from within caused me to throw my arms in the air and admit defeat. 

Thereafter, I have experienced first hand the causeless mercy of our sweet and wonderful Lord Krsna. His mercy brought you into my life. 

I can see that was when my true life began. Although I am stubborn by nature, I am learning how to let go of the so called control of the ship, and pass that job over to your more than qualified self. I am trying. The tumultuous waves still bring me grave anxiety at times, but Gurudeva, when I remember who is mapping out my journey, then I am able to let go of so much that is troublesome in my heart. I firmly believe you are the one who can take me, back into the loving embrace of our dearest Govinda. And I know that that will be purely because of your mercy, a mercy in which I don't deserve. 

I pray to you, please never let me be so foolish to believe that I can do this on my own again. Please chastise me if I start to think that any of my spiritual progress was done by me and not by your mercy. And please, if you so desire,  never let me jump off the ship again. 



All glories to you! All glories to the devine Srila Prabhupada. 



Your loving servant, 

Tara



            

        
            
                Tarakeshvara Das

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances! All glories to Srila Prabhupada and your lotus feet!



This year my material locations have changed often. I travelled from Australia to New Zealand, then from New Zealand to China. Within China, I also travelled a lot. Travels are tiring most of the time. After each trip, I need some time to recover my energy. If travelling can be difficult for a young person like me, it must be more challenging for a senior person like you. You travelled from country to country, from continent to continent, with little to no time for energy recovery between your trips. Long distance travel can be particularly exhausting, especially when there are unforeseen flight delays. I still remembered that in 2017 before you travelled to Beijing, there was a huge flight delay in Auckland. You stayed in the airport overnight before an 11 hour flight.  After landing, you only got a few hours of sleep before a full long program the next day. After the class you gave, devotees queued to talk to you. You simply said that you would meet every devotee who wants to talk to you. Your body must have been charged with spiritual energy back then！You are my role model. I pray that I can forever be a useful tool in your spiritual projects. 



Recently I heard a talk given by you, stressing the importance of daily chanting. You said that just by understanding the importance of daily chanting, our life can be successful. On this auspicious occasion, I pray that I can get the intelligence and strength to continue daily chanting in my life and teach it to others whenever possible.



Your servant,

Tarakeshvara Das



            

        
            
                Teresa Tauu

                Dearest Gurudeva,



Please accept my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.



All glories to Srila Prabhupada! 

All glories to you on this special day of your Vyasa Puja. 



Please forgive me for my foolish attempt to try and please you. 



How can I comprehend the opportunity to honour you and glorify you on your appearance day. How can I, have such arrangements in serving a pure devotee in this lifetime? I will not let this great fortune go to waste.



I have built up so much feelings that have been suppressed and reserved since what feels like time immemorial and by your compassion I am able to receive the rare chance in this lifetime to sincerely pour my whole heart into the sole purpose of this human form of life - serving Kṛṣṇa and His devotees. I can’t imagine anyone else more qualified to guide me in re-establishing my lost relationship with Him. 



Whenever I see a glimpse of saffron, as you walk by in the hall way of Bhakti Lounge or The Loft, sometimes that little acknowledgement of “Hare Kṛṣṇa” or “how are you?“ is all I need from you to satisfy me for the rest of my life. Your presence purifies the atmosphere wherever you go. My body and mind turns to fan-girl autopilot and I internally scream with excitement every time I see your oceanic smile or hear your contagious laugh. 



I have so much love for you Gurudeva. I humbly beg for your mercy that I can dedicate and mould my life in devotion to you, that I can somehow make it perfect just for your pleasure as an offering of my gratitude and appreciation towards you. Without your instruction &amp; satisfaction; I have no value. 



After so many lifetimes you are the missing link I have been tirelessly endeavouring for. I’m right where I need to be because of you.



Thank you for continuously inspiring and reminding me of my constitutional position amidst my flickering efforts. I pray to Sri Sri Doyal Nitai Gaura Hari that I will always remain fixed, faithful, ripe and properly situated for executing devotional service at your divine lotus feet and that someday I can develop the effulgent qualities you emanate of how to be a truly selfless servant and never hesitate to share Kṛṣṇa in unlimited ways for the benefit of all living entities. 



Your eternal aspiring insignificant servant, Teresa.

            

        
            
                Tulavati Devi Dasi

                Hare Krishna dear Gurudeva,

Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada and to you on this auspicious day of your saintly appearance!



One year has passed since your last Vyasa Puja and here I am again, trying to wring out a few words from my limited vocabulary and capacity, that would express my admiration and gratitude towards you. Despite my tendency to turn an opportunity to glorify you into a self-centred rant about my obstacles regarding my mind and senses, I still want to attempt to express my appreciation for everything you've done.



It may be said that bhakti is beautiful, it's glorious and that we can't find anything better than that. But even though I hear that every day and can even witness the results of this lifestyle in so many devotees, it's hard for me to comprehend its full greatness, when that's not part of my daily reality yet.



Being tossed around by the modes of passion and ignorance I find myself engulfed by my material conditioning and desires, which just drag me into self-absorption and dissatisfaction. When will the day come where I will learn that a selfish life is a miserable life? When will I get the point that bhakti is all I need?



Completely blinded by the lenses of the modes of material nature, I can't appreciate mercy in its most raw and contradictory form. So again and again I catch myself complaining about purification. In this mood, I drag myself from one service to another pushing through another day trying to deal with my wild mind; bewildered by the glittering material energy, sometimes I get to the point of thinking that material life would be easier.



Watching this internal battle between my mind and intelligence I can see that my intelligence is definitely not strong enough to win this fight, but what brings me hope is that I have your shelter and I know that you will be there to help me in all the circumstances. 



Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita: tad viddhi praṇipātena paripraśnena sevayā upadekṣyanti te jñānaṁ jñāninas tattva-darśinaḥ. "Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized souls can impart knowledge unto you because they have seen the truth". In this purport, Srila Prabhupada says: "The path of spiritual realization is undoubtedly difficult. The Lord, therefore, advises us to approach a bona fide spiritual master in the line of disciplic succession from the Lord Himself".



As Srila Prabhupada said himself, the path of spiritual realization is undoubtedly difficult but having you as my master gives me hope that everything will be possible to surpass if I have your mercy which is expressed through so many different facets of your personality. You are not only the representative of Krishna - a bonafide spiritual master, but you are also a caring father, a strict boss and a completely compassionate friend that is always there for everyone.



Just like so many of your amazing qualities, I feel so inspired by your preaching mood. You make Krishna Consciousness easy for everyone. You created this beautiful community where everyone is welcome to dovetail wherever skills they have into Krishna's service - there is no excuses! From your example, devotees full of compassion, have become experts in helping every little jiva on their journey back home.



You definitely showed me that devotional service can be dynamic and fun. Even in a year with a pandemic and world crises full of restrictions and lockdowns, where so many excuses could be raised, you still showed us how fresh devotional service is and how we can use every opportunity to give Krishna to others. Despite the current situation, there is so much happening at Bhakti Lounge, and I'm really grateful to be part of that. It's incredible to see how people have been missing Bhakti Lounge, Vital Yoga and Krishna Food - unknowingly, they've actually been missing your shelter.



This was a hard year for most people, including myself. So many uncertainties, insecurities and disturbances for the mind, but again, l was lucky enough to have you on my side, always present through your lectures, your darshans or just by your instructions, trying to open my eyes to see that there will always be some crisis happening; if not this pandemic, there will be something else. There is no way to be peaceful and happy playing with the material energy.



Gurudeva, as much as I try to be independent, I can see that I'm actually so dependent on you. Your mission and instructions are all I have. There is no chance for me to be satisfied without having my mind fully engaged in your service. I thank you so much for engaging me in devotional service and giving me the opportunity to get my conditionings purified by serving your mission. I thank you for your being so patient towards me, for being so caring and so encouraging. I hope I can learn from you how to be selfless, more tolerant, more steady, how to see the urgency of getting out of this material world, and how to become compassionate towards all living entities. I hope I can make my japa the main thing in my life, and by getting a taste for hearing and chanting I hope to sincerely try to follow your instructions to the best of my capacity. I want to have your desires as my desires!



We hear that “Satisfaction of the self-realized spiritual master is the secret of advancement in spiritual life” so holding onto this verse as my daily meditation, on this special day, I beg you to accept my little service as an offering. Please don't give up on me. I know I haven’t much to offer, but I’m really hoping to please you with my tiny attempts.



Your servant, 

Tulavati devi dasi





            

        
            
                Uttama Bhakti Das & Raga Bhakti Devi Dasi

                Hare Krishna Dear Gurudev

Please accept our humble obeisances at your Lotus Feet

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada



Although we are unqualified, but with our tiny intelligence we are trying to glorify your innumerable divine qualities.



Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu advised us to do three things – Vaisnava seva, Naam ruci and jiva doya. We see that you are constantly engaged in these 3 activities and encourage your disciples to engage likewise. You instructed us that by giving Krsna to others, one will get Krsna and this is the highest service that pleases you the most. Because of your compassionate nature, many conditioned souls like us are attracted towards you. Without your mercy, we would never have known Srila Prabhupada's and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mercy.



It was our great fortune that this year we all have been blessed with your physical association and more service opportunities during your stay in Melbourne. We all felt devotionally electrified by your presence. Although unqualified, we also got an opportunity to serve you by the mercy of vaisnavas. We did find some discrepancies in our service and thought that we could have served you better. But, despite our discrepancies in service you tolerated our wrong doings and bestowed your affection upon us. O dear father, we humbly beg for your forgiveness for the offenses we have knowingly or unknowingly committed at your lotus feet.



Last vyasa puja, you asked all your disciples to chant their rounds attentively. Since then, we put an extra effort to chant our rounds more attentively but still struggling. Hence, we beg at your lotus feet for a drop of mercy so that we can chant more attentively and in a right mood.



Another cause of our fortune is having your vani association virtually more than ever before. Such a profound presentation on multiple subject matters remind us to envision the frailties of material existence and encourage us to stop our futile attempt to lord over the material nature. You mentioned in your lecture that “we do incline toward material life” but your powerful instructions rescue us from drowning in quicksand. The more we associate with your vani, the more we find ourselves uplifted in our spiritual life. Your vani is like nectar (Amrta) that by entering through our ears purify us. As mentioned in scriptures



Avadhau vidhau vadhumukhe phani naam nivase 

Svarge sudha vasti vai sudha vadanti

Ksaram kshayam patimrtam garlam patantam

Kanthe sudha vasti vai bhagavat jananam



The saintly persons says that the Nectar is found neither in the milk ocean nor in the moon, nor in woman’s speech, nor in the planets of the serpents and nor in the heavenly planets. It is found only in the throat of Maha Bhagavata



On this very special day of your Vyasa Puja, we sincerely pray to Lord Krishna that you live a very long life in good health and you continue to flow this Amrta incessantly and purify the entire humanity.



Your forever servants

Uttama bhakti das, Raga  bhakti devi dasi, Radhe &amp; Vrindaa



            

        
            
                Vaishnava Charan Das and Yasomati Devi Dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept our humble obeisances, all glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you Gurudeva!



Confusion and disappointment all around, yet so unshakably stubborn we are

 “Feels like solid ground, welling with prospects and worthy of trust”

Thus we mind-wander on, delighting in innumerable ways to waste time

While time marches on, steadily, decidedly, crushing everything to dust. 



"The human body, which can award all benefits in life, is automatically obtained by the laws of nature, although it is a very rare achievement. This human body can be compared to a perfectly constructed boat, having a genuine guru as the captain and the instructions of the Supreme as favorable winds impelling it on its course. Considering all these advantages, a human being who does not capitalize on the human body to cross the ocean of material existence must be considered the killer of his own soul."(SB11.20.17)



What hope would there have been for us if you had not entered out lives Gurudeva?

 How would we ever have concluded that there could be anything more to human life than being docked in the harbor, fascinated with pendular sense enjoyment, a lifetime of accepting and rejecting, of centering our boats from capsizing to the left and the right? How would we have known that our allotted time in these boats are meant for crossing over to the other side of the samsara sagara?



With endless patience, year after year, in ever new ways you expose the inglorious end and endless complications that material hopes bring…how many disasters have you saved us from in this way Gurudeva? 

Your insight into life is so sharp and clear and your entire presence is so purposeful and coordinated, focused on delivering Krishna’s message. When you so attentively answer each question put to you, your deep care and appreciation for Krishna’s parts are palpable. Further more, we thought we knew that Das/Dasi but the way you interact with them convinces us that no, we have not yet appreciated their glories. 



Maybe somehow we could have fortunately happened upon some favorable winds…but how would we have been motivated to open those books or able to appreciate a word of them, had it not been for you, Gurudeva?

Thank you for spending so much time with us in Melbourne this year – and for so many magnificent classes.

You bring us invaluable insights into the Bhakti scriptures. Those names and words reveal the most glorious colorful personalities in the most intense situations when you speak of them.  Thank you also for writing beautiful books so carefully and artistically compiled, to further clarify the Bhakti path. We appreciate how we can’t appreciate how intelligent you are.



How would we have had any hope to counter personal complacency and callousness to the suffering of others, had it not been for you Gurudeva? How would we ever have had the opportunity to taste a drop of the joy in trying to assist Lord Caitanya’s sankirtan mission?  



You convince us that we need not fear that doing something to help spread Krishna’s glories will be impossibly complex, or that we need to wait till some distant day we realize it all perfectly before we can do anything.  

You gave the example “What is 21,-7,-7,-7,-7?”

If we answer, -7, simply repeating what you said, or by using some app to help calculate it rather than knowing it, the answer is still right.  Similarly we can try to play our little part in the sankirtan mission, help others along while we help ourselves.



Thank you for always being so ready to help us when we are in need. If only we would realize we are always in need.	



We pray to become more focused, dedicated and useful to assist you in your service to the Parampara.



Your aspiring servants,

Vaishnava Charan Das and Yasomati Devi Dasi



            

        
            
                Vamsi-vilasi dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances before you.  May all glorification be unto you and Śrīla Prabhupāda, today and every day.



Inspired by the 8th chapter of Śrīmad Bhāgavatam’s second canto, wherein Mahārāja Parīkṣit satisfies his spiritual master with a flurry of intelligent questions, I took occasion to compose a poem, intended for your pleasure, in a similar mode of inquiry. 



As Śrī Sanātana tells Mahāprabhu (CC Madhya. 20.103): 



“I do not know how to inquire about the goal of life and the process for obtaining it. Being merciful upon me, please explain all these truths”



I pray that, by a lifetime dedicated to service, I will please you to enlighten me in everything I have asked about, and all that I yet lack clear intelligence to ask.  Please hear this short verse and purport from Bhāgavatam, followed by my poem.



Your servant,

Vaṁśī-vilāsi dāsa



SB 2.8.24



सर्वमेतच्च भगवन् पृच्छतो मेऽनुपूर्वश: ।

तत्त्वतोऽर्हस्युदाहर्तुं प्रपन्नाय महामुने ॥ २४ ॥



sarvam etac ca bhagavan

pṛcchato me ’nupūrvaśaḥ

tattvato ’rhasy udāhartuṁ

prapannāya mahā-mune



Synonyms

sarvam — all these; etat — inquiries; ca — also that I have not been able to ask; bhagavan — O great sage; pṛcchataḥ — of the inquisitive; me — myself; anupūrvaśaḥ — from the beginning; tattvataḥ — just in accordance with the truth; arhasi — may kindly be explained; udāhartum — as you will let know; prapannāya — one who is surrendered; mahā-mune — O great sage.



Translation

O great sage, representative of the Lord, kindly satisfy my inquisitiveness in all that I have inquired from you and all that I may not have inquired from you from the very beginning of my questionings. Since I am a soul surrendered unto you, please impart full knowledge in this connection.



Purport

The spiritual master is always prepared to impart knowledge to the disciple and specifically when the disciple is very inquisitive. Inquisitiveness on the part of a disciple is greatly necessary for the progressive disciple. Mahārāja Parīkṣit is a typical disciple because he is perfectly inquisitive. If one is not very inquisitive about self-realization, one need not approach a spiritual master simply to make a show of discipleship. Not only is Mahārāja Parīkṣit inquisitive concerning all he has inquired about, but he is also anxious to know about what he has not been able to inquire. Factually it is not possible for a man to inquire about everything from the spiritual master, but the bona fide spiritual master is able to enlighten the disciple in every way for the disciple’s benefit.



Praśna-mālā

(A garland of questions)



With transcendental qualities replete,

    you let Lord Kṛṣṇa’s message sweetly sing,

blessing Mother Earth with lotus feet,

    you glitter, as a gem Kṛṣṇa’s ring.

True - a true disciple I am none;

    but would you take me by my feeble hand

        and show me how to strike a servant’s pose,

    to, steady on the ground of service, stand?

O you who sews together lives undone,

who brings, to gloomy lands, the Kṛṣṇa sun; 

        will you take these questions as a rose?



How, so deeply, have you understood

    the purport of the Bhāgavatam’s words;

that man can use, to get life’s greatest good,

    the question and answer process of the birds?

And as, with birdlike brain, I know not how

    to ask a question competent to save

        myself from falling down to tragic fate,

will you help me truly keep my vow?

    As King Parīkṣit pleased Śrī Śukadeva, 

    by eager inquiries on subjects grave,

        will these questions carry any weight?



How will I attain even a shred,

    a drop, of the taste with which you chant and hear?

And how can I keep always on my head 

    your orders? And, how, always, in my ear,

can I keep the pastimes of the Lord,

    that make me want to live inside His books,

        and in the purports all my life repose?

O when will I collect that best reward,

    To sit, with a heart cleansed in every nook, 

    beside the bubbling quickly flowing brook 

        of ecstasy, that from your person flows? 



            

        
            
                Varangi Radha Devi dasi

                Hare Krishna dear Guru Maharaj, 



Please accept my most humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories to you on the auspicious day of your appearance! 



The past two years have been so difficult to go through without your physical association that we used to get a couple of times a year here in California. Watching you during the zoom lectures and hearing your classes even though the world was shutting down, was the perfect example of the purpose of a spiritual practice and what it does for a soul trapped in the material world. All of a sudden it became so clear to me that the pandemic represents our time here in this world, with so many limitations, shut downs, disappointments, disease, suffering, constant change and anxiety and where everyone is inevitably affected no matter how many good intentions we all have. But although the pandemic, as the material world exists, was going on, the transcendental vibration of the holy names, lectures, Deity worship, service, sanga and book distribution continued. Some would say that it was somewhat affected by the pandemic, but what I was able to realize was that spiritual life and all the activities that Srila Prabhupada gave us to always stay engaged and connected, you continued to so expertly follow no matter what was going on in the outside world. It is the only constant, it is eternal and unchanging and THAT inspired me so much to really focus my energy and resources to developing such a life and practice that you teach by example. Somehow or other I felt closer to you than ever before because I finally understood that you have accepted me as your disciple so that I can have a chance at navigating the pandemic-like materialism in which I’m in, but also have a life line that is steady and deep no matter what’s going on outside. 



Gurudev, this past year has been nothing short of a miracle in my life thanks to the grace and blessings you showered on me two years ago with Brahman initiation. Since then in 2019 I started to be trained in Deity worship and started taking care of Sri Panca Tattva at the Laguna Beach temple which completely revolutionized my life. A year ago, the devotees expressed their wishes for me to be able to be trained to dress the Deities and unfortunately at that time my work schedule wouldn’t allow it. I made a prayer exactly a year ago and somehow or other an idea of starting my own business manifested itself. I worked two jobs while still maintaining the evening Deity service and a few months ago I was finally able to quit my regular job and take on my small business as “full time” work. This allowed me to make my own schedule and have more time to focus on fulfilling the devotees’ desires for me to be trained to dress our local temple Deities. I have now started dressing Their Lordships and needless to say, my life has been innundated with service, long hours of planning, executing, learning, growing and focusing on how to expand these services. It has changed me. 



I share this with you on your Vyasa Puja day because it is by your grace, mercy and strength that I have been given the best life I could have ever dreamed of having. Thank you Gurudev for betting on me, for vouching for me, for encouraging me to step up and try to be the quality person I was meant to be. The road ahead is long, but now more than ever I feel so protected and enthusiastic that all efforts in spiritual life actually never go in vain and Krishna in the form of His devotees is always reciprocating even with the smallest of offerings. Thank you for blessing me with a life full of service, community, outreach, Deity worship and a life-long lesson on gratitude.



Every miracle I get to witness in my own life or in the life of others around me only remind me more of your magnanimity, purity and force and I am forever inspired to continue trying to follow your example and make you proud in whatever tiny way I can with whatever means I have. 



With love and gratitude, 



your lowly servant, 



Varangi Radha Devi dasi 

            

        
            
                Vegavan Das

                Hare Krsna Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances, all glories to you and your auspicious appearance in this world. 



The description of a mahatma is given in BG 9.13:



mahātmānas tu māṁ pārtha

daivīṁ prakṛtim āśritāḥ

bhajanty ananya-manaso

jñātvā bhūtādim avyayam



Srila Prabhupadad recalls this verse in a lecture and describes this is mahātmā. 



Mahātmā means one who has taken shelter of Kṛṣṇa cent percent, and their only business is to worship and glorify Kṛṣṇa.



Hearing this and thinking of a mahatma, my mind is almost certainly drawn to you. Although my realisation and understanding of your greatness is miniscule, I witness from your relentless enthusiasm to preach, writing books, travelling and being a member of the GBC, you have dedicated your life and soul to the service of Krsna and Srila Prabhupadad. 



Srila Prabhupad says that “The expert devotees can discover novel ways and means to convert the nondevotees in terms of particular time and circumstance. Devotional service is a dynamic activity, and the expert devotees can find out competent means to inject it into the dull brains of the materialistic population. Such transcendental activities of the devotees for the service of the Lord can bring a new order of life to the foolish society of materialistic men”. 



I often ponder how you have setup such a novel arrangement in New Zealand to convert the nondevotees. It’s that feeling of going out to a “nightclub”, but this time it’s being injected with the maha mantra, prasadam and transcendental knowledge which is making me high. My only conclusion is that you have so expertly applied the teachings of Srila Prabhupadad. I certainly consider myself that foolish materialistic man who you have brought a new order of life from your ingenuity. 



Gurudeva, thankyou for being my life raft and rescuing me from drowning in this miserable material ocean by showing me your unlimited mercy and accepting me as your disciple. Due to my ignorance, I am suffering and I am in dense darkness. But the guru brings their disciples from darkness to light. And as bright as the sun, you begin to pierce the darkness within me. I yearn for the day when there is the full dawning of the sun. I know this is possible if only I can follow your instructions, remain under your shelter and simply hear the transcendental knowledge that you speak. 



For this I am eternally indebted and grateful. 



guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete koriya aikya, ar na koriho mane asa



My only wish is to have my consciousness purified by the words emanating from your lotus mouth. 



I humbly bow down and hope that I can one day begin to repay the insurmountable compassion and kindness you have graced upon me. 



Your aspiring servant 

Vegavān Das 



            

        
            
                Venkata Brahmananda Rao Nelluri

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale, srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine



pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā



parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥnama



Dear Gurudev, Hare Krishna.



I offer my respectful obeisances unto your divine lotus feet on the auspicious occasion of your Vyasapuja 2021. All glories to you Srila Gurudev, Srila Prabhupada and Lord Gauranga.



Gurudev, I am indebted to you so much for your service towards Srila Prabhupad and Sri Sri Radha Krishna.



I have been going through tough faces in my life. I have recently undergone 2 colorectal surgeries to drain infection in my body. I have one more coming in 6 weeks if things go good. Due to these series of health issues I am hit with lot of pain, difficulty and realizations. I have not been able to do my normal daily activities or services like before. I am understanding the teachings of Srila Prabhupada and yourself more in depth now, that this material world is dukhalayam asasvatam and that this material body is full of problems. Due to this I am fully surrendering to the Lord and yourself Gurudev. I need to pass through this exam of the lord to go forward in life to serve more vaishnavas, yourself and Lord Radha Krishna. So please help me and bless me to recover from this disease gurudev. 



Also, I applied for shelter exam but it got delayed for 6 months again due to not knowing certain rules. I wish to attain your shelter and initiation soon gurudev. I want to serve you eternally and all our Acaryas and eventually Lord Krishna through you all. Please shower your causeless mercy for this. 



With your mercy/blessings, I married Harita Madhavi Devi dasi (disciple of H.H Jayapataka Swami Maharaj) on 17-Oct-2019. We felt your glorious presence at our wedding as well. She is as per your instruction assisting me in my devotional life. By your blessings, we make You, H.H Jayapataka Swami Maharaj, Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad, ISKCON, &amp; RadhaKrishna as center of our Grhastashram lives.



Requesting your continuous blessings, please please please Gurudev. You are helping thousands of fallen souls like me to connect back to GuruGaurangaGovinda through your continuous service to Srila A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupad, ISKCON, &amp; RadhaKrishna.



Take care, Srila Gurudev, please. Me and my wife pray for your well being and good health to Sri Sri Radha Krishna everyday.



Jai Gurudev. Jai, Jai Srila Gurudev. Kripa bindhu diya Gurudev.



Your aspiring servants,

Venkata Brahmanandarao Nelluri

Harita Madhavi Devi dasi (Disciple of H.H Jayapataka Swami Maharaj and your Siksha disciple daughter in law)

            

        
            
                Venu-madhurya das

                Dear Gurudeva, please accept my prostrated obeisances at Your lotus feet at this auspicious occasion of Your divine appearance. All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



Every year we are fortunate to witness how the empowerment of guruparampara works. Almost daily attending mangala arati in the temple, I mediate more and more on meaning of Gurvastakam prayers composed by Srila Vishvanatha Chakravarti Thakura, by hearing some narrations about his life and how his prominent disciple Srila Baladeva Vidyabhushana exhibited surrendered mood and had sincere desire to please his spiritual master and thus attained special empowerment to prove validity of Gaudiya Vaishnavism to the rest of Vaishnava community at that time. Lord Govinda Himself came to his dream and told him: "You just write, and I will dictate to you what to write, and therefore no one will be able to refuse to accept it."



This story exemplary shows how this ocean of mercy is shed upon disciple if he or she can please spiritual master. 



Gurudeva, whichever line I meditate on Gurvashtakam I see Your lotus feet, I remember how You ecstatically sing and dance for Sri Sri Gaura Nitay (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qm8benTMt0o), how much mercy You have to all Your disciples and conditioned souls, by tolerating their misbehaviour or mistakes, how you engage and enliven all into Sri Chaityanya’s sankirtana movement, how you engage disciples in temple worship of Sri Sri Radha and Krishna, in all the darshans I have translated You always asked if disciple comes to temple and performs devotional service for Deities pleasure. How You glorify prasad – the kitchen religion, either quoting Lord Chaitanya’s prasad distribution pastimes with great joy, or contemporary festivals or preaching programs – “ghee drenched subjis, devastating prasad, curd and yogurt, first class prasad”…In my ears are sounds of Your voice chanting Sri Radhika Stava by Srila Rupa Goswami or “Radha-krishna prana mora jugala-kisora” by Narottam das Thakur. You glorify Divine couple with such humility and eloquence and eagerness at the same time. What to speak when You preach Their glories according to time place and the audience that You address. 



The sixth verse of Gurvashtakam You have quoted Srila Prabhupada’s letter-approval of understanding the verse in terms of transcendental arrangements for bringing conditioned souls closer to Radha and Krishna, You have participated in book distribution, book editing, book smuggling, preaching glories of the books, inspiring others to distribute books for almost 50 years, You got 108% mercy of HDG AC Bhaktivedanta Srila Prabhupada and Guruparampara, there is no doubt about it. 



When I chant Gurvashtakam prayer in front of Sri Sri Radha Damodara I think of the lotus feet of my bonafide spiritual master who is very merciful and kind to this fallen conditioned soul. I beg You on this glorious day to please guide me, correct me and help me to become Your obedient, useful servant of Your servants, so I can bring a pleasing smile to Your lips, by fulfilling Your desires, and assisting in Your service to our beloved founder Acarya Srila Prabhupada!



Your grateful servant,

Venu-madhurya das



            

        
            
                Vinita devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances.&nbsp;

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.&nbsp;

All glories to you on this Auspicious day of your Appearance.&nbsp;



Thank you for saving me, I am eternally grateful.&nbsp;



And thank you for giving me the opportunity to save others. Giving Krishna Consciousness to the next generation of babies and toddlers is an amazing blessing.



All glories to all of your austerities, and to your amazing level of dedication.&nbsp;



Please allow me to always remain in the association of those who serve you.



Your aspiring servant,

Vinita devi dasi



            

        
            
                Vinoda Kovida das

                Nama om vishnu padaya krishna presthaya bhutale

srimate devamrita swamin iti namine



prachare purva dakshyam cha

bhaktachara pravinata

parartatapi karunyam 

yasya sarve cha te namaha





Dear Guru maharaja,



Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all Glories to your divine grace.



As I sit this year to reflect on the effect of your presence in my life, I find it difficult to properly express all you have done for me and all that I can appreciate about your qualities and activities.  Among the appreciations in my mind, one is lying foremost.



This year, I have been blessed to get a glimpse into how much you know about Srila Prabhupada's vision for developing farm communities and how much of a vision you have for how this will unfold in the world.  As I learn more about this "Second half" of Prabhupada's mission, I see that you have just as much knowledge and vision for it as you do for developing book distribution and outreach initiatives in the cities.  You told me that while preaching 

 behind the Iron curtain, you read up thoroughly on sustainable agriculture, in order to "stay sane" and that you were actually the first ISKCON minister of Farming and Cow protection.  Thus, from the beginning, you have effectively been on the cutting edge of both sides of Srila Prabhupada's mission.  I see more clearly how your search for something that would solve all the worlds problems has led you to embrace and implement all of Srila Prabhupada's teachings.  In my time at Gita Nagari this year I have seen how your words of guidance and inspiration for the devotees here have kept this project moving forward despite seeming impossible obstacles.  I struggle almost daily to grasp the immensity of this project and what is needed to bring it to fruition, and I am realizing more and more how we need your mercy in order to be successful.



As I settle in a new ashram and try to navigate the new challenges that come along with it, I have found that sticking to your words of guidance have served as an anchor in the waves of the covid-infested kali-yuga oceans.  Although there is much more that can be said, I would like to end my offering with a poem I have written for you.  Please accept it as an encapsulated homage to you.



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



"Thank You Gurudeva"



You showed me from the start 

that my life is small in measure,

that I am not the center,

rather meant for Krishna's pleasure.



You humbled me and crumbled me,

my ego's great dismay.

Compassion, patience, tolerance,

you showed me, are the way.



You picked me up from Kali's clutches,

taught me what it means,

to follow Srila Prabhupada

with sincere attempts to please.



You've showed how Lord Gauranga's love

flows in the world today.

Though many may feel hopeless,

you boldly show the way.



Selfless service, hari nama

and bhagavat katha;

To a world with no direction,

you're laying down the law.



Sri Guru and Gaura's tool

you spread their message far.

To one and all, despite their flaws

you bring them up to par.



Love for God, you carry 

very deeply in your heart,

displaying it in kirtan,

you give each of us a start.



By your mercy, Gurudeva,

we can reach the goal.

I thank you and I pray to you

to serve you with heart-whole.



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Thank you guru maharaja, for your endless tolerance and patience, for your steady ideal example and inspirational words of guidance, for your humor, and for your everlasting transcendental vision.  My prayer today, is that I may have the strength and sincerity to live a life that pleases you.



Your grateful servant,

Vinoda Kovida das

            

        
            
                Vinu shankar G

                Namah Om Vishnu Padaya Krishna Preshtaya Bhutale Srimathe Devamrita Swaminiti Namine

Prachare Purva Dakshamca Bakthichara Praveenatha Pararthapti Karunyam Yasya Sarvachate Namaha

Today, 12th of October 2021, as we celebrate your Vyas puja (HH Devamrita Swami Maharaj), I would like to offer some words below for my own purification. 

Oh Gurudeva, what a year, what a year!

Dear oh Dear!

Lucky, you were so near

had I not lent an ear

to your sweet nectar all year

there would have been no cheer

would have only lived in fear

you’ve given us so many bright spots all through year

I am only recalling a few here.

Your classes on Chaitanya Charitamrita during your visit to Melbourne was a significant moment for me personally as your urged all of us to read the book. I did not even have a copy at the time. I had barely started on Shrimad Bhagavatam, and it seemed a daunting task ahead. Your push during those talks got me started with the first verse but, I was there for a couple of months. Then came the nudge in the form of your instruction to read at least 1 verse a day and I have been trying to do till this day.  In another class recently, you discussed the 6 key questions of Shrimad Bhagavatam and I realized that I had already forgotten the chapters read previously. With such a typical Kaliyuga memory and focus, where is hope but for the rope of your lotus feet? Talking about feet, you so kindly set foot into our home in the form a 2D picture just after Gaura Purnima, after we as a family formally took shelter under your lotus feet. This was the brightest spot of the year and has helped us dispel the darkness of pandemic lockdowns that we have been living through. Another significant moment for me personally was when you kindly blessed my new business venture named after you starting on the auspicious Ashada Ekadashi. While the venture itself is material, I am hoping and praying that the proceeds will propel us in the path of Bhakti. Although, we are unable to travel, Akila’s &amp; my parents are now visiting Vrindavan Dham using the first proceeds. As I write this, you mentioned in a class yesterday that you could talk about the Lord’s Lila all night. Similarly, I feel that we could talk about your qualities &amp; teachings all day and night, however, will never finish and neither will I have anything to offer you in return. 

Finally - just on a lighter note - Dosa is an everyday delicacy in south India that we never get tired of feasting, because there is so much variety. You have been serving us with so many delicious classes from across the ditch. I was contemplating as to what I have to offer you in return. The answer came up as Doshas (impurities). It is your immense Vatsalya to accept them. So, please accept them. Just as the sun absorbs water from filthy places and converts them into pure water in the form of rain, you are absorbing impurities from disciples like me and giving back the rain of your mercy. I pray to Lord Sri Krishna today ‘may this rain should never stop!’. Hare Krishna! ---

Aspiring to be your lowly servant, Vinu Shankar on behalf of the family (Akila, Anirudh, Prajna)



            

        
            
                Vīrā-gopī devi dasi

                Dear Gurudeva, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. 

All glories to Srila Prabhupada. 

All glories to you on this auspicious day of your appearance. 



Recently after accidentally running into an old friend and briefly hearing about her life, I was shocked. It’s so easy to forget the realities people are faced with everyday. However, what was more astonishing was to think how I would be in exactly the same position as her now if it wasn’t for you.  The only difference between us is that I have had the good fortune of receiving your mercy. Through your dedicated disciples, mentoring program, ashram training, outreach engagements and unlimited service opportunities, you have given so many of us the only true shelter in this world.



I have been reflecting on how incredible it is that I have the opportunity to try to give Krsna to others, in an ever increasing variety of ways, even though I myself don’t understand the value of what I’m trying to give. You have so kindly and expertly given us a daily schedule which is simultaneously a solid foundation to practice Krishna Consciousness ourselves and facilitates the expanding of the Krishna Consciousness movement. 



In Srimad Bhagavatam 8.7.44 Śrīla Śukadeva Gosvāmī says, “It is said that great personalities almost always accept voluntary suffering because of the suffering of people in general. This is considered the highest method of worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is present in everyone’s heart.” In the purport to this verse Srila Prabhupada says,  “If one tries to spread Kṛṣṇa consciousness all over the world, he should be understood to be performing the best welfare activity.” It’s evident that your whole life is dedicated to serving Srila Prabhupada in this way. This is because of your unlimited compassion for all living beings. I often hear from devotees how you are always discussing and suggesting how to increase and improve Krsna’s service. I can’t comprehend the amount of responsibility you have worldwide, yet you’re still so personally invested in how to spread Lord Caitanya's Sankirtan mission on the day to day basis. 



This year I’ve had a glimpse of how wild my mind is and how unlimited my material desires are. Your service is truly my only shelter. Thank you for the opportunity to be engaged in this way. Please help me to take advantage of this rare gift. I pray for the strength to completely immerse myself in your instructions rather than wallowing in my own mind. 



Thank you for your constant encouragement, even though my service is so mechanical, self-motivated and unconscious. I pray to be eternally dedicated to improving my attempts to serve you. 



Your aspiring servant, 

Vīrā-gopī devi dasi



            

        
            
                Viracandra Dasa

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine

pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥ



Wish you a very happy Vyasa puja Gurudev. Here comes the time again when I am&nbsp; getting this ecstatic opportunity to glorify You by meditating on your unlimited qualities. 



It is said that Krishna's kripa Shakti is the supreme potency and Srila Prabhupada has mentioned in the purport of SB 3.31.16 that the Spiritual master is the mercy menifestation of Krishna. Without the mercy of Spiritual master one cannot make any advancement. Gurudev, you are an ocean of mercy. 



In one of your recent lectures you mentioned that devotees should have a sincere desire to serve Krishna and that desire is like a Timingala Fish in the ocean. But I am just an insignificantly small fish in that ocean which can be very easily devoured by the big whales and sharks of maya. It is only by your mercy that I now have some desire to come in contact with that Timingala fish of serving Krishna. You being Karuna Sindhu (ocean of mercy), please keep your boundless mercy on this insignificant fish, so that I do not stop&nbsp; desiring to serve Krishna. 



The love and care that you have for us is beyond my imagination. Despite of extremely busy schedule, you are giving classes so frequently&nbsp; just keep us inspired in our Krishna consciousness. I am really indebted to you for all the effort you are putting for us. 



In the 4th canto of Srimad Bhagvatam comes the word "Vinoda - Paatram" and Srila Prabhupada explains it as a "Joker" in the purport. Srila Prabhupada explains in this purport that a person who tries to repay the Spiritual Master becomes a laughing stock just like a joker because it is not possible to repay the debt of knowledge of Krishna that a Spiritual Master gives to a desciple. I can only try to serve you to the best of my abilities but can never repay&nbsp; you for what You have done for me. Please keep me engaged. 



We have been really fortunate this year to have your longer association in Melbourne. Thank you so much for blessing our daughter "Variyasi" by naming her. I am eagerly waiting for your next trip to Melbourne and our retreats and boat cruise program.



On this auspicious day, I pray to Sri Sri Radha Vallabha to bless you with good health, so that you continue serving Srila Prabhupada's and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission of delivering fallen souls like me by giving them opportunities of chanting Holy Names of Krishna.



Aspiring to be your humble servant, 

Viracandra Dasa 





            

        
            
                Vraj dham

                My dear Guru Maharaj,

On this very auspicious day of your appearance day, I wish you good health. 



I met you only once when I was 2 years old. But I'm very fortunate that you named me "Vraj Dham". 



I'm attending Bhagavt Gita children's class for the last 3 years and attend regular temple programs. I'm also learning one new sloka every week. My favorite sloka is:



nainaṁ chindanti śastrāṇi

nainaṁ dahati pāvakaḥ

na cainaṁ kledayanty āpo

na śoṣayati mārutaḥ



The soul can never be cut to pieces by any weapon, nor burned by fire, nor moistened by water, nor withered by the wind.



I've also learned Hanuman Chalisa and I try to chant one round every day.



Please bless me so that I can serve you in the mission of Prabhupada.



Your humble servant

Bhakt Vraj Dham.

            

        
            
                Vraja Kumuda Das

                Hare Krishna Gurudev



Please accept my humblest obeisance's at your lotus feet. All glories to you, All glories to Srila Prabhupada. The auspicious occasion of your 71st Vyasa Puja is here, and our hearts are filled with joy and love.



Throughout all these years of your service to Srila Prabhupada, you have taught us the ideal ways to engage in devotional service in the association of devotees, teaching us the mood and intention we should have to approach the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. As you often say, associating with the devotees is a Vaisnava sport, which we cannot learn through any material means. But we have to beg for the mercy of Mahaprabhu and Nityananda Prabhu, to give us the intelligence to engage in this sport.





In Krishna Lila, the inhabitants of Vrindavan only had ~11years of sambandha with Krsna out of 125yrs of his earthly pastimes. And the majority of their (Vraja-vasis) time was spent in Vipralamba seva, serving Krishna in separation. Before quarantine, you would travel all around the world, singing the glories of Mahaprabhu and his associates and attracting the living entities to the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada through your sweet song. And we (your disciples) would spend most of our time serving you in separation, reminiscing the days in your pure association, just like the Vraja-vasis. Although short, your visits would refuel us with bhakti enthusiasm. We have been completely separated from your physical association for almost two years now because of unforeseen circumstances. You still, however, penetrate deep into our hearts and water our seed of bhakti, by your lectures and instructions, which are full of profound realizations garnished with your intense devotion to Srila Prabhupada. In this way, you burn away our weeds which grow in our heart besides the bhakti creeper.

 

 

In Caitanya-caritāmṛta  Antya-līlā , Chapter 4 text 144, Prabhupada writes in his purport:

"Everyone in the line of Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu's devotional cult should accept the words of the spiritual master and thus spread the Kṛṣṇa consciousness movement. They should go everywhere, to all parts of the world, accepting those places as their prabhu-datta deśa, the places of residence given by the spiritual master or Lord Kṛṣṇa.

The devotees in the line of Kṛṣṇa consciousness must go to different parts of the world and preach, as ordered by the spiritual master. That will satisfy Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu."



Our lowly self is trying to make a humble effort to please you, the outreach acharya, by sharing Krishna Consciousness at our prabhu-datta deśa, our place of residence. We hope that one day we can satisfy Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu by fulfilling your instructions.





We are praying to Krishna for your health and safety amidst these turbulent times and hoping to serve you better.







Your Insignificant Servant

Vraja Kumuda Das

            

        
            
                Vraja Varuni Devi Dasi

                Dear Gurudeva





Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



All glories to you on your vyasa puja day!





You were never destined to live a life less ordinary than the glorious position that you hold today. A servant of God prayed for by your deeply devotional mother, her prayers were answered. From the moment that you were mobile you crawled and reached out for spiritual literature and then lived your childhood studying and preaching within the Christian church. In this way it is apparent that your love of God, Krsna, was always with you, never forgotten.&nbsp;&nbsp;



You continued your life and studies searching in various subjects until your desire and hunger for the highest spiritual knowledge was finally fulfilled upon coming across a book by Srila Prabhupada.&nbsp;



Your life of dedication in service to Prabhupada in ISKCON has been continuously exemplary since. From opening centers, continued out reach, your work with the GBC, dealings with disciples and writing spectacular books. In so many ways you attract and inspire people to take up the practice or continue on the path, one way in which you do that is with the joy that you naturally emanate when giving classes. You connect to people in a way that makes each individual understand this practice of bhakti is beneficial and accessible.



A true spiritual warrior. Not one to be stopped by the current state of affairs preventing you from travelling, instead you easily adapt your preaching and continue on undeterred.



Thank you Gurudeva, for showing us how to live a perfect life.&nbsp;



Thank you for never giving up on me and truly believing in me.. and thank you to your dear mother for her sweet prayer, bringing you, a supremely devoted servant of Krsna to this world.



We miss you in Wales and very much look forward to the day that we get to have your association once again.



Your servant,



Vraja Varuni Devi Dasi.







            

        
            
                Vrindaranya devi dasi

                Dearest Gurumaharaja,



Please accept my humble obeisences.  All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



So many things in this world feel translucent right now. Society, relationships, employment, home and so on, these things which I would turn to for reassurance and security, now feel as concrete as a mirage in a desert, or when I reach out to them it feels like I am trying to grab at smoke.



You have taught us this again and again, but when will I learn that security in this material world is futile, and the only solidarity and protection come from a place of surrender. Surrender and trust in a process so simple to execute but with a materialistic heart even the basic expectations of hearing and chanting are made difficult to perform.



Gurudeva, I look to you as some sort of ambassador in this world, enlightening us on how to best serve the Lord and his devotees. Your actions are devoid of selfish desire and you are always ready to serve in Srila Prabhupada's mission when it is required. You don't need recognition or appreciation to go on, as you serve out of pure love for your dear Lord Krishna.



I often say that I need and want Lord Krishna in my life, but my actions prove otherwise. Unfortunately, I have taken this opportunity of knowing you in this life for granted, and instead absorbed my mind in fulfilling material hopes and aspirations, which only direct me into another material body.



I hope that i can one day inherit just a drop of your service mood and realign these materialistic desires with Yours and Krishna's desires. Thank you so much Gurudeva for being a part of my life, I don't know what I would do without your ongoing guidance, support and realisations.



Your lowly servant,

Vrindaranya devi dasi

            

        
            
                Vrndavana-madhurya dasa

                Dear Gurudeva,



Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. All glories to Srila Prabhupada and all glories to you!



Ordinary vision can see but a fraction of your glories. It is true that one can only recognize the advanced position of such a devotee as yourself if Krsna is pleased to give the required vision. 



One symptom which indicates your greatness is your selfless nature in taking on much responsibility for Srila Prabhupada’s service. Such responsibility is far from easy. Aside from managerial issues -which you compared to putting out one fire after another- there are also many individuals you are sheltering. We have different complexities, desires, approaches to doing things and outlooks on life. To help us while maneuvering around all these considerations is a tricky ordeal. With unconditional compassion you take on this task. Seeing first hand how many issues you have to deal with almost on a daily basis, I once thanked you in person for “taking on so many headaches to help us” to which you calmly replied “headaches coming in from all over the world!”. Though for your own sake you can be in uninterrupted bliss for the rest of us &amp; because of us you take on much anxiety. 



In the short time I have been around I have seen many devotees come and unfortunately some go. Influenced by the illusory energy and ruined by offences some go astray. Some wayward disciples can even cause much havoc and pain even to one who has shown them such genuine love. Despite such disappointments you continue to push on with compassion and forgiveness. This only proves you to be a worthy shelter for all.



After taking prasada while listening to a Prabhupada conversation where he was strongly demanding a certain task be finished within 2 weeks  you remarked “I am soft stuff. You guys have it easy. If I did you like that you would bloop!”. You cautiously deal with us knowing our shaky position while trying to increase our engagement for Krsna's pleasure and for our ultimate benefit.



As just by being next to the fire one gets the benefits, by being in your presence and having the good fortune of rendering some small service unto you I have felt a shift in my consciousness that is certainly undeserved. You have given much favor to me for which I am eternally indebted. Still I have a very very long way to go and fear going backwards. Therefore I pray to have the proper vision to appreciate and hold on to my good fortune. 



he dina-bandho! karunaika-sindho!

kuru prasadam mayi manda-mudhe

laksaparadhe bahu-papa-gadhe

tat-pada-padme 'stu matis ca krsne 

 

“O friend of the lowly, O Gurudeva, you are the vast ocean of mercy. I am a dull fool and have committed hundreds of thousands of offenses. I have fallen into a dense myriad of sins; therefore grace me with your mercy so that my mind may be fixed on your lotus feet and on Sri Krishna.”

 

Your aspiring servant,

Vrndavana-madhurya dasa



            

        
            
                Yadavadeva Das

                Dear Gurudev, 



Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to your service! All glories to Srila Prabhupada!



This year has been very tough for me internally. I was struggling to keep my internal spiritual life strong, along with balancing studies and doing preaching in Tasmania. Only, my faith in you has kept me going. I’m still on this journey. And by your mercy I’m able to revive my sadhana, my enthusiasm, my preaching spirit. I understood how weak and insignificant I am, and that I require a lot of guidance and support. I was amazed how you could always keep renounced order of life, inspire thousands of devotees around the world, take care of farms and preaching centers, writing and printing books, and doing many other preaching activities. You did all of these by having strong faith in the words of your spiritual master. You didn’t even hear a word from Srila Prabhupada being in his personal presence on one occasion. This is how strong is your faith in the instructions of Srila Prabhupada. I wish on this occasion that you always remain merciful to me and so, that I can one day have the same faith in your instructions. I’m trying and I will continue to try, regardless of where I am. 



Your rascal servant, 

Yadavadeva Das



            

        
            
                Yamuna Jivan Das

                nama oṁ viṣnu pādāya kṛṣṇa preṣthāya bhūtale, 

srimate devāmṛta swāmin iti nāmine

pracāre purva-dakṣyam ca bhaktācāra-pravīṇatā

parārthatāpi kāruṇyam yasya sarve ca te namaḥnama

Dear Srila Gurudev,

Please accept my humble and prostrated obeisances to your lotus feet. On this most auspicious day of your Vyasa Puja celebration, All glories to you Gurudev. All Glories to Srila Prabhupada and Lord Gauranga. 

This year as COVID caused havoc in the world and people are suffering, we got an unexpected blessing from Lord Krishna. I had an opportunity to have your association, listen to your nectarean words, chance for service, good fortune of meeting you and the fortune of being able to have your darshan made available to some of my Bhakti Vriksha members.  

As quoted by Śrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu has repeatedly said:

'sādhu-saṅga', 'sādhu-saṅga'—sarva-śāstre kaya

lava-mātra sādhu-saṅge sarva-siddhi haya (CC Madhya 22.54)

Simply by associating with a pure devotee, one becomes wonderfully advanced in Krishna consciousness. 

Because of their fortunate association with you, I can see that they have become more serious and making progress in their Krishna Conscious life.  

As the pandemic kept continuing its rampage, affecting millions of peoples physical and mental health, apart from your cherished memories of your physical presence and association in Melbourne, your regular online Lectures helped me immensely to keep me on track in my devotional life. 

I am also reminded of your words and the advice you gave to one of my Bhakti Vriksha member who had numerous problems at job and mentally down because of staying away from his family who are back in India. You told him that " A Crisis is a Terrible thing to waste and this is the best time to advance your spiritual life". You encouraged him to chant. He started chanting, went back to India but keep in touch with me. He sends me messages that he is chanting 16 rounds and few days ago he messaged me that he Chanted 32 rounds on that day.

I sincerely thank you for your mercy and blessings bestowed to a useless soul like me.

mūkaṁ karoti vācālaṁ

paṅguṁ laṅghayate girim

yat-kṛpā tam ahaṁ vande

śrī-guruṁ dīna-tāraṇam (CC Madhya 17.80)

By the mercy of the guru, even a dumb man can become the greatest orator, and even a lame man can cross mountains. Personally, I don’t see anything worthwhile or substantial in myself. But I have complete faith in you, your blessings and mercy because of which I am able to sustain in devotional life. Similarly, your relentless endeavour, unlimited compassion for preaching Krishna Consciousness to everyone is the vital force that is kindling and preserving the devotional life of so many fortunate Souls in this world.

On this auspicious day, I am begging you that I may become more serious in Chanting my rounds, Inspiring others about the glories of Holy name and allow me to serve you in your mission of preaching Krishna Consciousness all over the world. 



Your insignificant Servant

Yamuna Jivan Das



            

        
            
                Yashodara dasa

                Dear Gurudeva 

   

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srilla prabhupada

All glories to you and your services to Guru and Gauranga.

All glories to you on this most auspicious day of your appearance.

  

Dear Gurudeva, I would like to share some points from a talk you gave on 14 NOV 2020 over zoom titled ’RUN AWAY TO NOWHERE’ part 1. In that talk you mentioned a few amazing key points which greatly captured my attention, they are:

 

1- We human beings like other bodies because those bodies have some connections with our own body. We all love our bodies so much because of the presence of the non-material self which is known as the soul, but we never thought about it this way. We have never been taught this knowledge before- what it is inside this body which makes it so attractive and pleasurable. So, one may say that I love this person or that but what happened after that loved one dies, now we cannot love that body anymore. Why?...the body is still there. So, the conclusion is that we never had any idea of whom we were loving- the person ,the body or something else...So Bhakti wisdom teaches us how to connect ourselves with that non material self which is always pleasurable and blissful.

 

2- Things are happening outside of our control, e.g. -we all love our bodies so much and none of us like to get old. But, as we know, it is forced upon us. We have to accept it whether we like to or not. But we are trying to ignore the fact. This is not the solution. We should instead take shelter of the supreme whole, Krishna. That is the only way to stop these bodily restrictions which are killing our real consciousness from time immemorial -forcing birth, death etc.

   

Gurudeva as you know I am trapped here in India because of my family situation. So, I hardly have any devotee association, but whenever I get time I listen to your classes. They always help me to focus on my sadhana. I have been here with my family for almost 2 months. During this time, I realised much more that Krishna consciousness is truly giving us the real knowledge of self realisation. Apart from it, any knowledge which we gather from an institute or religion or any university is simply a waste of time. So Gurudeva,  thank you so much for giving me real knowledge and thank you for always guiding me in difficult situations.

 

The most famous and foremost book written by you ;HIDING IN UNNATURAL HAPPINESS ;is a very remarkable book. I remembered when I was distributing books during the Prabhupada marathon last year everyone was so attracted to it ,everyone was saying something about that book;

E.g.:

Oh man it's an amazing book ,I have read it once already ,I  am reading it again

My mother is reading this ,she really likes it

This book helps me to relieve anxiety from my mind



 

Once, in Thames, a lady was sitting in her car ,I approached her and as soon as she saw the book [HIUH] she said “Oh, my friend has this book. She is reading it. She really likes it!.” So, I asked her if she would like to get one for herself and she happily took the book and started reading it straight away. After a few minutes, I walked past her car when she stopped me and showed some highlighted lines on the first page of the book which she underlined with pencil while she was reading and then she started to glorify the book and ask me if I can please pass this message to the writer that “its a awesome book!”

              

Your books are changing so many people's lives and saving them from the devouring mouth of Maya.it is really unbelievable to see how much dedication you have for Krishna, and his name. It's really inspiring how much faith you have for your guru that you are always ready to spread his message at any time ,in any situation without considering your bodily pains.

 

You are spreading lord Chaitanya's mission so nicely that just by your associations all of us become inspired to be part of this movement.

 

My dear Gurudeva on this special day of your appearance I am begging you- please give me your mercy so that I can maintain my bhakti properly and be able to take your instructions seriously. Please help me so that I can use this remaining part of my life in Krishna’s service rather than using it for my own sense gratification.

 

Your insignificant servant,

Yashodara dasa  



            

        
            
                Yasodeva das

                Dear Guru Maharaja



Please accept my humble obeisances.

All glories to Srila Prabhupada.



One of the many things that I appreciate about you, Gurudeva, is your deliberate moderation. Despite the dangerously polarized issues of the day, you find a way to speak to the needs, interests and concerns of diverse parties, finding a thread of universal human experience and weaving that thread into a tapestry of Krishna conscious solutions.



You have the power to influence thousands of people to take a side of the ever-widening political spectrum, a power which many ambitious men have exploited for the sake of their own enrichment, yet your message stays consistent through thick and thin: birth, death, old age and disease are endemic; Krishna consciousness is the panacea. You teach us how to sidestep the drama by dancing with Krishna.



You once said that you "...suffer from middle-mania. I'm always trying to find the middle ground in everything." Nowadays, people condemn the middle ground, not knowing that the middle planetary system where we reside, with it's mixed happiness and distress and constantly shifting sociological landscape, is all middle ground. Following your example, we refugees from the battleground of warring ideologies find amnesty on the terra firma of Krishna's devotional service.



"A perfect Vaisnava's position should be just like Narada Muni's, completely independent and unbiased." 



SB 4.31.3 purport



Thank you for teaching me that real freedom is to be dependent on Krishna.



Your servant,

Yasodeva das 

            

        
            
                आत्माईश्वर कृष्णा दास

                हरे कृष्णा गुरुदेव, 

दंडवत प्रणाम,



आशा करता हूं कि आप अच्छे होंगे, स्वस्थ होंगे !



आज आपके जन्मदिवस के शुभ अवसर पर, आपको हार्दिक शुभकामनाएं l



जैसे हरि अनंत हरि कथा अनंता है - उसी तरह से आपके गुणों का बखान नहीं किया जा सकता l



गुरुदेव, जीवन की सबसे बड़ी उपलब्धि है कि हम आपके सानिध्य में है . जीवन पथ पर डगमगाते हुए, धीरे-धीरे करके, आगे बढ़ गए हैं, शुद्ध हो रहे हैं.  भक्ति साधना मार्ग में एक ही चीज सीखी है की  जीवनपथ पर भगवान सेवा, भजन करना और भक्तों का संघ कभी नहीं छोड़ना l



आपकी कमी का एहसास हमेशा रहता है - उसकी कोई भरपाई नहीं है लेकिन एक बात यह है कि आपकी कृपा विस्तार वादी है. इसका प्रमाण आपके प्रिय, प्रेरणादायक, उच्चकोटी के शिष्यगन है जो आपकी कृपा को विस्तारित करते हैं, दिलों में भक्ति दीपक जलाए रखने में मदद करते हैं l



गुरुदेव, आप इन्हीं भावनाओं के साथ आत्माईश्वर कृष्णा दास, पूनम भारती और गौर सुंदर दास की श्रद्धांजलि को स्वीकार कीजिए l



आपके शिष्यगन,



आत्म ईश्वर कृष्णा दास

पूनम भारती 

गौर सुंदर दास



_______________________________________________________________



Hare Krishna Gurudev,



Dandavat Pranam, 



Hope, you are keeping well and healthy! 





Today, on the auspicious occasion of your birthday, we wish you all the best in your spiritual endeavours and journey. Like “Hari Anant Hari Katha Ananta” Hai - in the same way your qualities cannot be described.





Dear Gurudev, the greatest achievement of life is that we are in your company. Staggering on the path of life, slowly and gradually, have moved forward, are getting purified. One thing we have learned in the path of Bhakti Sadhana is to serve God, worship and never leave the association of devotees on the path of life. 





There is always a feeling of your lack - there is no compensation for it, but one thing is that your grace is expansive. The proof of this is your dear, inspiring, high-ranking disciples who spread your grace, help to keep the devotional lamp in the hearts lit.





Dear Gurudev, with these same sentiments, please accept the tributes of Atmeshwar Krishna Das, Poonam Bharti and Gaursundar Das. 





Your Disciple, 

Atmeshwar Krishna Das

Gaursundar Das.

Poonam Bharti



            

        
        

